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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
UNION CABINET APPROVES AMENDMENTS TO THE WHISTLE BLOWERS
PROTECTION ACT, 2011




The amendments incorporate necessary provisions aimed at strengthening safeguards against
disclosures which may prejudicially affect the sovereignty and integrity of the country, security of the
State, scientific or economic interest of the State etc.
Safeguards have also been provided in respect of such disclosures which have been exempted under
section 8(1) of the RTI Act, 2005.

CRITICISM OF AMENDMENTS




Anti-corruption activists have argued that the new provisions could weaken the fight against corruption
in key sectors like defence.
In the past, several dubious deals like the Bofors, Scorpene, Tatra truck and Agusta Westland scams have
been exposed by whistle blowers.

Whistle-Blowers Act 2011





Definition: Whistle blowing is the act of disclosing information by an employee or a stakeholder on
illegal or unethical conduct within an organisation. This mechanism was established in 2004 through a
government notification, which was issued on the direction of Supreme Court after the murder of
SatyendraDubey, a whistleblower.
In 2007, the second ARC recommended that a law be passed to shield informants from retribution.
India is also a signatory to the UN Convention against Corruption, which includes provisions for
protecting whistle blowers.

Features of The Act
1. The Act provides that any public servant or any other person including an NGO may make a public
interest disclosure to a Competent Authority(which can then conduct an inquiry and recommend
appropriate action against the guilty to head of the organization), notwithstanding anything
contained in the provisions of the Official Secrets Act, 1923 in Public interest.
2. The Competent Authority under the Act include
o The PM/CM for Ministers
o Chairman/ Speaker of legislature for MPs/MLAs
o High Court in relation to any subordinate judge
o Central/State Vigilance Commissions/other designated authority, for employees of Central &
State Government organizations
o Appropriate CA to be designated for Armed Forces/ forces charged with the maintenance of
public order/ any intelligence organisation or any person connected with the
telecommunication systems for these organisations.
3. CA may seek assistance of the CBI/ police authorities/ any other authority to carry out inquiries
under the Act. For the purpose of inquiries, CA shall have all the powers of a civil court.
4. Directions of CA are binding. Public authority to act on recommendations of CA within 3 months
(max. 6 months) or record reasons in writing for disagreement, else pay penalty up to 30,000 rupees
for non-compliance with CA directions.
5. The Special Protection Group (SPG) has been kept out of the ambit of act. The demand to include
higher judiciary (Judges of Supreme Court and High Courts) has been rejected.
6. It ensures confidentiality and penalizes any public official that reveals a complainant’s identity,
without proper approval, with up to three years imprisonment and a fine of up to 50,000 rupee.
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Lacunas In The Act








The bill does not allow anonymous complaints. However, it protects the whistleblower by not allowing
the CVC/SVCs to reveal his name, without his consent, to the head of the organisation. However, if the
whistleblower does not consent, he has to provide full documentary evidence. Internationally, opinions
on anonymous complaints are divided. Countries like the US, the UK, Canada and Australia allow
anonymous complaints while Italy and Slovakia do not.
The whistleblower is penalised with imprisonment of up to two years and a fine if he knowingly or with
mala fide intent makes a disclosure that is false or misleading. The standing committee recommended
a reduction in penalty so as not to deter whistleblowers.
Private institutions are not included in it.
Lack of a clear and adequately broad definition of what constitutes a victimization of the whistle
blowers.
Some argue that Lokpal and Lokayuktas should be made as competent authorities rather than
CVC/SVC.

PARLIAMENT PASSES INDIA-BANGLADESH LAND BOUNDARY AGREEMENT
Background
The SC in Berubari case 1960 held that the power of Parliament to diminish the area of state (under Art
3) does not cover cession of Indian Territory to a foreign country. Hence, Indian Territory can be ceded
to a foreign state only by amending the Constitution under Article 368.
119th Constitutional Amendment Bill 





In line with the Berubari judgement, the Government of India came up with the 119th Constitutional
Amendment Bill as it requires ceding part of Indian Territory to Bangladesh. It involves exchange of land
in 111 Indian enclaves in Bangladesh and 51 Bangladeshi enclaves on Indian soil. Indian enclaves in
Bangladesh are spread over 17,149 acres, while Bangladesh enclaves in India are located in 7,110 acres
of land, implying that India will have to cecede some part of its territory.
Since it provides for exchange of territories in the States of Assam, West Bengal, Meghalaya, and
Tripura, the bill amends paragraph relating to the territories of Assam, West Bengal, Meghalaya, and
Tripura in the First Schedule of the Constitution.

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES
 It will Improve the plight of stateless people residing in the enclave by granting the citizenship from their
respective countries.
 Settle the boundary dispute at several points in Meghalaya, Tripura, Assam, and west Bengal.
 Stopping the illegal migration, smuggling and various criminal acts across the border by securing the
long stranded boundary.
*(Details are covered in December,2014 current affairs notes )

UN PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD
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Nadia, which was declared as the first “open defecation free”district in country, has won the United
Nations Public Service Award 2015 in the category of improving delivery of public services.
Nadia has earned praise for making available toilets for all under the programme “Sabar Shouchagar”.
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The Nadia project to make the district free from open defecation was initiated in Oct’ 2013.
When the project was started, 33.8 % of the people in the district openly defecated. This figure is now
down to 0.02 %, and now, 99.8 % people use toilets.
Other Districts -While Hooghly and Burdwan districts have bagged the second and third positions,
Jaisalmer in Rajasthan also features in the top 10 list of open defecation free districts.

APATHY TOWARDS UNDERTRIAL
DEFINITION
'Undertrial’ is a person who is currently on trial or who is imprisoned on remand whilst awaiting trial. The 78th
Report of Law Commission also includes a person who is in judicial custody on remand during investigation in
the definition of an 'Undertrial'.



The official figure suggests that as many as 2,78,000 prisoners, or a little over two-thirds of the total
number of incarcerated people in the country’s jails, are undertrials.
According to the government's own assessment, many of these undertrials have spent more time in jail
than the sentence they would have got had they been convicted for the crime they were arrested for,
which is against the law of the land.

REASONS FOR UNDERTRIALS






Poverty: The main reason they are still in judicial custody appears to be poverty, as most of them are too
poor to afford bail bonds or provide sureties.
A lack of effective management of information relating to prisoners,
Absence of functional and effective undertrial review committees,
Lack of adequate legal aid, and
Delays in court productions of undertrials contributed to the problem.

THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE



The Code of Criminal Procedure was amended in 2005, introducing Section 436A, to reduce
overcrowding of prisons.
Under this section, an undertrial prisoner shall be released on own personal bond if he or she has
undergone detention for a period extending to one half of the maximum period of imprisonment
specified for that offence.

UNDERTRIAL REVIEW COMMITTEE

Conclusion

 The legal services authorities in various
States must play a principal role in
inculcating awareness among prisoners
about their rights, especially provisions that
entitle them to freedom.
 It is also in the interest of the government
that prisons are not overcrowded and
overburdened, considering the cost of prison
space, resources and maintenance.
 The real solution, however, does not lie
6
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merely in the early release of prisoners on bail, but in expediting the trial process.
 The fact that cases are not decided for long spells that are close to the likely period of imprisonment is a
poor commentary on a system beset by delay. The sooner this is addressed, the better it is for the
administration of criminal justice.

BLACK MONEY BILL
The Undisclosed Foreign Income and Assets (Imposition of Tax) Bill, 2015, popularly known as black money bill
was passed by Parliament.
SALIENT FEATURES OF THE BILL
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Undisclosed foreign income or assets shall be taxed at the flat rate of 30 per cent. No exemption or
deduction or set off of any carried forward losses which may be admissible under the existing Incometax Act, 1961, shall be allowed.
Concealment of income in relation to a foreign asset will attract penalty equal to three times the amount
of tax (90 per cent of the undisclosed income or the value of the undisclosed asset).
The Bill provides for a short
window for those holding
overseas assets to declare
their wealth, pay taxes and
penalties to escape punitive
action.
Failure to furnish return in
respect of foreign income or
assets shall attract a penalty
of Rs.10 lakh.
Second
and
subsequent
offence will be punishable
with rigorous imprisonment
of 3-10 years with fine of upto
1 crore.
The bill empowers center to
enter into agreements with
other countries for the
exchange of information,
recovery of tax and avoidance
of double taxation.
To protect persons holding
foreign accounts with minor
balances which may not have
been reported out of oversight or ignorance, it has been provided that failure to report bank accounts
with a maximum balance of upto Rs.5 lakh at any time during the year will not entail penalty or
prosecution.
The tax authorities will have powers of discovery and inspection, issue of summons, enforcement of
attendance, production of evidence and impounding of account books and documents.
The right to appeal will be to the Income tax appellate tribunal and jurisdictional High Courts and the
Supreme Court on the substantial question of law.
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NEW BENAMI TRANSACTION (PROHIBITION) BILL, 2015
WHAT IS A ‘BENAMI’ TRANSACTION?
A transaction is considered benami (literally ‘nameless’ or ‘without a name’) when the consideration for a
property that is transferred to a person or is held by him/her is paid by another person.
OBJECTIVE OF BILL:
To curb the generation of black money inside the country
PROVISIONS








The Bill seeks to amend the Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Act, 1988 and act as a major avenue for
blocking generation and holding of black money in the form of benami property, especially in real estate
The bill defined benami transaction as an arrangement where:
o The property is held by a person on behalf of another person who has paid for it
o The property has been bought in a fictitious name
o The owner of the property is not aware of or denies knowledge of such ownership.
These provisions, however, were not to apply to any transaction entered into by an individual in the
name of his mother, father, spouse, brother or sister.
It Provides for attachment and confiscation of benami properties and imposes fine with imprisonment.
With regards to penalties for benami transactions, the bill proposed a maximum punishment of two
years imprisonment.
It provided for the aggrieved party to move an Appellate Tribunal for the purpose and again the High
Court within 120 days of the tribunal's order.

CURB ON GOVERNMENT ADVERTISEMENTS
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The Supreme Court restrained the government from publishing the photographs of political leaders,
Ministers or prominent persons in government advertisements.
The court said such photos tended to portray a
government project as the achievement of a
particular individual and thus paved the way for a
“personality cult.” The taxpayers’ money cannot
be spent on such personal glorification and
image-making.
The court held that the photos of only three
constitutional authorities - Prime Minister,
President and Chief Justice of India - can be used
in such ads. But for that too, the personal
approval of these three authorities need to be
got before publication.
The verdict relies on guidelines on ‘Content
Regulation of Government Advertising’ framed
by a three-member committee, led by legal
academician N.R. Madhava Menon. The panel
was set up by the Supreme Court in 2014.The judgment, while accepting the panel’s guidelines that
covers all forms of advertising, including on the Internet, introduces some modifications like:
 In fact, the Madhava Menon Committee wanted the exemption accorded not just to the
President, the PM and the CJI but also the Governors and the Chief Ministers.
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 The court improvises on the Menon committee recommendations to direct the government to
appoint a three-member Ombudsman body of persons with "unimpeachable integrity".
 The bench disagrees with the Menon panel's suggestion for a performance audit on such
government ads.
 Again, the judgment differed with the recommendation to impose a special curb on government
advertisements on election eve.
CRITICISM OF THE JUDGEMENT
Banning photos of Chief Ministers in government advertisements amounts “to snatching away the rights of
states” as the constitution gives “equal status” to Prime Ministers and Chief Ministers.

10 YEARS OF RTI ACT– AN APPRAISAL



Ten years after the Right to Information Act was passed in 2005, its implementation remains inefficient
and transparency and accountability seem to be under threat in India.

POOR RECORD KEEPING



The problems posed by missing files in government offices is acute. The information sought by citizens
can be provided only if the records are maintained properly.
If the RTI has to succeed, then the Public Records Act must be implemented.

LACK OFINFRASTRUCTURE AND STAFF



9

Lack of adequate infrastructure and staff for running information commissions.
Due to inadequate staff, information commissions are unable to resolve public grievance in due time.
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DILUTION OF SUPPLEMENTARY LAW






What the RTI Act has managed to achieve in the last decade is to unleash a silent citizen’s movement for
government accountability across the country. The RAAG report found that on an average, 4-5 million
applications are filed under the Act every year. But this has not been without its negative consequences.
Forty activists who had demanded crucial information, with the potential to expose corruption within
the government, had been killed. This has necessitated amendment in supplementary laws such as
whistleblower protection laws to ensure protection for information activists.
But the Whistleblowers Protection (Amendment), Bill, 2015 has renewed concerns regarding the
vulnerability of information seekers making disclosures in the public interest. The amendments do not
provide immunity to whistleblowers, making them liable for prosecution under the Official Secrets Act.
The Bill completely dilutes the provisions of the earlier law removing everything exempted under
Section 8 (1) of the RTI Act from within the ambit of whistle-blowing.

CONSEQUENCES OF INEFFICIENT IMPLEMENTATION




Inefficient implementation has delayed the settlement of information appeals. An October 2014 report
brought out by the RTI Assessment and Analysis Group (RAAG) showed a waiting period of up to 60 years
in Madhya Pradesh and up to 18 years in West Bengal, calculated on the basis of current rates of
pendency in Information Commissions.
In less than 3 % of cases, penalties were imposed on government departments denying information
sought.

CONCLUSION
Despite these lacunas, the culture of transparency brought about by the RTI Act in the past decade has now
made it easier for citizens to access parliamentary proceedings online, and track proceedings of various State
legislatures. That is why we need to continue to empower ordinary people with tools like the RTI so they can
hold those holding political power accountable.

AFSPA WITHDRAWN FROM TRIPURA
The Tripura government decides to lift Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act from the state, where the
controversial law was in effect for the last 18 years to curb insurgency. The Act was imposed in the state on
February 16, 1997.

About AFSPA
The ACT
First passed in 1958, it comes into play when the government declares a particular part of the northeast (or
Jammu and Kashmir under a parallel 1990 law) a “disturbed area.”
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Within that area, an officer of the armed forces has the power to “fire upon or otherwise use force,
even to the causing of death, against any person who is acting in contravention of any law or order for
the time being in force in the disturbed area - prohibiting the assembly of five or more persons or the
carrying of weapons or of things capable of being used as weapons or of fire-arms, ammunition or
explosive substances.”
Further, Section 6 of AFSPA says “no prosecution … shall be instituted, except with the previous
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sanction of the Central government, against any person in respect of anything done or purported to be
done in exercise of the powers conferred by this Act.”
The Army’s stand is that it is an “enabling Act” which provided the requisite legal safeguards for the
carrying out of effective counter-terrorist operations.

Criticism
The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act has come in for widespread criticism in Jammu and Kashmir, Manipur
and other parts of the northeast because of the human rights abuses that have come to be associated with its
operation. It is important to recognize that AFSPA does not give an officer the unqualified right to fire upon and
cause the death of any person in a Disturbed Area. At a minimum, that person should have been carrying
weapons or explosives. However, over the years that AFSPA has been in operation, the Army has opened fire
countless times and killed many people, including unarmed civilians.
The Act suffers from two infirmities:
1. The requirement of prior sanction for prosecution contained in Section 6 often comes in the way when
questions arise about the lawfulness of particular actions.
2. AFSPA does not distinguish between a peaceful gathering of five or more persons (even if held in
contravention of Section 144 of the CrPC) and a violent mob.
Suggestions





Leaving this issue aside, Section 6 could thus be amended to read: “No prosecution … shall be
instituted against any person in respect of anything done or purported to be done in exercise of the
powers conferred by this Act where the Central government provides reasons in writing and the
competent court upholds the legal validity of these reasons.”
B P Jeevan Reddy committee constituted in 2004 by PM on AFSPA in Manipur recommended to amend
AFSPA.
The act could be lifted from areas like Assam where the problem is related to ethnic strife and should
be handled by the State police.

*(AFSPA related information is given in January current affairs)

EUTHANASIA: RIGHT TO LIFE VS RIGHT TO DIE
Why in news?
Aruna Shanbaug (67), former nurse of Mumbai's Kings Edward Memorial (KEM) Hospital who was in a coma for
42 years after a sexual assault, was declared dead on 19th May 2005.Her death has again ignited the debate on
legalizing euthanasia.
MEANING OF EUTHANASIA
The word euthanasia, originated in Greece, literary means a good death but in this context it means mercy
killing.

11
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Euthanasia encompasses various dimensions, from active (introducing something to cause death) to passive
(withholding treatment or supportive measures); voluntary (consent) to involuntary (consent from guardian)
and physician assisted (where physician’s prescribe the medicine and patient or the third party administers the
medication to cause death).
Request for premature ending of life has contributed to the debate about the role of such practices in
contemporary health care. This debate cuts across complex and dynamic aspects such as legal, ethical, human
rights, religious, economic, social and cultural aspects of the civilised society.
ARGUMENTS AGAINST EUTHANASIA
1. Constitution of India: ‘Right to life’ is a natural right embodied in Article 21 but euthanasia/suicide is an
unnatural termination or extinction of life and, therefore, incompatible and inconsistent with the
concept of ‘right to life’. It is the duty of the State to protect life and the physician’s duty to provide care
and not to harm patients. Supreme Court in Gian Kaur Case 1996 has held that the rightto life under
Article 21 does not include the right to die.
2. Neglect of Healthcare by State: If euthanasia is legalised, then there is a grave apprehension that the
State may refuse to invest in health (working towards Right to life). Legalised euthanasia has led to a
severe decline in the quality of care for terminally-ill patients in Holland.
3. Malafide Intention: In the era of declining morality and justice, there is a possibility of misusing
euthanasia by family members or relatives for inheriting the property of the patient. The Supreme Court
has also raised this issue in the ArunaShanbaugjudgement.
4. Commercialisation Of Health Care: Passive euthanasia occurs in majority of the hospitals across the
county, where poor patients and their family members refuse or withdraw treatment because of the
huge cost involved in keeping them alive. If euthanasia is legalised, then commercial health sector will
serve death sentence to many disabled and elderly citizens of India for meagre amount of money. This
has been highlighted in the Aruna Shanbaug Judgement.
5. Palliative Care Supporters: The practice of palliative care counters the view of euthanasia, as palliative
care would provide relief from distressing symptoms and pain, and support to the patient as well as the
care giver. Research has revealed that many terminally ill patients requesting euthanasia, have major
depression, and that the desire for death in terminal patients is correlated with the depression. They
need palliative and rehabilitative care. Whenever, there is no cure, the society and medical professionals
become frustrated and the fellow citizen take extreme measures such as suicide, euthanasia or
substance use. In such situations, palliative and rehabilitative care comes to the rescue of the patient
and the family.
ARGUMENTSIN FAVOUR OF EUTHANASIA
1. Right To Die With Dignity: ‘Right-to-die’ supporters argue that people who have an incurable,
degenerative, disabling or debilitating condition should be allowed to die in dignity.
2. Caregivers Burden: The caregiver’s burden is huge and cuts across various domains such as financial,
emotional, time, physical, mental and social.
3. Refusing Care: Right to refuse medical treatment is well recognised in law, including medical treatment
that sustains or prolongs life. For example,
a. A patient suffering from blood cancer can refuse treatment or deny feeds through nasogastric
tube. Recognition of right to refuse treatment gives a way for passive euthanasia.
b. Many do argue that allowing medical termination of pregnancy before 16 week is also a form of
active involuntary euthanasia. This issue of mercy killing of deformed babies has already been in
discussion in Holland.
4. Encouraging The Organ Transplantation: Euthanasia in terminally ill patients provides an opportunity to
advocate for organ donation. This in turn will help many patients with organ failure waiting for

12
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transplantation. Not only euthanasia gives ‘Right to die’ for the terminally ill, but also ‘Right to life’ for
the organ needy patients.
SUPREME COURT JUDGEMENT ON EUTHANASIA
SC turned down plea for mercy killing of vegetative Aruna Shanbaug saying that only hospital could make such a
request. The judgement of SC is based on two logics:
1. If we leave it solely to friends and relatives, there is always a chance that this may be misused by some
unscrupulous elements who wish to inherit or grab patients’ property.
2. If euthanasia is legalised, then commercial health sector will serve death sentence to many disabled and
elderly citizens of India for meagre amount of money.

SUPREME COURT GUIDELINES ON EUTHANASIA




Active euthanasia: Administering of lethal injection to snuff out life is illegal in India
Passive euthanasia: Withdrawing life support, treatment or nutrition that would allow a person to live,
was legalised by way of SC guidelines in 2011.
Parents, spouse, close kin, "next friend" can decide, in best interests of the patient, to discontinue life
support. The decision must be approved by a HC.
In dealing with such a plea,
 Chief Justice of High Court must create a Bench of at least 2 judges to reach a decision.
 Bench must nominate three reputed doctors.
 A copy of the doctors's panel report must be provided to close kin and State govt. Only then can
verdict be reached.

CONCLUSION






Constitution of India reads ‘right tolife’ is in positive direction of protecting life. Hence, there is an
urgent need to fulfil this obligation of ‘Right to life’ by providing ‘food, safe drinking water and health
care’.
On the contrary, most of the States till date has not done anything to support the terminally ill people by
providing for hospice care. If the State takes the responsibility of providing reasonable degree of health
care, then majority of the euthanasia supporters will definitely reconsider their argument.
We should endorse the Supreme Court Judgement that our contemporary society and public health
system is not matured enough to handle this sensitive issue, hence it needs to be withheld.

CHALLENGES OF URBAN MANAGEMENT




Recently, Centre has declared to spend Rs 1 lakh crore over the next five years on urban development. It
will be spent on 100 “Smart Cities” and 500 AMRUT (“Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation”) cities.
This move has initiated debate on the efficiency of Centre government initiatives in tackling urban
management.

ISSUES WITH CENTRE-LED URBAN MANAGEMENT
 In India, the states are as big as few countries such as Brazil replaces UP, Japan replaces Maharashtra,
Mexico replaces Bihar, and so on. The large size of States requires decentralization of administration,
which the centre is reluctant to do.

13
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 Since urban administration is a state subject, the Centre cannot build or rejuvenate cities. It can only
fund and motivate state governments to do so.
CAN THE STATE GOVERNMENTS DELIVER EFFECTIVELY?
Due to the above problems, the Centre must not only provide funds but also motivate the states to devolve
more powers to directly elected representatives in urban areas. In China, for example, urbanisation on a
massive scale is being delivered by ambitious mayors.
But can we rely so much on the States? Can they effectively deliver on the execution of plans and programmes?
This is easier said than done. The problem, most likely, is that





State governments do not give cities the freedom to manage themselves. Instead, they create statelevel agencies that have overlapping mandates with municipal corporations, particularly for the capitals.
Worse, in many cities, executive functions reside with the municipal commissioner, a bureaucrat
appointed by the state government. The mayor, elected by city residents, is a mere figurehead.
Even the geographical area of a ward, the political unit, is rarely aligned to the area under civic agencies.
More than two decades after 74th amendment, urban governance remains weak, mostly because of the
reluctance of state governments to change, particularly as the devolution of powers has been left to
them.

AMRUT: REFORM LIKED INCENTIVES
 Like its predecessor, the JNNURM, AMRUT also has mechanisms to motivate state governments to
reform urban administration.
 It mandates important changes, such as the development of a cadre of professional municipal
administrators and the devolution of funds and functions to city governments, and provides monetary
incentives for states that achieve these.
 AMRUT gives state governments the flexibility to design schemes and eases Central monitoring,
improvements over the JNNURM.
 It keeps the Centre’s share of funding for a project at 33-50 %, which would ensure that state
governments “own” the projects, use their own funds, and, therefore, work towards their success.
 The “city challenge competition” to select the smart cities will also encourage the desire for change
among local politicians.
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INTERNATIONAL /INDIA AND WORLD
THE “SPECIAL 301” REPORT
In its 2015 Special 301 Report on Intellectual Property Rights, the office of the United States Trade
Representative (USTR) has retained India in its “Priority Watch List”. The “Special 301” Report is an annual
review of the global state of IPR protection and enforcement. Each year the USTR identifies countries which do
not provide "adequate and effective" protection of intellectual property rights or "fair and equitable market
access to United States persons that rely upon intellectual property rights".USTR reviewed seventy-two (72)
trading partners for this year’s Special 301 Report, and placed thirty-seven (37) of them on the Priority Watch
List or Watch List.
CATEGORIZATION OF COUNTRIES IN REPORT


Priority foreign country
 A Priority Foreign Country is the worst classification given to “those countries that have the most
onerous or egregious acts, policies, or practices and whose acts, policies, or practices have the greatest
adverse impact (actual or potential) on the relevant U.S. products”.".





 In the run up to this year’s report, largely owing to the issue related to pharmaceutical sector and
generic drugs, that India might be downgraded to the Priority Foreign Country category.
Priority Watch List
 Trading partners on the Priority Watch List present the most significant concerns regarding insufficient
IPR protection or enforcement or actions that otherwise limited market access for persons relying on
intellectual property protection.
 Thirteen countries — Algeria, Argentina, Chile, China, Ecuador, India, Indonesia, Kuwait, Pakistan, Russia,
Thailand, Ukraine, and Venezuela — are on the Priority Watch List.
 These countries will be the subject of particularly intense bilateral engagement during the coming
year.
Watch List
 Twenty-four trading partners are on the Watch List, and also merit bilateral attention to address
underlying IPR problems

INDIA AND IRAN MOU ON CHABAHAR
India and Iran signed anMoU for the development of the strategically important Chabahar port which will give
India sea-land access route to Afghanistan bypassing Pakistan. The pact was signed after comprehensive talks
between visiting Road Transport and Highways Minister with the Iranian leadership in Tehran in the first week of
May. Iran's transit position for connecting east to west and north to south, he stressed that the Islamic Republic
could play a pivotal role in connecting India to Central Asia, the Caucasus and Eastern Europe via railway.
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India intends to lease two berths at Chabahar for 10 years. The port will be developed through a special
purpose vehicle (SPV) which will invest USD 85.21 million to convert the berths into a container terminal
and a multi-purpose cargo terminal.
In October 2014, India had approved the framework of an inter-governmental Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for setting up an USD 85.21 million joint venture firm for equipping two fullyconstructed berths at Chahbahar port.
Chabahar port is located in Sistan-Balochistan Province on Iran's southeastern coast and is of great
strategic utility for India which will get sea-land access route to Afghanistan bypassing Pakistan.The
portis seen as aa possible counter-balance to Gwadar port in Pakistan, which is now operated entirely
by China.
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From Chahbahar port using
the existing Iranian road
network, a link up to Zaranj in
Afghanistan and then using
the Zaranj-Delaram road
constructed by India in 2009,
access
to
Afghanistan's
Garland Highway can be
made.
The port would cut transport
costs and freight time for
India to Central Asia and the
Gulf by about a third.
The US has been asking India
and other countries not to
"rush" into doing business
with Iran as Washington was yet to work out a deal with Tehran on the latter's contentious nuclear
programme.
Earlier in 2003, the NDA government under AtalBihari Vajpayee had signed an agreement with Iran for
the Chabahar Port, but it could not be materialized due to Western Sanctions on Iran.

INDIA AND MONGOLIA RELATIONS
Prime Ministers visit to Mongolia on 17 May 2015 was first such visit from the Indian side. The year 2015 marks
60 years of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries and 25 years of democracy in
Mongolia.


Culturally Buddhism is the connecting link between India and Mongolia.



India established diplomatic relations in December 1955. India was the first country outside the Soviet
bloc to establish diplomatic relations with Mongolia. An India-Mongolian Joint Declaration was issued
following the visit of Premier Yu. Tsendenbal in February 1973. The Declaration includes general
principles to guide bilateral relations. In February 1994, a Treaty of Friendly Relations and Co-operation
was signed during the visit of President Ochirbat to India.
India supported Mongolia’s entry into the UN and NAM. Mongolia on its part has supported India’s
candidature for permanent membership of the UNSC.
Mongolia offers opportunities in the minerals sector as it is rich in coking coal, copper, rare earths and
uranium.
India already has a civil nuclear agreement with Mongolia signed in 2009..
India's bilateral with Mongolia trade increased to an all time high of $50 million in 2011 but fell by more
than half to just $24 million in 2014. On the contrary, with trade relations worth six billion dollars in
2013, China is Mongolia's biggest trade partner with a share of 51 per cent in its foreign investments.






KEY ASPECTS OF THE PRIME MINISTER’S VISIT
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It was first visit to Monoglia by an Indian Prime Minister. The last high level visit from India to Mongolia
was that of President PratibhaPatil’s state visit in 2011.
The Prime Minister was bestowed the honour of addressing the Mongolian Parliament (State Great
Hural) on a holiday, first for any visiting foreign leader.
Prime minister asserted that Mongolia is an integral part of India's Act East Policy; he said the destinies
of the two countries are closely linked with the future of Asia Pacific Region.
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India and Mongolia signed a joint statement committing to consolidate ties and upgrade the
comprehensive partnership to “strategic partnership” and agreed to renew their Treaty of Friendly
Relations and Cooperation.
Prime minister announced that India will provide a Line of Credit of $1 billion to support expansion of
Mongolia’s economic capacity and infrastructure.
He also announced to increase the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) training slots for
Mongolia from 150 to 200 and establish an India-Mongolia Joint School.
The two Prime Ministers agreed to take the opportunity of the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations
in 2015 to organize joint cultural activities in their respective countries.
To rediscover the shared cultural heritage, both Prime Ministers agreed to initiate a joint translation
project of "Holy Tripitaka" into Mongolian language.

The two sides inked 13 other pacts that include one on enhancing cooperation in border defence, policing and
surveillance, air services, cyber security and new and renewable energy.














A joint statement for India-Mongolia strategic partnership; air services agreement between India and
Mongolia.
A agreement between India Mongolia on cooperation in the field of animal health and dairy
Treaty between India Mongolia on the transfer of sentenced persons.
Memorandum of understanding (MoU) between India and Mongolia on cooperation in the field of
traditional systems of medicine and homeopathy.
MoU between the Indian Ministry of Home Affairs and the Mongolian Ministry of Justice for enhancing
co-operation in border guarding, policing and surveillance.
Programme of cooperation between India and Mongolia in the field of culture for the years 2015-2018;
MoU between India and Mongolia on the establishment of cyber security training centre in the ministry
of defence of Mongolia.
MoU between the Foreign Service Institute of the Indian Ministry of External Affairs and the Diplomatic
Academy of the Mongolian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
MoU on cooperation between the Indian Ministry of External Affairs and the Mongolian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.
MoU between the Indian Ministry of New and Renewable Energy and the Mongolian Ministry of Energy
on cooperation in the field of renewable energy.
MoU for cooperation between the Indian National Security Council and the Mongolian National Security
Council.
MoU between India and Mongolia on the establishment of India-Mongolia Friendship Secondary School
in Mongolia.
MoU between Tata Memorial Centre and the Mongolian National Cancer Centre for gifting of
Bhabhatron-II Telecobalt Unit along with a radiotherapy simulator.

CONCLUSION
The State Visit of the Prime Minister of India has consolidated the longstanding, cordial and cooperative ties
between Mongolia and India, and contributed greatly to further developing the newly established bilateral
partnership. With China's increasing economic investments in Pakistan, it becomes imperative that India looks at
relations in China's periphery seriously.

INDIA AND SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS
BACKGROUND
Prime Ministers visit to South Korea signaled the relevance of bilateral ties between the two countries. These
relations have acquired strategic overtones in recent years apart from the healthy economic relations. Culturally
17
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the relations are strengthened by twin strands of Buddhism and the story of Princess of Ayodhya who is
believed to have travelled to South Korea in 48 CE to marry King Kim Suro. A prominent branch of the Kim clan
called the Gimhae Kims proudly claim this Indian lineage.
The two countries also share bitter colonial experiences; they had to undergo post-independence horrors of
partition. Both continue to face hostile nuclear siblings: Pakistan and North Korea, respectively.




The first decade of the new millennium saw a rapid expansion of both economic and political relations.
In 2010, India and South Korea became ‘Strategic Partners’ and implemented the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).
Trade between the two nations has increased exponentially, exemplified by the $530 million during the
fiscal year of 1992-1993, and the US$10 billion during 2006-2007.It further increased to US$17.6 billion
in the year 2013.

PRIME MINISTER’S VISIT
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who visited South Korea on the last leg of his three-nation tour, held wideranging talks with South Korean President Park Geun-hye.


Prime minister said South Korea is the second country (after Japan) with which India will have a
diplomatic and security dialogue in 2+2 format, referring to a bilateral dialogue process involving the
foreign and defence ministers of the two sides.

TRADE RELATIONS










India and South Korea had implemented the free trade pact, Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), in January 2010.
There are 300 Korean companies which have invested about USD 3 billion in India. They employ about
40,000 workers in India.
India's investment in South Korea is close to USD two billion. Indian companies are looking forward to
greater access in Korea to pharmaceutical and IT products.
The bilateral trade is in favour of South Korea. Trade deficit increased from USD 5.1 billion in 2009-10 to
USD 8.27 billion in 2013-14.
The Ministry of Strategy and
Finance and the Export- Import
Bank of Korea expressed their
intention to provide USD 10
billion for mutual cooperation in
infrastructure.
Of the USD 10 billion, USD 9
billion would come as export
credit for priority sectors,
including smart cities, railways,
while USD 1 billion would be
Economic
Development
Cooperation Fund.
Both agreed to review
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) by
June 2016.

India and South Korea agreed to upgrade their ties to ‘Special Strategic Partnership’ and deepen cooperation
in defence sector as the two sides signed seven agreements including on avoidance of double taxation.

18
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LIST OF MOU S SIGNED DURING THE PRIME MINISTER VISIT
S.N.
1

MoU/agreements
Agreement between the Government of
the Republic of India and the Government
of the Republic of Korea for the Avoidance
of Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on
Income
India-Republic of Korea Agreement on
Cooperation in Audio-Visual Co-Production

Remarks
India-Republic of Korea Double Taxation Avoidance
Convention (signed 1985) has been revised with a
view to avoiding the burden of double taxation on
taxpayers in the two countries.

4

MOU between the Ministry of Power of
the Republic of India and the Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Energy of the Republic
of Korea concerning Cooperation in the
field of Electric Power Development and
New Energy Industries

The MoU envisages cooperation in areas of electric
power development and new energy industries such
as renewable energy, smart grids and power
information and technology, transmission and
distribution of electric power, energy efficiency and
storage system.

5

MOU between the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports of the Republic of India
and the Ministry of Gender Equality and
Family of the Republic of Korea on
Cooperation in Youth Matters

The MoU will strengthen and encourage cooperation
on youth matters through participation in events and
activities
through
exchanges,
international
conferences, seminars, youth camps, festivals etc.

6

Framework of Cooperation(FOC) in the
Field of Road Transport and Highways
between the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways of the Republic of India and
the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and
Transport of the Republic of Korea

To be signed under the provisions of India-ROK CEPA,
the FOC envisages cooperation in areas including
road policies, design and construction, road
operation, road management and safety, intelligent
transport systems and electronic toll collection
systems

7

MOU between the Ministry of Shipping
the Republic of India and the Ministry
Oceans and Fisheries of the Republic
Korea on Cooperation in the Fields
Maritime Transport and Logistics

The MoU envisages cooperation between the two
countries in the fields of maritime transport and
logistics including through sharing of technologies,
information and experiences, the training of
seafarers, exchange of experts and port operations
etc.

2

The Agreement is being signed under the provisions of
India-ROK CEPA; it would enable co-production of
films, animation and broadcasting programmes. The
Agreement would enable opportunities for
collaboration between Indian and Korean film
industries, and facilitate collaboration and exchange.
MOU for Cooperation between the The MoU would formalize consultations between
National Security Council Secretariat of the National Security Council structures of the two
Republic of India and the Office of National countries in a number of areas.
Security of the Republic of Korea

3

of
of
of
of

CONCLUSION
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There is vast potential for the growth of tourism on both sides and India’s decision to grant ‘Visa on
Arrival’ and e-visas to Koreans will facilitate tourism. Indian films, cuisine and yoga are widely popular in
Korea.
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The key component of India-South Korea strategic partnership continues to be a robust economic
engagement. This fits squarely with the present priorities of the Prime Minister to boost the
manufacturing sector in India.
South Korea is a hub of ship building an area which is of increasing interest for India. Keenness to benefit
from Korean expertise in this area was underlined by Prime Ministers Visit to the facility of the Hyundai
Heavy Industries in Ulsan.

GCC SUMMIT 2015
The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf , known as the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), is
a regional intergovernmental political and economic union consisting of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.








The GCC has been holding two summits annually since 1999. The formal summit is held in December on
a rotating basis and has a formal agenda. It lasts one or two days depending on the discussions of the
issues on the agenda.
The second summit, held in May in Saudi Arabia, is equally important, but it has no formal agenda and
discussions are open among the leaders. It usually lasts one day.
The GCC summit 2015 was held in Riyadh on 5 May.
The summit came at a crucial time for the six-nation GCC, with a Saudi-led coalition bombing (Decisive
Storm Operation) rebels in Yemen, concerns over the rise of Islamist militants and regional worries over
a potential final nuclear deal with Iran.
French President Francois Hollande was the first Western head of state to attend a summit of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC).

US-GCC SUMMIT








President Barack Obama met with representatives from all six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
– at Camp David Summit on 14 May 2015 to assuage Gulf Arab fears about both current nuclear
negotiations between Iran and a United States-led international coalition and Tehran’s destabilizing
activities in the Middle East.
Many Gulf States made clear they were seeking a written agreement resembling a NATO Article Five-like
arrangement where the US would guarantee to defend the GCC if any of its members were attacked by
Iran.
NATO's founding principles was that of collective self-defence, embodied in the crucial fifth clause or
Article 5 of the 1949 Washington Treaty. It says that “an armed attack on one or more [members] shall
be considered an attack on all” and that members will assist the victim(s) of such an attack “forthwith”.
The US and GCC agreed to increase joint military exercises and expand counterterrorism efforts.

DEEP SEABED MINING:
AUTHORITY (ISA)

INDIA-CHINA

ANDTHE

INTERNATIONAL

SEABED

China expressed its "eagerness to cooperate" with India on deep seabed mining in the Indian Ocean. .Beijing's
proposal for India-China cooperation comes in the immediate backdrop of the completion of the 118-day voyage
of the China's deep-sea manned submersible Jiaolong in the southwest Indian Ocean here it reported to have
discovered large deposits of precious metals like gold and silver. The Chinese proposal has following salient
points:
 China and India are on about the same level in terms of the development of deep seabed mining, which
makes India an ideal partner
 Deep seabed mining is high-cost and high-risk work.
20
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 China and India are both developing countries and contractors with the International Seabed Authority
(ISA)
The International Seabed Authority is an autonomous international organization established under the 1982
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the 1994 Agreement relating to the Implementation of
Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
The Authority is the organization through which States Parties to the Convention shall, in accordance with the
regime for the seabed and ocean floor and subsoil thereof beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (the Area)
established in Part XI and the Agreement, organize and control activities in the Area, particularly with a view to
administering the resources of the Area.
Headquarters: Kingston, Jamaica
Membership: There are one hundred and sixty seven (167) members of the International Seabed Authority as at
15 January 2015
ACTIVITIES SUMMARY




A principal function of the Authority is to regulate deep seabed mining and to give special emphasis to
ensuring that the marine environment is protected from any harmful effects which may arise during
mining activities, including exploration.
One of its first priorities was the formulation of the Regulations for Prospecting and Exploration for
Polymetallic Nodules which includes the collaboration of the respective responsibilities of seabed
explorers and the Authority in order to ensure environmentally sustainable development of seabed
mineral resources.

IRELAND: SAME-SEX MARRIAGE




The Republic of Ireland voted strongly in favour of legalising same sex marriage in a referendum held in
which more than 3.2 million people cast their vote.
Ireland has a written constitution which can only be amended by referendum
Ireland is the first country to legalise same-sex marriage through a popular vote.

UK ELECTION
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The Conservative Party, led by David Cameron, was swept back to power— this time with a convincing
majority — to govern the United Kingdom for another five years.
The Conservative Party won with 331
seats, comfortably crossing the 326 midway mark in the 650-seat House of
Commons.
At an estimated 615,000 Indian born
voters in the U.K. constituted the singlelargest foreign born group of voters,
according to a London-based NGO,
Migrants’ Rights Network. This number
does not include the U.K.-born children
of Indian migrants.
Around 1.4 million people of Indian
origin live in the U.K., according to the
most-recent census conducted in 2011.
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A record number of 10 Indian-origin candidates including Keith Vaz, Priti Patel and Infosys co-founder
Narayana Murthy's son-in-law were elected to the British Parliament.
Indian origin Priti Patel has been appointed as a minister in the new Cameron government.

PRESIDENT’S RUSSIA VISIT




President Pranab Mukherjee visited Russia to attend Russia’s victory day parade in the Red Square,
commemorating 70 years of the defeat of Hitler’s army.
The parade, which is held on May 9 every year to commemorate the end of the Second World War,
would mark its 70th anniversary this year.
The President also inaugurated the ‘Namaste Russia’ Festival of Indian Culture in Moscow on 10 May.

WESTERN BOYCOTT OF EVENT




Mr. Mukherjee’s visit was significant at a time nearly every U.S. ally and European country had decided
to boycott the event, a stark contrast from the 50th and 60th commemoration, which was attended by
U.S. Presidents Bill Clinton and George Bush.
Led by President Obama, the Western countries had decided to snub Vladimir Putin for what they see as
Russia’s annexation of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014, an event that spurred a series of international
financial sanctions against Moscow.

PARTICIPATION OF INDIAN ARMY IN THE VICTORY DAY PARADE


The first time a contingent of the Nine Grenadiers regiment of the Indian Army participated in an
international military parade, as part of Russia’s Victory Day commemoration.

INDIA AND VIETNAM: DEFENCE COOPERATION
During visit of the Vietnamese Minister for National Defence, India and Vietnam signed a Joint Vision Statement
on Defence Cooperation for the period 2015-2020.





A MoU on cooperation between the Coast Guards of the two countries was also signed.
The two sides discussed wide ranging issues concerning defence cooperation, including cooperation in
the area of maritime security.
Both sides reiterated their commitment to further enhancing the ongoing defence engagements
between the two sides for mutual benefit.
In October 2014 during Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung’s visit to New Delhi, India had offered a line of
credit worth 100 million US dollars to Vietnam in order to enable it to procure new naval vessels from
India.

ISRO’S PROPOSAL
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The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has mooted a proposal for a ground station in Vietnam.
The proposal is going to help India receive, process and use data from Indian satellites for a variety of
applications including disaster management support.
It can also be used to provide training in space science, technology and applications which will benefit
other members of Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) too.
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INDIA INVITES CHINESE NAVY FOR INTERNATIONAL FLEET REVIEW
India has invited Chinese warships for its International Fleet Review (IFR) early next year despite it is concerned
with China’s role in South China sea and Indian Ocean Region.
WHY THIS INVITE


India is enhancing maritime cooperation with China to ensure that the ongoing competition does not
turn into conflict in the IOR(Indian Ocean Region ).



India is also developing strong Navy (for e.g. Blue Navy) to protect it’s huge interest like Trade security,
Minerals etc. in Indian ocean region.



At the same time India is also trying to China’s steps to forge strong maritime links with almost all
countries in Indian Ocean Region like , Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, eastern Africa, Seychelles,
Mauritius, Maldives and Cambodia.

INTERNATIONAL FLEET REVIEW (IFR)


The Navy is hosting the review after the gap of 15 years with the first such event held in 2001 at
Mumbai.

SIMBEX-15
Bilateral naval exercise SIMBEX-15 between India and Singapore commenced on 23 May 2015 in Singapore.


This exercise was aimed at strengthening bilateral ties and enhancing inter-operability between navies of
the two friendly nations.



Indian side participation: INS Satpura (indigenously built missile stealth frigate), INS Kamorta (the latest
and indigenous Anti Submarine Warfare Corvette) and Long Range Maritime Reconnaissance AntiSubmarine (LRMRASW) aircraft P 8I.

BACKGROUND




Operational interaction between the Indian Navy and Singapore Navy commenced with ASW (antisubmarine warfare) training exercises in 1994, which has grown steadily over the past 20 years.
The operational interaction was formalised as an annual bilateral exercise SIMBEX (full form) in 1999.
Since its inception, SIMBEX (Singapore-Indian Maritime Bilateral Exercise) has grown in tactical and
operational complexity. It has transcended the traditional emphasis on ASW to more complex maritime
exercises, involving various facets of Naval operations such as Air Defence, Air and Surface Practice
Firing, Maritime Security and Search and Rescue.

PRIME MINISTER’S VISIT TO CHINA
In the last two decades, the diplomatic emphasis in India-China relations has been on working on a strong
economic relationship that would whittle down the strategic differences and feeling of adversarial relations
that have piled up over time. The three-day visit to China by Prime Minister stayed true to that script.
During Prime Minister Visit, India and China signed 24 agreements to strengthen bilateral relationship in several
fields including trade and commerce, railways, education, skill development, human resource and other areas.
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MAJOR TAKEAWAYS FROM CHINA










Defence and space cooperation:
 For enhanced border defence cooperation, a "hotline" to work between the Military Headquarters
 ISRO and China space agency to sign Space Cooperation Outline for Deep Space Exploration.
Provincial leaders’ forum:
 Memorandum of Understanding on establishment states/provincial leaders' forum
 For the first time, India has launched a State and Provincial Leaders' Forum with any country
Climate change:
 The joint statement on climate change that reiterated the principles of “equity and common but
differentiated responsibilities” to address issues of climate change and reiterated support for the
UNFCCC and its Kyoto Protocol, was also timely.
Task force to look into trade issues
 India and China agreed to set up a high power task force to resolve issues pertaining to Indian
exports to China.
 Task force will look into all issues faced by Pharma, IT, manufacturing and agriculture sectors in
exporting their products to China.
Cultural /people to people contact:

The Prime Minister has also sought to leverage Buddhism, Yoga and Bollywood to connect directly in anticipation
of changing Chinese hearts and minds.









The “sister-city” relationships between Hyderabad and Qingdao and Aurangabad and Dunhuang
2015 and 2016 have been designated ‘Visit India’ and ‘Visit China’ years respectively
Setting up consulates in Chengdu and Chennai,
Building ties between India and yoga colleges in Kunming and Yunnan.
A MoU between Doordarshan and China’s state-run CCTV.
Memorandum of Understanding between ICCR and Fudan University for establishment of centre for
Gandhian studies
 Prime Minister announced that India has decided to “extend electronic tourist visas to Chinese
nationals.”
Economic relations:
 As many as 21 agreements were signed between Indian and Chinese firms worth $22 billion at the
India-China Business Forum.
 The prominent sectors in which these agreements were signed include energy, infrastructure, IT,
manufacturing, industrial park and project financing.

INDO - FRENCH NAVAL EXERCISE VARUNA 2015
Fourteenth (14th) edition of Indo-French naval exercise (VARUNA) concluded off Goa. The ten day long exercise
commenced on 23 April 2015 and included both a harbour and sea phase.
BACKGROUND
Relations between India and France have traditionally been close and friendly. With the establishment of
strategic partnership in 1998, there has been significant progress in all areas of bilateral cooperation and
exchanges including naval exercises.
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The Indian Navy and the French Navy have been conducting naval exercises since 1983 and following the
establishment of a strategic partnership, these exercises were christened as ‘VARUNA’ in 2001.
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UN’S DAG HAMMARSKJOLD MEDAL AWARDED TO TWO INDIANS










On 29 May 2015 the United Nations Awarded the Dag Hammarskjold Medal to two Indians-Lance
NaikNand Ram and Raju Joseph posthumously. Lance NaikNand Ram served the UN Organization
Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO).
Raju Joseph served in a civilian capacity with the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS).
Established in December 2000 the Dag Hammarskjold Medal is awarded to members of peacekeeping
operations who lost their lives during service with United Nations mandated peacekeeping operations
under its operational command.
Dag Hammarskjold was a Swedish diplomat who served as the second Secretary General of the UN. He
was awarded the Nobel Peace prize in 1961, the same year he died in a plane crash.
29 May is commemorated as International Day of UN Peacekeepers. It was established in 2002 by the
General Assembly paying a tribute to all men and women serving in peacekeeping operations for their
high level of professionalism, dedication and courage, and to honour the memory of those who have lost
their lives in the cause of peace.
Since its inception in 1948, the UN has established 71 peacekeeping operations – in Africa, the Americas,
Asia, Europe and the Middle East. The number of people who have been UN peacekeepers — more than
1 million — far surpasses the total number of staff who had worked for the UN in all other capacities
worldwide.

H-4 VISA ISSUE







New set of rules proposed by the United States Department for Homeland Security allowing the H-4
visa holders to work came into force on 26 May 2015.
The rule would apply only to those H-4 visa holders whose spouses, holding the H-1B visa, have applied
for the Green card.
H-1B is a non-immigrant visa which allows the employers in the USA to temporarily employ foreign
workers in specialty occupations as in the Information Technology sector,
The H-4 visa issued to immediate family members-spouse and children under 21 years of age- of the H1B visa holders.
This move is of particular importance to India’s employed in the IT sector in the United States.
Indians receive the highest share of H-1B visas offered by the US globally.

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
India assumed the presidency of 68th World Health Assembly in Geneva after a gap of 19 Year. The position was
held by Union Health Minister. India also committed to contributes 2.1 million towards the new WHO
contingency fund.
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The significant outcome of the 68th World Health Assembly is the adoption of a Global Action Plan on
Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR) which prepares a blueprint with specific actions and timelines for WHO
as well as Member States to address the growing threat of AMR.
World Health Assembly is the Highest decision making body of the World Health Organisation (WHO).
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ECONOMY
DOES INDIA NEED A STRATEGIC OIL STORAGE PROJECT?
Global strategic petroleum reserves (GSPR) refer to crude oil inventories (or stockpiles) held by the
government of a particular country, as well as private industry, for the purpose of providing economic and
national security during an energy crisis.
BACKGROUND
 In 1990, as the Gulf war engulfed West Asia, India was in the throes of a major energy crisis. By all
accounts India’s oil reserves at the time were adequate for only three days. While India managed to
avert the crisis then, the threat of energy disruption continues to present a real danger even today.
 To address energy insecurity, India’s strategic oil reserve project was mooted in 1998 and commissioned
in 2003.
 The erstwhile Planning Commission (now NITI Aayog), in its Integrated Energy Policy, 2006, announced,
supply, market and technical risks as major threats to India’s energy security. It recommended that India
“maintain a reserve equivalent to 90 days of oil imports for strategic-cum-buffer stock purposes”.
 The global standard for strategic oil reserves, as set by International Energy Association (IEA) for
member-countries, is 90 days of net oil imports.
Current Status of Project







The Government, through Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL), is setting up Strategic
Crude Oil Reserves with storage capacity of 5.33 Million Metric Tonnes (MMT) at three locations viz.
Visakhapatnam (storage capacity: 1.33 MMT), Manglalore (storage capacity: 1.5 MMT) and Padur
(storage capacity:2.5 MMT) to enhance the energy security of the county.
The Visakhapatnam Project is expected to be completed this year, whereas the Mangalore and Padur
projects are expected to be completed next year.
The aforesaid reserves being created in Phase-I would provide a cover of approximately 13 days on the
basis of net oil imports. Based on the crude oil and product storages already existing with the oil
companies and also taking into consideration the storages being built by ISPRL, it was estimated that to
have a total cover of 90 days on net oil imports, the country would require additional crude oil storage of
approximately 13.32 MMT by the year 2019-20.
In order to further increase the Strategic crude oil storage capacity, ISPRL through Engineers India
Limited, has prepared a detailed feasibility study for construction of additional 12.5 MMT of crude oil
storages in Phase-II at four locations viz. Bikaner, Rajkot, Chandikhol and Padur.

NEED FOR STRATEGIC RESERVE





Energy security.
India imports more than 80 per cent of its crude oil requirements, and the Government wants to avoid
interruptions in supply caused by calamities or political crises abroad.
Majority of crude oil is sourced from West Asia. Political instability in west Asia makes it imperative to
build strategic reserve that will help in crisis situation.
The underground crude oil storages would serve as energy cushion during emergency situations like
wars when crude supplies could be disrupted.

CONSTRAINTS IN STORAGE
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There is economic cost associated with infrastructure development and storage.
These storages are built in underground natural rock caverns through excavation. Funding and building
these caverns is a relatively easier challenge than filling them up.
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The oil stored in these reserves will be stocked and not consumed which means that the cost of
financing will be huge.
Time delay involved in building reserve.

UNDERGROUND ROCK CAVERNS



Underground rock caverns are considered the safest means of storing hydrocarbons.
The crude oil storages are in underground rock caverns and are located on the east and west coasts so
that they are readily accessible to the refining sector.

CONCLUSION
The cheaper oil prices now present an opportunity for the government to reform and revamp the energy sector;
it is also an excellent chance to build up our strategic storage.

INTERNAL OMBUDSMAN IN BANKS
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has advised all public sector banks and some private and foreign banks to
appoint an internal ombudsman to improve their customer service and to ensure that customer complaints in
banks get resolved fast.
PROVISIONS



The internal ombudsman would be designated Chief Customer Service Officer (CCSO).
RBI has also made it clear that the CCSO should not have worked in the bank in which he/she is
appointed as CCSO.

GRIEVANCE REDRESSAL MECHANISM (BANKING OMBUDSMAN)






The Reserve Bank introduced the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (BOS) in 1995 to provide an expeditious
and inexpensive forum to bank customers for resolution of their complaints relating to certain services
rendered by banks.
From a total of 11 grounds of complaints, when the BO Scheme was introduced in 1995, BO Scheme now
provides for 27 grounds of complaints/deficiencies in bank services.
Commercial banks, regional rural banks, and scheduled primary co-operative banks are covered under
the Scheme.
The Reserve Bank operates the BOS, free of cost, so as to make it accessible to all.

CONCLUSION
The bank’s internal ombudsman will now be a forum available to bank customers for grievance redressal before
they can even approach the Banking Ombudsman.

UPSC 2010
With reference to the institution of Banking Ombudsman in India, which one of the statements is not correct?
(a) The Banking Ombudsman is appointed by the Reserve Bank of India
(b) The Banking Ombudsman can consider complaints from Non-Resident Indians having accounts in India
(c) The orders passed by the Banking Ombudsman, are final and binding on the parties concerned
(d) The service provided by the Banking Ombudsman is free of any fee
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TRADE DEFICIT WITH CHINA
India and China had agreed to set up a high level task force to look into ways to address New Delhi's concerns
over widening trade deficit which has touched $48 billion in China's favour.

INVESTMENTS BY OVERSEAS INDIANS
Investments by non-resident Indians (NRIs), overseas citizens of India (OCIs) and persons of Indian origin (PIOs)
will now be treated as domestic investment. They will not be allowed to repatriate the money overseas.



From now onwards, for foreign investment purposes, the definitions of OCIs and PIOs are being merged
with that of NRIs and NRI investment will be treated as domestic investment.
Till now, investments by NRIs in only the aviation industry were excluded from the FDI limit of 49%; NRIs
were permitted full ownership in the sector.

IMPACT






It will allow the companies operating in regulated sectors to increase foreign investments across sectors.
This is because overseas Indians now fall outside the FDI ceilings and the space vacated by them can be
filled by foreign investors.
Domestic companies can attract investments from overseas Indians without violating foreign investment
norms.
The measure is expected to result greater inflow of foreign exchange remittance, leading to economic
growth of the country.
It is a good incentive for NRIs as well to invest in Indian companies since such investments will be made
through rupee accounts from India, it would mean permanent FDI, as it cannot be repatriated.

INDIA’S GDP GROWS BY 7.3%

India’s economy grew by 7.3 per cent during 2014-15.
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KEY INDICATORS




Capital formation continued to be lower at 28.7 per cent of GDP against 29.7 per cent during 2013-14.
This has slowed for the second straight year.
The manufacturing sector grew by 7.1 per cent against the 2013-14 growth of 5.3 per cent.
Almost all sectors of the economy picked up during the year. The exceptions were the sectors of
‘agriculture, forestry and fishing’, ‘mining and quarrying’ and ‘public administration defence and other
services’.

U.S. GOVERNMENT SECURITIES




India's holdings to US government securities rose to $107.7 billion at the end of March 2015.
At the end of March 2015, China was the biggest holder with securities worth $1.261 trillion, followed by
Japan that had an exposure of $1.227 trillion.
Among the BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India, China) grouping, India is the third largest holder of US government
securities. Russia's exposure stood at $69.9 billion.

BRICS BANK
India named veteran banker K.V. Kamath to be the first President of the New Development Bank, popular as the
BRICS bank. The bank will be based in Shanghai. After a five-year term at the helm by an Indian, the President’s
post would by turn go to a Brazilian and then to a Russian.
WHAT IS BRICS?
In 2001, the then Goldman Sachs Group economist Jim O’Neill coined the term BRIC to describe the growing
prominence of Brazil, Russia, India and China in the global economy.





BRIC country leaders started meeting as a bloc in 2009. South Africa joined them later. So, BRIC is now
BRICS.
So, BRICS account for about 40 per cent of the world’s population and a combined economy of about
$16 trillion. Although they account for over one-fifth of the global economy, together they garner only
11 per cent of votes at IMF. On the other hand, developed countries such as the U.S., Japan, Germany,
the U.K. and France hold 40 per cent of the voting power.
In the BRICS bank, the founding members have equal voting rights.

WHAT IS BRICS BANK?
In July 2014, the BRICS countries agreed to set up a development bank, whose purpose, according to its articles,
is to “mobilise resources for infrastructure and sustainable development projects” not just in BRICS countries
but also in other emerging economies. It seeks to do so by supporting public and private projects through loans,
guarantees and equity.
 The bank will begin with a subscribed capital of $50 billion, divided equally between its five founders,
with an initial total of $10 billion put in cash over the next seven years and $40 billion in guarantees.
 The group has also agreed to a$100 billion currency exchange reserve, which member-countries can
tap during balance of payment problems.
 China, the biggest foreign exchange reserve-holder amongst them, will contribute the major portion of
the currency pool. Brazil, India and Russia will contribute $18 billion each while South Africa will chip in
with $5 billion.
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UPSC 2010
With reference to BRIC countries, consider the following statements:
1. At present, China’s GDP is more than the combined GDP of all the three other countries.
2. China’s population is more than the combined population of any two other countries.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

CAPITAL ACCOUNT CONVERTIBILITY
DEFINITION
Capital account convertibility means the freedom to convert rupees into foreign currency and back for
capital transactions.
Freedom to convert local financial assets into foreign ones at market-determined exchange rates.
India has current account convertibility but not capital account convertibility.





BENEFITS OF CAPITAL ACCOUNT CONVERTIBILITY





The primary benefits that India is likely to reap from full capital account convertibility are stronger
capital flows into domestic projects.
Lower borrowing costs for firms
Currency diversification benefits for businesses and investors.
Leads to free exchange of currency at lower rates and an unrestricted mobility of capital.

NEGATIVE IMPACT OF CAPITAL ACCOUNT CONVERTIBILITY



It could destabilise an economy due to massive capital flows in and out of the country.
Impact of 2008-9 financial crises in Indian economy was minimum due to restriction in capital account
convertibility.

RBI STAND



Executive Director of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), has suggested that India should move towards
making the rupee more convertible for capital transactions by foreign investors.
Greater opening of capital account is inescapable as the Indian economy grows further and becomes
global in dimension.

WHY IS IT ADVOCATED SO FORCEFULLY?
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The most obvious argument is that all developed countries are capital account convertible; hence this is
an inevitable destiny of the developing countries in their path to development.
Free global capital flows bring about better and more efficient allocation of the global pool of savings to
the more productive uses. From the developing country’s viewpoint, free access to global capital
markets increases available investible resources which augments domestic savings, reduces marginal
cost of capital, accelerates investment and growth.
Open capital accounts facilitate portfolio diversification by investors in developed as well as developing
countries.
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Because the feasibility of capital account convertibility rests on sound macroeconomic policy, it creates a
sort of commitment for the country concerned to ensure better macroeconomic management, lest it is
punished by the investors.

WHERE DOES INDIA STAND NOW?


India currently has full convertibility of the rupee in current accounts such as for exports and imports.
However, India’s capital account convertibility is not full. There are ceilings on government and
corporate debt, external commercial borrowings and equity.

LESSON FROM ASIAN FINANCIAL CRISIS
Lessons from the Asian financial crisis of 1998 suggest three pre-requisites for a developing country to benefit
from full convertibility:




A comfortable current account balance,
Low external debt and
A strong banking system that is resilient to global contagion.

None of these conditions exist in India today.
WAY FORWARD



Foreign investors already enjoy full convertibility on most transactions, while rules for Indian firms to
make cross-border acquisitions or borrowings have been progressively relaxed in recent years.
It is only for individuals that outward remittances remain significantly restricted. Therefore, the way
forward would be to continue with a gradualist approach towards dismantling capital controls.

INVESTMENT VIA P-NOTES
Investments into Indian markets through participatory notes (P-Notes) have dropped to Rs 2.68 lakh crore ($42
billion) at the end of April, after hitting over 7-year high in the preceding month.
P-Notes, mostly used by overseas HNIs (High Net Worth Individuals), hedge funds and other foreign
institutions, allow such investors to invest in Indian markets through registered Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs).
WHAT ARE PARTICIPATORY NOTES?
Participatory Notes or P-Notes are financial instruments issued by foreign institutional investors to investors and
hedge funds who wish to invest in Indian stock markets. These are also called offshore derivative instruments.
WHO GETS P-NOTES?
P-Notes are issued to real investors on the basis of stocks purchased by the FII. The registered FII looks after all
the transactions, which appear as proprietary trades in its books.
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VIRTUAL NETWORK OPERATOR (VNO)
DEFINITION



A virtual network operator (VNO) is an entity that does not own a telecom network infrastructure but
provides telecom services by purchasing capacity from telecom carriers.
VNO is something like a retailer selling products and services of different companies under one roof, and
a customer needs to pay only one bill for all items purchased.

TRAI VIEWS




The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) recommended to the government creation of a Virtual
Network Operator (VNO).
It recommended that a separate category of unified license be created for virtual network operators
(VNOs).
It feels that there should be no cap on number of VNOs that can operate in a service area.

SIGNIFICANCE OF VNO






It will open the doors of the telecom sector to new players and offer more choices to consumers.
With infrastructure sharing being the key feature in VNO model, the service is likely to address some of
the major concerns faced by the telecom industry in India.
The telecom operators will get faster and broader access to customers without spending on branding or
marketing, while the VNO will get access to infrastructure without significant investments.
This TRAI decision could see the revival of fixed lines. Fixed line penetration in India is a negligible 2.2%
as compared to 20% in China and a phenomenal 43% in the United States.
This move could well be the foundation for the spread of high quality fixed broadband service which will
be critical for the success of the government’s Digital India plan and ‘smart cities’ initiative.

PREDATORY PRICING
DEFINITION
Predatory pricing (also undercutting) is a pricing strategy where a product or service is set at a very low price,
intending to drive competitors out of the market, or create barriers to entry for potential new competitors.
ISSUES WITH E-COMMERCE
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There have been complaints that e-commerce companies engage in “predatory pricing” or “below cost
pricing”.
The competition act only prohibits “predatory pricing” by companies with a dominant position in a
relevant market in India. If the company is not dominant, predatory pricing, as a matter of law, is
inapplicable.
The CCI has been increasingly looking into alleged violation of fair trade norms by entities from the new-age
sectors like e-commerce and internet. However, it recently let off as many as five online retailers including
Flipkart and Snapdeal after it did not find any evidence of wrongdoing on their part.
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FDI IN INDIA
Foreign direct investment in India grew by about 40 per cent year-on-year to Rs 1.76 lakh crore in 2014-15. In
2013-14, the country had attracted Rs 1.26 lakh crore FDI. There is an increase of about 40 per cent (in FDI) over
the previous year.





According to the data of Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) the top 10 sectors that
receive maximum foreign investment include services, automobiles, telecommunication, computer
software and hardware and pharmaceuticals.
India attracts maximum FDI from Mauritius, Singapore, the Netherlands, Japan, and the US.
Healthy inflow of foreign investments into the country helped India’s balance of payments (BoP)
situation.

INDIA’S RETAIL SECTOR
The following observations made in a report titled- “The Indian Retail Medley” by Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII).
 The Indian retail industry is forecast to grow almost four times to $2.1 trillion by 2025 from the present
size of $550 billion.
 In this period (2015-25), organized retail is expected to grow seven times and online retail 26 times.
However, the unorganised retail is expected to still dominate with about 80 per cent share even by then.
Also, 10-12 million jobs (direct and indirect) are expected to be created.

REASONS FOR GROWTH





India’s young population.
Increasing affluence.
Changing lifestyle, and attitude towards spending.
Increasing availability in the smallest of the towns.

ONLINE RETAILING
The online retailing has seen a tremendous growth, aided by growing penetration of Internet. India is seen as the
world’s fastest growing e-commerce market now, as Internet is changing the way people think, interact and
consume.
33
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The Internet penetration presently at 19 per cent— 25 crore people are currently connected to the
Internet and the number will swell to 70 crore in a decade.
Riding the robust e-commerce growth wave, the e-retail market is expected to rise from $5 billion in
2015 to over $130 billion by 2025.
The online retail would provide a robust platform to the unorganised retail to reach out to the
consumers across markets in tier 3 and tier 4 cities.

CONCLUSION
The report argues for a strong collaboration between the organised, unorganised and online retail growth. All
the three segments can co-exist in the Indian retail ecosystem and expand each one’s market as the industry
sector is large enough to accommodate all participants, it points out.

NATIONAL OPTICAL FIBRE NETWORK (NOFN) INITIATIVE(BHARAT NET)




In October 2011, the government had approved the setting up of a National Optical Fibre Network
(NOFN) to provide connectivity to all the 2,50,000 gram panchayats in the country. This would have
ensured broadband connectivity with adequate bandwidth, and was to be achieved by extending the
existing optical fibre to the Gram Panchayats.
By the end of March 2015, only 20,000 village panchayats got broadband connectivity whereas the
target was to connect 50,000 village panchayats.

The project forms the backbone of Digital India programme but is lagging behind schedule, which led to the
formation of the committee to suggest ways to fast-track the project
RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMITTEE
J Satyanarayana-led committee has recommended following points to fast-track NOFN initiative.




The report stresses on involvement of States, besides private players, for speedier implementation of
the project that has fallen far behind its planned schedule.
Bringing in States would also increase inflow of funds into the project.
The committee has proposed to rename the project as BharatNet, which is to be completed by
December 2017 at an estimated cost of Rs 72,778 crore.

NATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL PRICING AUTHORITY (NPPA)



Drug price regulator NPPA has fixed prices of 30 formulation packs, including drugs used to treat various
diseases such as tuberculosis, diabetes, asthma and antibiotics.
NPPA has already fixed the ceiling prices in respect of 521 formulations out of 680 till date which comes
under the National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM).

Related Information:
The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) is a government regulatory agency that controls the prices
of pharmaceutical drugs in India. Authority works under Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals, Ministry
of Chemicals and Fertilizers.
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The NPPA was formed in 29 August 1997.
It has been given powers to implement and enforce the Drugs Price Control Order (DPCO), 1995/2013.
It can also fund studies regarding pricing of drugs.
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It also has the task to monitor drug shortages and take appropriate actions to rectify it.
It also has to collect and maintain data regarding the import and export of drugs, market shares of
pharmaceutical companies and their profits.
It also handles legal disputes that arise out of policies created by it.
It advices the Government of India in matters of drug policies and pricing.

STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY ACT, 2013
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Only 11 States have so far operationalised the Act with 25 States “unable’’ to comply with preconditions
to improve the Public Distribution System.
The Central government has given
several extensions since April to
States for carrying out the
requirement of displaying the list
of beneficiaries, computerisation
of the targeted PDS, setting up
vigilance committees and building
modern storage facilities at
strategic
points
for
quick
movement of food grains.
Even the States which are
implementing the Act are doing so
“partially” as most of them have
continued with the old set of
beneficiaries primarily with the aim
of not losing any quota of the
concessional food grains under the
targeted PDS.
CAG on Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana (RKVY) The report by the
Comptroller and Auditor General of
India (CAG) on the performance of
the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) since its launch in 2007 to 2013, which was tabled in Parliament
recently, has detected shortfalls in achieving targeted outputs in 62 projects costing Rs. 1,405 crore in 19
States.
Against the backdrop of faltering growth in the agriculture sector, the scheme was launched in the XI
Five Year Plan giving complete flexibility to the States to launch projects with an aim to generate growth
in agriculture and allied sectors. As part of the plan, Rs. 30,873 crore was released to 28 States and seven
Union Territories during the period under review. However, Rs. 2,800 crore remained unspent.
The CAG report highlights numerous instances of the expected benefits of the RKVY not reaching the
farmers.
According to the report, of the 4,061 projects sanctioned in 19 selected sectors during 2007-08 to 201213, 2,506 were completed. While 1,279 projects were under progress, 85 had not been implemented,
100 abandoned and 90 dropped. “An amount of Rs. 134.95 crore was incurred on 28 abandoned
projects. Of the 393 projects selected for audit examination, cases of under-performance and
irregularities were noticed in 150, whereas shortfalls were noticed in 62 projects costing Rs. 1,404.94
crore in 19 States,” said the report.
The CAG report revealed that RKVY funds to the tune of Rs. 91.24 crore were diverted for other
purposes in nine projects.
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SOCIAL ISSUES/HEALTH
APPRAISAL OF REVISED NATIONAL TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL PROGRAMME
(RNTCP):
The Joint Monitoring Mission 2015 has found many flaws with the Revised National Tuberculosis Control
Programme (RNTCP) and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in their inability to handle the Multi-Drug
Resistant – Tuberculosis (MDR-TB) crisis in the country.
FLAWS






Together with its inability to diagnose drug-resistant TB, the RNTCP heavy dependence on the centuryold, insensitive smear microscopy as a primary diagnostic tool has been strongly criticised.
The RNTCP currently treats patients without knowing their resistance profile. The regimen of thrice
weekly drugs even to those with prior resistance has caused amplification of resistance to rifampicin
drug.
Another failing of TB programme pertains to the mandatory TB notification by the private practitioners.
In spite of mandatory notification, TB patients, treated by private doctors, are not notified to the RNTCP.
The national strategic plan (NSP) for TB control for 2012-17 are to provide universal access to early
diagnosis and treatment and improve case detection. The JMM reports that the “implementation of the
NSP for 2012-2017 is not on track — projected increases in case detection by the RNTCP have not
occurred, vital procurements are delayed and many planned activities have not been implemented.”

RECOMMENDATIONS AND WAY FORWARD







While private doctors treat patients with daily dosing, the RNTCP follows a thrice weekly strategy, hence
the need is to “accelerate implementation of the transition to daily dosing.”
It wants the Ministry to develop e-Nikshay, an advanced version to the existing Nikshay system for
notifying TB patients.
With the cost of treating a person with TB going up to 39% of the household’s annual expenditure, the
report has recommended that the Ministry of Health minimises the out-of-pocket expenditure by
families by “supporting the cost of TB testing and providing free drugs.”
It also wants the government to exempt TB diagnostics and drugs from taxation, considering TB as a
public health emergency.
The JMM has recommended that the government should establish a “state-of-art TB surveillance
system for capturing all TB cases, public and privately-treated.

LABOUR CODES
The government has a proposal to codify the Central labour law architecture by merging all 44 Central
legislations into four codes on labour laws — one each on wages, industrial relations, social security and safety
& welfare.
Two of the draft codes on industrial relations and wages have come up, other two are likely to be released
during the course of the year.
DRAFT CODE ON INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
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It proposes to merge three Central labour statutes on the Trade Unions Act, 1926, the Industrial
Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946, and the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.
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It would allow easier retrenchment and closure norms for firms with up to 300 workers though ensuring
that the employees get higher compensation in return.
It has made it tougher to form trade unions and has proposed that at least 10 % of workers employed by
a firm or a minimum of 100 workers would be required to set up a trade union.

DRAFT CODE ON WAGES




It proposes a uniform definition of wages by merging four labour laws on wages: the Minimum Wages
Act, 1948, the Payment of Wages Act, 1936, the Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 and the Equal
Remuneration Act, 1976.
It replaces the term ‘inspector’ with the ’facilitator’.

Government will soon bring draft code on Social security, and Safety & welfare.
Not that relevant topic (IMHO)

CABINET CLEARS AMENDMENTS IN CHILD LABOUR LAW








The government justified the exceptions to strike “a balance between the need for education for a child
and reality of the socio-economic condition in the country”. These exceptions are subject to safety
measures, as may be prescribed, and provided that such work does not affect the child’s school
education
The amendments to the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2012 will link the age
of prohibition of employment to age under Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act,
2009.
While prohibiting employment of children below the age of 14 in all occupations and processes, the
Centre made two exceptions by letting them work in family enterprises and in the audio-visual
entertainment industry (except the circus), provided their school education is not affected.
Amendment introduces new term “adolescents” for children between 14 and 18 years of age and bars
their employment in hazardous industries. Current law allows employment of children above 14 years in
hazardous occupation and processes.

STRICTER PUNISHMENT




Parents and guardians will not be penalised for the first offence but, for a second offence, they would
be fined up to Rs 20,000. This is a change from the earlier position where parents or guardians were
liable to get the same punishment as employers for permitting a child to work in contravention of the
Act.
To create a deterrent, the offence of employing any child or adolescent by an employer has been made
cognizable. For employers, the first offence of employing any child or adolescent would attract
imprisonment between six months to two years or and a fine ranging between Rs 20,000 and 50,000, or
both. The earlier penalty was imprisonment between three months to one year or a fine ranging
between Rs 10,000 and 20,000, or both. In case of a second offence, the minimum imprisonment would
be 1 year which may extend to 3 years. Earlier, this penalty was imprisonment between 6 months to 2
years.

CRITICISM OF AMENDMENTS
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Allowing minors to work in non-hazardous family enterprises and the audio-visual entertainment
industry are “ill-conceived and ill-advised”. It is also contrary to the central government’s declared
policy of total elimination of the bonded child labour system.
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Child rights activists had argued that the definition of family enterprises can include matchbox making,
carpet weaving and gem polishing industries where child labour is in high demand.
‘Family enterprises’ fall in the unorganised sector, making them an amorphous legal category that is
hard to govern. Such a law will adversely affect girl children who are often forced into domestic work, or
Dalits and those from the minorities who work out of dire poverty but are ultimately denied the joys of
childhood
Moreover, instead of just tinkering with the 1986 Act, the government needs to comprehensively
overhaul it, focussing on the rehabilitation of children rescued from traumatic working conditions. This
requires an interlinking of ‘rescue, rehabilitation and schooling’ through greater coordination among
Ministries and organisations.

INDIA WAY BEHIND WHO HEALTH TARGETS






India has met only four of ten health targets under the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), and has
made next to no progress on another four, according to the WHO’s annual World Health Statistics for
2015.
In India, life expectancy grew by eight years between 1990 and 2013.
While India has sharply reduced its infant mortality between 2000 and 2013, it still contributes for the
most infant deaths globally.
Non-communicable diseases (NCD)are the top killers, followed by communicable diseases and injuries.

CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM (CBCS)
UGC has come up with a program called Choice Based Credit System (CBCS).


38

The choice based credit system provides a ‘cafeteria’ approach in which the students can take courses of
their choice, learn at their own pace, undergo additional courses, and acquire more than the required
credits” and hence, the system is desirable.
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The grading system is considered “better” and “desirable” because this will facilitate student mobility
across institutions within the country and across other countries, and also enable potential employers
to assess the performance of students.
The new system proposes a common syllabus for all central universities, a common entrance test,
faculty and credit transfers.

OPPOSITION TO CBCS







Some feel that CBCS is being pushed through hurriedly without adequate consultation with academia
and faculty
A common syllabus is neither desirable nor feasible as this will diminish creativity and lower standards
in order to conform to common standards.
A university system is desirable that encourages diversity and de-centralisation, not one that centralises
authority or enforces lifeless uniformity.
The standard of education in good universities will suffer.
Universities will no longer be autonomous.
The system of inter-university mobility can be wrongly used to “take punitive action to get rid of
students and teachers who do not toe the line”

ARGUMENTS FAVOURING THE MOVE
The justifications offered are:
 Enhanced employability
 Skill development
 Seamless nationwide mobility for students.
CONCLUSION
It seems that the choice based credit system may disturb the autonomy of universities, and restrict the
innovativeness in curriculum. Hence, a cautious approach must be taken before bringing any changes to the
existing system.

WORLD EDUCATION FORUM 2015



The World Education Forum (WEF) was held in South Korea's port city of Incheon. It adopted Declaration
for future education development goals.
Earlier forum was held in Dakar in 2000, six goals were agreed upon, the most significant being that by
2015, each child would get access to primary education and no child would be out of school. Fifteen
years later, we’re still miles away from achieving those goals.

INCHEON DECLARATION
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The Declaration will be implemented through Education 2030 Framework for Action (FFA). The 2030 FFA
which will form Goal 4 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which will succeed the educationrelated Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Education for All (EFA) goals expiring at the end of
2015.
The Incheon Declaration re-affirms that education is a fundamental human right and public good that is
crucial to promoting social, economic and environmental justice.
The Declaration affirms that the responsibility for implementing the right to education agenda lies with
the State
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The Declaration also calls for a commitment to twelve years of free, publically funded formal quality
education for all by 2030, nine years of which should be compulsory.
Other key commitments on the right to education include:
 Ensuring access and equity issues are addressed, with a special emphasis of the importance of
gender equality in achieving the right to education;
 Improving learning outcomes and guaranteeing quality education, including by ensuring that
teachers are well-trained and supported; and
 Confirming that national governments should adhere to international spending benchmarks on
education (4-6% of GDP and 15-20% of total public expenditure).

CHALLENGES TO MEET UNIVERSAL EDUCATION GOALS:




Today, less than 4 % of global aid goes to education. We need $22 billion to send every child to school.
This is only 4.5 days of annual military expenditure.
The world needs almost 1.45 crore qualified teachers, but we are investing in fortifying our armies
instead of enriching our schools.
Another challenge is to make the education we provide inclusive and egalitarian. Our current standards
have made education a business and a privilege of the rich. It is no more a human right, but a thing to
be sold and bought. A knowledge apartheid will only exclude the marginalised further, leading to social
unrest. No country can progress without equal opportunity for education and social justice.

CONCLUSION


No country can progress without equal opportunity for education and social justice. Education is not
just a human right, but also a key to other rights.

NRHM: PERFORMANCE CARD






It began in 2005 with the promise of being the answer to rural India’s health worries but 10 years on, the
National Rural Health Mission is plagued by a massive shortage of manpower and lack of infrastructure.
This is due largely to an inadequacy in public spending on health which is just 1 % of the GDP; the US
spends 18-20% and the UK 9-12%.
The total health spend in the first three years of the 12th Plan has been Rs 70,000 crore, way below the
Rs 2,68,000 crore allocation given in the Plan document.

Inevitably, the shortfall in spending puts severe pressure on existing infrastructure.
o
o
o
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A PHC (Primary Health Centre) is supposed to cover 20,000-30,000 but the average coverage of
the 25,020 PHCs in 2014 stood at 33,323.
A CHC (Community Health Centre) is supposed to cover 80,000-1,20,000; but the average
coverage of 5,363 CHC stood at 1,55,463.
Also, the CHCs are 70-80% short of trained physicians and surgeons.
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Since it was launched in April 2005 with the purpose of
improving rural health infrastructure and services, NRHM
has been renamed National Health Mission in the hope of
extending the model to urban areas. It has, however, not
been able to start even one of the basic requirements of a
universal healthcare model — a free generic drugs
programme. The scourge of Cancer
Important findings of the study, “The Global Burden of
Cancer 2013,”.

GLOBAL STATISTICS



Among men, prostate cancer caused 1.4 million new cases and 293,000 deaths.
For women, breast cancer caused 1.8 million new cases and 464,000 deaths.

RELATED TO INDIA
The incidence of cancer has grown over the last decade in India although the rate of mortality has fallen.




Breast canceris the fastest growing in terms of incidence for women and kills the most, andprostate
canceris the fastest-growing in incidence for men, whilelung cancer killed the most men.
Stomach cancer is the leading cause of death by cancer for the population as a whole, while lung cancer
and breast cancer kill the most men and women respectively.
India has a lower incidence of cancer than the global average, with just half the number of new cases
recorded every year per capita than the global average. However, the incidence has grown from over
700 new cases per million population to nearly 1,000 new cases per million people

INDIA TOPS WORLD HUNGER LIST
India is home to 194.6 million undernourished
people, the highest in the world, according to the
annual report by the FAO of the United Nations.
This translates into over 15 per cent of India’s
population, exceeding China in both absolute
numbers and proportion of malnourished people in
the country's population.
OBSERVATIONS RELATED TO IN INDIA
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Higher economic growth has not been fully
translated into higher food consumption,
suggesting that the poor and hungry may
have failed to benefit much from overall
growth.
The report suggests that this is a result of
growth not being inclusive.
Rural people make up a high percentage of
the hungry and malnourished in developing
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countries, and efforts to promote growth in agriculture and the rural sector can be an important
component of a strategy for promoting inclusive growth.
There has however been a significant reduction in the proportion of undernourished people in India —
by 36 per cent — from 1990-92. In India, the extended food distribution programme has contributed to
a positive outcome.

ACROSS THE WORLD


Around the world, 795 million people — or around one in nine — are undernourished.



Asia and the Pacific account for almost 62 % of this section. The figure dropped to 795 million in 201415, from 1 billion in 1990-92, with East Asia led by China accounting for most of the reductions. (From
18.6 % in 1990-92 to 10.9 % in 2014-15).
According to the statistics, the prevalence of underweight children declined from 49.2 per cent in 1990
to 30 per cent in 2013. Southern Asia, which has historically had the highest number of underweight
children below five years of age, also happens to be a region that has made big strides in reducing
malnutrition among children.
"A majority – 72 out of 129 – of the countries monitored by FAO have achieved the Millennium
Development Goal target of halving the prevalence of undernourishment by 2015, with developing
regions as a whole missing the target by a small margin," .





The overall analysis suggested that inclusive economic growth, agricultural investments and social protection,
along with political stability, can eradicate hunger.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY/ENVIRONMENT
SAIGA ANTELOPES




The saiga is a critically endangered antelope that originally
inhabited a vast area of the Eurasian steppezone. mostly
concentrated in the steppe land of Kazakhstan, neighbouring
Russia and Mongolia.
Why in News: In May 2015 large numbers of saiga began to
die from a mysterious epizootic1 illness suspected to
be pasteurellosis. Herd fatality is 100% once infected, with an
estimated 40% of the species' total population already dead.
More than 120,000 carcasses had been found as of late May,
while the estimated total population was only 250,000.

THE INDIAN PANGOLIN










The Indian pangolin, thick-tailed pangolin is an endangered
pangolin found in the plains and hills of India, Sri
Lanka, Nepal and Bhutan.
It is a mammal. It is an insectivore that feeds on ants and
termites. It can curl itself into a ball as a form of self-defence
against predators such as the tiger.
Why in News: Marine engineer among 13 held for smuggling
Indian pangolins to China.

InSight (Interior Exploration using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat Transport) In March 2016,
NASA will send this unique Mars lander to explore the Red Planet’s deep interior to find clues about how
all rocky planets, including the Earth, formed and evolved.
The lander InSight will be the first mission devoted to understand the interior structure of the Red
Planet.

LION CENSUS IN GIR
2010

2015

% Growth

Habitation area growth

411

523

27%

109%



1

This is the only wild population of Asiatic lions in the world and IUCN has categorised the species as
endagered.

An epizootic is a disease event in an animal population, analogous to an epidemic in humans.
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EFFORTS TAKEN FOR PROTECTION OF
GIR LIONS




The members of the Maldhari
community living next to the forest area
had been of great assistance to the
Forest Department in their conservation
efforts.
Under a government programme,
some300 Vanya prani saathis (friends of
the forest animals) had been recruited
to ensure that lions were not attacked if
they strayed into any nearby villages.

HEAT WAVE
Definition: A heat wave refers to a prolonged period of hot weather, which may be accompanied by high
humidity. The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) defines a heat wave as five or more consecutive days
in which the average daily maximum temperature is exceeded by at least 5°C, the normal period being 19611990.
REASONS FOR HEAT WAVE








A heat wave occurs when a system of high atmospheric pressure moves into an area. In such a highpressure system, air from upper levels of our atmosphere is pulled toward the ground, where it becomes
compressed and increases in temperature.
This high concentration of pressure makes it difficult for
other weather systems to move into the area, which is
why a heat wave can last for several days or weeks. The
longer the system stays in an area, the hotter the area
becomes.
The high-pressure inhibits winds, making them faint to
nonexistent. Because the high-pressure system also
prevents clouds from entering the region, sunlight can
become punishing, heating up the system even more.
The combination of all of these factors come together to
create the exceptionally hot temperatures we call a heat
wave.

The deadliest heat wave on record in India is the 1998 one in
which 2,541 people died. The most lethal heat wave in the world
was the one that crippled Europe in 2003, killing 71,310 people.
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NEW HORIZONS
New Horizons is a NASA space probe launched to study the dwarf planet Pluto, its moons and one or two
other Kuiper belt objects. The spacecraft is scheduled to pass through the Pluto system on July 14, 2015 and will
map the dwarf planet, its five known moon's surface and search for a ring system.


NASA probe, New Horizons, passed Neptune’s orbit, nearly 25 years after Voyager 2 spacecraft executed
the first-ever flyby of faraway Neptune and its icy moon Triton.

PLUTO’S MOONS


Pluto has five known moons — Charon, Hydra, Nix,
Kerberos and Styx.

THE KUIPER BELT




The Kuiper belt sometimes called the Edgeworth–
Kuiper belt, is a region of the Solar beyond
the planets,
extending
from
the orbit of Neptune (at 30 AU) to approximately
50 AU from the Sun.
The astronomical unit (AU) is a unit of length,
roughly the distance from the Earth to the Sun.

BUMBLEBEES



India is home to 48 of the 250 known species of bumblebees, the only
pollinators of vegetation in high-altitude regions.
Bumblebees are generally found on altitudes of 2,000-15,000 feet along the
entire Himalayas, from Jammu & Kashmir to Nagaland.

SOCIAL INSECTS



Like the honeybees, bumblebees are social insects and live in colonies
The founder of the colony is the queen that hibernates throughout winter.

Why in News: Recently A book, Indian Bumblebees , was launched at the beginning of the centenary celebration
of the Zoological Survey of India.
Why Important: Hibernation , High Altitude Pollination

UPSC 2014
1. Consider the following:
1. Bats
2. Bears
3. Rodents
The phenomenon of hibernation can be observed in which of the above kinds of animals?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) Hibernation cannot be observed in any of the above
45
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WHITLEY AWARDS



The Whitley Awards are made annually by the Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) to recognise and
celebrate effective national and regional conservation leaders across the globe.
The awards are worth £30,000 (2007) and are now amongst the most high profile of conservation prizes
- they have been called the "Green Oscars".

Two Indians have been awarded with the prestigious Whitley Awards for their contribution to wildlife
conservation.
Dr Ananda Kumar

his work using innovative communication systems to enable human-elephant coexistence
in southern India

Dr Pramod Patil

his work to protect the iconic great Indian bustard in the Thar Desert

MESSENGER (MERCURY SURFACE, SPACE ENVIRONMENT, GEOCHEMISTRY, AND
RANGING) SPACECRAFT
MESSENGER (a backronym of MErcury Surface, Space ENvironment, GEochemistry, and Ranging, and a
reference to the mythological messenger, Mercury) was a robotic NASA spacecraft which orbited the planet
Mercury between 2011 and 2015.



NASA’s Messenger spacecraft, launched in 2004, began orbiting Mercury in 2011.
Spacecraft has crashed into the surface of Mercury, ending its historic 11-year mission that provided
valuable data and thousands of images of the planet. (Orbited for 4 years)

FINDINGS OF MISSION







Its objective was to study Mercury's chemical composition, geology, and magnetic field.
Unexpectedly high concentrations of magnesium and calcium found on Mercury
Mercury's magnetic field is offset far to the north of the planet's center
visual evidence of past volcanic activity on the surface of Mercury
Both water ice and organic compounds in permanently shadowed craters in Mercury's north pole
MESSENGER was able to take highly detailed close-up photographs of ice-filled craters and other
landforms at Mercury's north pole.

IMPACT OF GLOBAL WARMING
One in six species on Earth could be threatened with extinction from climate change unless steps are taken to
reduce global warming emissions, new research has warned.
Temperature Rise

0.8

2

4.3

2.8% (already at the risk)

5.2%

16.67% (1 out of 6)

(since the beginning of
the Industrial Revolution.)
% species might die
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Possible Reasons:




The effects of climate change are not always immediate and the risks of extinction are the long-term
results of species not being able to find suitable habitat.
Maybe the habitat will merely shrink to a size that cannot support the species, or maybe it will disappear
entirely.
Some plants and animals disperse so slowly over the generations that rapid warming might kill them or
their offspring before they can spread to a suitable new habitat.

ASTROSAT
Why in news: The integration of Astrosat is complete and final tests are under way.
What it is: Astrosat is India's first dedicated astronomy satellite and is scheduled to launch on board the PSLV in
October 2015.
Features





It is a multi-wavelength astronomy mission and will scan the sky (simultaneously) in most of the
frequency spectra from ultraviolet to optical and low- and high-energy X-ray bands.
It will study distant stars, galaxies, black holes and other cosmic objects.
It will be will operate for 5 years.
It will have special focus on the following

Significance




Will provide useful data for the country’s astronomy community.
Would be of immense benefit to our scientists, who have depended on inputs from other agencies and
sources like the Hubble [US-European space telescope].
Studies of periodic and non-periodic variability of X-ray sources.

It will put India in an elite orbit with the U.S., Europe, Russia and Japan.

MULTI-OBJECT TRACKING RADAR (MOTR)
India has joined the select group of countries (US, Israel, Japan and Canada) that have rare and the latest
technologies for tracking multiple objects moving in space with the help of a highly-sophisticated radar.
Features
 It can track 10 different objects simultaneously with a range of nearly 1,000 km while the existing radars
have a range of 300 to 400 km.
 As of now, only one object is tracked throughout the launch process with the available radars. But now
with this new technology even burnt-out debris in phase one and two of a rocket launch can be tracked
with the latest technology.
Uses and Benefits
 It will help in keeping a watch on ISRO’s space assets on a daily basis.
 The radar would be used along with the existing six small radars available at SHAR (SatishDhawan Space
Centre) for ensuring precision in rocket launches.
 The equipment would be very useful during minor deviations in the trajectory of a just-launched vehicle,
as immediate remedial measures could be taken.
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SCATSAT



It is a new, miniature weather-forecasting satellite which will predict the genesis of cyclones in the
oceans.
It is developed by Ahmedabad-based Space Applications Centre (SAC) — an arm of ISRO.

Features
 This satellite is expected to take over some of the functions of OCEANSAT-2, a satellite that had
accurately predicted the landfall of cyclone Phailin on the Orissa coast in October 2013.
 It will measure the wind speed and it’s direction over the ocean.
 It can predict the formation of cyclones, about 4-5 days in advance.
 The data generated by this mini-satellite will be used by NASA, EUMETSAT (European Organisation for
the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites) and NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration).
 Expected Life : five years

ASTRA MISSILE
Features:









Indigenously developed (by DRDO)
Air to air
beyond visual range air-to-air
Length: 3.8-metre
capable of engaging targets at varying range and altitudes allowing for engagement of both short-range
targets (up to 20 km) and long-range targets (up to 80 km)
It’s on-board electronic counter-measures jam radar signals from enemy radar, making tracking of the
missile difficult.
maximum speed is Mach 4
Expected to be inducted by 2016 after a few more tests.

Why in news: India's Beyond Visual Range (BVR) air-to-air missile Astra was successfully test fired from a Sukhoi30 fighter aircraft.

NELONG VALLEY
Why in news: Recently opened for tourists after 1962 Indo-China war.
It was closed after Indo-China war because of its proximity to the India-China border.
Features of Valley





Near Indo-China border.
Falls under the Gangotri National Park in Uttarkashi district.
At 11,600 feet, the valley is a cold desert.
Earlier (before 1962) it was an important trade route

Animals found: Snow leopard, Himalayan blue sheep, Musk dear.
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SEVERE DUST STORM IN NORTH INDIA
Dust storm: Dust storm is an ensemble of particles of dust or sand energetically lifted to great heights by a
strong and turbulent wind. Often the surface visibility is reduced to low limits; the qualification for a synoptic
report is visibility below 1000 m.
Reasons of the Dust Storm
According to Metrological department the Dust Storm was caused by:




A movement of spiral winds over northwest Rajasthan.
A high pressure gradient and heat.
West Rajasthan becomes prone to such dust storms as it enters into the pre-monsoon season.

Causes of Dust Storms





Caused by strong winds blowing over loose soil or sand, and picking up so much of that material that
visibility is greatly reduced.
Strong heating of the air over the desert causes the lower atmosphere to become unstable. This
instability mixes strong winds in the middle troposphere downward to the surface, producing stronger
winds at the surface.
Most common locations for sandstorms to form are desserts.

BIRDS HAVE RIGHT TO LIFE WITH DIGNITY
The High Court of Delhi observed that





Birds have the fundamental right to live with dignity" and fly in the sky without being kept in cages or
subjected to cruelty.
All human beings have no right to keep them in small cages for the purposes of their business or
otherwise.
They can’t be sold in market and can’t be exported.
The Supreme Court had recognised “five fundamental rights of animals and birds” in a judgment issued
2014.

INDIA ASSOCIATE MEMBER IN CERN
The Centre has approved that the country be an associate member of CERN (European Organisation for Nuclear
Research). CERN is the world’s biggest laboratory of particle physics and operates the Large Hadron Collider
(LHC).
Currently, India has observer status in CERN, which has 21 member states.
SIGNIFICANCE OF BEING ASSOCIATE MEMBER:
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It Will boost its science credentials
Indian manufacturing firms gain greater clout in pitching for CERN construction contracts.
access to spin offs and intellectual property
more opportunities for Indian institutions and companies to participate in future projects
more possibilities for Indian scientists to engage with their counterparts in front line research, and
greater institutional and academic collaboration involving physics and engineering
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As associate member, India will have the right to attend and participate in both the open and restricted
sessions of the CERN Council as also send representatives to the meetings of the organization’s Finance
Committee Indians will also be eligible for appointments as staff members at CERN on contracts of
limited duration and as Fellows.

AKASH
Akash is a medium-range mobile surface-to-air missile defense system. An Air Force variant of Akash has
already been inducted.
Features








Each regiment of Akash consists of six launchers with each launcher having three missiles
Capable of targeting a multitude of aerial threats up to a range of 25 km.
Can simultaneously engage multiple targets in all weather conditions.
Has a large operational envelope from a low altitude of 30 metres to a maximum of up to 20 km.
Can target Unmanned Aerial Vehicles in addition to helicopters and fighter planes.
This is designed for high mobility and can be quickly moved to any operational theatres based on
necessity.
It represents a major capability development for a crucial weapon system

BRAHMOS LAND-ATTACK CRUISE MISSILE
Why in news: The land-to-land configuration of BrahMos Block-III version (advanced version of BrahMos) was
test launched successfully from a Mobile Autonomous Launcher (MAL) for its full-range of 290 km.
Features





Supersonic cruise missile: Mach 2.8 speed
Is capable of being launched from land, sea, sub—sea and air against sea and land targets.
The air version of the BrahMos is being readied for flight trials soon on Indian Air Force’s Su-30 MKI
strike fighter
Jointly developed by India and Russia.

What is cruise missile: A cruise missile is a guided missile, the major portion of whose flight path to its target (a
land-based or sea-based target) is conducted at approximately constant velocity. It has high precision and can fly
on a non-ballistic, extremely low-altitude trajectory.

INS SARDAR PATEL COMMISSIONED IN INDIAN NAVY
A strategically important new Naval base — INS Sardar Patel — was commissioned in Porbandar.
Significance
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INS Sardar Patel will offer operational, logistic and administrative support for coordination requirements
- ships, submarines and aircraft deployed in Gujarat region.
The commissioning of INS Sardar Patel would enable the Navy to supplement its infrastructure and
organisational effectiveness in Gujarat.
It would also improve coordination and synergy with other maritime agencies.

www.visionias.in

©Vision IAS





The industrial development in Gujarat with its high maritime component and considerable industrial
infrastructure on seafront makes it vulnerable from sea not only during hostilities but also during
peacetime.
The ports of Gujarat handle 300 million tons of cargo annually, which is 30 per cent of the total cargo
handled in the ports of India. 71 per cent of the country’s oil is imported through the Gulf of Kutch. So,
INS Sardar Patel will strengthen security on its coastline which in turn lead to security of maritime trade.

NUCLEAR POWER GENERATION IN INDIA



India stands at the 13th place world-wide in generating electricity from nuclear source.
Currently installed nuclear power capacity: 5,780 MW. According to government sources Nuclear power
generation expected to increase from 5,780 MW to 10,080 MW by 2019.

NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN INDIA








Kakrapar Atomic Power Station (KAPS), Gujarat,
Narora Atomic Power Station (NAPS), Uttar Pradesh,
Kudankulam Atomic Power Project, Tamilnadu,
Kaiga Generating Station (KGS), Karnataka,
Rajasthan Atomic Power Station (RAPS), Rajasthan
Tarapur Atomic Power Station (TAPS), Maharashtra
Madras Atomic Power Station (MAPS), Tamilnadu

GRAVITATIONAL WAVES









As early as 1916, Einstein predicted gravitational waves as a consequence of his general theory of
relativity.
Gravitational waves are ripples in the fabric of space-time produced by violent events such as the
collision of two black holes or by cores of supernova explosions.
They are produced by accelerating masses, just the same as accelerating charged particles produce radio
waves (e.g. electrons in antennas).
Among other things, studying gravitational waves can tell us more about the nature of gravity.
In fact, the waves have not been directly detected so far, but indirect evidence that they exist comes
from 1974 discovery of the Hulse-Taylor binary pulsar whose period of orbit decreases in a manner
exactly predicted by general theory of relativity.
This system is believed to emit gravitational waves, in accordance with what Einstein had predicted
would happen to masses moving relatively to each other.
Russell Hulse and Joseph Taylor were awarded the Nobel Prize for this discovery in 1993.

LIGO(Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory)
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LIGO is a large-scale physics experiment aiming to directly detect gravitational waves.
This detector recently underwent upgradation which would make it ten times more sensitive, which, in
turn, would provide a 1000-fold increase in the number of astrophysical candidates for gravitational
wave signals.
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REAL-TIME IDENTIFICATION OF ALGAL BLOOMS
A group of ocean scientists from the Centre for Marine Living Resources (CMLRE), Kochi, claimed to have
perfected the algorithm for identification of the algal bloom.
How: By identification of Noctiluca scintillans in Arabian sea using a satellite-based remote sensing technique.
NOCTILUCA SCINTILLANS
Noctiluca scintillans, commonly known as the Sea Sparkle, is a free-living non-parasiticmarine-dwelling
species that exhibits bioluminescence when disturbed (popularly known as mareel).


N. scintillans is a heterotroph (non-photosynthetic) that engulfs
includes plankton, diatoms, other dinoflagellates, fish eggs and bacteria.

by phagocytosis food

which

UPSC 2011
There is a concern over the increase in harmful algal blooms in the seawater of India. What could be the
causative factors for this phenomenon ?
1. Discharge of nutrients from the estuaries.
2. Run-off from the land during the monsoon.’
3. Upwelling in the seas.
Select the correct answer from the codes given below :
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

GREAT INDIAN BUSTARD
Once widely spotted across 11 States, the Great Indian Bustard is currently listed under the category of Critically
Endangered birds, in the 2013 ‘Threatened Bird’ list by the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN).


The change of land use from grassland to farmland has been a
major threat since it has shrunk the bird’s habitat.

 The erosion of its habitat is a major threat to the bird’s survival.




Poaching is another key problem.
It is the State Bird of Rajasthan.
The world population of GIB is said to be 150 with India,
particularly Rajasthan, and comprising 70 per cent of this species.

THAR DESERT
 Thar Desert is the only landscape in the world that provides viable
breeding population to GIBs.
 Thousands of windmills around the Desert National Park are
posing a serious threat to the GIB.
 Why in News: Windmills spell doom for the Great Indian Bustard
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SCHEMES/PROGRAMMES
USTTAD SCHEME
OBJECTIVE OF SCHEME



To preserve rich heritage of traditional arts and crafts of minorities and build capacity of traditional
artisans and craftsmen.
To set up linkages of conventional expressions and artworks with the national and universal market and
ensure dignity of labour to artisans and provide employment opportunities and a better future to the
youths belonging to the minority community.

FUNDING



It will be funded by the Central Government and will prepare skilled and unskilled artisans and craftsmen
to compete with major companies in terms of quality of products.
USTAAD is a Rs 17-crore initiative to preserve and promote traditional skills and ensure wider market
access.

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY


It will be administered by the Union Ministry of Minority Affairs across the country.

DETAILS




USTAD will draw professional inputs and support from organisations like National Institute of Design
(NID) in Ahmadabad along with other focused institutions to assist in creating programmes that will
ensure higher acceptance of traditional products by a diverse clientele.
Under USTTAD, craftsmen would be mentored to run their businesses successfully and reach a wider
audience through online retail.

CHALLENGES FACED BY TRADITIONAL ARTS/CRAFTS




With modern technology and automation, traditional weavers have been facing a strong challenge from
the power loom sector.
Younger generation not willing to learn the skills and continue the family tradition is another challenge
being faced by families involved in the trade for generations.
Most of weavers involved in traditional skills had to live in penury due to dwindling income.

DEENDAYAL UPADHYAYA GRAM JYOTI YOJANA
This scheme will enable to initiate much awaited reforms in the rural areas. The earlier scheme for rural
electrification viz. Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana (RGGVY) has been subsumed in the new scheme
as its rural electrification component.
COMPONENTS
The major components of the scheme are:
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Feeder separation. Rural feeder segregation is the separation of technical infrastructure of agriculture
consumers from non-agriculture consumers.
Strengthening of sub-transmission and distribution network.
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Metering at all levels (input points, feeders and distribution transformers).
Micro grid and off grid distribution network & Rural electrification.

Objectives:





Improvement in hours of power supply in rural areas,
Reduction in peak load,
Improvement in billed energy based on metered consumption and
Providing access to electricity to rural households.

BUDGETARY SUPPORT AND FUNDING MECHANISM





Grant portion of the Scheme is 60% for other than special category States (up to 75% on achievement of
prescribed milestones) and 85% for special category States (up to 90% on achievement of prescribed
milestones).
The milestones for the additional grant are: timely completion of the scheme, reduction in AT&C losses
as per trajectory and upfront release of subsidy by State govt.
All North Eastern States including Sikkim, Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand are
included in special category States.

Rural Electrification Corporation (REC) is the Nodal Agency for operationalization of this Scheme.

SCHEMES FOR WOMEN EMPOWERMENT
The Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has been implementing two special schemes for women
namely Mahila Udyam Nidhi which is an exclusive scheme for providing equity to women entrepreneurs and
the Mahila Vikas Nidhi which offers developmental assistance for pursuit of income generating activities to
women.

THREE SOCIAL SECURITY SCHEMES LAUNCHED
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched three schemes — the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana
(PMJJBY), the Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) and the Atal Pension Yojana (APY).



These initiatives are aimed at providing a universal social security net that will be linked to individual
user's bank accounts.
The schemes -- two insurance products and one pension product -- are targeted especially to the
unorganised sector and economically weaker population but others can enroll themselves as well.

NEED FOR THESE SCHEMES
The schemes are expected to address the issue of very low coverage of life or accident insurance and old age
income in the country.
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A massive 80% of the country's population is still outside the insurance coverage while the government
estimated that merely 11% of the working population is under pension net.
Only 20% citizens have life insurance.
Only 4% citizens have accident insurance.
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SALIENT FEATURES OF THESE SCHEMES
PMJJBY
Entitlements

PMSBY

APY

Renewable one year life cover of Renewable
one-year 
accidental death-cumRs. 2 lakh.
disability cover of Rs. 2
lakh
for 
partial/permanent
disability.

Focus on the unorganised
sector
A fixed minimum pension of
Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000 per
month starting at the age of
60 years, depending on the
contribution.

Eligibility

All savings bank account holders All savings bank account All savings bank account
in the age group of 18-50 years. holders in the age holders in the age group of 18group of 18-70 years.
40 years.

Premium

Rs. 330
subscriber

Administered
Through

Banks/Insurance firms

per

annum

per Rs. 12 per annum per From Rs 42 to Rs 210 per month
subscriber
for entry at the age of 18 years.
Banks/Insurance firms

Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA).

Analysis






It will ensure financial inclusion.
It will provide enhanced business opportunities for banks.
It will ensure Higher insurance penetration.
Providing economic security to people in the unorganised sector.
Economic security will also ensure stability in consumption patterns and the ability to weather income
shocks, which will ensure a steadier path of growth for the economy.
Establishing linkages of three social security schemes with bank accounts will go a long way in expanding
penetration of insurance and pension in the country and serve the cause of extending universal social
security cover in most economical and efficient manner.

CHALLENGES FOR UNIVERSAL SOCIAL SECURITY
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Poverty: Poverty is major challenge to get the benefits of all these schemes. 15 crores accounts have
been opened under Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) and almost 70 % accounts have no
money. In such a situation how poor will avail these facilities where minimum premium is required to be
paid.
Illiteracy: Illiteracy is another obstacle for universal social security. People are not aware of these
schemes.
Ignorance: Most people are ignorant about insurance schemes.
Presence of banking facilities: In rural areas the density of banks is very less.
Claim settlement: Success of insurance schemes mainly depend on the pro-active role of financial
institutions to settle insurance claims without any hardship.
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RASHTRIYA RAJMARG ZILA SANJOYOKTA PARIYOJNA




After Bharat Mala and Sagar Mala— aimed at improving road connectivity in border areas and coastal
regions respectively — the government has now cleared plans to connect 100 of the 676 district
headquarters in the country with world-class highways.
The Rashtriya Rajmarg Zila Sanjoyokta Pariyojna entails development of 6,600 km of highways at an
estimated cost of about Rs 60,000 crore.

NAMAMI GANGE PROGRAMME
The Union Cabinet approved the flagship “Namami Gange” Program which integrates the efforts to clean and
protect the Ganga river in a comprehensive manner. The program will cover 12 rivers ( not just river Ganga) in 8
States.


Mission Focus
 ‘NamamiGange’ will focus on pollution
abatement
interventions
namely
Interception, diversion & treatment of
wastewater flowing through the open
drains
through
bio-remediation
/
appropriate in-situ treatment / use of
innovative
technologies
/
sewage
treatment plants (STPs) / effluent
treatment plant (ETPs);



Implementing Machinery
 The program would be implemented by the
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG),
and its state counterpart organizations i.e., State Program Management Groups (SPMGs). NMCG will
also establish field offices wherever necessary. In order to improve implementation, a three-tier
mechanism has been proposed for project monitoring comprising of
o High level task force chaired by Cabinet Secretary assisted by NMCG at national level,
o State level committee chaired by Chief Secretary assisted by SPMG at state level, and
o District level committee chaired by the District Magistrate.
 Namami Gange Programme stresses on improved coordination mechanisms between the various
Ministries/Agencies of the central and state governments.
 In an attempt to bolster enforcement the Centre also plans to establish a 4-battalion Ganga Eco-Task
Force, a Territorial Army unit, apart from contemplating on a legislation that aims to check pollution and
protect the river.



People-Centred
 The government is focusing on involving people living on the banks of the river to attain sustainable
results.
 States and grassroots institutions such as Urban Local Bodies and Panchayati Raj institutions will be
involved by implementing agency National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and its state
counterparts, State Programme Management Groups (SPMGs)



Funding
 Centre will take over 100% funding of various activities/ projects under this program.
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 Taking a leaf from the unsatisfactory results of earlier Ganga Action Plans, the Centre now plans to
provide for operation & maintenance of the assets for a minimum 10 year period, and adopt a
PPP/SPV approach for pollution hotspots.
 The program has a budget outlay of Rs. 20,000 crore for the next 5 years. This is a significant fourfold increase over the expenditure in the past 30 years (GoI has incurred an overall expenditure of
approximately Rs. 4000 crore on this task since 1985).
Socio-Economic Benefits



 Significantly the approach is underpinned by socio-economic benefits that the program is expected
to deliver in terms of job creation, improved livelihoods and health benefits to the vast population
that is dependent on the river.
History Of Under-achievement


Ganga Action Plan Ph I & II: PM Rajiv Gandhi launched Phase I in 1985, covering 25 Ganga towns in
three states; Rs 862.59 crore were spent. Phase II covered 59 towns in five states; Rs 505.31 cr were
spent. Rivers such as Yamuna, Gomti, Damodar, Mahananda had separate action plans. No results
were visible.



UPA government’s NGRBA effort: The lack of tangible results from earlier efforts prompted the setting
up of National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) by Manmohan Singh’s government, focused on
a basin-specific approach. 43 towns were covered in five states; Rs 1,027 crore were spent until
March 31, 2015.

Activists apprehensions:



 Activists, involved in the movement to save the Ganga, point out that the Namami Ganga project’s
singular focus on sewage treatment plants (STPs), with little attention to problems posed by the
restricted flow of the river, is a recipe for failure.
 Interlinking of rivers, construction of new dams, water diversion and extraction for drinking water
supply and other purposes had also resulted in the deterioration of the water quality, but there was
no commitment on the part of the government to address this issue as of now.
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