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1. POLITY AND CONSTIUTION
1.1. REFORMS IN FUNING TO POLITICAL PARIES

Why in news?

The union budget 20:I8 announced certain reforms tq § The bonds will only be issued by a notified ba

bring transparency in funding to political parties. 1 It couldonly be bought using cheques or digitdl

payments.

Reforms 1 The bonds purchasdaly donorwill be given to a

9 The maximum amount of cash donation that a politiq  Political party for a fixed period of time.
party can receive will bB0OOO/- from one person. T A political party using their notified bank

1 Political parties will be entitled to receive donatiomg account can convert thes? bonds Into money.
cheque or digital moddrom their donors. T ﬁ‘" political parties areequ_wed o n0t|.fy Fhe'r

. . ank account to the Election Commission.

T An amendment is being proposed to tReserve Bank 1 This bond will be like a bearer cheque which v
of India Actto enable the issuance @lectoral bonds facilitate donor's anonymity.
(India will be the first country in the world)in
accordance with a scheme that the Government of India would frame in this regard.

1 Every political party would have to file its return within the time prescribed in accordance with the prov
of the Incometax Act.

1 The existing exemption to thgolitical parties from payment of incorAax would be available only subjec
to the fulfillment of above conditions.

Sources of Funding (in Percentage) Ry e

Background 4y

Rs. 435.85 Crores:

f Election Commissionad asked the government tc "’6" didadifimbidd 0
amend law to lan anonymous contributions of Rs Soove fr 2000
2000 and more to political pags. Be i ep e s

1 Association for Democraticeform highlighted in 75% Sl
its report that 75% fundingto parties came from .
anonymous sources between 2005 to 201415 O oonionsaheve 200900 R, 367430 rores:

Impact Unknown Sources of Income Income

9 1t will help to root out the problem of financing of Political Parties using black money.

1 Money powe in elections will decrease significantly as parties can now accept only up to RS 2000 in c3

1 Functioning of Political Parties will become more transparent and thus become more accountable tov
public.

T It will reduce nexus between big corporate hossd political parties.

1 Inlong term it will result in ethical politics and reduction in criminalization of palitics

Challenges

1 The proposal does not disrupt the flow of illicit political donations but only channels it differently, and
not reducethe proportion of cash from unverifiable sources in the total donations received.

1 The political parties would now have to do is to find more people to lend their names to these donat
hence transparency would still be compromised in funding.

1 Electoralbonds provide a mechanism of anonymity for its buyers. The move though aimed to safeg
general public can be used by corporate houses to fund political parties to develop nexus with party
receiving end.

1 The Budget makes it mandatory for politigerties to file returns within a time limit, but in the absence ¢
extreme penal provisions compliance is likely to be low.

Way forward

1 There is a need to put cap on funding by big corporate housesh @nations should be made public as
done inUS Alsq law couldbe enacted to prohibit political parties giving any undue benefits to corperate

9 Political parties should be brought under the ambit of RTI as followed in coulitedthutan, Germany etc.
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Budget should have placed a cap on the amouptgy may receive in cash as a donation.

State funding of elections should be considered as recommended by Dinesh Goswami committee (1990).
To ensure transparency stricter provisions should be enacted so that parties maintain list of donors ant

which can ke scrutinized easily by IT department.

The funds of the political party should be audited by an independent auditor .The responsibility should not

be given to the inside auditor. The details should be placed in public domain.

Arguments in favour of statéunding Arguments against state funding

1

State funding increases transparency inside the pi 1 Through state funding of elections the tax payers
and also in candidate finance, as certain restrictions forced to support even those political parties
be put along with state funding candidates, whose view thedo not subscribe to.

State funding can limit the influence of wealthy peog  State funding encourages status quo that keeps
and rich mafias, thereby purifying the electiprocess established party or candidate in power and makeg
Through state funding the demand for intern difficult for the new parties.

democracy in party, women representation § State funding increases the distance between polit
representations of weaker section can be encouraged leaders and ordinary citizens as the partiEsnot depend
In India, with high level of poverty, ordinary citize] on the citizens for mobilization of party fund.

cannot be expected to contribute much to the giglal | T Political parties tend to become organs of the sta
parties. Therefore, the parties depend upon funding rather than being parts of the civil society
corporate and rich individuals.

1.2. MINISTRY OF RBANDEVELOPMENT NEW REFORMMATRIX

Why in hews?

Ministry of Urban Development has evolved a new reform matrix to enable State and City Governments t
implement reforms over the next three years fotueinaroundin urban governance, planning and finance.

Major Reforms Suggested in the Reform

1 Moving to aTrust and Verify Approach

V The present system requires verification first and then issuing approval. Instead trust needs {o be
reposed in the citizens and approvals may be accorded first and to be verified later.

V Thisapproach has been recommended in pest of Permissions for building construction, Change |of
title in municipal records (mutation) and Birth and Death registration, involving the largest number of
physical interactions between city governments and citizens.

1 Formulating Land Titling Laws

V Asper McKinseyver 90% of the landecords in the country are unclear. Land market distortions and
unclear land titles cost the country 1.30% of GDP per year.

V This calls for enactment of Land Titling Laws and their implementation in a specific time frame.

1 Credit Rating of Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) and Value Capture Financing

V Total revenues of the municipal sector accounts for only 0.75% of the total GDP which is 6% for|Sout
Africa, 5% for Brazil and 4.50% for Poland.

V' So, municipalities need to recoveome of the value it creates for private individual. This can be done by
issuing Municipal Bonds for meeting the capital expenditure needs of cities.

1 Improving Professionalism of ULBs:

Steps to Incentivize Above Steps

)l
1

V As per Goldman Sachs, a bureaucracy that is based on merit rathesdhn#ority could add nearly a

LISNOSy Gl 3S LRAyldG Fyydaftte G2 GKS O2dzyiNBQ&a L

V Also, shortage of qualified technical staff and managerial supervisors in ULBst ineesation.
V Professionals in city governments should be inducted by emagpng lateral induction and filling top
positions in cities through open competition.

IncreaseReform Incentive Fundrom Rs.500 cr during 20118 to over Rs.,3000cr per year over the next
three years of implementationggiod.

Ranking of Citiebased on performance under each reform category for providing reform incentive ur
AMRUT Guidelines.
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9 Introduction of new initiatives viz., Transit Oriented Development Policy, Metro Policy, Green Urban Mg
Scheme, Livahji Index for Cities, Value Capture Policy dfetal Sludge Management Policy.

1.3. NEW CBI LAW
Why in News?

1 Government of India (GOturned down the recommendation of Parliamentary Standing Committee ¢
Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and JUGISEpn a new law for theCBI

Background Central bureau of Investigation

L i i It is the main investigation agency of the centrg
T Supreme Court invineet Narain casegave | = government for cases relating to corruption and majd
reforms for making CBI independent. criminal probes.

f SQuled that the Director of the CBI should by It has its origin irSpecial Police Establishmesét up in 1941
appointed on the recommendations of @ to probe bribery and corruption during World War II.
committee headed by theCentral Vigilance| 1 CBI was set up byrasolution of Ministry of Home Affairsn
CommissiongrHome SecretanandSecretary 1963 afterSanthhanam committeerecommendation.
in Depatment of Personnelas members. 1 Superintendence of CBI rests with CVC in corruption c

1 Earlier Supreme Court (SC) has termed CB| agnd with Department of personnel and training in oth
acaged parrot with many mastersn account mitt%s' it acts as tacEe office#m ger I%S)PT
2F LREAGAONE Ay SNJFS}}L%MEUQ Ry s Teadend A OlLh 2y A Y

) ives al power’to
 PSC 8% report wanted to replace Delhi statutory body as g g p

Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Att V2Z2NR W .LQ Aa y2id YSydAady

1946 by a new CBI law. V Executive order of MHA did not mention CBI to

constituted under DSPE Act.

9 Functions of CBI includeolving:

1 Effective Cadre management Currently, V Corruption Cases
vacancies in CBI have to be plugged throygh V Economic Crimes like financial frauds, narcoti
State or other Central forcesSo, under a : -
separate lawCBI could manage its cadre more efficiently.

1 Administrative auonomy- CBI Director should be given the powers ofofficio Secretaryto allow direct
reporting to the Minister of Personnel reducing the hassles in going through DoPT for even
administrative issues.

1 Financial PowersCurrently the CBI is not tamcially independent, thus making it prone to being interfere
by the government.

Need of an independent law

Issues involved

1 New CBI law will have to be passed bgoastitutional amendment in State List relating to law and orde
which may violateghe spirit ofcooperative federalis.

1 CBI powers are misused for vested gains leadingpt transparency and accountabilitpf the agency to
the people at large.

Significance of the report

1 A new lawwill make CBI a statutory bodythus giving it more autonomy to function and reducipgjitical
interference.

1 CBlis involved in multiple functions making it a large monolithic organizatioewAaw will clearly define
its roles and responsibilities

Steps taken by government to strengthen CBI

1 Operationalizing CBI courter effective prosecution.

1 CBI has beeaxempted from consultation with UPSC for recruitmetd the post of DSP for a period of 3
years in 2017.

1 Advanced Certified Course for CBI officdts enhance their investigation skills, forensic data collectio
cdlection of ewdence, skills etc. by trainirfgpm National Law School of India University déiMiBangalore.

1 Various schemes for Modernization of training centers in CBI, GRlvernance, comprehensive
modernization of CBI branches/offices etc are bampglemented.

9 WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision IAS
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Way Forward

The role, jurisdiction and legal powers of the CBI need to be clearly laid down. It will give it goal clarity, rol

clarity, autonomy in all spheres and an image makeover as an independent autonomous statutory

Therefore CBhBIv will be a step in the righdirection. Apart from this Lipal Bill and CVC should be strengthened

to make CBI truly robust.

1.4. REVIEW OF STATUS ©®BATTORNEY GENERALNDER RTI

Why in news? ) - .
_ _ Various constitutional provisions relate
The Delhi HC ruled that the office of Attorney General (AGd¥ not | o AG include:

come under theambit of RTIAct as it is not a public authority undg §q Article 76mentions about AG as the
section 2(h)of the act. highest legal officer in the country.

Presentstatus 9 Article 88 mentions about rights of
AG with respect to the Houses ¢
Parliament and its Committees

Recently a two judge bench of HC held that AG is not a p

body

authority because: which includes:

1 The relationship between AG and GOl is laiveyer and clientas V He has thaight to speak and to
AG is appointedinder article 760f the constitution to provide take part in the proceedings of
advice on legal matters to the government. both Housesof Parliament and

! AGI maintains degal and trustworthy relationshipwith the their joint sittings and any
Government of India and does not occupy an office of profit g committee of Parliament  of
KSyOs8 Olyyz2i 068 KStR G2 0eS which he may be a member. — p 5

meaning ofSection 2(h)of the RTI Act V' Buthe does not have the right i
vote in the Parliament.

1 As t_he functions performed by AG are s_imilar to an advocate t 1 Aficle 105 defines that powers,
he is not empowered to change relations or rights of othe * pivileges and immunities of AG ar
Hence AG can be considered a public authority under the act. similar to Member of Parliament.

1 The essential services ptided by the AGI are to advice th
Government upon legal matters and perform other duties such of a legal character as may be assigne

1 Further AG cannot put in public domain his opinions or materials forwarded to him.

1.5. EXIT POLLS

Why in News?

1 FIRswere filed in Uttar Pradesh against the editorldinik Jagran and the head of the surveying agen
Resource Development International (I) Pvt. Ltd after they let publish the results of an exit poll online.

Issues involved

T Supreme Court in PUCL case (2013) acknowledged the importance of free and fair elections.
1 Itis alleged that both opinion polls and egitlls hinder the conduct of free and fair elections

1 Influence of Paid newbas further increased the resistance tachupolls.

9 Voters also have fundamental right to informationand media through exit and opinion polls.

Background

1 In 1998 Lok Sabha and State Assembly polls, Election commission introduced gyuiddén Article 324:
While carrying the results of exit dropinion polls, newspapsrand channels shall disclese
V Sample size of the electorate
V Details of polling methodology
V  Margin of error
V Background of the polling agency

1 In 1999, guidelines were challenged by media and a Constitutional Bench said thednBGt enforce
guidelines in the absence of statutory sanction. Therefore ECI took them down.

1 In 2004 ECI gave recommendation to amend the Representation of the People Act 1951 to ban both e
opinion polls during a period as specified.

1 In 2010, regtictions were imposeanly on exit polls through the introduction of Section 126(A) in the RO
Act 1951

10 WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision IAS
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Significance Exit poll

1 Opinion and Exit polls are useftd gain
insight into what people think of the| after people have voted
policies and programmes of thefq
government

f Polls also help people get aware abolt being held in more than one.
their rights. It helps the voters decidef
better thus enhancing our deliberative
democracy

Criticism after the polling ends

{1 Proposal to ban Exit polls is considered {taopinion Poll
be a move against freedom of speech af
expression.

1 Critics say they opion and exit polls are
politically motivated and influence thq
choice of the voter unfairly.

Way Forward _

1 An independent regulatorthat could set Global Practices
up standards of professional integrity for gll * 515 1 to 24 hours before poliing.
poll research and accredit the agenci¢sy | the United States, opinion polls and its publication is
better scrutiny.

1 The regulator can also be empowered t

Why in news?

Scenes of pandemonium were witnessed iRKJAssembly
following statement of Chief Minister Mehbooba Mulfti in whig
she termed those acting to weaken Article 370 as-aationals.

Background

T

About Article 370 and Article 35A

1
1
1

11

1 An exit pollis apost-election surveyconducted immediately

Exit poll results cannot be published till the last round
elections is over. It covers even other states when polls

For eg. In 2017 state electis in Punjab, Goa, UBttarakhand
and Manipur, exit poll results cannotlpublished till voting for
the current round of elections in these five states ends.

1 EC bans exit polfsom the time the poll begins till hadan-hour

]ﬂ An opinion pollis apre-election surveyli 2
on a range of electionelated issues.

1 Results of any opinion poll or any other poll survey in ¢
electronic media is prohibited during the period 48 hou
including the hour fixed for conclusion of voting in each of 1
phases in connection with the elans.

i Sixteen European Union countries ban reporting of opin

integral part of free speech in elections. The only restrictior
to notreport likely outcomesrom exit polls before voting.

3 §KSNJI

setup standards orparameters of survey

like sample size, sampling methodology, timeframe, quality of training of research staff etc.

1.6. ARTICLE370

Jammu and Kashmir High Count@ct 2015) had ruled that
Article 370 has assumed placepgrmanence irthe
Constitution and the feature is beyond amendment, repeal
or abrogation.
However, the Supreme Court said that only Parliament ¢
take a call on scrapping Article 370 that accords spe
autonomous status to Jammu and Kashmir.
The Supreme Court in aekh appeal in November, 2016 hg
agreed to examine the inviolabilityttached to Article 370.
Article 370, Article 354 Y R 2 G KSNJ | aLJSO
status have been challenged in four important cases in
Supreme Court and two in the Delhi High @ou

Can Article 370 be Revoked Unilaterally?

1 According to the clause 3 oArticle 370,
G¢KS tNBAARSYG Yl &>
declare that this article shall cease to
2LISNF GADST WLINRJDARS
GNBO2YYSYRI(GAZ2Y 2 F
raasSvyofe 2F (KS

9 Thus, Article 370 can be revoked only fif
new Constituent Assembly of Kashm
recommends revocation.

1 Since the last Constituent Assembly w
dissolved in January 1957 after it complete
GKS GFral 2F FNI YAyST
so if the Parliament agrees to scrap Artic
370, a fresh constitent Assembly will have
to be formed.

9 The constituent Assembly will consist of trf
same MLAs elected to the State Assemt
Simply put, the Centre cannot repeal Artic
370 without the nod of J&K State.

Article 370 of the Indian Constitution is ‘#&mporary

provision'which grants special autonomous status to Jammu and Kashmir.
Except for defence, foreign affairs, finance and communicatignshe Parliament needs thetate

government's concurrence for applying all other laws.

Article 35Agives special rights and privileges to permanent residents of J&K, and empowers its legislature t

frame any law without attracting a challenge on grounds of violating the right tolgégud people from

other states or any other right under the Indian Constitution.
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Special Status to J&K

1 Legislative powers:The state's residents live under a separate set of laws, including those related to

citizenship, ownership of property, and fundamal rights, as compared to other Indians.

9 Territory: Indian Parliament cannot increase or reduce the borders of the state and Indian citizens
other states cannot purchase land or property in Jammu & Kashmir.

1 Emergency Provisions

from

V The Uniongovernment cannot declare emergency on grounds of internal disturbance or imminent

danger unless it is made at the request or with the concurrence of the state government.
V Centre can declare emergency in the state only in case of war or external aggression
V The Center has no power to declare financial emergency under Article 360 in the state.

1 Constitutional Amendment a Constitution amendment becomes applicable to J&K only after the President

issues an order.

1.7. PROMOTIONOF NATIONAL SONG
Why in News?

1 Supreme Courtejected a plea to direct the Central government to frame a national policy under Artic
51A2F (KS /2yadAiddziazy G2 LINRBY2(GS (GKS bl aA2yl f

V It also rejected making the National Anthem compulsamyoffices, courts, legislative houses an
Parliament.
V Howeverthe courta { S LJG the plela @h&téschools should play or siNgtional Anthem on working
days
Background

1 Article 51A (a)¢ It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to abide by thedfitation and respect its
ideals and institutionghe National Flag and the National Anthem.

1 The Supreme Court ordered in 2016n@andatorily play the National Anthem before screening of a movig
in cinema hallsvhen the audience must stand and show respect.

Arguments given .
National Song

1 Fundamental Duties cannot be made compulsory fQury | GA2y f &a2y3 A& Wzl
They only direct individuals to become a better Sanskrit byBankimchandra Chatterji.
citizen. They are also not enforceable in courts. | T It was first sung at the 1896 session of the Indi
1 The Supreme Court has pointed out that the National Congress.
National Song has not been mentioned in the National Anthem _ . _
Fundamental Duties 1 Indian NationalAnthem is the first stanza of Rabindi

Ford bid ; tional bols | ¢ d bl GK ¢ I2NB@&A 2¢2 YWt f SR
Il Orang@ICArREY Nalqpagymbois IS not an originally composed in Sanskritized Bengali.

ethical way to promote a feeling of nationalism q ¢ as translated to Hindi and Urdu by Abid Al
and patriotism in the citizens. 1 It was first sung in 1911 convention of Congress.

Significance

1 By rejecting the idea of a policy on National anthem, flag and song, Supreme Coaxtdided national
symbols becomig a tool of promoting moral policing
1 Supreme Court has aléeld personal choice over dictating patriotisin this decision.

Way Forward

1 Gradual steps should be taken rather than radical changes. Educating the people on the nationa
anthem and songg At f AYONBIasS FO00OSLIityOS 2F GKSY Ay

e

3%

| flag
|.

fundamental duty to promote them. A policy on them seems to be a futuristic idea and is not relevant in

present times.
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1.8. SPOILS SYSTEM

Why in News? Spoils System
1 11 appointments made by the State Governor to thef Itis also calleghatronage sysm.
Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission were |s&tUnder this, awinning political partyrewards its

aside by the Madras High Court and the Supreme campaign workers and supporters by appointin
Court (SC) recently. them to government postr by other favours.

Background
1 The Madras HC observed thaipointments were made in a hurry and the process wasspicious

1 Eg. Selection of chairperson of Tamil Nadu Commission for Protection of Child Rights created a leg

controversy as the qualifications for the post was not met, thus violating the law.
1 InUpendra Narayan Singh case (200STobserved . '
that the Public Service Commissions are beconJir@”'de 14 State shall not deny equality before law
victims of spoils system equal protection of law on grounds only of religio
1 Evenappointments and exits of Governorsvith rac.e, caste, sex or place of birth. . _
changes in polical dynamics is an indication of aArt|cIe 16 State shall not deny equality of opportunit

shift towards spoils system in constitutional posts. | " mployment for public employment on groung
only of religion,race, caste, sex, descent, place

Issues involved birth, residence or any of them.

1 In Ramashankar Raghuvanshi case (1983C
observed that employment based on the basis of past political loyali@ates Article 14 and 16 of the
constitution.

1 Spoils system creates @nflict of interest in the appointee It may create dack of transparency and
accountabilityin the public administration.

1 Since it igainst meritocracyit mayhurt administrative inefficiency

Steps taken taemove this system

9 Article 320 resulted in the establishment oPublic Service Commissiont® frame service rules and
conditions for selection of meritorious candidates to civil services.

1 Kerala government has recently decided to haveeaicated law to pevent nepotism in government
appointments

What needs to be done?

1 2nd ARC recommendisyingdown certain principledor administrative recruitments to avoid spoils systen
These principles are:

Well-defined meritbased procedurdor recruitment to all government jobs.

Wide publicity and open competitiorior recruitment to all posts.

Minimization of discretionin the recruitment process.

Selection primarily on the basis wfitten examination or on performance in existing boaaat university

examination with minimum weight given to interview.
These principles can be included iCi&il Services Bill

1 Anindependent civil services board at state level with the appointment made by a committee constitute
Chief Minister, Judgekpkayukta etc. can help in making the recruitment transparent.

Way forward

1 Government needs to prevent this spoils system by making the institutions independent of pol
interference. This will help improve administrative efficiency and maximize gamee by giving emphasis
on merit system.

1.9. UN BODY DEFERS NHRACCREDITATION

Why in news?

The Global Alliance for National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI), affiliated to the UN High Commissi
Human Rights, has deferred National Human Rigbitsraission (NHRC)-gecreditation until November 2017.

<<<<
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Reasons cited

1

T

1

Need For Accreditation judicial competence

)l
1

1.10. CONTEMPT BY JUDGE

Why in news?

1 In afirst, the Supreme Court started contempt proceedings agdinstice C S Karnan, a sitting judge of t
Calcutta High Couirt.

1 He hadearlier suo motwtayed a Supreme Court Collegium recommendation to transfer him from
Madras High Court to the Calcutta High Court.

Transfer of a High Court Judge
Contempt of Court Article 222(1) of the Constitution says that t]
1 Contempt of court consists ofvords spoken or written| 4t NSaARSYy u vYiez | #uS
. . - . . .| Chief Justice of India, transfer a judge from o

which tend to t_)rln_g the ac_imlplstratlon of Justice in OpighCourtz I ye 2GKSNJ | A3
contempt, to prejudice the fair trial of any cause or matter.
which is the subject of Civil or Criminal proceeding or in any way to obstruct the cause of Justice.

1 Atrticle 129 aml Article 142 (2) of the Constitutioenables the Supreme Court to issue notice and punish g
one including Judges of the High Court for its contempt or contempt of any subordinate courts.

1 Need of Such PowerContempt provisions have been provided to eres that the Judges do not come

14

_ _ NHRC is a statutory body constituted under t
Flaws in Selection process Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993.

V' not sufficiently broad andransparent NHRC (National Human Rights Commission) consist:

V- lack .Of. unlforn; and precise  criteria for 1 Chairperson, should be retired Chief Justice of Inc
appo'““”g MemDers .. 1 One Member who is, or has been, a Judge of t
V no advertisement for vacancies in top posts |is Supreme Court of India

given out f One Member who is, or has been, the Chief Jus
Flaws in Investigation process of a High Court.
V Non-independent investigators- involvement | { Two Members to be appointed from among perso
of serving or retired police officers in the having knowledge of, or practical experience
investigation of human rights violationg, = matters relating to humanights.

particularlywhere the alleged perpetrators ar¢ 1 In addition, the Chairpersons of four Nation
the police itself. Commissions of (Minorities, SC and ST, Worm

Composition serve as ex officio members.

7

V hyteée Hnmr: 27F 0 Kk®meband gingg————==—=~=

LA A s P -5 d PARIS PRINCIPLES
H Ao |'| 2 UKSNE Kt ay (an onote] The UN Paris Principles provide theernational
governing body.

. ) . . benchmarksagainst which NHRIs can be accred|
V  The legislativerequirement of having an e€JIas | nder five heads: The institution shall

Chairperson and choosing members of the sen 1 Monitor any situation ofviolation of human

judiciary restricts the potential poolof candidates rightswhich it decides to take up.

who can be appointed, especially women. 1 Able toadvise the Governmenbn specific
Other problems violations, on issues related to legislation and
V  mammoth backlog of casesaround 40,000 casey general compliance and implementation

pending with international human rights instruments.

V the complaint redressal mechanism and the qua T Be able to relate toegional andnternational
judicial functioning of the NHRC is not satisfactory| ~ ©rganizations. N
all stakeholders do not have equal and unfettereg T Have amandate to educateand inform in the

accesdo the brocess field of human rights.
P 1 some institutions should be given a quasi

Accreditation confers international recognition and
protection of the National Human Rights Institution besides its compliance with the Paris Principles
A-status accreditation (full compliance with Paris Principles) grants participation in the work and dec
making of Natioh f | dzYly wA3IK{ia LyadAdGdziaAzya obl wL0QA
the work of the Human Rights Council and other UN mechanisms.

under any kind pressure either from media criticisms or by general public opinion and discharge their
without any kind of fear and favour or any external influence whatsoever.
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Arguments against Contempt of Court

1 Contampt of Court proceedings have tledfect of muzzling free speechuaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of
the Indian Constitution.

T ' NOHAOES mMpoHUO AyOfdzZRSa WO2yiSYLIi 2F O2dz2NILQ |+ a
present formis not tenable in a democracy.

1 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargavien the Constituent Assembly said that powers to reprimand contem
concerned only actions such as the disobedience of an order or direction of a court, which were a
punishable infractions.

1 Speech in criticism of the courts, he argued, ought not to be considered as contumacious, for it would s
open up the possibility of gross judicial abuse of such powers; which has now been proved true in
instances.

f Interestingly, in England, whodepa 2F 02y iSYLWi 6S KI @S I R2LIGSRZ
scandalising the court in more than eight decades.

Conclusion

The Contempt powers should be used in such a way as not to violate Right to Freedom of Speech wh
ensuring indepndence of the Judges.

H Starss: 3" April H || Starss: 10" April ||
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2. INTERNATIONAL/INDIA AND WORLD
2.1. ROHINGYA ISSUE

Why in News? About Rohingya

¢CKS !'b KdzYlFy NARIKGE 2T MWagedisn ane inifion (pgopleliin My@arimgh YidenkiiD &

security forces had committed mass killings and Rohingya, a predominantly Muslim group living mainly

gang rapes of Rohingya Muslims and burngd WH 1 KAY'S {dbds 2y dKS O2dzy/iNEQa

their villages i Myarlmar is amulticultural so_clety YVIth v135 communities

. dzi U0KS 1D22dzZitizdhBh{p aLaw,which was
Reason for present crisis promulgated by the erstwhile military juntadoes not
Since October nmc ael yYIlI NDa |l ﬁy%mse%ﬁ %(k)hmgyﬁsﬁ eglg"fl urzyrt NHOS
. = A < A - ~ : eseé peopléack documentation Yo satisfy the catitational

outa Of S NI )/OS.ln e I ofl the2 yﬂ?e uirement that their ancestors settled in the count

western state to root out inswents accused of  pefore 1823.

deadly raids on police border posts. 1 UN hasoften describedRohingyas as one of the mos

Challenges of crisis persecuted minorities in the world

1 At least 69,000 Rohingya have fled to neighbouring Bangladesh, alleging rape, murder and torture |at th
hands of security forces.

1 Alarge number of those escaping thielence endip in thetrafficking networks  |su.

1 The crisis, if left at its current precarious stage, rigpisalingout of control and |  INoiA Ik
will havesecurity and economic implications for its neighbours. BANG.

1 The persecuted Rohingya Muslims are likelyrovide fertile recruting grounds
for extremists. There are reports of increasing radicalisatinithe community. WM YANMAR

1 Bangladesh fears that Islamist heliders, who staunchly support the Rohingya ¥ oyiaw 105
Muslims, are trying to exploit the situation for their political benefits.

1 Some seqtions of the Rohingyas have forragded guerilla groups in Rakhine tg Yo
TAIKU a Armyand oNdaie along the mountainous border. . o " THAILAND

T 584LAGS aél yYIFENR& GNIyaAarldrAzy (26l N.Imm';':‘ya(';ﬁ;%":f'z ONJ OB =
refuses to address the issudung San Suu Kiiaschosen the path of political Rohingya sl in |
expediency in the face astrong antiMuslim sentiment inthe Buddhist majority | Rakhine state has ikely |

kllledhundredsofpeople,|
country. accotding to the UN P
7! GRAPHICS

Way forward

1 The Rohingya crisis is, first of @lpolitical issue in Myanmar The ultimate solution lies in the granting
citizenship and ensuring equal rights in their ancestral home.

1 Until a permanent solution is found in Myanmar, it is the responsibility of refugee hosting countries,
including Bangladesh, to enguthat Rohingya people can live with basic human rights and dignity.

1 China and Indiashare a border with Myanmar aralsohave vested economic interests owing to trade and
investment tiesTheyshould use creative diplomacy to persuade Myanmar to redbidrohingya crisis.

1 International community also needs to play more proactive role in resolving present crisis. Due to lack o
economic interest in Myanmawestern world is not very enthusiastic to resolve the crisis and deialas
internal problem of Myanmar.

T ' {9!'b &aKz2dZ R LXIe& | 1S&@ NR{S Ay ¢g2NJAy3 2dzi || &:

1 Recently, Dhaka announced a plan to relocate the refuged@hémgar Char, an uninhabited island in the

2.2. H1 VISA ISSUE

A Bill backing key changes in the-Bivisa programme that allows skilled workers from other countriefillto
jobs in the U.S. has been reintroduced in Congress by two lawmakers.

16

Bay of Bengalsome 60 km off the mainland. The island, aboutOBO hectares in size, is often flooded

during monsoon. The plan has come under attack from human rights groups as well as the UN.
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http://indianexpress.com/about/aung-san-suu-kyi

. . .
What is the H1B visa programme Bill~ What is a HiB visa?

' The Bill prohibits compaes from hiring HB | The HiB visa is a neimmigrant visa given byJS to
employees if they employ more than 50 peop|eemploy skilled workers from other countries for vario
and more than 50 per cent of their employegsspecialised fields of occupation for a certain period of tim

are H1B and L1 visa holders. f US issues 85,000 HBL visas every year, a sizeal

1 The Bill encourages companies to recrliit chunk of the applicants are Indians.
American workers. 1 The biggest beneficiaries of-HB visas arentians,

It explicitly prohibits replacement of Americapn  followed by the Chinese. In 201720% of total HLB
workersby H1B or k1 visa holders. petitionsapproved were frqm Indians.

1 Earmark 20% of #B visas for small and starp 1 Nearly 86% of th_e HB visas |.ssued for workers
employers. computer occupations go to Indian workers.

9 Strict audit and vetting by Department of Labor to clamp down on fraud or misuse.

1 Prohibit spouses of HiB visa holders from working in the US.

1 Give preference to stients educated in the US forHB visas rather than computerized lottery system.

1 Crack down on outsourcing companies that import workers for temporary training and then send them
home to do the same job

1 The Bill seeks to increase the minimum salardBB visa holders to $130,000per annum.

1 Currently, firms need not go through extensive paperwork if the potentiaBHnployee has an equivalen

2F¥ I aldadSNRa RSINBS 2NJ KAIKSNJ FyR A& LI AR |
Maa i SND& RS3INBS SESYLIWiA2Y 6l a aiGKSe NB SIaife
How does this affect India?
DAGSY (GUKS FILOG GKFG LYRAFQa L¢ O2YLI yASa | NS |
on their costs and earnings.
T Indian outsourcing firms such as Infosys, Wipro, Tata Consultancy Services will be badly hit.
1 Indian students migrating to the states for pursuing a higher degree and tech companies that send
workers on offsite projects will be among the most afted by the changes to the visa policy.
1 Apart from visa curbs, Usad also recently hiked the visa fee for certain categories of th8 ldid L1 visas.

Impact on US economy

1 The Indian IT industry believes that this Bill does not address the root catise pfoblem¢ shortage of
STEM skills (or those in the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) in the U.S.

1 Similarly, unless skiflased criteria are used in addition to walg@el restrictions, numerous U.S. firms wi
struggle to fill midevel jobs with qualified Americans.

T If IT companies within this group are impacted by onerous new restrictions, they would likely pref

entirely offshore their operations to India. Ironically, that could lead to job losses for American workers,.

2.3. INDIA-EAST AFRICA

E -
Why in news? g
VicePresident paid official visit to Rwanda and Uganda, in a bid ta. -
strengthen ties with the East African countri@is was the first high [
level visit to Uganda from India since 1997 and first féylel visitto [, )

N /""/‘Ij Vic|

Rwanda. JJ‘“
‘?/Maglndl

Benias

A.India- Rwanda T~ 7 A
UGANDA

\ DEMOCRATIC 56,,/,, Trtais \

! India and Rwanda have concluded a bilateral air serveéFs Conoo/ KPK_;\K;\;M
agreement enabling direct flights between the two countries. | . d(/w sesis/ BN :

1 The other two MoUs pertained to the setting up of an ,a Lake Victoria 2
entrepreneurial development centre in Rwanda and exemption| of- e " R o

visa forentry of diplomatic and official passports. guroo | PR 1 oarcia, Rwanda, Burunai
Highlights of VP visit

9 Vice President launched thmdia-Rwanda Innovation Growth _
Programasamajor S@nce and Technology initiative /]

International Boundary
Road
Minor Road

River
%  National Capital
TANZANIA = Cityor Town

(] 150 KM

/\\ 0 150 Mile

@‘etﬂ Geslog;
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f ¢KS A0S LINBaARSY (G NBA Gr&shdntingian MisgioR i Rurnadaighigbrihgittiat? |y
this will further cement the strategic partnership.

Rwanda has about 3,000 people from Indian community.
Vice president also paid tribute to the victims of th€94
massacreat the Kigali Genocide Museum

About Tutsi genocide in Rwandm just
100 days in 1994, some 800,000 p&o
were slaughtered in Rwanda bgthnic
Hutu extremists. They were targeting
B.India- Uganda members of the m_inorityl'_u_tsi community,
as well as their political opponents
Both sides agreed to cooperate in the vocational training, sp|{ irrespective of their ethnic origin.

technology and peaceful uses of atomic energy.

1
1

1 As goodwill gesture the Vice President presented medicines worth US$ 2million and medical equipmer
worth US$ 1million to Uganda.

1 India supports some development projects in Uganda, includingleamedical centerat the national
referral hospital that is connected to 11 hospitals in India.

1 India is one of the largest trade partners of Uganda. Bilateral trade is estimated to ar@#H@13 million.

1 There is, at present, a 30,08@rong Indian community in Uganda that is heavily invested in the economy of
the country.

2.4. WORLD TRADE ORGANATION

WTO Director General Roberto Azevédo visited India. During the visit, India flaggedrririgsees pending in
WTO to be resolved befoi@ecember 2017 Ministerial Conference (MC) in Argentina

1 Commerce Minister highlighted the need to ensure that the processes on outstanding-igstlading
arriving ata permanent solution to the issue ofublic stockholding for food security purposesof the
2¢hQa 52KF w2dzyR yS3z20AldA2ya FNB O2YLX SGSR 0o/S¥
Argentina.

1 India will send an expert team to the World Trade Organisation headquarters in Geneva to ensure tha
negotiations orfood security issues and the proposed global services pact are expedited.

LYRAFQ& 2R aAGAZ2Y (G2 AyOfdzaizy 2F yS¢g AaadzsSay
India is againstniroduction of Wy S ¢  Airtod tHeSférfal agenda of the WTF@vel negotiations on

liberalisation of global trade without consensus among all the WTO Membés.issues that have beer
identified for inclusion in the WTO aedectronic commerce anthvestment

A. Electronic commerce issue

1 Their inclusion has been supported by théernational Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and th2@®Business
20, representing the business groups e2EGcountries).
V The ICC and-B0 tabled a proposal in Septembarn mc  F2NJ GKS | R2LIGA2Y |27
commerce.
V This proposal speaks pfomoting micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMES) through the better
adoption of ecommerce.
V The proposal argues that an effective@emmerce environment would level thadaying field between
large and small businesses, thus enabling the latter to overcome the hurdles in accessing markets.
V The WTO Director General has given strong endorsemenctorenerce. He has pointed out that the
increase in Internet penetration (4386 the global population).
V In 2015, Internet penetration in the leadeveloped and low income countries was 12.6% and 9.4%,
respectively. Even for the low middle income countries, the figure was below the global average.
1 Due tohuge disparities in Interet penetration between developed and developing countries the likely
beneficiaries from eommerce would be developed countries.

B. Investment issue

1 The focus is oithe investor state dispute settlement processising which investors can sue their hos
states in private international panels.
1 India has opposed thattempts by some rich countries to work towards a global investment agreement at
the WTQIevel that would incorporate a contentiodsvestor-State Dispute Settlement mechanism.

—
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Way forward

1 Itis quite clear that the inclusion of-eommerce and investment in the WTO would further drive Wezlge
between the rich and the poor nations.
1 The growing disenchantment with the existing model of globalisation has provided a historic opportun

frame newrules that give equal opportunities to all countries and their citizens in the global marketplace.

2.5. EVACUATION POLICY

At present, India does not have a comprehensive evacuation policy to evacuate Indian stranded in conflict

f India has conductednore than thirty evacuation operations across Africa, Asia, and Europe, includin
largestever civilian airlift of 110,000 people from the Persian Gulf in 1990.

1 However, given the lack dbrmal doctrine or emergency planj KS &dz00Saa 2F LYR
been due to individual sacrifices of officials from its diplomedigs, flagship carrieand armed forces.

1 US UK and the NATO havuastitutionalizednon-combatant evacuation operations (NEO) doctrine. Amo
the developing countries, Brazil too has institutionalised a standard operating procedure (SOP).

Why need for comprehensive policy?

1 The increasing size and complexity of the diaspora requires the government to expand capacity and in
procedures.

1 More thanll million Indians now reside abroad and 20 million travel internationally every year.

1 As political instability rattles thé&/est Asian regionwhich hosts more thaseven million indian

What needs to be done?

| First, the governmenneeds to build on its rich experiencén conductingsuch2 LISNJ G A2y a ® |
history, best practices and lessons learned will lieftitutionalizethem.

9 Secondan inter-ministerial committeeshould prepare a manual with guidelines that establishearcthain

of command and division of competencies

¢CKANRI LYRAI Q& RA Lisgediic tiakhitgto OderRtéliB hodilgzsniironménts3I A @3Sy

C2dzNIIKE (GKS adz00Saa 2F Fdzidz2NE 2LISNI GAz2ya ogAf

friendly governments

91 Fifth, the government will have to assigngreater role to its armed forcedn particular by strengthening
0KS bl @& FYyR !'ANJ C2NOSQa OF LI OAGe (2 2LISNXGS

1 Sixth, to minimize redundancies, the govement must institutionalise a permanent interministerial
coordinating mechanism for emergency evacuationgscentivize inter-agency crosposting of officials
dealing with diaspora affairs, and encourage State governments to create regional continggry p

1 Seventh, to avoid cost inflation and delagsyvernment must establish a permanent civil reserve air flee

that pools aircraft from allindian airlines based on pestablished requisition and reimbursememiocess

Eighth,invest in new technologiesl 2 6 SUGGSNJ Y2y A (12N GKS RAFaLR2NIQ

Finally, the government must expand effotts manage public opinionand be able to conduct a quiet

diplomacy that is crucial to safely extricate Overseas Indians from conflict zones.

2.6. INDIA-TAIWAN

= =

= =4

Why in news?

The threemember Taiwanese parliamentary delegation visited India. Taiwan is represented in New Delh

G¢l ALISA 902y 2 YA Oand iidia hasdal 1l WaRIA A LIS AS yTHENB#@A || G A 2y €

Importance of bilateralrelation

Greater cooperation between India and Taiwan could prove critical in helping New Delhi and Taipei achieV

economic goals at home and their strategic aims in the region.

A. Economic Security

1 India and Taiwan have complementary economic strugs Taiwan is known for hardware manufacturin
while India has an established software industry.

1 Taiwan has long been a world leader in higbh hardware manufacturing, and is able to contribute to th
Gal 1S AY LYRAFE£X a5A3IA0GFE LYRAIFE FYR a{YlINL /
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M Trade between the two g{ountnes rerilched $5591 E)I”I)r‘N ew.Southbound, Policy of Taiwan. . 5
AY HAaMn® . dzi ¢FAgGl YyQa aKI-¢I}J‘I§é?§fQ§JNy}<§?@S Epz}\@u;%y{f R
1%of its global trade. ingz2 8y KIF&a fFdzyOKSR (i #

B. Strategic interest L2t AOCRE GKAOK FAYa (2

Indi d Tai h imil I d th ASEAN, AustraliaeM Zealand and India.
ndia an awarshare similar values and there are ng 1 Apart from increased bilateral tradd, is also

serious disputes between the two countriesOn the aimed at peopleo-people contact in the
strategic security front, both India and Taiwan have concens fields of tourism and culture.

Fo2dzi / KAYyl Qa INRSAYI | aaFNIALSY DEA W B with ks p8& F A

§ Taiwan has a better understanding ofK A y I Qa |a i ‘?\Ir?ls.eﬁsé’j‘ﬁrfqéﬁ to consolidate an alreag
. . I existing relationship.
depth becauseof their close geestrategic proximity and

linguisticandcultdr £ GASad ! Of 2aSNJ NBflFGA2yaAKALI gAGK ¢

Strategically, both the countries have security threats from China.

India has a longtanding territorial dispute with China. On the other hand, experts have opined that Be

Oy dz&aS YAtAGENE LRSNW KAYlI yYREAOBRAGIOZYS & dzK

breakaway from mainland China.

1 Additionaly, they sharea common interest of preventing China from making South China Sea its excl
zone.
V Through this, Taiwan can further consolidate its identity as an independent state and India can €

freedom ofnavigation in the South China Sea thrdughich 50 per cent of its trade takes place.

V India can further expand il and gas exploration activities in the region

f Taiwan believesthdt y RA I Q&4 LINBaSyO0S Ay (GKS NBIA2Yy At L

Obstaclem full development of relations

=a =

1 Taiwan still does not haviell diplomatic relations with Indiaand otherimportant countries¢ due to the
OneChina policy.

f India has followed th& h y S / K A forl-decaded, dndm@ages restrictions on the offiakl exchanges
with Taipei.

Chinese reaction to visit

1 China considers Taiwarbaeakaway provincewhich could be reunited by force if necessary.

1 Chinaopposes any diplomatic relations as well as political contacts with Taipei by countries whict
diplomatic relations with it.

1 China has lodged a protest against India for hosting a Taiwanese parliamentary delegation and ask
deal "prudently" with Taiwaimelated matters.

1 China hasnaintainedthat countries that have diplomatic relations with it shodtdlow 'One China’ paty.

2.7. INDIA-BANGLADESH

India and Bangladesh signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the sustainable develop&yhe bf
city with financial aid from India.

1 Under the project,Indiawill provide aid for the construction of a figtorey School Building, a storey
cleaner colony building; and for some development work at a total cost of around Taka 240 million.

1 The signing was the folleup of an earlier Mowf 2013 for the implematation of sustainable development
projects in socieeconomic sectors of Bangladesh.

About Sylhet

1 Sylhet is an ancient city and a historically vibrant city.

1 Originally part of théBengal Presiden@nd laterEastern Bengal and Assam.

1 The town was part ofColonial Assam between 1874 and 1947, when followingefarendum and
the patrtition of British India; it became part of East Bengal

1 It has been a focal point for 1971 Liberation War.
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2.8. INDIA-USA

wSO23ayAairy3d LWaR RI2MNA t5ESHISHEARE: Hasimade changes in its export control laws tf
will benefit India by facilitating smoother transfer of technologies and arms.

Significance

9 LG aAyadaddziazylftAaasSa G§KS LINE 3 NEB a ashavig Righindia2to aF ||

f SOSt G LI N gAGK GKFOG 2F GKS | yAGSR {dFGSaQ
1 The new rule"creates a presumption of approvalfor Indian companies seeking to import Commerd
Departmentcontrolled military items, except Weapons of Mass Destruetelated goods.
This means that only under thiarest circumstances will India be denididenses
The new rule also amends the law so that companies will not need a license at all after becon
Validated End User (VEU).

2.9. SOUTH SUDAN

il
f

Why in news? Sudan border dispute

An Indian national was shot dead by rebel fighters in disputed regfidkbyei, EG T /’l
South Sudan. ¢
[ é\\?/ ;

Red
Sea

1 This is the first casualty of an Indian in the civil war, which began last years

f India launchedd h LISNJ G A 2y { liy JulyR0l6  @¥atusie
nationals caubt in the escalating civil war in south sudan.

1 South Sudan is caught between a borddisputes with its northern
neighbour Sudan, and is facing an internal power battle between Presid

Salva Kiir and former vice president Riek Machar.

CHAD

KHARTOUM
_ ERIT.
NORTH

Sounﬂ'a‘owmmam House

DARFUR

ETHIOPIA

Oil fields
2005 Eéace

accord
boundary

About Abyei region CAR

0
Abyei is an energgich region between Sudan and South Sudan which remjiggfs BHE

diSputed . AFP 220709 ! ‘UGANDA
2.10. ISRAEL-PALESTINE e /”/
] ¥ <
Why in news? Naharyya, '”“ g svma
LaN)} St Qa t I NI AIpassey a faw ihd Soouly y Sa aSia = i ".;’I
retroactively legalise Jewish settlements on privately owred Nazaretr] }/““%
Palestinian land. daderk, =TTy N
1 The legislation allows the Israeli government fo hietenye; <
expropriate private Palestinian land if the landners are o Avivato T
unknown. If known, they will be compensat&d cash or Bat Yam~HOOn et {
o Rishan Lediyyon b |
kind. Ashdod, Ja:u:s:érerﬁa
' The legislation, which for the first time since the Sashacion <~ b T
annexation of East Jerusalem seeks to extend Israeli lay to > ! iy ,’
the West Bank, can be overturned by the judiciary. 7 { =

JLeersheba

9 Since lIsrael occupied th&/est Bank and East Jerusaleip

five decades agomut 140 settlements have been built if <Dimona
Palestinian territories that house more than 600,000 Jews.
Criticism of law NEGEV JORDAN

Critics say the legislation enshrines into law the theft |of
Palestinian land, and it is expected to be challenged in Isrgel's
Supreme Cotr EGYPT

1 The international community overwhelmingly opposgs
settlementsand sees them as an obstacle to peace.

Elat
1 &
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Among the law's problematic elements is that the West Bank is not sovereign Israeli territory and
Palestinians who live there are not citizens atwl not have the right to vote for the government that
imposed the law on them.

2.11. RISK OF FAMINE IN ARICA

UN SecretaniGeneral Antonio Guterres raised the alarm about the risk of famine in northern Nigeria, So
and Yemen and recently the Unit&thtions declared famine in a patch of South Sudan.

)l
1
1

= =4

Nations facing famine are either in war or recovering from decades of conflict

20 million people are on the brink of famine, including 1.4 million children at imminent risk of death.

Famine is a rare angbscific state. It is declared after three criteria are met:

V  When one in five households in a certain area face extreme food shortages;

V More than 30% of the population is acutely malnourished; and

V At least two people for every 10,000 die each day.

Faminewas last declared in Somalia in July 2011

Mr. Guterres cited two reasons for the crisis.

V  Runding the UN needs $5.6 billion to address the needs. Barely 2% of that money is in hand.

V Asall four countriesare reeling from conflict,in many instances, the leaders of warring parties al
blocking aid workers from delivering relief where it is most needed.
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3. ECONOMY

3.1. DIRECT BENEFITTRANSFER IN FERTILIER SECTOR

Why in News?

9 Pilot projects to introduce Direct Benefit Transfg
(DBT) in fertilizer sector have been taken up in

districts.
Why fertilizer sector is suitable for DBT?

9 Fertilizer sector has high leakages of about 4(
DBT can help in prevention of leakages to m4

subsidies efficient and targeted.

1 Central governmentontrol over fertilizer sector is
high. This minimizes administrative complexity.
1 Government has a real timEertilizer Monitoring

Systemthat monitors the fertilizer supply chains.
f Economic Survey considers it ideal to introduce DBT| uniqueness of DBT in fertilizer sector

fertilizer sector with
9 Direct Benefit Tansfergiven in cash

1 Biometrically Authenticated Physical Uptake (BAPY)
certifying identity using Aadhar and physically taki

subsidized goods.
Challenges of DBT in Fertilizer Sector

pr

16
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Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)

DBT scheme was started on 20tt3

o Reform Government delivery system fd
simpler and faster flow of information/funds.

0 Ensure accurate targeting of the beneficiari
by preventing deduplication and fraud.

DBT Mission was created in the Plannir

Commissiorto implement the DBT programmes.

In 2015 it was placed in Cabinet Secretariat un

Secretary (Gordination & PG).

JAM i.e.Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobilare the

three enablers of DBT.

1 The subsidy would be given to the fertilize
companies rather than to the beneficiarie
as given in DBT in LPG.

1 The subsidy variesith different fertilizers
and also from company to company.

1 With respect to fertilizer subsidy, tHeeneficiaries andentittements are not clearly defined

1 Subsidy in case of Urea is more than double its MRP. Theréomeer may be burdened financiallyo give

MRP and subsidy upfront to receive the DBT afterwards.

1 Before DBT, there is a need of reforming the subsidy structure in fertilizers which promotes the exc

use of Urea and destroys soil health.
Suggestions

1 Decanalizing urea importsAllowing more agencies to impor 1
urea and giving them morkeeedom in procurement decisior
would allow flexibility in adjusting to demand.

9 Bringing urea undernutrient based subsidycompared to Il

current practice of cost based subsidy.

9 Securdong term supplies from locations where energy prig

are cheap. Foeg.Agreements from Iran and Oman.

Way Forward

1 Government should make full use of universalization of banking via th®dan Yojana, efficient targeting

Some other reforms in fertilizer sector

Neem CoatedJreac It checks diversion
of urea from agriculture uses and alg
reduces leaching of nitrogen into soil.
Gas price pooling Under this, price of
domestic natural gas is averaged
pooled with cost of imported
LNG to create a uniform rate for fertilize
plants.

via Aadhaar, and the increasing spread of smartphones, to extend DBT to fertilizer sector..

3.2. WORLDEMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAOUTLOOK REPORT

Whyin News?

I International Labour Organization recently released the Wdrlg As per ILO, vulnerable employmel

Employment and Social Outlogkrends 2016 Report.

Findings of the Report

9 It predicts that thenumber of jobless in India will increase fron
17.7 million in 2016 to 18 million by 2018t also predicts the
employment rate to go down from 3.5% to 3.4% in 2017.
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Vulnerable Employment

covers the own account workers
and unpaid family workers

9 They most likely lack decer,
working conditions, social securit
or any representation in unions.

©Vision IAS

BSSiV




T

About International Labour Organization
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3.3. INDIA INNOVATION INDEX
Whyin News?

The World Economic Forum, NITI Aayog, the Wq f Gl is cepublished by Worldntellectual
Intellectual Property Organization and the Cornell Univerg
will work together to develop an India Innovation Index.

Partner
Background 1 Since inception in 2007, it has been ranki
world economies according to their innovatio
1 TheGlobal Innovation IndefGll) is armnnual ranking of capabilities and outcomes using 82 indicatd
countries according to their capacity and success among a host obther important parameters
innovation. 1 India currently ranks 66th out of 128 countrig
1 It is published byornell UniversityyNSEAD, anq ©n the Global innovation Irek (GlI) 2016.

More about India Innovation Index

T 1t will be a "firstof-its-kind online platform” where Global Innovation Index (Gll) indicators and-beati&ric
data from various stas will be updated periodically.

1 The index will measure amdnk the innovation performance of all Indian states

1 It will be structured based on thbest practices followed in Global Innovation Index (Gll) indicatensd
additionally by adding Indieentric parameters those truly reflect the Indian innovation ecosystem.

1 The index will be based on key pillars of innovation andisdizes that together will assist in tailoring
policies that promote inclusive growth.

1 The pillars include the strength of instions, capacity of human capital and research, supporti
infrastructure and the level of business sophistication, among others.

1 The first ranking is expectdd be released at the India Economic Summiit New Delhi on October-@,
2017.

Significance

1 Will identify and measure the grassroots issues that affect innovation capabilities and can help move Ir
aninnovation-driven economy

1 Identifying the root cause problems might eventually help in growth of innovation in the innovation lag

24
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o It may fall by less than 0.2% per year for the next two years, showing only marginal improvements.

o Itis expected to remai above 42% of the total employment in 2017 and account for 1.4 billion peg
all over the world.

o In emerging countries like India, one in two workers fit this category while in developing countries
four out of five workers.

o0 South Asia andub-Saharan Africa are the most affected areas by vulnerable employment.

It was established in 1919 as a part of Treaty of Versailles post WWI.

It is theonly tripartite UN agency brings together governments, employers and workers of member states.

Its aim is to set labour standards, policies and programmespromote decent work for all women and
men.

India is thefounding memberof ILO.

It has three main bodies

o International Laour Conference It sets the labour standards and broad policies.

0 Governing Body It is the executive body taking the final decisions.

o International Labour Office It is the permanent secretariat of ILO supervised by Governing Body.

GLOBAL INNOVATION INDEX

Property  Organization (WIPO), Corn|
University and INSEAD with CIl as a Knowle|

T It has established itself as both a leadil
NEFSNBYyOS 2y Ayy20L i
for policy makers.

the World Intelledual Property Organization, ir
partnership with other organizations and institutions.

statessuch as UP, Bihar, etc.
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3.4. RAIL SAFETY

Why in news?

1 The Railways Ministry is planning to congb# World Bank to identify areas that require investment from
the special rail safety fund announced in the Budget.
Background

Theunion budget 201718 made following announcements for rail safety:

1
1
1

1
1

Reasons for rail accidents in India

1

1
)l

T

Steps neededor reducing railway accidents

1
)l
1
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It will also help in upgrading the overall rank of India in innovation sector globally. Currently India rankg 66 il

Global Innovation Index.

More transparency would eventually help in better policy making and more aware genetal gaob media.
The ranking among states will ajgmmote competitive federalism.

It will also be giving more impetus to Make In India, Digital India, Start Up India, etc. campaign.

For passenger safety,Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosfil be created with a corpus of = 1 lakh crores over
period of 5 years.

Besides seed capital from the Government, the Railways will arrange the balance resources from thejir ow

revenues and other sources.

Government will lay dowrlear cut guidelinesand timeline for implementing various safety works to b
funded from this Kosh.

Unmanned level crossings @&moad Gauge linewill be eliminated by 2020.

4]

Expert international assistance will be harnessed to improve safety preparedness and maintenance practice

Derailments constitute 50% of the total rail accidents, followed by 36% accidents at unmanned
crossings gates.

Lack of fire detection system$/lost trains in India still lack effective systetosletect smoke andire.

Lack of anticollision technologiesThese are devices that automatically halt the train if it overshoots a

AAAyYylLFfd® LYRALF I ¢ KAlGéest Kaway nétiogk afte? thef LR Bhind andzRsHa,

R2SayQi KI @S €6dzOK &l ¥FSie& RSQOAOS

Staff deficit Speeding and skipping red signals are the main causes of concern, human error is a
common cause of accident$he reason for this is partly that there is a shortage of staff, meaning t
workers are often overworked.
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Inappropriate maintenance of tracksAccording to the Khanna Railways Safety Review Committee Report,

nearly 25 per cent of the total railway track in India is over aged and is due for replacement.

Resource crunchThe Khanna Committee had further reported resource ctuis said to be the main cause

of all these happenings in the Indian Railways.

Poor Rolling stockRolling stock, namely locomotives of most trains are not equipped with the Li
Hoffman Busch (LHB) coaches.

Negligence of the GovernmentThere were threehigh level committees constituted on eéhRailways
constituted recently lik&sam Pitroda Committee on Modernization of Railwa#ysl Kakodkar Comittee on
Railway Safety reviewBibek Debroy Committee on Restructuring of RailwetgsAll of those reportsare
lying dormant and recommendations #mplemented.

Accidents also occur due to sabotage.

Strict auditing regarding the integrity of tracks needs to be carried out regularly.

Ultra sound fault detection machés used for precise fault detection need to be expeditiously installed.
Strict legal action should be taken against employees for allowing trains to be loaded heavily beyor
prescribed limits.

Need to ensure materials used in the construction of traates of high quality. Strict auditing of signalin
and integrity of tracks.

Use LHB coaches in place of the ICF coaches so that even if derailments occur due to sabotagec
casualties are minimized.
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