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1. POLITY AND GOVERNANE

1.1. LODHA COMMITTEERECOMMENDATIONS

Background

T

1

accountability is the rule rather than exception. hld o spocing chares April 22: Supreme Court asks
The committee's 'Report on Cricket Reforms'disided into four ’ My 24 Gurrth Mekpoan panelto continue with probe
parts of Chennai Super Kings November 17: Panel says

Key Recommendations
y Distinct heads of concern areas for crickg

1 Structure: To resolve the issue of no proper representation | administration: S
States the Committee proposed the solution in form of poli 3 grgamzatlgn, structufr_e &_‘”:_ relationshif
2F Wh )/Cg)ne{M.émbéléh y S +2{(80w® 0l_Jrce an ex_tento juris |ct|9n

1 Governance:There are various issues. lik®ncentration of E 85:1?:&%?;]”12;99; Z?:;I;Ct'ogsmrac
power,Lack of competenc&)verlap of iverse and sevices gad '
functions,Zonal  considerationdjo.  representation  to 1 Audit, accounts and finances
playersandwomen,No m_depen_cjent_ voicajnlimited term§ 1 Player welfare and dispute resolution
and tenuresandNo._disqualificationsTo resolve this| ¢  confiict of interest
committee_has recommended that governance of the Bq ¢  oyersight and transparency
must be decentralized.

1 Delinking IPL and BCCOne of the important recommendation is to separate the IPL from the otf
activities of the BCCI. The committee also proposed a revamp of the existing BCCI governing council
its membership.

1 The committee also recommended the ctiea of three new positions an ombudsman, an ethics officer
and an electoral officer.

1 Bring BCCI under Right to Information AdPeople have the right to know the functions, facilities and oth
activities of BCCI and it will also help in bringing traNsBay 0@ | YR | OO2dzy G oA f A

1 Legalized betting; The committee also recommended legalizing betting with strong safeguards. And eV
legalized for players and team officials, betting is a big no.

T tfI&SNRa - It dlsh 2200mmeRISRY G§KS SaidlofAakKYSyd 2F LX I
membership to all Indian international and most fidass cricketers who had retired not less than five yed
ago.

Pros

1 The proposed measures could radically alter the way the BCCldnscind it will also improve its publid

A sequence of events starting frotime IPL 2013 spdfixing scandal reahed its logical conclusion when the

three-member Lodha panel submitted its report on the functioning of the BCCI to the Supreme CoU

¢KS NBLRZNI OdzZ YAYlFdSa GKS LI D

; ; May 16, 2013: Rajasthan Feb, 10, 2014: Panel indicts
0 How the game is run in the country Royals players S, Sreesanth, | Meiyappan for betting

0 What could be done to ensure that transparency ar Ankeet Chavan, Ait Chandila

(a) In the first, the objectives of the committee are outlined.  arested on bettng charges Srinivasan ignored violation of
(b) In second report, theroblems associated with the BCGls June 2 N, Srinivasan stops player’s code of conduct.
conflict of interest, corruption, lack of transparency, etc-h aside as BOCI Pesident Jan 22.2015; Supreme Court
been identified and its solution has been recommended. = ioc o ~ | absolves Srinivasan of charge
(c) The third part of the Report on Cricket Reforms ais | ‘;edb Jmpmd of cover-p and misleading
) - . . . panet heatied by Ju 0 | the probe committee
appendix containing the detailed questionnair¢ghat was

provided to the BCCI and stakeholders.

(d) The fourth part igeport on former IPL COO Sundar Ramarwhich committee has cleared former IPL

chief of wrongdoing in connection with the 2013 betting and sfixing scandal.

image and impart mucheeded credibility.
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1 Recommendations such as restricted tenures, bar on holding more than one office at a time, limits on ferms

coolingoff periods between the holding of one office and anotlaed steps to prevent conflict of interest
will be step in right direction if implemented in both spirit and letter.

1 One significant suggestion is that government servants and ministers be kept out of cricket administration
Even if the political class aswvhole is not barred, it will at least prevent influential politicians in government

eyeing the spoils of office in cricket administration.
Challenges

1 Its recommendation on legalizing the betting is a progressive one. However, its implementation, gall
on suitable local legislation across the country.

nin

1 The BCCI will have to ensure strict adherence to the condition that players, managers, officials or anyon

associated with cricket are not allowed to participate in betting.
1 Recently,Sourav_Gangulied Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB) has decided to reject 10 out of th
Lodha Committee recommendations made by the Supreme Court.

e 21

1 Among the rejections are age and tenure issue and the recommendation that government officials can't be

the office beares in BCCI or its affiliated units

Way Forward:

The recommendations are progressive and are aimed at bringing transparency and effectiveness

FRYAYAEGNI GA2Yy 2F ONRO(SG 62Re® | 29SPSNE  { dzLINB Y S

to build a consensus for the better implementation of these recommendations.

1.2. ENEMYPROPERTYORDINANCE 2016 PROMULGATED
Why in news?

Recently, the President of India has promulgatieel Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Ordinance
2016to make amendments to the Enemy Property Act, 1968.

Need What

Property?
9 Under the Defence of Indig
Rules framed under the Defenc

constitutes Enemy

1 To ensure that the enemy property. continues to vest in the Custod
appropriate amendments were brought in by way of an Ordinancg

the Enemy Property Act, 1968 by the then Government in 2010. of India Act, the Government o

1 However, the ordinance lapsed in September 2010 and later introdu{ India todk over the properties

bill was also lapsed because of completion of term of Lok Sabha. and companies of such persor

who had taken Pakistan

Provisions of the Ordinance nationality due to partition of
India in 1947.

I <Once an enemy property is vested in the Custodian, it shall continu| § These enemy properties werd
be vested in custodn as enemy property irrespective of whether th  vested by the Centra
enemy, enemy subject or enemy firm has ceased to be an enemy| Government in the Custodian o
to reasons such as death etc. Enemy Property for India.

Law of succession does not apply to enemy property.
There cannot be transfer of any property vested in thet@uian by an enemy or enemy subject or enenj
firm and that the Custodian shall preserve the enemy property till it is disposed of in accordance wit
provisions of the Act.

= =

Impact of Ordinance

1 The above amendments to the Enemy Property Act, 1968 wlil im plugging the loopholes in the Act tq
ensure that the enemy properties that have been vested in the Custodian remain so and they do not
back to the enemy subject or enemy firm.
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Enemy Property Act, 1968 Provisions

)l

T

1.3. TRANSPORTAND ROAD SAFETYBILL, 2015
Why in news?

Recently government has draftedrew TRANSPORT AND RO/ Road accidents are oref the biggest killers

SAFETY BILL, 2015 to reduce road accidents lmmt 50%. in India. Over 10 lakh people have been kill
) ) in road accidents in India in the last 10 yes
Aim of bill but the country is yet to have a stringent la
] o ) on the issue
9 To provide a scientifically planned and evolving framework o

1

Salient features

1.

2.

o

The Enemy Property Act was eted in the year 1968 by the Government of India, which provided for {
continuous vesting of enemy property in the Custodian.
The actauthorizedthe Central Government of India to appoint a custodian for enemy property for India
one or more deputy/asistant custodians as assistances.

he

and

There is also a provision which validates the appointments made under the Defence of India Rules 1962 at

1971.
The fees equal two percent on the gross income from the properties vested in the Custodian. The i
received by way of rent, interest etc. on securities is invested in the Reserve Bank of India.

the safety of all road users in India, including vulnerable road users.
To enable the seamless development of a secure, efficient;aftesttive, sustainable and inclusi transport

system for the movement of passenger and freight in the country.
Motor Vehicle Regulation & Road Safety

2 ch 4% G D P Authority of India

lives to be saved in improvement on Independent agency
first 5 years due to account of for vehicle regulation
recluction ih road Thcreased efficiency and road safety
traffic accident and safety of road A -
deaths transport sector
Legally empowered &
fully functional agency,
accountable to —
10 1ac — i
Jobs to be created e~ FFFFF? FF? FF.
with increase in Al AL, FEEN
investment in the mechanism for funding THeRnn R n
sector j3ictuproaam:

Technologylt proposes adoption of new technology and standards with improved vehicle design for §

travel. It also intends to make spare parts cheaper.

Funding: It proposes innovative financing mechanism for funding safety programs which would save

200,000 lives in first Sears'due to reduction in road traffic accident deaths.

Motor. Vehicle Regulation & Road Safety Authority of IndiBhis Independet Agency will set regulations

for motor vehicle and road safety. It will finance road/vehicle safety program and will be Accountable

Parliament.

Motor Vehicle RegulationThe bill sets up appropriate regulation regarding vehicles.

Unified Driver Licensig System:The bill proposed a simpler transparent, single window driver licens

system that is based on biometric to avoid duplication

Unified Vehicle Registration Systenit proposes a Unified Vehicle Registration System integrating

stakeholders ke manufacturer, owner, transport authority, insurer, and enforcement agency all in ore

system with private sector participation in establishing fithess certification centres to create more jobs.

Road Safety & Traffic Management :

w Electronic enforcemenin urban clusters using modern safety technologies with special emphasis
safety of vulnerable road users

WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision I1AS
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w Creation of Motor Accident Fund for immediate relief to accident victim special emphasis on safety of
school children and security of women.

8. National Road Transport & Multimodal Coordination Authority:

w Creation of National Road Transport & Multimodal Coordination Authority for improving quality of foad
transportation,

w Focus on developing integrated transport systems & matidal hubs and feedesystem and last mile
connectivity for people friendly mobility.

9. Public passenger Transport:

w Increasing the share of public passenger transportation,

w Twotier permit system: national and intrastate permit and

w Developing & regulating public passenger sport schemes and developing & regulating public
passenger transport schemes.

10. Goods Transport & National Freight Policy:

w Simplified permits and single portal clearances,

w ldentification and development of freight networks,

w Address bottlenecks concernitigicking industry and increase in logistics efficiency will reduce inflatjon
and enable Indian manufacturing to become globally competitive.

11. Infrastructure & Multimodal Facilitation:

w Infrastructure for efficient passenger and goods movement,

w Specific prgision of infrastructural needs for vulnerable road users,

w Integration across various modes of transport.

12. Offences and Penalties:

w Graded penalty point system with enhanced fines will act as a deterrent and improve traffic condition by
reducing road rage.

w It also seeks to come down heavily on. traffic offenders and proposes steep penalties of u3 tialks
along with a minimum Fear imprisonment for death of a child in certain circumstances, besides huge
fines for driving violations.

13. Highway Traffic Redation and Protection Force: for the purpose of effective policing and enforcement of
traffic regulations on highways, an armed force of the State to be called the Highway Traffic Regulation an

Protection Force.

veo 2 KFEG FAf &Ly RAmyRSugded indRsuies\df r¢nie(SENMIAINS 20B4) 2

Q. Technological changes have brought in.a major shift in the use of roads as transport corridors in India. How fat
agree with this viewPCSE MAINS 2007)

Q. National urban transport.policy emphasizgsmoving people instead of moving vehicles. Discuss critically the su
of various strategies of the government in this rega@SE MAINS 2014)

1.4. BLACKSPOTSIN ROADSAFETY
Why in news?

There has been increasing concern over about five laktl azaidents in the country every year in which about
1.4 lakh people lose their lives. Majority of these have been linked to Black spots.

What are Black spots?

1 They are road locations that have a record of large numbers of crashes. There are often coroblemp
at these sites which can be treated with engineering methods.

1 Reason for Black spots is noncompliance with Road Safety Norms during design, construction and operati
of roads including National Highways.

1 Below are most common Black spots:
o Sharpdrop or corner in a straight road so oncoming traffic is concealed
0 Hidden junction on a fast road

9 WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision I1AS




0 Poor or concealed warning signs at crosads.

1 325 most dangerous black spots have been identified in 13 States. These spots account for about 90
acctdents.

Steps taken by Government in this issue:

1 A website has been launched to help in identifying black spots where accidents take place frequentl
people can send information about such spots to the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways whic
further take up the issue with the concerned authorities.

Work on ten black spots in Delhi has being taken up.

Rs. 11,00@rore has been earmarked in the next five years to fix black spots across the country

= =4

1.5. PORTALSFORBRINGINGTRANSPARENCYN ROADPROJECTS

What is the news?

1 NHIDL will come up with two more portalsifracon' and 'ePace'that will provide all necessary detaild
regarding highway projects.
1 Centre also launchefdNAM-PRO platfornfor infrastructure and‘'material providers.

INFRACON INAM-PRO e-PACE
T 1itwill have all the information|| { Portal will enable| | Itwill help people know about
about individual consultants and central or state highway projects statusfunding and
consultation firms government other details
91t would serve as a platform fo agencies registe
. and procure cement About NHIDL:
infrastructure consultants whereg directly from

individual consultants as well a
consulting firms could registe

suppliers on cheape
rates on "cash ang

NHIDCLincorporated in July 2014 as
fully owned company of the Ministry o
Road Transport & Highways to fasi

carry basis

9 Already 33 cement
firms and 107 plantg
are registered with
committing cement
at cheaper rates for
projects.

themselves.

9 There credentials would be mad
available there and can bg
accessed by people

1 1t will make available the larges
pool of consultants in the field.

track highways construction in borde
areas and tough terrains has bee
instrumental to develop Infracon wel
portal.

Applicaton:

1 All necessary details including project report and current status and all important data will be availab
the platform.

Big boost to Make in India (Ease of doing business) using Digital India applications
Will promote transparency and efficienay highway projects which are one of the major reasons for stall

LINP2SOG&a FYyR NRAAYT o0lyl1Qa bt!

f
f

1.6. CENTRE TO SET UP R@MASAFETY REGULATOR
The Centre is planning to expedite a proposal to set up a road safety regulator in India.
Need

)l
)l

In India, around b lakh people are killed in road accidents every year.
In most of the urban areas, there are many potholes on the roads which lead to many accidents in citie

10
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9 Last year Center has awarded contracts to build approximately ten thousands kilometers oinrtradia so

effective monitoring is needed to ensure the quality construction.

Benefits

T
T
)l
)l

It will push automobile companies to introduce airbags in economy cars.
It will also push states to conduct safety auditstate highways and district roads.

It will be helpful in ensuring road safety norms in India.
It will also ensure the effective maintenance of the roads.

1.7. ELECTORAL TRUST

What is Electoral Trust?

9 Electoral Trust is eempanyor a nonprofit company created in : . .

India under Section 8 of the @panies Act for orderly receipt of S'SCion Commission of India is
_— _ " 7|1 permanent Constitutional Body. Th

the voluntary contrlbutlon§ from any person and fqr distributi £1ection Commission was established
the same to the respective political parties, registered und ,ccordance with the Constitution on 25t
Section 29A of th®epresentation of People Act, 1951. January 1950. Originally the commissi

1 Examples of Corporate Trust8Bharatiya Socialist Republicary had only a Chief Election Commission
Electoral Trust, Bajaj Electoral Trust and Jankalyan Elec] It currently consists of Chief Electio
¢CNHza G t NPAINBaaAgS 9t SO 2 NI | Commissioner and two  ElectiolS
Reliance Industries), Janhit Eleciofaust, Satya Electoral Trust [ Commissioners.

91 Corporates are entitled for tabxenefits with regard to electoral trusts subject to certain conditions.

1 The benefits can be availed only if the trusts distribute 95% of the total contributions received in a part
fiscal to registered political parties in that same year itself.

1 The® entities are barred from receiving donations in cash. Foreign citizens are not allowed to contt
money to the trusts.

Objective

1 The objective of the Electoral Trust is.not to earn any profit or pass any direct or indirect benefit {
members or catributors.

9 The sole objective is to distribute the contributions received by it to the political party concerned.

1 This is a mechanism for bringing transparency and sanity ipdligcal party funding.

Why do corporates and politicians prefer €electoralists?

1 It sparesithem the embarrassment of baring their political leanings (maintaining anonymity).

T LG +fa2 &Ll NBa GKSY GKS NBadzZ GFyd LI AYy 2F NB
munificence.

1 _Even Political parties lack amgmity.

1.8. ELECTIONCOMMISSIONSEEKSFULL INDEPENDEICE

Why in news?

1

)l
|l

11

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has sought complete independence from government contt
recent meeting with government.

At present only Chief Election Conssioner has serity of tenure

Also its budget is not a charged expenditure, but is voted by the Parliament.

WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision I1AS
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Demands made by ECI

)l

1.9. CHALLENGESVITH SPVIN SMARTCITIES

Apart from citicism on the quality of proposals‘and public participation, there were indications of a few ¢
hesitant to submit their proposals.

w

12

It has demanded for constitutional protection for all three of its members as opposed to just one at pre
Its two Election Commissiongrcan be removed by the government on the recommendation of the C
Election Commissioner.

It also demanded a provision either in law or by some government resolution that the senior most EC ¢
be automatically elevated as CEC in order to instiedirig of security in the minds of the ECs and that th
are insulated from executive interference in the same manner as CEC.

It has also sought absolute financial freedom from the Law Ministry. Like the CAG and UPSC, the EC

AGad 0dzZRASHIRG 20D SH ROKIANBES2f ARFIGSR CdzyR a 2LILR]A

approved by Parliament.

It has also proposed an independent secretariat for itself with which it will not-have to depend on Do
appoint its officers. If it is approvedybthe Law Ministry, the poll panel will'be free to frame its ow
recruitment rules and shortlist and appoint officers on its own. It can then. also draw compe
professionals and experts from the job market.

It has pushed for the introduction of totalisemachines for counting of ‘votes and multiple @it dates for
voter registration. The totaliser machine increases the secrecy of voting by. counting votes polled
polling booths together, as against the current practice of announcing beté resuls. According to the

sent.
nief

shouls

PT to
n
tent

at 14

poll watchdog, the identification of areaise voting trends could encourage candidates and political parties

to be vindictive with voters of those areas who did not vote for them.

Reasons for setting up SPVs
WHAT IS A SPV?

0 To ensure objective and efficient decision making, _ _
independent of municipal councils,hich are subject to AanPV 'Svfhileﬁal egt'% cr?attied”fors Spehc
local politics. The Smart Cities Mission (SCM) guidelin gv\?:saeﬁer th(; sgscifiedemogz )r/]as ebesent

mandate an equal share of equity contribution by the, hieved.

state government and urban local body, thereby makingrhe major advantage of an SPV is that

them the majority shareholders. allows investors to limit their risks an

) : _ | maximize profits, and bypass cumberson
Concel’ns I’egal’dlng SpeC|aI Purpose M(SP\/,)WhK:h IS |eqa| and regu|atory issues.

to be mandatorily constituted for the implementation o
their respective Smart City Plans.

0 For Local Bodies

w Private sector led; seenasdefeating essence of local sglbvernance and bypassing the electe
municipal council.
w SPV maydheaded by a bureaucrat, which is a concern for local representation.

For private sector

0 The absence of clarity on specific projects and assured revenue streams,

o Combined with a lack of management control, may reduce the attractiveness of SPVs foe p
investors.
Regulatory

o Criteria: The SCM guidelines stipulate that government funding can only be used for projects that
public benefit outcomes. Criteria to decide the degree of public benefit of projects is unclear.
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1.10. NAYI MANZIL SCHEME

Why in News?

T

1 The Scheme is aimed at helping young people from-minarity communities contpkbteeducation and
improve their employment opportunities.

1 Recently, this scheme has been launched for the first time in Jammu and Kashmir by the Minister of M
Affairs.

Importance

9 According to the World Bank, around 20 per cent of those betwEemand 35 years of age from minority
groups such as Muslims; Parsees, Jains, Buddhists, Christians, and Sikhsfatee labour force.

T {2 (2 KIFENySadaa LYRAIFIQa RSY23ANILKAO RADGARSYR 02

Features of the scheme

= =

13

o Convergence: The manner in whiglsmart city SPV interacts with the implementing agency for HRIG
and how two projects under the two separate programmes complement each other, is yet to be s
For example, Varanasi is included under both SCM and the Heritage City Developmen
Augnentation Yojana (HRIDAY).

Solutions:

0 An important first step would be to build safeguards to protect the democratic nature of governa
structures. A robust governance structure, which allows for sharing of power and financial reso
between urbandcal bodies and the private sector stakeholders, would go a long way towards assu
fears.

o Government should clarify the financial nature of SPVs and how the private sector can contf
effectively.

o Ciritical issues of capacity and skill building deal bodies need to be addressed in parallel.

o0 Matters related to intellectual property rights, open standards and technology transfer should
enshrined at the highest level of government since it is difficult-for individual urban local bodie
negotiae with private parties.

Recently, theJnion government and the World Bank signed a $&llion credit agreement for Nai Manzil
project.

of scaciety are equipped with-the education and skills needed to make them productive members o
economy.

This scheme is launched by thEnistry of Minority Affairs in August 2015.
Theaim of the scheme is employment generation of éhyouths and also extending loans for opening
enterprises.

Thescheme will address educational and livelihood needs of minority communitiegeneral and Muslims
in particular as it lags behind other minority communities in terms of educational attairsnent

The scheme is intended tver people in between 17 to 35 age grodmm all minority communities as
well as Madrasa students.

¢tKS a0OKSYS ¢g2dz R LINPQGARS WONARRAIAS O2dNESaQ G2
0§ KNRdZAK WYRAGY I FR&EOINBAZ2Y It aeadsSyYQ | yR tradé basisksKill
training in 4 courseg Manufacturing, Engineering, Services, Soft skills.

Minimum 30% seats are earmarked for minority girls.

It includes aNon-residential programme of 912 monthsduration involving a Basic Bridge Programme (R
Class VIII or Class X) for their education, along with training in trade based skills for sus
livelihood/gainful employment.

The scheme covers the entire country.

WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision I1AS
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1.11. OPENBOOKEXAMINATION

Why in news:

Centre urged state level and central board schools to consider Open Text Based Assessment (OTBA) fat bc

level after the recommendation of eight member committee.

WHAT IS OPEN BOOK EXAMINATION:

1 Open book examination is a system of assesgnremvhich students can refer to their notes or textbook

while answering the question.
1 Examinees are expected not to merely reproduce textbook material, but to interpret it in the conte
specific question which require conceptual understanding.

PROS

1 More clarity of concepts for students, this would develop their cognitive skills.

1 More focus on application aspect than mugging the curriculum.

1 Less anxiety and fear during examination.

1 Understanding of application would make students aware socially andogmventally.

BOTTLENECKS

9 Capacity building of teachers is required in framing relevant questions to judge the understandi
students, and shift away from current mechanical teaching and evaluation process.

f Since education is in state list, hence stat@ I NRQa  NBf dzOG yOS 2NJ RSt |
problematic.

t of

ng of

S

9 Culturally in India, since ancient times-merit has been judged through rote learning. Hence, acceptance i

the society towards OTBA would need behavioral change.

1.12. PANEL TO SUGGHSMEASURES FOR THE REWIP OF CBFC

1 Government has set up-a panel headeyl Shyam Benegal to suggest measures for the revamp of t
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC).

1 The CBFC which was. constituted on the basis of the Cinematograph Actn&e8&2 radical revision in a
world where'the idea of state censorship has few takers.

9 The Justice Mukul Mudgal Committee in 2013 had also inquired into similar issues and submitted a
after conducting extensive consultations with stakeholders.

1 The panelgave recommendationsarious issues, including certification and the selection of members {
the CBFC, another contentious area since governments tend to use the board to disburse patronage.

1 Hence; setting up of a new panel in this regard is a steglm direction and government should also ensure

GKFG LIyStQa NBO2YYSYRIFIGA2ya INB AYLX SYSYGdSR |

Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC)
1 Itis a statutory body regulating the public exhibition of films under the provisions of the Cinematograp
1952.

repol

(0]

LINE

N Ac

1 Films can be publicly exhibited in India only after they have been certified by the Central Board of Filn

Certification.
1 It assigns certifications to films, television shows, television ads, and publications for exhibition, sale (
in India
1 The Board consists of nafficial members and a Chairman (all of whom are appointed by Cen
Government) and functions with headquarters at Mumbai.
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1.13. NHAI TO USE SATELLIE TECHNOLOGY

1

1.14. INDIA RANKED 76TH INCPI 2015

T

Global Scenario:

1.

w

No gk

Neighbourhood Scenario:

)l
)l
)l

15

To monitor national highways and road asse
Government has deded to use geospatial technolog

and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV). . .
) ) ) 1 Geospatial technologyefers to all the technologies
Govt. signed MOUs with Remote sensing Centre §  |ixe GPS Remote Sensing etc. which are use

NECTAR for the purpose. acquire, manipulate and store geograph
A 24/7 technical centre to be setup to provide projel information.
specific inputs to engineers using these technologieg § Remote Sensing Centris an organization unde
It will be useful in providing inputs in highway ar| ISRO with responsibility of data analysis of seve
infrastructure projects for effective and precis| sateliite images. Itibcated inHyderabad
preparation of detailed project report, upgrade, roa| T North East Centre for Technology Application ar
widening and monitoring of under construction sites.| ~Research (NECTAR)eadquartered at Shillong i

. . . . . responsible for developing niche technology f
It will help in quick completion of infrastructurg

. development purposes.

projects.
It will help in quick identification of problematic area using drones, course correction would then be pr
and faster.

What is geospatial technology/remote sensin
centre

Berlin based Transparency International's® Corrupti

) What is corruption perceptions index?
Perceptions Index (CPI) 2015eased on Wednesday show

1 CPI, the most widely used ditator of

that India has moved up in rafiklom 85th position to 76th. public sector corruption worldwide, is i
India's score in the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) for 2  composite index that combines th¢
remained unchanged at 38 as it was in.the previous year. results of surveys and assessments
India shares its rank along with/six other ctiigs: Brazil, | corruption, collected by a variety o
Burkina Faso, Thailand, Tunisia and Zambia. reputable institutions including  the

World Bank and the World Econom
Forum.

1 It looks at a ange of factors like whethel
governmental leaders are held t
account or go unpunished for corruptior

Globally, Denmark retained its position as the least corrl thﬁ ;t)r:arcewegz:_prc_ava;!?r:_ce of bnberyé at”

country for the second.year running (witts ilatest score of 91| WNeter puolic INSUtutions respond 19

poims)y y g( OAGAT SyaQ ySSRA®

o . . 1 As per the scoring system adopte

Ngxt in line are Finland and Sweden with scores of 90 ang higher the score pois on a scale of 0

points‘respectively.

. ) . . ) 100, lower is the corruption in thaf
The big decliners in‘the past four years include Libya, Austri  country.

Brazil, Spain and Turkey.

The big improvers include Greece, Senegal and UK
Overall, twethirds of the 168 countries studied scored below 50, and the global average stood at 43.
China fared worse than India and Brazil at rank 83 with a score of 37.

Tl has also noted that Pakistan is the only country among the SAARC couathasetimproved its score
this year, though its rank remains poor at 117.

The number of countries ranked in. 2015 was 168 against
nations in 2014.

Barring Bhutan ranked 27, which with a score of 65 fares much better than India, other neighbg
countries continue to have a poor record.

While China atank 83 and Bangladesh at rank 139 have reported no improvement,
Scores of Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Nepal have increased marginally over the past year

WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision I1AS
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Observations of Transparency International:

1 Top country performers share key characteristics such as:
o high levels of press freedom;
0 access to budget information so the public knows where money comes from and how it is spent;
o high levels of integrity among people in power;
o Judiciaries that don't differentiate between rich and poor, and that are truly iedent from other
parts of government.

1 The report also say88% of countries worldwidéhave serious corruption problem and half of the G20 are

among them.

64 countries had improved their score while only 53 declined. The rest remained unchanged.

Even globly, there seemed to be an overall improvement in corruption alleviatianth both the United
States and United Kingdom making their best rankings ever

=A =

1.15. NATIONAL AWARD ON EGOVERNANCE

f The9 YL 28S5S3aQ t NBJA R ShysiworCtdeyNatioraMwartl ghie@dveinkrite/ 201456 for
launching theUniversal Account Number (UAN).

T ¢KS 9t Ch g2y GKS 3I2fR | 6 NR AF208BY WK JFQ 0Kk @F2 N

Employee® t NP GARSY (G CdzyR hNBLYA&L GA2Y

T ¢KS 9YLX 28SSaQ t NP JA RStititoryChory,Rs oheNd khg Farigdstiishcialy'secdr

organizations in India in terms of volume of. financial transactions undertaken and number of co

beneficiaries.

It works under the overall aegis of the Ministry of Labor and Employment.

It administers a compulsory contributory Provident Fund Scheme, Pension Scheme and an Ins

Scheme.

1 These schemes cover Indian workers as well as International workers (for countries with which bil
agreements have been signed.

UAN Scheme

=a =

1 On 1 October 204, Prime Minister of India launched universal account number for Employees coverd

EPFO to enable PF number portability.
1 Through UAN, active employees are provided a universal number which can be linked to various prd
fund account numbers provideto them while working in different organizations.
I AAy3IES | 002dzy i ydzyYoSNJ Oy 6S dzaSR GKNRBdAAK | f
The online portal allows a workdo view his provident fund balance on a ra@he basis without goig
through the employer again and again.

= =

1.16. RIVER INFORMATION S$TEM

Why in news?

RIS are modern traffic managemel
systems ehancing a swift electronig
data transfer between water and shor

January. through in advance and reattime
w It will facilitate safe and accurate naviga on National | exchanage of information.

Waterwayc¢ 1 on the Ganges River.

w Union Minister of Shipping, Road Transport and Highw
inaugurated the River Information System (RIS) System on (
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Salient features

w It is being implemented under the overall responsibility of Inland Waterway Authority of India, a statu
body administered by the Ministry of Shipping.

w RIS aims to streamline the@ange of information between waterway operators and users.

w This would facilitate:
o Enhancement of inland navigation safety in ports and rivers.
0 Better use of the inland waterways
o Environmental protection

w RIS enables achievement of safe and efficielatnish water transport by avoiding Shifw - Ship collisions,
Ship- Bridge collisions and Groundings.

w Installation of an efficient and effective River Information Service (RIS) system on theFzaghkka stretch

tory

of NWAL is akin to the systems under opéom in countries like the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, China &

USA.

1.17. WEBBASEDRAIL TRACKMANAGEMENT

Why in news?

In a major step towards digitization, the Indian Railways on Monday launched -dbageld system to monitor
track maintenace on a reatime basis by replacing more than a lakh registers related to it.

Present System:

w Management of track maintenance is done largely manually.

w Itinvolves handling of huge volumes of data statistics as well as analysis of various measurendeftesd
and planning, deployment of large resources.

w The webbased management of track-maintenance will be implemented in all the 68 divisions of the Ir
Railways.

w Various activities such as track inspection, monitoring and maintenance will now lkeeodahe eplatform.

w The system will be cost and time saving.

w The system will give alertsithrough SMS andails to the concerned officials in the Railways.

w This system is designed for:

o Decentralized data capturing.
0 Speedy information dissemination.
o Centalized data keeping-and analysis.

1.18. BUREAU OF MINES TIESP WITH NRSC

w The Indian Bureau of Mines has signed a memorandum
understanding (MOU) with the National Rer_note S_.e_nsing C.e_r Asoftwareapplicationwhich allows users
of the Depa_rtment of Space for monitoring mining activi| . explore a 2D/3D representation of th
throughsatellite technology. surface of the Earth. The browser

w As part of the MoU, the IBM would set up an exclusive rem( specifically tailored to view India, offerin
sensing cell under the technical guidance of the NRSC a| the highest resolution in this region an
offices in Nagpur and Hyderabad. providing content in four local languages|

w The cell will utiliz&8huvanbased services for monitoring mining
activities as also for development of mobile app for field data collection to verify ground realities
respect of approved proposals.

Bhuvan

dian

vith

w The NRSC would carry out a pilot project to demonstrate the feasibility of using high resolution satellite

imagery in monitoringhe changes over a period of time in select group of mines.

The MoU paves the way feustainable developmenandresponsible usef natural resources.
The departments concerned could leverage technology for near real time monitoring of the assets
asertain whether the mining licensee was indulging in any irregularities.

€€
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w It will also study the feasibility of utilizing technology for restoration of the closed mines and areas W
mining activities took place.

w The MoU envisaged training for the IBM $§taf using the technology and this would be subsequen
extended to the State Governments in the course of time.

w The MoU was significant for the IBM in the context that the officials could now monitor the activity thrd

satellite technology instead gfhysical inspection every time.

Technological intervention would keep check on illegal activities.

It could also be utilised for research and development in mining.

€€

1.19. GOVERNMENT TO RELAXMINING LEASE TRANSHE RULES
(MMRDA BILL)

Why in news?

w The goverment plans to enact a law that will allow companies that received mining licences without hg
gone through the auction process to transfer these leases

This move will make mergers and acquisitions (M&ASs) easier in the steel cement, and metals sectors.
Last year, the government brought in tidines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendmer
Bill, 2015 replacing a 1957 legislation, and said mining licences could only be auctioned.

w
w

Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) (Amendment) Bili16

w It would amend the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 to allow the trans
mining leases granted otherwise than through auction.

w This would facilitate banks and financial institutions to liquidate stressed assets where parmpror its
captive mining lease is mortgaged.

w The transfer provisions will also allow mergers and acquisitions of companies and facilitate ease of
business for companies to improve profitability and decrease costs of the companies dependent groguj
mineral ore from captive leases.

w The transfer of captive leases would be subject to the consideration of enforcing Performance Security
Development and Production Agreement (MDPA), and realization of an appropriate amount, if any, if
feadble at the time of framing terms and conditions.

Benefits

w This will help a lot of mines to come into production, which were earlier held up because the original
holder had difficulties in developing them and could not transfer to others.

w This wouldbenefit a lot of mines that are at different stages of development.

w ¢KS SEA&GAY3I NBAGNAROGAZ2Y 2y (NI yaF¥SNI 2F YAySa
getting stuck in projects. The move to allow transfer of mines will spee@ngoddation in the industry.

1.20. KILKARI PROJECT

Why in news
Kilkari, a mobile voice message service will be launched by Central Government soon.
Salient Features of the Scheme

9 This service will deliver weekly messages to families about pregnandjy faemning, nutrition, childbirth
and maternal and child care.

18 WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision I1AS
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1.21. ANUBHAV
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1.22. KERALA LIQUOR PROMBITION POLICY- SUPREME COURT

VERDICT

T ¢KS {dzLINBYS / 2dNIi. KFa FLILINRPISR YSNIfFQa ySg f
serving of alcohol to fivstar hotels.

1 While delivering the order, Supreme Court has also reminded all statergoents that the constitution
LI I OS& k. NBalLRyairoAtAlde 2y (GKSY G2 ald tSrad C

 / 2dzNIQa @ASG o a GKI (-stad Ho®ls isIhaly pohibRivEly High, OvBidh Adts ad
deterrent to indivduals going in for drinking armdade an exception in favour of fivstar hotels because of
the interest of tourism sector in state.

f YSN: fFZ | OO02dzyida F2NJ ySIFENIé& mn LISNI OSyid 2F (GKS$

1 Alcohol prohibition in India is in force in tistates of Gujarat, Nagaland and parts of Manipur as well as
the Union Territory of Lakshadweep. Bihar has announced a ban on alcohol sale starting 1 April 2016.

9 Article 47 (Part of Directive Provision of State Polistates that the State shall endeavto bring about
prohibition of the consumption except for medicinal purposes of intoxicating drinks and of drugs whic
injurious to health.

1 The policy led to the closure of over 700 bars and restricted liquor availability to nearly 2dsfiveotek.

19

The database for the Kilkari programme will be taken fthensuccessful Mother and Child Tracking Syste
(MCTS}o monitor pregnant women and babies.

Every woman registered with MCTS wilteave weekly messages relevant to the stage of pregnancy and
of the infant.

In all,72 free audio messagesach of about tweminute duration, will reach targeted beneficiaries from th
fourth month of pregnancy until the child is a year old.

In the first phase, the Kilkari application is expected to benefit 1.84 crore pregnant women/newborr
Jharkhand, Odisha, UP, Uttarakhand and in some districts of Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.

The messages will be delivered in languages chosen by the user.sa pha, scheme will be launched i
Hindi, Odiya and hopefully Santhaali and Chhotanagpuri.

In phase two, it will be various dialects of Rajasthan, and then we will extend to other languages.

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundatidras provided the mobile gine application for Kilkari and mobile
academy.

In Bihar, same scheme has been already launched as a paid service.

¢CKS 5SLINIYSY(l 2F tSyarzy 3 tSyarRygonil gQoT| |
It will showcase the outstanding wo by retiring employee and sharing experience of working with t
Government.

It will also provide facility to upload recorded voice message by the retiring employee.

Over a period of time, this will create a wealth.of institutional memory with replicalelas and suggestions.
It will also act as motivator for serving employees.

This would provide an excellent opportunity to harness the resource of retiring employees for volu
contribution to nation building post retirement.

WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision I1AS
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1.23. NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTCOUNCIL (NDC) TO BSCRAPPED

)l
)l

nion vernment h i t r Nati
Union governme as decided to scrap aO'THROUﬂ'ITHEYEARS

Development Council.
Government also pass a resolution for transferring its
powers to the Governing Council of the NITI Aayog.

Reasons for sapping NDC

T

Prior to NITI Ayog, states' role was limited to the Natione
Development Council and annual interaction during PI
meetings.

However, after creation of NITlapog, state governments
are expected to play a more significant role than they did

the Planning Commission. They are directly involved
decision making in NITlapog, because of this, role of ND
has become less important and redundant.

Hence, present government has decided to scrap the N
which is a step in right direction keepitige consistency in

© National © It served as
Development highest decision-
Council was set authority’ | ® Creation
up on Aug. 6, in the country of ‘special
1952, by an on development | category’ of
executive matters onStathem b&sed. g
© On recom- ©1Inall, 57 meet- | Mukherjee
Harann  |loe aiere | avemass
n n Determi
trative Reforms | being on 27th :/hether ;mng
Commission, " could receive
NDC was recon- | to approve the financial
stituted on draft 12th Five support from
Oct. 7,1967 Year Plan the Centre
What is NDC?
National Development Council (NpGvas

setup in 1952 by an executive ordeserved as
the highest decision making authority in th

country on development matters.

decision making and policy implementation.

1.24. MERGING ORMOIA WITH MEA

= =

20

Prime Minister has approved the lomagvaited merger of the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA) w

the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

Substantialvork of MOIA is done through External Affairs missions abroad so there was point in havin

different ministries for the same staff.

It will help in preventing duplication and delay in various works.

It will help in efficient functioning of the ministr
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2.1. WORLDDEVELOPMENTREPORT2016

w

2.2.TFAINSERVCES) . $) ! 683 0%230 %#4) 6 %

w
w

€€
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INTERNATIONAL REIATIONS

World Bank published its annual World Development Report (WDR). It explores the impact of the int
mobile phones, and related technologies on economic developminproposes policies to expand
connectivity, accelerate complementary reforms in sectors beyond information and communica
technology (ICT), and address global coordination problems.

¢ KS HAMC 2 5w A & 4 dzS {i NFigure O.7 The internet promotes development 1
noted that almost 1.83 billion Indians were offling|{*"reugh three main mechanisms
even though India ranked among the top fiy DIGITAL
nations in terms of the total number of Interne TECHNOLOGIES
users, along with China, the U.S., Japan and Braz ‘
Growth, jobs, and services are the most importa [ I ]
returns to digital investmets. They are referred ag
digital dividends.

WDR pointed reasons for digital dividends n

spreading rapidly. First, nearly 60 percent of tk
G2NI RQa LIS2LX S +NB al EFFICIENCY i

participate in the digital economy. There also a
persistent didgial divides across gender, geography: ===

Search and Automation and Scale economies
information coordination and platforms

ernet

ation

N(
QX
M

age, and income dimensions within each country. Second, some of the perceived benefits of the interne

are being neutralized by new risks. Vested business interests, ‘regulatory uncertainty, and i
contestation acoss digital platforms could lead to-harmful concentration in many sectors.

wSLI2 NI FNBdzSa GKFG S5AIAGEE Ay@SaldySyda ySSR
firms can leverage the internet to compete and innovate; improved skills, abpbople can take full
FRGEFyYyGFr3S 2F RAGAGEE 2L NIdzyAGASaT FyR F002d
needs and demands. Digital technologies can, in turn, augment and strengthen these comptems
accelerating the pace of desgiment.

The report concludes that Digital development strategies need to be broader than ICT straté
Connectivity for all remains an important goal and a tremendous challenge. But countries also ne
create favorable conditions for technology to é#ective.
When the analog complements are absent, the development impact will be disappointing. But
countries build a'strong analog foundation, they will reap ample digital dividend$aster growth, more
jobs, and better services.

India is pitching aggressively for TFA in services to the WTO.
India considers free movement of profession@éa Mode 1 and
Mode 4)is in the interest of India and the world.

TFA in services will ensure liberalised visa regioa asnultiple

9 The Mode lnegotiations pertainto
business process outsourcingvhich
are generally known asrossborder

entry visas, visdree travel for foreign tourists and long term| S€MVICes o _
visas for business community. 1 Mode 4 negotiations provides fo
Beside that India is also lookingdatta privacy hurdles. movement of natural persons

India wanted to be recognised asdata secure countryas it is

important for meaningful access in cross border supply (Mode 1)
Data secure status has beerhighly contentious issuen bilateral investment and trade negotiations with
the European Union.
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Why India needs TFA in Service sector

w India is very strong in theervices area sthe sector contributes over 50 per ceaty G KS 02 dzy
growth.

w A special initiative on services sector is needed. To achieve this, it is imperative to put ia piagee and
transparent regulatory frameworkhat encourages growth in the sdces sectors.

w To boost export of services India is workingreform measures in education and legal services.

w India is working on garnering support on the issue by holding meaetiitgdike-minded Nations.

What is TFA?

w Trade facilitation agreementsiaimed at streamlining customs rules and procedures across the men
nations and reduce transaction cost by expediting trade flows, has been pushed by developed countrie

w However it is yet to be implemented as it will come into effect only whentwals of the member nations

WhAWA&AdzSAaQ G 2¢h GFf1a

ratify it. As of now 63 countries of the 162 nations have ratified it while India is yet to ratify it.

w A global agreement to lower trade barriers under Doha Rol .
L. - . What are the outstanding
negotiations is supposed to ,take placko :chg \{VTO,. AR issues?

W India, firming up a strategyi 2 I;JI)IJS gSyu A WEHGUSYLN ,an effective  W{ LIS I
Ay’gNE RdzO&)thgt\Efa\IJ;lLDl&B,}\ééngéQ@ S {FF83dZd NR @8D
only after resolving althe outstanding mattersrelated to the Doha countries protect the
Round talks. interests of their poor farmers|

by temporarily increasing

What are new preCorporate issues? duties to counter farm import

increase and price fall).

w Of which the rich nations haveuperior standardsor rules than the | (A permanent solutionfor the
developing and poor countries. issue of public stockholding

w These include global value chainsgc@mmerce, labour, climateelated for food security purposes.

Why India is opposing such move

€ €E

22

trade (such as environmentakervices and goods), competition policies,
investment pacts, government procurement and statgned enterprises.

The developing nations including India feel these standards or rules may bexontariff barriers,
In turnit will hurt their exports to rich nations

The rich nations will be able iadirectly open upthe developing markets through an agenda that includes

UySg AaadzsSaq

India, along with other developing countries, especially most members of B8, GDCs, théfrica Group
and the ACPyanted a reaffirmation of the mandate of the Doha Round.

LYRAI KIFIR 2LJIJ32AaASR (GKS RSOfINIGAZ2Y ONRAAKO 2 dzi
making body) in Nairobi last month as it did not include measprasarily meant for improving trade
prospects of developing and poor nations.

NE

nber

2

G A s

Iy
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LYRAF Ffaz2 2LL12a8 whiOK I -ilale2af®WTELG (dS1Ye LIASA 4(d2S 20 NihdyCs

environment into the RCEP.
India wants that any country pitching for$h Ay i NP RdzOG A2y (KS WySg Aadag
meet two criteria.

0 Toestablishtherelevanc@ ¥ (1 KSaS Wy S¢g AaadzSaQ Ay GKS 02yl
0 To ensure that there is@onsensus among all 162 WTO member countiiesaking up such an agda
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2.2. BEIJING® RACE FORTHE EURASIAN HEARTLAD
I KAYlFQa 9dzNl aAly tAg@2a4yY 2KFG Aa AGK

w LG A& LINI 2F /KAYlFIQa dahyS .StGx hyS w2l RE
through the construction of a Silk Road Economic Belt (SRER) Maritime Silk Road (MSR)
Pivot west to Eurasia seeks to turn its vulnerabdityborder with fourteen nations into a strategic asset

w
@ 9ljdzZfte AAIYAFAOLYG KIa 06S5Sy .8A2Ay3IQa LI NIy S

N&

Chinesanilitary deterrent (8400 air defense deal, s26 fighter planes), China has also signed a $400 billion

import deal with Russia for the next 30 years.
w Two are trading in the Chinese yuan and the Russian ruble through currency swap agreements

Why Chinas focusing on EURASIA now? What region § EURASIA?

p . . . oA p A Eurasia is the combine(
(V] Lad Aa | KA y- I Qa NI a LJ2 y as u 2 uKS Y continent OfEuropeandASia. Q
policy of USA All countries in Europe and Asi
w Western markets still remained trapped by the impact of the 20| are part of Eurasia. There ar
economic crisis, China is taking major steps to restructure its econ( 103 countries with major
through megainvestments in Eurasia under its Belt and Road initiative| countries being China, Russi
w Instead of pitching financial reserves in U.S. treasury bonds, Ching India and ASEAN.
decided to put large amounts of its surplus reserves in building railways,

highways, industrial parks, and cybgties along the Silk Road Economic Belt, one that stretches from Xian

in the East to Europe in the West.
w China wants to shift its focus of development on western part of the ‘country from eastern side espe
areas like Xinjing and Tibet.
Rising tensins between Russia and USA, and china emerging as a natural ally of Russia
Belt and Road initiative needs cooperation not only of Russia, which will take care of the western flan
also of its eastern, South Asian flank, through India and Pakistan also

w
w

Role of India and its Implications:

w India is a major partner in South Asian region and China wants India to be a major stakeholder in ot
one road initiative.
Though India has not given any official position on this policy.

W
w China has brought Indian board the Eurasian platform by partnering it in major initiatives to transform the

AYOUSNYFGA2YFEE  FAYFYOALT FNOKAGSOGdzNE Sd3d (KN

2.3. WESTASIANCRISISDEEPENSETWEENIRAN AND SAUDIARABIA

Why in news?

w Sauli Arabia executed leading Shia cléfeikh Nimr alNimr.
w Following the execution protesters in Seajority Iran attacked the Saudi Embassy in Tehran.
w The Saudis have cut diplomatic relations with Iran over the attack on its embassy.

What is the rootcause?

w Shia dominated countries: Iran, Iraq, Syria, Bharain (ruled by sunnis), Lebanon
w Sunni dominated countries: Saudi ArakisE, Qatar, Sudan, India, Pakistan.

Reasons for rift between Shia and Sunni blocks:
w Religious:Shia and Sunnis share a diffetédeology on religious tenets on a 1000 year old question on W

should rightful heir after the death of Prophet Muhammad.
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w Iranian revolution of 1979:Shia religious authorities took over and started backing Shia militias in o
Shia dominated countri

w Riyadh in turn strengthened links with other Sunni governments, including the formation @uleCo
operation Council.

w Arab Spring saw Iran support its ally, Syrian President Bastfgsatl, with the Saudis backing th
opposition

w Successful RBan nuclear deal and US interest in Iran, has many consequences for Saudis and they

opposition to this deal.

Saudi Arabia feels rise of Iran a major threat to its domination in West Asia.

Bahrain, Saudi troops helped put down agtivernment protests bthe majority Shia population there.

Iranian fury over a deadlstampede during last year's Hajj pilgrimagand a more assertive Saudi foreig

policy since the new king Salman took charge.

w Yemen is the new playground for fight between Shia and Sunnis.

Implications on India: THE GULF CONUNDRUM

L . . . There is a growing spat between Saudi Arabia and Iran
w lran is important to India for its ports viz: Band: following the execution of an influential Shia cleric

Abbas ports and Chahabar ports. Both a

important to India for its entry to Afghanistan ant = Has the maximum number = Iran holds the key for India’s
NSTC corridors of Indian passport-holders ambitious connectivity plans

.. . . mRobust security cooperation; for oil and gas-rich Central
w India is also a major trade partner and Iran iS has deported most wanted ter- | Asian republics

major exporter of cheaprude oil to India rorists such as Abu Jundal m Tehran could help advance
; = The region has vital strategic interests,

w Several major Indian companies including Larser oconomic and S0 =: 3N\ [ including helping
Toubro, Tata Consultancy Services, Tata Motc strategic signifi- 8/NSERPERTIRRERRTIN Afohanistan

1 . . . cance for rices, already near historic \enORaAAtH
Wipro, Infosys, etc. operate in Saudi Arabiax e colihtry iodschy Aot once on Pakistan

w Indian exports to the kingdom include mineral fue 7 Indian nationals of the Gulf region who account
and O|IS, Chem|ca|5, iron and Steel amctnc mn for about $40 billion of the $70 billion that India

machines.

€ €E

annually receives in remittances.

2.4. CHINA-IRAN RELATIONS

Why in news

w President Xi Jinping became the first world leader to visit Iran after sanctions were lifted following
nuclear deal.

Salient points

w Ly ¢SKNIyX KS GFf 1SR Hankntis ahd a@yedrostratedicl cdopeyation glan,
committing to increase twavay trade to $600 billion over the next decade.

w ~<He also demonstrated the integration of West Asia in its New Silk Road connectivity project by flag
train from. its trading hub ofiYu to Tehran.

w This container train will cover a journey of 10,399 km in its maiden journey to West Asia in 14 days.
SEAG [/ KAYyl GKNRdIZAK !'fLdlg tlaa Ay 6SaGSNYy [/ KA
Turkmenistan before hedilg for the Iranian capital.

w Both countries have agreed to enhance security cooperation through intelligence sharing, emurger
measures, military exchanges and coordination.

w .SA2AYy3 ¢g2dAZ R | faz2 a&adzZJJ2 NI L NI y Qdn Ofaiitation, ¥ ENidad N
regional security framework.
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Iran offers immense investment opportunities for Chinese companies in several areas, particularly in e
and infrastructure.

The geopolitical value of Iran is immense for any power that seeks an ambitious role in West Asia.
CNRY [/ KAYlIQa LRAYYITA 20KDAGHE0 LaNG lyo tAST O2vdzy (G NA S &
country in West Asia where the U.S. has practically no influence.

I KAYI Qa t2aAdA2y (261 NR& LNIY RANAY3I {IyOiA2YyaY

w

w

5dZNAY3 LNIXyQa Aaz2tr A2y SNIF X / OAWSaZRIHIASR al |

programme while expanding economic and security cooperation with Tehran.

5dzZNAYy3 GKAA LISNA2RX [/ KAYlF 2@SNI221 GKS 9 drhidanls
trade increased from about $3 billion 2001 to over $50 billion in 2014.

{ SOdzNAR e GASa |faz2z Ft2dNARAaKSR Fd |/ GAYS 6KSy

going on. In 2010, Chinese fighter jets refuelled in Iran, the first foreign military units_permitted on Irg
sal since the Islamic Republic was established. Chinese warships paid a visit to the lranian port of

Abbas in 2014, another first.

Even when complying with international sanctions, it expanded ties with lran so that it-.would be b
placed than angther power in a possanctions Iran.

2.5.4TH INDIA-AFRICA HYDROCARBONSONFERENCHKEAHC)

w

w

The government has organised the 4th Indigica hydrocarbon conference on January22l 2016 in New
Delhi. A total of 21 African countries participated in thant.

The Conference is aimed at greater .cooperation between India and African continent tow
W5SPSt2LIYSyd ¢N¥yaYAGIAYI t I NIYSNARKALIQ Ay GKS
¢CKS LI NIYSNARKALI g2dzZ R SylFofS LYRAI (2s Hygfdcarhoms
sector growth on several fronts<like capacity building, environmental sustainability, human resg
development and employment generation.

IAHC aims to explore opportunities, bridge boundaries and boost bilateral trade between Indiaiaad Af
The Conference will bring together leaders in the worlds of energy to network with other influential pee

Hydro Carbon Sector Potential for cooperation

India_hydrocarbon sector Il TNAOF Q& |1 @8RNR /|

1 With per capita energy conmption lessthan al 1 There are more than@ companies present ir
third of world's average, the energ Africa in the space of oil and gas explorati
consumption is poised to rise. today.

1 The energy consumption is estimated to doulj f Africa's gas reserves arg 3.5 times of
in the next 15 years even under the mo Australia's gas reserves & 2.5 times of Eurg
pessimistic scenario. gas reserves.

1 Oil and gas contribute to more than a third ¢ 1 With the continent accounting for 14.5% ¢
the primaryenergy demand. current proved accessible oil rases and

1 India imports more than 75% of its crude ¢ 13.2% of the accessible gas reserves, Af
and 35% of its natural gas. plays a significant role in the global oil and g

1 At a global level, the country has emerged pool.

the fourth largest consumer and third large
importer of crude oil.
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2.6. FIRSTINDIA ARAB MINISTERIALCONFERENCE

@ The 1st Ministerial Meeting of Araindia Coopeation Forum | arap | eague
was held on 24 January 2016 in the Bahraini capital Manan ¢ The Arab League is an organization th
w From Indian side meeting was attended by Minister consists of independent Arab States (
External Affairs and Overseas Indian Affairs and forg the territory of northern and north
ministers of Arab States also participated in this meet. eastern part ofAfrica and southwest Asia
w In meeting, leadrs reviewed the achievements of thrab- | wRepresentatives of the first six membs
Indian cooperationand adoptecthe Manama Declaration. states ¢ Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Lebano
@ The Arabindian Ceoperation Forum was launched in Ney SYfiaand Saudi Arabehat initiated the

fSFAdzSQa F2NXNIGAZ2Y
in Cairo, in March, 1945,
wPresently, League has 21 members wh

Delhi in 2008.

Key Highlights

includes Algeria, Bahrain, Comoro
A.Regional Issues Ejikt))outi, EE'{)pt' I:\e/llq, .Jor.dan,MKuwa
@ Arab Israel Conflict- A comprehensive and permanen L-ePanon. Libya, Mauritania, Moroccq
. . h . Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arab
solution to the Arablsraeli conflict should be achieved on th . . )
. . . . . Somalia, Sudan, Tunisia, United Ar
basis of UN Security Council resolutions, Madrid Pe Emirates and Yemen.
conference of 1991 and the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative
Beirut.
w Syria Issue; There is need to preserve the unity, sovereignty, terrdabimtegrity-and stability of Syria and
the importance to reach a political solution to the crisis that preserves the lives of Syrians.
w Israelg Palestine Conflict

o LANJ Sf 200dzLd GA2Yy 27F ( dstantleral
the settlements.
o Conference also calls Israel to release all the Palestinian and Arab prisoners and detainees from

halt the aggressions and crimes being committed by the Israeli settlers against the civilian Palestini

aK2dXt R SYyR Ada

B.Glokal Issues

w UNSC Reformg There is a need for urgent reform of the United Nations Security Council thro
expansion in both permanent and nguermanent membership to reflect contemporary reality.
w Terrorism¢ They emphasized the need for concerted regiaral international efforts to combat terrorism

and to develop a strategy to eliminate the sources of terrorism and extremism including its funding
combating organized crodsorder crime.

2.7. MAURITIUS TO EXCLUSIELY OFFER BIO FARMNG TECHNOLOG
TO INDIA

w _The Mauritius government hasxclusively offered to transfer bidarming technology to India.

w * ltis also seeking exchange of cooperation in the health sector as part of the first joint committee me
for cooperation in micro, small and medium erpeises.

w Both governments have also agreed to formulate an action plan in the area of coir, khadi and hand
sectors in addition to the above areas.

w Additionally, both countries have also agreed to cooperate in the fields of capacity building, sunve

potential areas, managerial and technical skills, marketing, exhibitions and trade fairs, etc.

India Mauritius Relationshig Brief Summary

9 Connections between India and Mauritius date back to 1730, diplomatic relations were established ir
before Mauritius became independent state.

1 More than 68% of the Mauritian population is of Indian origin, most commonly known asMadatians.

1 India and Mauritius c@perate in combating piracy, which has emerged as a major threat in the Indian (
regiofy YR al dzNAGAdza adzlJll2NIa LYyRAFQa adlyOoS | 3t A
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1 Mauritius has remained the largest source of FDI for India for more than a decade with FDI equity
totaling US$55.2 billiorn the period April 2000 to April 2011.

2.8. WHY CRUDEOIL PRICESARE FALLING?

w For the last two years, global oil prices have been in free fall, and no one seems to know when the b
cord will catch. In June 2014 you had to plunk down $110 to purchaserel of Brent crude. By early 201
that had dropped to $60.

w Today it costs just $32 to buy a barrel ofwik
level not seen since 2004. It's a breathtakir Crudeoll (barel
dec“ne. $3167 -$2978 —48.46%

w Reasons for steep fall in prices [ETRVE e
0 Fracking boom in USA due to Shale Gas {

Oil expbrations.

o Continued high production by oil producin
countries even after supply surpassing th
demand to preserve their market shares.

o Lifting of sanctions on Iran leading to
production boom and subsequent price fal| @

w Prices are expected to either rige plateau to
a new level at the end of this year when th W06 000 W8 W09 M0 001 W2 M3 M 2015
Fracking boom in USA tapers.

125

2.9. WHAT DOESA BREXIT MEANS?

w In early 2015 the chances QThedebate
, A7 w e A . Arguments for and against Brexit, according to the main campaigns
G . NJ BBitairé departing from the IN o =
European Uniom seemed remote.
TRADE
('0 In January A2016’ Iargely becau’8e !Sritain avoids exporLer_Lgrifls and red Lape, r? Britain _willnego_Liatea new EU relationship
9 dzNB LISQa YA INI UA| G20 S cmber, oritain can obtein % B D e

. . better trade terms because of the EU’s size. countries such as China, India and America.
interminable euro’ mess, the polld
EU BUDGET

have narrowed . Britain pays the EU £340 a year per household, Britain can stop sending £350m, equivalent
compared with an estimated £3,000 yearly to half England’s schools budget, to Brussels

w Some recent Su Neys even flnd benefit of membership. In or out, paymentis every week. This money could be spent on

. . . _ needed to access the single market. scientific research and newindustries.
majority of Britons wanting to leave

The two campaigns, "Britain Strongd

¢

REGULATION

Most EU regulation collapses 28 national Leaving will return control over areas like

5 P
H " " " standards into one European standard, =% employment law and health and safety,
N Europe and VOte Leave y that a.r reducing red tape and benefiting business. [N measures that a recent Business for Britain
Ik I t f th ffw] I bb In, Britain can fight for better requlation. poll found businesses favoured.
IKely 10 Torm the ot (0] roups
y ) ) y g p IMMIGRATION

for eaCh Slde |n the referendum hav Leaving doesn’t mean reduced immigration. Britain can change the “expensive
h . .. h . Countries that trade with the EU from {; A and out-of-control” system that offers an
outside have higher rates ofimmigration, / open door to the EU and blocks non-EU
Set OUt t elr pOSItlonS On t e maln including from EU countries, than Britain. immigrants who could contribute to the UK.

topics that will form the basis for thg INFLUENCE
referend um. Atinternational summits, Britain is Britain has little influence within the EU.
represented twice — by the foreign secretary From outside, it can retake seats on
and the EU high representative. Co-operation I internationalinstitutions and be a stronger
has helped fight Fbola and piracy in Africa. influence for free trade and co-operation.

2.10. INDIA APPROVESMOU WITH BANGLADESH TOSET UP MORE
BORDERHAATS

w The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime M&isShri Narendra Modi has given its-gastfacto approval
for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Bangladesh for setting up Border
on IndiaBangladesh Border.
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2.11. SRI LANKABEGINSPROCESS O DRAFTNEW CONSTITUTION

w

w

2.12. JAPANRUSSIA TERRITORIAIDISPUTE

w

w

28

A significant aspect of the growing IndBangladesh ties has beenretlsetting up of border haats (markets
along the international border in North East.

The haats had been thriving centres of trade and commerce across the borders till the partition of the
continent in 1947. Studies indicate that some haats existee @véhe time of Mughal rule.

The MoU was agreed in 2010 during the India visit by Bangladeshi Prime Minister.

Already four markets Kalaichar (MeghalayBangladesh border), Balat (Meghalégangladesh border),
Kamlasagar (TripurBangladesh border) andiGagar (TripureBangladesh border)are operational.

In addition, the two governments have also agreed to further establish two markets in Tripura and fg
Meghalaya on the Bangladesh border.

NR [ FyllFrQa 3F20SNYYSyd o6S3ary GKS LINROSaa 27
eliminating causes that led to a quarteentury civil war.

A motion was introduced in Parliament to convert it into a Constitutional Assembly to draft a
Constitution.

Features of the Draft introduced in the Parliament

» sub

urin

new

o The government intends to strengthen democratic rights, promote national reconciliation and establish

a political culture that respects the rule of law.
0 Once the Parliament adopts the drafoiistitution Bill with twethirds majority, the Bill will be sent to
Provincial Councils for opinion and eventually, tested through referendum for the approval of peop
0 The Cabinet spokesperson claimed that for the first time [in Sri Lanka], a Constittiming to be
framed with the consultation of people.
A survey taken by the Centre for Policy Alternatives-during Octbleeember 2015 revealed that 53.4 pe
cent of Sri Lankans agreed that the Constitution should be changed to produce a politiiahstiithe
O2dzyiNEQa SOIKYyAO LINPOofSYO®
The emergence of a new order since 2015 under new President and Prime Minister provides a

conducive for positive change. It is a historic opportunity for all stakders, including Tamils, Muslims

and plantaton Tamils, to participate in the process.

| SFrRa 2F 020K WHLIY FyR wdzaaAl Ay F bSé , SI NJ
standing territorial dispute between then over tiauril Islands.

Rusia and Japan never signed a peace treaty after World War Il because of conflicting claims over
north.of the Japanese island of Hokkaido, which Japan calls its Northern TerrtaniédfRussia refers to as
the Southern Kurils.
Thus, technically #y are still at war, both countries have tried on numerous occasions to reach
agreement on this issue, always without success.
Japan has on numerous occasions rejected a Russian offer to settle the dispute with the return of ty
of the four islandsnamely the Habomai islets and Shikotan, since these islands comprise only 7 perc
the total land mass in dispute.

With Abe and Russian President Vladmir Putin in power, now would seem the right time to once agail
for a resolution of this longtanding dispute.
Both nationalist leaders, Abe and Putin have a strong hold over their respective nations, share a
rapport, and see space for their countries to work together for mutual benefit.
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2.13. INDIA TO BUILD A SATELLITESTATIONIN VIETNAM

w India will set up aatellite tracking and imaging centre in southern Vietnamat will give Vietham access
to pictures from Indian earth observation satellites that cover the region, including China and the §
China Sea.

w The Indian Space Research &ugation (ISRO) will fund and set up the satellite tracking and data recep
Centre in Ho Chi Minh City to monitor satellite launches.

Benefits

w Earth observation satellites have agricultural, scientific and environmental applications. Inform
provided by this satellite, will be helpful for Vietham.

This will help in deepening ties between India and Vietnam.

As per the views of some analyst, this step might impact the 18iaa relations.

However, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson, has hopadthiis satellite will be able to make 3
positive contribution to pushing forward relevant cooperation in the region.

€€E

2.14. AMENDMENT INNEPALCONSTITUTION

Background

w bSLItQa /2yaldAiiddziazy oKAOK gl a LINEYdz Sdciias Rdefal]

system.

It divided the countrynto seven provinces.

| 26 SASNE F FGSNI GKS “LINRYdz 3L GA2yYX GKSNB 6SNB ¢

the Madhesis.

w The protestors were upset that the federal restructuring of Bejmto seven provinces left the Madhesi
divided among five provinces, with only one of them having a majority of ptaigs people.

w 5StAYSIHlOA2Yy 2F St SO02NIf O2yadAddzSyOASa Ay (Ff
which has notbeen done on the basis of the population in the plains. This creates a grievance ¢
gerrymandering.

w Other complaints relate to citizenship norms that disallow children of Nepali mothers married to foreig
from inheriting Nepali citizenship.

w
w

PresentSituation

w Amendments

0 The Constituency Delimitation Commission (Article 286) shall consider population the first priority
geography the second while fixing 165 electoral constituencies (Article 84) as per the federal laws.

0. It also covers Article 4@ ensure more inclusive social justice.

w < However, the amendment process did not include the main demand of the Madhesis for the creati
two separate Madhesi provinces on the plains of Nepal.

w LYRALI QA& ¢ INdahad2 déscidoed the first amendment tfe Nepali Constitution as welcome
development and hoped that other outstanding issues will be similarly addressed in a constructive spi

w al RKSaA QBhe UWnke Pemocratic Madhesi Front rejected a constitutional amendment passe
the Parliamento resolve the ongoing political crisis.

Impact on Indiag Nepal Relations;

This move will be helpful in improving the ties between India and Nepal.

It will also pave the way for the first foreign visit of present Nepal Prime Minister to India.

Nepal aso hopes that it will be helpful in resuming the supply of fuel and other essential commoditig
Nepal.

€ eEE

[Note- For more details please refer September 2015, current affairs.]
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2.15. NASEEM AIBAHR
w India and Oman have conducted the 10th editionbdéteral maritime exercise ‘Naseem Al Bahn the
Arabian Sea in last week of January. This exercise was first initiated in 1993.
w In this exercise, Oman Navy shpOV AShamikh and RNOV Aleebhave participated. The Indian Navy
was represented biNS Trikad and INS Trishul.
w The exercise was conducted in two phases i.e. a) Harbour Phase at Goa b) Sea Phase off the Goa cqgast.
w The exercise has matured over the years with increasing scope, complexity of operations and lgvel ¢
participation.
w The primary aim bthis exercise is to increase interoperability amongst the two navies and develop
common understanding and procedures for maritime security operations.
Significance
w This exercise has added another milestone in strengthening maritime security cooperatiseeh India
and Oman.
w It will also serve to reinforce the long standing bond of friendship between the two countries.
w Increasing naval cooperation is a tangible symbol of the commitment of both nations towards enhancing
maritime stability.
2.16. SAUDIARABIA OIL PREMIUM GIARGE
w LG NBFSNAR (2 {lFdzRA ! N} oAkLQa RS(LYRAFQ& hat LYLIS |
to Asian customers. wlindia is currently the third-
w As per state owned oil company they would be charging Ay largest oil importer in the
customerss0 cents a barrel more. world, relying onimports for 76
w Saudi Arabia is conventionallydse of largest exporters of crude cib per cent of its oil needs
Energy starved India. wThg Internatlongl Energy. Agend
. . . . ; . . projects that thiswould rise to
w Indian refinerswill have to operate at higher input pricerom Saudi
. . around 90 per cent by 203@s
Arabia in the near term as'thegre likely to be bound by purchase | VRAL Q& REYE yF
contractsthat have been signed increase.
£ 0 SNY I G A Ghérgyilingort BysRetAFRIGA S
w To diversify its energy basket India is looking INDIAN IMPORTS (2014-15)
Africa to spruce up its oil and gas imports. CRUDE OIL LNG
w Africa is blessed with vast hydrocarbon prospec
substantial acreage remains unexplored, giving i~ &2 SAUDI ARABIA NIGERIA
to E & P opportunities fandian companies MEXICO
w Africa already contributesround 15 per centof mgjc;ﬁ
LYRAIQa 2Af ySSRa ran
w Recently thedth India-Africa Hydrocarbon Summit ‘ N
was held in Delhi that included 22 African natiot "
. i i ) L7 VENEZUELA QATAR
where Opportunities for boosting Indi&frica CiSERTA § 125 829
trade in oil and gas wadsa discussed. R
w Last year,Nigeria overtook Saudi Arabia as the
f I NBSal O2ydNRO dzi XAk sha@t parigdPAtime dnd ukehtly derddidd ohE &f the top
providers of oil to India.
w Indian companies have been seekoygportunities to collabaate in the gas discovergn the eastern coast
of Africa.
w Indian companies have significant presencean Mozambique, Algeria, South Sudan, Egypt, Ghana Gabon
and Libya to name a few.
w Recently, an Indian engineering company wonltrgest consultancy comact for an oil refinery in Nigeria.
30 WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision IAS




2]

w India, with the4th largest oil refinery capacity globallycan be a suitable partner to complement Africa
needs in this space.

w India buys Urea in large quantities and can be a great destination for Africa to matse{ezes.

w With India's demand for and Africa's supply of oil expected to grow, it is possible to harness the
hydrocarbons complementarities to ensure economic development in India and Africa.
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3.

ECONOMY

3.1. FOURTHINDUSTRIALREVOLUTION

w

WYC 2 dzNJi K
Forum.

Ly Rdzi G NR b€

Meaning

w

Challenges poselly Fourth Industrial Revolution

w

€€

32

It is acollective termembracing a number of contemporan
automation, data exchange and manufacturing teclugies
and denotes a fundamental change in the way business

being done in the present world.

It is characterized by a wave of innovations and fusion q
technologies that is blurring the lines between the physic

digital, and biological spheres.

For example things like driverless cars, smart roboti
tougher and lighter materials, and a manufacturing procq
built around 3D printing technology, internet of things ar 1

internet of services.

The characteristic is not just these new innovations but a

w S @remedo the2 2013 artidd megf B dxtrid EBonomid n

1 The Fist Industrial Revolution started in
the 18" century with the use of water|
and steam power to mechaniz
production.

The Second in fgcentury used electric
power to create mass production.

1 The Third began in the 1960s and us
electronics and informatio technology
to automate production.

Now a Fourth Industrial Revolution |
building on the third, that is, the digita
revolution.

that it is changing at exponential rates and disrupting every
industry at a pace that is difficult to cope with.

New technology, increased connectivity, artificial intelligence. étas changed the way any industn

functions, the consumer demand and thempetition.

The inexorable shift from simple digitization (the Third Industrial Revolution) to innovation base
combinations of technologies (the Fourth Industrial. Revolution) is forcing companies to reexamine th

they do business.

Risk of qgreater unemploymen
especially low skiled ones hal
increased

Sustainability of ' businesses especia
small ones is under threat

Disruptions in existing industries as ne
ways of serving needs are coming up.
The 'innovators are improving the
quality, speed and price of services at
much faster rate due to better access t
global digital platforms for research
development,  marketing, sales, an
distribution.

Growing transparency and consume
engagement would deand more
adaptation from the companies.

IT security issues

It also affects the governance system {
well.

o The accountabilty of the

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM
It is a SwisdNon-Profit foundation based in Geneva. It is &
international institution for publieprivate cooperation
Its mission is cited as "committed to improving the state of t
world by engaging business, political, academic, and of]
leaders of society to shape global, regional, and indug
agendas".
Davos Panel The annual WEF winter meetaf) at Davos,
Switzerland. It has different themes. e.g. 201Zhe Reshaping
of the World: Consequences for Society, Politics and Busing
2015 "New Global Context", 2016"Mastering the Fourth
Industrial Revolution"
It was established in 1971 d8umpean Management Forum
and changed to WEF in 1987 and sought to broaden its visig
include providing a platform for resolving international conflict
It also works as #hink tank giving out various report&lobal
Competitiveness RepqgrGlobal IT Reort, Gender Gap Repart
Risks, Travel & Tourism, Enabling Trade.

government has increased due to
more citizen engagement.
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