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1. POLITY AND CONSTIUTION

1.1. MISSION ANTYODAYA
Why in News?

Department of Rural Development released the ranking|of 5SLJi® 27F wdzNI MNREGAY
Gram Panchayats under Mission Antyodaya.

Context

T

Importance of GP level planning

T

)l
T

Example of Convergence of schemes

for building physical assets, RA¥NRLM
to create seial capital for livelihood
promotion.

Article 243G of the Indian Constitutionmandates | 1 Ministry —of Tribal ~Affairs approveq
preparation of plans for ecammic development and socig) ~ Minimum support price for nontimber
L . forest produce to help tribal people who
justice by Panchayats and through this process Panchayats . :

d | . RO F | f under DA¥NRLM collectively coordinate
are expected to evolve into institutions of local se the procurement and payment process.
governance.

However, due to multiple layer
of planning, administration and

resource allocation to tackle What iS MiSSiOI’l AntYOdaya?

de P rivaions the efforts are Mission Antyodaya is an accountability and convergence framework
. ! . - for transforming lives and livlihoods on measurable outcomes.
often dispersed in time and

space, leading to suboptima
results e Convergence of programmes/ schemes with HH/ GP as unit

. . . NN ° Simultaneous interventions to tackle multidimensionality of poverty
Variance in selection - criteria S e = NN == 1 el

(0 (ORTo g [T ISR AW [REERSoFai - Many departments working together, improved access to infrastructure
and temporal mismatch in SEELENIEIEEERYES

supporting the same

individual/household throth e Thrust on raising income of deprived households through sustainable economic
government scheme results | activity and diversified livelihoods

different scheme targeting BN el TR et sl b e Ao e e

different individuals/households SR N e o R 1= o (RN E 1 LR e

resulting in undeiutilization of
capacity  and Ssuoptimal
outcomes.
Further, despite  substantia
public investment being made
for strengthening rural econom
and livelihoods base of the poo
due to multidimensionality of
poverty, there is a need to optimize efforts throughter-sectoral approach.

Hence, it is necessary to develop a model framevaddang with enhanced financial allocatiobased on
convergence, accountability and measurable oatnesto ensure that the resources are effectively spent
LINE GARAY I Wadzadl Ayl otS t A0St AK22Ra T2N) SOSNE |

® Professionals, Institutions and Enterprise as drivers of major transformation.
® Platform for Community, PRIs, Civil Society, Corporates

e Measuring Outcomes against baseline for defined indicators
e Data shared through APIs for integrated view to stakeholders

It captures felt local needs and provides better appreciation for local potential and ensureaeass to
resources, entitlements and services.

LG LINPGARSE aLI OS F2NJAYGSANIGA2Yy 2F LIS2L) SQa
It responds to differential needs of different groups while mobilizing all the sections and encourages
participation in the local governance.

It helps to forge better bond between the panchayats and local citizens while ensuring respo
governance.

It improves overall service delivery and motivates volunteerism.
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Framework for
Implementation for Mission
Antyodaya

Why Mission Antyodaya?

Government of India’s social sector expenditure amounts to almost Rs. 4 Lakh Crore annaully under
various schemes. The budgeted expenditure of Rural Development Department itself is projected

at Rs. 1,005,448 crore (2017- 18).

1 The framework makes
use of Information & T W Convergence reduces
Communication '_'.
Technology to ensure h
that the benefits reach amn
those who are most '
deserving as per SECC
Data. ~ ‘Islands of excellence’

1 Through a  robust ooy A il
Management
Information System _ T
linked to schemes data ‘ Promotes enterprise
bases, it would be —_—
possibé to ensure end
to-end targeting against Dl ot ivelinoods: siiing
defined set of indicators L e
to measure progress against the base line.

1 Over 25 Departments and ministries of central a q
state governments will be participating in thi o
mission o

I The data from different schemes woulte put in o
public domain for complete transparency. 0

1 The states have selected Gram Panchay
(GPs)/clusters  which are either GPs wi T
achievements like ODF, crime/dispute free GPs aw|
winning GPs, or are covered under other schemes. q

Key Outcomes envisaged

9 Strong infrastructure base for selected GPs/clusts 1
through prioritised implementation of schemes in line
with the GPDPs/cluster development plans.

9 Effective social capital promoting participatory planning and implementation of the schemes engaging
range of stakeholders at GP/cluster.

1 Enhanced economi .
opportunities through Key Processes under Mission Antyodaya
diversified livelihoods
in(_:ll_Jding norfarm sector, rural areas.
skilling of rural youth and| ¢ |ngtitutionalize partnerships ~ at
women, development of
value chains and
promotion of enterprise. |

1 Strengthened democrati

Inter- sectoral and convergent approach would optimise outcomes.

) @'

Internet

£
—

E
L=

Targeted coverage-
ULWALA, SBM, PMAY,

Skills, Power, Roads,

Driving Economic
Enterprise with Physical
and Social Infrastructure

5,000 thriving Rural
Clusters- will trigger
similar action for Poverty
Free India- 2022

Region specific, need-
based livelihoods for
transformation

Ranking of Gram Panchais

The broad parameters used are
Infrastructure Parameters

Health, nutrition and sanitation
Women Empowerment
o Financial Inclusion

Tellapur gram panchayat in Telangana has bé

found to be the best village in

followed by Parapatla in Andhra Pradesh.

The most developed panchayats include 33 frg
Andhra Pradesh and 21 in Tamil Nadu.

Just 7 Gram panchayats from north India figy

amona the top 83 panchavats.

Economic development and Livelihood

the coumtr

Gram Panchayat/cluster

9 Carry out baséte survey of households and monitor the progress periodically
1 Ensure convergence of programmeshemes targeted towards development

between P

community organizations, NGOs, SHiBstitutions and field level functionarie
of different departments (&., ASHA workers, Anganwadi Workers, etc.)
Promote enterprise through partnership with institutions and professionals.

processeghrough capacity building of PRIs, public disclosures, GP level formal and social accoun

measures such as social audit.

1.2. MUNICIPAL REFORMS
Why in News?

The Union ministry of housing and urban affairs has prepared a comprehensive road mamicipai reforms.
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Background

1

Challenges to Urban Governance 1 It aimsto:

)l

= =4

Beginning with the Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JnNURM) (2005), Urban Loca

Bod

(ULBs) in India have received attention from both Central & State governments for improving |their

infrastructure and servicdelivery.

During201517, variousbasic reforms wereindertakenin 500 cities under the Atal Mission for Rejuvenatign

and Urban TransformatiofAMRUT) like

0 104 cities in 14 states collected more than 90%sHr charges

0 21 states have establishedunicipal cadres

0 256 cities started offeringnline citizen services About AMRUT

0 21 states establishedtate finance commissions| ¢ |t focuses at transforming 500 cities and tow
and into efficient urban living spaces over a perig

0 363 cities have completectedit rating. of five years.

The 14" Finance Commissioralso stipulated that a| T It follows a project oriented development

detailed procedure for the disbursal of therformance approach in contrast to the area baseq

Grant to ULBs based on various reforms in areas lijke @pproach of Smart Cities Mission.

budgetary support from the Centre

o ensure that every household has access

Financial paucity Their chief sources of income are the .
a tap with assured supply of water and

val'rled types of taxes, most of which is levied by the sewerage connection:
union and sate governments and, the taxes collectqd , increase the amenity value of cities H
by the urban bodies are not sufficient to cover the developing greenery and well maintaine
expenses of the services provided. open spaces (e.g. parks); &

Corruptionr The administrative machinery, at th¢ o reduce pollution by switchingo public
disposal of these local bodies is insufficient apd transport or constructing facilities for nen
ineffective. The staff whicls often underpaid indulged motorized transport (e.g. walking an
in corrupt practices which lead to loss of income. cycling).

Excessive State Contrdlhe state governments have the power to supersede and dissolve municipal bodies

under certain circumstances. Further, state governments have powers lik
0 They approve municipal budget (except that of corporation).

0908y G(KS Y2RATASR 20t GFE &0GNUzOGdzNBE ySSRa (32

o Control through accounting and audit system, etc.

Unplanned urbanization The municipal serviceBave failed to cope with the increasing needs of the

population, both qualitatively and quantitatively. The situation is worsening because the rural influx in fown

and cities has increasingly converted them in ghettos.

Multiplicity of Agencies Usually woks are not well allocated among different agencies which caugses

overlap of authority and responsibility. This further leads to diffused accountability.

Dilution of Efforts Due to multiple layers of planning, administration and resource allocation tdetagck

deprivations, the efforts are often dispersed in time and space, leading to suboptimal results.

Headed by bureaucratsThe single purpose agencies are all dominated by bureaucrats, which goes agains

GKS 0lFaArA0 LIKAT2a2LIKe 2 Frepredebthtives thee@ SeNdidars 5olé 1 play K S
Substandard Personndlrban government increasingly needs professional services of experts.

Land titlingin urban areasA study has reported that most, over 90% by one estimate, of the land titles
Indil I NE Wdzy Of SINR FYyR fFYyR YIN]JSG RAaG2NIAZ2Yy a4
domestic product.
[26 tS@OSt 2T tS28R803Q4|
towards participating in the governance system
pushes such institutions into a statd complacency which results in time delays andst overruns,
and irresponsibility. and opens up opportunities for rent seeking,
Ecological challengesThe growth of population and q nverting this process gives us the trust af
industries presents an unprecedented challenge [of verify process in which permission is issued fi
ecological degradation and pollution of water, air afnd and inspection taken up later, as all the requirg
land. documents are already submitted online.

‘lﬁ? t e current ver a}{d trust model, citie
generally inspect first and give approvals laf]
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About the Road Map

The road map, consisting of threenseof reforms along three main avenues:

T
)l
T

Governance,
Planning, and
Finance

Stages

Purpose @

To accelefate’™©ngoing
key.financiakand’service
delivery reforms

Tier |

Steps taken/Reforms

Cities have to:

Submit financial year audited accounts for the two years
preceding the claim for performance grant,

Show an increase in their revenue over the preceding year,
as reflected in the audited accounts

Measure and publish service levels for water supply

To further fine-tune the

Tier 1l
reform process.

Formulating and implementing value-capture financing policy,
Ensuring that all ULBs undergo credit rating and cities with
investible- grade rating issue municipal bonds,

Professionalize municipal cadres, filling up posts and allowing
lateral entry of professionals,

Implementing the trust and verify model, & Enacting and
implementing a land-titling law using information technology.

Tier 1Nl Rapid and even more

transfofmational reforms.

Deepening decentralization and strengthening ULBs through
greater devolution of funds, functions and functionaries,
Own source revenue mobilization for self-reliance, and
Flexibility in urban planning, particularly aligning master
plans to changing socio-economic conditions in cities.

1.3. SPECIAL COURTS FORRYING POLITICIANS

Why in News?

T ¢KS {dzZLINBYS / 2 dzNIi

exclusively prosecute and dispose 1,5
criminal cases pending against MPs

What isCriminalization in Politics?

p E@n@oétric

scheme to set up 12 fast track courts 10 get special position in administration or to rise to the higher std

Blof administration whichis normally not feasible.

o

selierest seeking
advantages such

LS8y ahe oo

[«2

MLAs within a year.
Impact of Criminalization

1 The lawbreakers get elected as
law-makers The people who are
being tried for various offenceg
are given the opportunity to
make laws for the whole country

1

Important Data (ADR)(2014 Lok Sabha elections)

1 Out of the 542 winners analysed, 185(34%) winners hdeelared
criminal casesgainst themselves.

112 (21%) winners have declaredrious criminal casescluding cases
related to murder,
kidnapping, crimes against women etc.

The chances of winning for a candidate with criminal casés the
elections are 13% whereas for a candidate with a clean record it is 59

attempt to murder, communal disharmony

which undermines th sanctity of
the Parliament.

Loss of public faith in Judicial machinery is apparent that those with political influence take advantage

their power by delaying hearings, obtaining repeated adjournments and filing innumerable interlocy

Politics dominated by muscle and money powewhere the rule of law is weakly enforced and soci

Ol y RA R lag & Qsset. TINSbWgs/in th

1

petitionsto stall any meaningful progress. This questitre credibility of the judiciary.
! RAGA&AAZ2Y A NBE NIYLIydGaz |

culture of muscle and money power in the politics.
7 Www.visionias.in
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T Affects the efficiency of the. SC LEADS FIGHTS TO CLEAN UP POLLS
arliament People with such
Pa P CASE THAT LED TO THE RULINGS
tainted backgrounds have been
seen to disrupt the functioning of L il e
the Par“amenL affect|ng |tS ind detbailstof the;r.:slse?ts. u(pho:;:ls \:ot(ers' riEht to
eff'clency |n thdong run informed choice (Association of Democratic Reforms)
1 Selfperpetuating  Since the . 2002
parties focus on winnability of the
. . March | 2016 July | 2013
candidate (also hampering the
inner party democracy) they tend p¢ieies o Siuise fonstivron o th Pea At ot alowed Mps and
to include more and MOre inhsnous rmes whchciss proupa e
i ﬂ t I I t Th |mp'rlsonmentofﬁve DA EAE, their conviction and sentence of more
nfluentia elements. us’ against an MP or MLA would than two years in a higher court. This
criminalization of politics R Ths so meant meant Mps and MLAS would be
. . w r a person against whom disqualified immediately on
perpetuates itself and deteriorates B e s offences cometon s simnEl 8
e debarred form contesting than ears. (Lily thomas an:
the overall electoral culture. elections (Public Interest Fondation) Lok Pranar case)

Analysis . aug 2014 — G Sept | 2013

T The decision of the higher Sceommnemucn B b 2o "
judiciary to establish Special whom charges have been framed tosbove e
Courts for poll'nClans |S one Wlﬂ- msenf)usof_fe_nces,lnthel.r Sc orders trial courts to hold noconﬁdenceagainstallp

council of ministers(Manoj Narula) dav-to.dav tial i criminal d S 2] ;
. . . Y Y i e candidates in fray (People’s)
good intention. It has the potential cases pending against sitting Union for Civil Liberties)
. . . . M d MLA: d let
of ensuring speedy justice in cases Cibemitn .
involving influential  politicians, e chanes
which otherwisetakes years to deliver. Also, it would be primarily in their own interest to clear their names
quickly, lest their candidature be tainted.

9 The time bound nature of the new scheme will also provide better information to voters about their
representatives.

9 However, creating a court for a class of people such as politicians is discriminatory. Also, such a step wot
guestion the credibility of the regular courts, as it would seem that justice could not be delivered |with
regular means.

1 Another matter of concer is that such special courts are susceptible to having their verdicts overturned on
appeal.

1 Already multiple experiments with fast track courts have not materially changed the quality of justice
delivery in India.

1.4. SECTION 29A OF RPA

Why in News?

TheSupreme Court has recently decided to examine the powers of Election Commission in terms of disqualifyir

convicted persons from forming political parties or becoming offiearer of a party.

Before its introduction, in 1988, the process was fully regulated byEllketion Symbols (Reservation and

w S LINE 4%y, daystidovenyvari@u$ praviS§ichd Jh $e@aiids to @hé

Allotment) Order, 1968which is ograted by the Election Commission.

About Sectior29A
T {SOGA2Y H P! 27T
registration and recognition of political parties in India.
1
1

Under the Symbols Order, an association needed to achi
tangible proof of 1% of the valid votes to be secured by applic

party for registration.

Issues Raised

1 TheGoswami Committee (1990 had shed light on varioussues

related to the section

WWW.Visionias.in

been held that
under criminal
from
immediate effect.

eﬁ?/ virtue of sectior8, 8A, 9,9A, 10 and
@AY of the Act of 1951it has already

contesting

candidates convicte
laws are disqualifie
elections  with
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T

o Now any association to be registered as a political party needs to conform in form only to the prov
of the Constitution, especially to the preamble. Hence, the powers of the Election Commission in r
to registrationof political parties under the Symbols Order has been taken away.

o This has further led touthless mushrooming of many political partieis the country since the Election
Commission had no option except to register. This has created meagtical and adnmistrative
problemsand difficulties at the time of election.

Recent Issues

o Itis argued that if a convicted person in a criminal case gets disqualified to contest election, he s
not be allowed to head a political party, a stance which stands ctedliby the Section 29A.

o Allowing a convicted person to be an office bearer may in long ruddogerous for the inner party
democracy

o It alsothreatens the fundamental righguaranteed under the
Artlclg'19 by using money and muscle power (criminalinat Oonly about 360 actually contested thd
of pOlItICS).. . . . . general election that year.

o The growing number of political parties registered with the
Election Commissioavail all the facilitieslike, tax exemption, political fund contributions, whereas th
number of political partiesvhich regularly contest elections is limieto certain number of registered
political parties.

Of the more than 1100 parties registere
with the Election Commission in 200

Way Forward

T

According to Dinesh Goswami Committee the new provision in section 29A do not serve any pu
towards improving the electoral functioning in the country. Thus, it recommended the delefiche
section.

Further, under the existing section 29A, another clause may be introduced authorising the Elé
Commission to issue necessary orders regulating registration anelgitstration of political parties.

1.5. CANDIDATES CONTESNG FROM TWO SATS

Why in news?

Election Commission has favoured amendments toSketion 33(7pf Representation of the People A®RoPA)
that allows a candidate to fight from two seats at the same time

Background

1 After independence, the provision of contesting frany number of seats was exploited by the leaders
political parties.

1 Dinesh Goswami committee,199@commended that a person should not be allowed to contest electid
from more than two constituencies of the same class

9 Following theDinesh Goswami comitiee, 1990 Section33(7)was introduced in RoPA.

9 Further as peiSection 70 of RoP&andidate has to vacate one sedhthe ends up winning both. The bye
election is conducted in that constituency.

1 Law Commissiorf170th and 253" report) hasalso proposedo bar candidates from contesting from morg

than one constituency

Why it is opposed?

1

|l

z

If the dictum of¥hy S LISNE2§3 @KS P2HNBQAZYRSO2PRAAE (§&KS
should also be followed.

It violates/ A G Arigl8 16 ®bw underarticle 19 of the Constitution of India as citizens vote after knowi
GKS OFyYyRARF(GSQa OKI NI OGS N&c. dndzhdreAistah Eémirit &f Yetraysl Whe
candidate vacates the seat later.

There is also aradditional financial burden on public exchequer, government manpower and othe
resources for holding a bglection against the resultant vacancy.

This is alsanfair to upcoming leaderswho have to vacate space so that the bigger leaders can get t
second seats.

It isdiscriminatory for independent candidates and candidates with relatively lower financial clout.

WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision IAS
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1.6. OPEN PRISONS

Why in news?

Supreme Court has directed the Centre to hold a meeting of prison officials of states and Union Territo
consider setting up of agm prisons.

What is an Open Prison?

An open prison also called as minimsgcurity prison, open camp, or prison without bars is open in fg
respects:

)l
T

T

1 Open to public.e. people an visit the prison and meet prisoners.
Status of Open Prisons in India Recommendations related to Open Prisons
. . . . . 1 All-India Committee on Jail Reform, 198
1 In India, thef|r§t open prison was started in1905 in recommended the government to set up an
Bombay Presidency and in Uttar Pradesh affer geyelop open prisons in each state and |
independence. similar to the Sanganer operamp of
9 Prisons in India are governed by Prisdqs, 1900 and Rajasthan.
various stags have enacted their own prison rules as it{ig United Nations Standard Minimum Rulej
a state subject. for the Treatment of Prisoners Nelson
1 Seventeen states are reported to have about $9 MandelaRuleg has highlighted that open
functional open jails housing around 6000 inmates with p”sog,ff p,ro"'dfe fa"foﬁrab'le Cogd'“_ons iq
Rajasthan having 29 such prisons, the highest that any rehabilitation of carefully selected prisoners

Who are eligible for open prisons?

1

T

Impact of Open Prisons

)l
1

T

10

Open to prisoners.e. inmates can go out during the day but have to come back in the evening.

Open in seurity i.e. there is absence of precautions against escape, such as walls, bars, locks and
guards.

Open in orgardation i.e. working is based on inmates' sense of-setponsibility, seffliscipline, and self
confidence.

201308 KlIHao wShEyYisgoa yRNSWWA2FANEGF 4 2LISYSR Ay

Every state law defines the eligibility criteria of inmates who can be in an open prison but the inmate H
be a convict and not an under trial.

ies t

ur

arme

t di

as tc

Convicts who haveerved part of their sentence, displayed good conduct and are physically and mentally fit

to work may be sent to open prisons. Howevapists, terrorists and repeat offenders are not sent for them.

Reduceovercrowding as the occupacy rate in jails was observed to be around 117.4% till December 20
Rehabilitativeapproach: Open prisonseward good behaviour and gives them training in-seliancethus
providing a shift from retributive to rehabilitative approach.

Economicbenefit: They can also provide dependable permanent labour for public works such as
construction, road building etc. simultaneously providing income to the inmates.

Psychological benefitsOpenness and freedom in these prisons prevent frustrations, create hopong
longterm prison mates, and provides a positive ssdfeem, lesser insecurity and guilt, a better adjustme
to personal problems and more -@perative attitude toward inmates and authorities.

Skill training: They can provide training in agriculey industry or any other vocational training so that the
can find suitable employment after they are released after their term.

Suitability for release:They are helpful in examining the suitability of releasing offenders from pris
before the end ofheir prison term.

Lesser Construction and operational costisan traditional jail system as they are relatively easier
construct and maintain.

WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision IAS
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Suggestion

1 Common rules of eligibility for admission, remission and providing facilities for offendergmpoizons in
all states must be framed.

1 A checkmust also be kepbn biases, pressures and corruption in preparing lists of prisoners to be sent to
open prisons by superintendents.

9 Assign powers to the courts for sending certain types of offenders directipen prisons.

Note: For Prison Reforms in general please refer to July 2017 current affairs of Vasion

1.7. JUDICIAL ACCOUNTARITY & RTI ACT
Why in News?

I NBOSyld | A3K [/ 2dz2NI 2dzZRISYSy G 2 @SNI dzZNyY SR ngi 8CSrules (S y
being inconsistent with RTI Act.

Background

1 TheCIC had held that the SC rules are inconsistent with the RTlaAdtthat the Registrgf courts must
respond to applications within the RTI framework alone.

1 This was after the SC Registry hacketdd RTI application and asked the petitioner to apply under the
Supreme Court Rules only for seeking any information.

1 TheRegistry filed a writ petitiond SF2NB (GKS 5St KA |1/ Ay HAamm Ay ¢
without addressing Section 23 tife RTI Act. In November, 2017, HC, fin&lly S NIi dzNJy SR / L/ Qa

Judiciary and RTI

1 Numerous petitions seeking information from the court under RTlaaleed to be applied under SC rules
Apart from this various courts have also framed their own rulgger which various regulations.
91 Further, although the courts were included in the definitid
of Public Authoriti_es(section 2 (h))mpst of the HCslid not SYGSNIFAYAY3 alye a
even appoint Public Information Officer@10s) even month{ proceeding in respect of any order mad
after this act came to force which dexi people their rightto| gy RSNJ G KA & ! O £
information.
1 However, the Supreme Court Rules undermined the RTI in four key ways. Unlike the RTI Act, the Rules do |
provide for:
o0 atime frame for furnishing information;
o an appeal mechanism, and
0 penalties for delays or wrotfigl refusal of information.
o YF1Sa RAaAOf2adNBa (2 OAGAT Sya O2yiAy3aSyid dzaxiy
In sum, the Rules allowed thediciary to provide information at its unquestionable discretion, violating the text
and spirit of the RTI.

nSection 23 of RTI Actforbids courts from

1 The RTI Act does npermit any appeals to be entertained by any court un8ection 23 Nevertheless, the
contradiction arisesfrom the fact that the Indian Constitution gives powers to the Supreme Court and|the
high courts that override any statute.

1 Further, SC has said th#ie decision of the Registrar General of the Court will be final and not subject to|any
independent appeal to Central Information Commission.

These issues have brought the credibility of judges under question.
Including Judiciary under RTI

Pros

1 It will increase the amount of transparency in judiciary in case of appointment of judges as it may decreas
nepotism and despotism as criticized to be present in judiciary.

1 Courts have always been questioned for pending cases. RTI can place yardstick amonyg faditmely
disposure of justice.
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9 It will increase accountability of judiciary as judges can be held accountable for their decisions.
9 It will increase the faith of people if they could also know about judicial working.

Cons

1 It may compromise secrecy & sgity involved in certain cases. This may prove detrimental for our countt
1 It may compromise independence of judiciary as specified by constitution and may lead to politicizati
judiciary.

1 It may create extra burden on judiciary and delays in jubagg@ointments & transfers as an over consciolls

approach may be adopted to avoid conflicts.
Conclusion

1 In the famousRaj Narain Vs Indira Gandhi cagbe SC laid down the foundation of Right to Information
India stating that the people of the countnabe the right to know about every public act, which is derivg
from the concept offreedom of speech However, the judiciary has itself undermined the same right
information. The Supreme Court should begin practicing what it preaches.

1 While allowing tle judiciary to be controlled and regulated by the executive or the legislature might
fraught with danger, it is also dangerous to allow the judiciary to function without any semblanc
accountability and public scrutiny.

1 It has been specified by thefRAct that any law, rule, or regulation that is in conflict with the RTI Act sha
subservient to the RTI Act. Therefore, instead of looking for the loopholes in the law and ascertaini
escape clause to avoid disclosure, the law should be intezdrby the Supreme Court in its true spirit, an
embrace disclosure of information as a matter of law.

9 Itis high time that higher judiciary be brought under RTI Act with following limitations:

0 Subjudice case where disclosed information can influence j@ge @S NRA Ol @

o Confidential information to maintain unity and integrity of nation.

o LT GKS AYyT2NXNIGA2Y R2Sa y2i RSIt @gAGK A&aadzs
way.

1.8. ADULTERY LAW TO BEREVISITED

Why in news? Section 497 of IPQ\dultery

Supreme Court hasgreed to re | Whoever has sexual intercourse with the wife of another man, without
examine the constitutional validity of consent or connivance of that manych sexual intercourse not amountin
Section 497 of IPC and Section 198to the offence of rape, is guilty of the offence of adultehy.such case the
of CrPQelated to adultery in India. wife shall not be punishable as an abettor.

Section 198 of CrRBrosecution for offences against marriage

Need for reex.amlnatlon of Section | No person other than the husband the woman shall be deemed to b
497 and Section 198 aggrieved by any offence punishable under section 497.

Various Personal Laws

Adultery is aground for divorcein all the personal laws. For e.g. Secti
13(1) of Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, Section 2(viii)(b) of the Muslarrik&bes
Act, Section 32(d) of the Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act, 1936 etc.

I The Sections gagainst Gender
Equality and Gender neutrality
wherein the man committing
adultery can be sent to jail for 5

years while thewoman is absolved of any ) ) _ -
. - o . Recommendations of Various committees and Commissio
criminal liabilitycommitting similar acts

- S Law Commission, 1971 jn its #2xeport.recqm

T ¢KS ] LJN‘E_Q)} a )} 2y 2% LJ ZQ]}‘ r%a%gb%rgl law %’eﬁjéngutral gan c?nZ‘ t&%ﬁl@gr
Y ye Fdanfbrdes dekual stereotypes term from five totwo years.
that man is sexual agent while womannaive, | § Malimath Committee, 2003ecommended similar
gullible and a passive sexual partner. treatment for man and woman committing adultery.

T LG £ az LINB a S yroraantict| 1 WakiofidR Coshrissiond for Women in 200
paternalisnE ¢ | & GKS 62YSy Ardcom@endedithatradind sRould bé decriminalised.
property of men by giving husbands the United Nations Working Group on laws that
exclusive right to prosecute the adulterer. discriminate agairtswvomen in 2012 asked for repealin

It subordinates womerby depriving wife fom laws that treat adultery as a crime.

o
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1 Thelegislative intentof preventing adultery gets compromised when indirectly husbands get a free lice
to have extra marital relationships with an unmarried womadj\vercee or a widow.

1 The section is also agairmitonomy and dignityof a woman (Article 21 of constitution) by taking away h
right over her body.

1.98 - %' (!, ! 9! GARDIBLAW) ! ,

Why in News? Important functions of SAC

Meghalaya became thfirst state in India to operationate | T lay down a systematic audit practices,
asocial auditlawW¢ KS a SIKIE t F &l /[ 2 Y WdAdNsg the tate \ghvaRmengnt pn @l page
FYR tdzotAO { SNBAOSE {20Alf . | CADEERNIRY the ipgRiesentation giihis 4t

Important Features of the Act mechanism from time to time and recommen

T

1

Significance of the move

)l
)l

1

T

(Please refer July Current Affairs, 2017, for further details on Social Auditing)

1.10. SCHEMES FOR NORTHASTERN REGION

Why inNews?

T

Northeast Special Infrastructure Development Scheme

T

13

prosecuting her husband or the woman with whom her husband has committed adultery.

review the monitoring and grience redressal

improvements required

A social audit facilitatorwill be appointed to conduct §  preparation of annual reports to be laid befor

the audit directly with the people who will presen the Assembly by the State Government on t
findings to the Gram Sabha, which will further ad status of the implementation of the
inputs and the result will finally go to the auditors. programmes and schemes

A Social Audit Counci{SAC) has been established ag & monitoring the implementton of this Act, etc.
panel to review government programmes during the
course of their implementation.

The Act provides a listf programmes, schemes and projects to be audited.

O

It will make it easier and quicker to correct course as it will be conducted alongside the scheme.

So far, social audits have been done at the initiative of civil society orgamsathich had no official
sanction.

¢KS ftS3aratrdAzy LINPGARSA | t£S3Lt FNIYSE2N] T2
and various other government programmes.

It also provides a template for other states to enact such alb@s.

Union Cabinet approved introduction of new Central Sector Schetnd 2 NI K 9 ad { LIS
Development{ OKSY S ¢ féoim Q00 A1& { U

Central Capital Investment Subsidy Schemred Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLGRR@mMes
were also approved for continuation till 2020.

It is a central sects scheme with 100% | North Eastern Industrial and Promotion Policy (NEIPP)
funding by Uniongovernmentlaunched to fill | q NEIPP was launched in 2007 with a view to bo
the gaps in creation of infrastructurender industrialisation in NER. It is the revision of North E
following sectors: Industrial Policy, 1997.
o Physical infrastructurerelating to water | 1 It covers the entre NER and comprise of failog
supply, power, connectivity and specially ~ benefits:
the projects promoting tourism o Central Capital Investment Subsidy Scheme, 2007
Central Interest Subsidy Scheme

o0 Infrastrucaure of social sectors of 0 >

o Central Comprehensive Insurance Scheme
0

0

education and health. ; ) o ,
Excise Duty exemption on value addition basis

100% Income Tax exemptifor a period of 10 years.
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Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources Scheme (NLCPR)

1

T

Central Capital Investment Subsidy Scheme

T

)l
T

14

It is an accrual of the unspent balance of the mandatory 10% budgetary allocation for the BNwmttTn

Region of the Ministries/Departments. It was ated in 199798, with a funding pattern of 90:10, 1o

o Ensurespeedy development of NEBYy increasing the targeted flow of budgetary resources.

0 Hnancesocial and physical infrastructure projecisertaining to subjects in the Union and Concurret
Lists of he Constitution.

It is utilized by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) under the two Schen

NLCPR; State (fund the priority projects of North Eastern Stajesnd NLCPFCentral (funds projects of

national and regional importandagy the central ministries)

Recently a NLCRRentral fundedruirial Hydro Electric Projeatas inaugurated in Mizoram.

To promote theNorth Eastern Industrial and Promotion Policy, 20@&ntral government introdiced the
Central Capital Investment Subsidy Scheme in 2007.
It promotesdevelopment of new industrial unit@s well as existing ones.

It provides asubsidy of 30% on the capital investmeint Plant and Machinery or any additional investment.
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