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1. POLITY AND CONSTITUTION

1.1. CENTRE PANEL REOMMENDATIONS ON HAE SPEECH
Why in News?

The T. K. Viswanathan committeg constituted by the Centre, has recommendéatroducing stringent

provisions for hate speech.

Background

1 SChadobserved that the issue of hate
speech deserved deepef
consideration for which the Law

Related Laws in India

1

There are provisies in the Indian Penal Code, restricting the

Commission submitted its report on
Hate Speech.

TheT.K. Viswanathacommittee was
formed to assist the governmentin
establishing a legal framework to
better deal with cybercrimes related
to hate speech and provoking
violence, and toexamine the Law
O2YYAaarzyQa NBLE

Hate Speech
T {/ KIFER 20aSNBSR GKIG aKIFGS
individuals based on their membership in a group. It seeks
delegitimise group members in the eyes of the majority, reduc
their social standing and acceptance within society. It, therefg
rises beyond causing distress to individual group members
lays the groundwork for later, broad attacks on vulnerabke....
Law Commission in its 267NB L2 NI KF R 20 &
speech generally is an incitement to hatred primarily againg
group of persons defined in terms of race, ethnicity, gender, se
orientation, religious belief. Thus, hate speech is any word writ
or spoken, signs, visible representations within the hearing or s
of a person with the intention to cause fear or alarm,
AYOAGSYSylG G2 @OA2tSyOSo:

Thel dzY'| wA 3K (A . toRthizySkkidl Repportéw Sri
Nl'the%\? r{aHd%rot@cmcﬁtpeﬁléRt to freedom of op|n|on

and expressio® SELINB&&SR GKIFd FNBY

restricted on the following grounds:

il

Article 19 of the Constitution o Child pornography (to protect the rights of children),
Freedom of Speech and Expression|is o Hate speeh (to protect the rights of affected communities)
guaranteed to all the citizens of Indig. o Defamation (to protect the rights and reputation of othe
However, the right is subjected tq against unwarranted attacks)
reasonable  restrictions in  the o Direct and public incitement to commit genocide (to prote
interests of the sovereignty ang K‘de rights of ?ctherst)_ | - ol hatred  that
integrity of India, the security of the ° vocacy ~of national, racial or fglous halred tha
State. friendl lati ith forei constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violend
ate, inen y reigrons wi oreign (to protect the rights of others, such as the right to life).
States, public order, decency of

morality or in relation to contempt of court, defamation 9r why these changes are needed?

incitement to an offence.

freedom of expression:

1

Section 153(7 Whoever, by words, signs or otherwise
promotes enmity between different groups on grounds
religion, race, place of birth, residence, language,, steall
be punished vih imprisonment which may extend to three

years, or with fine, or with both.

1 Where speech injures dignity it would

dzy’ R S NJY A yingpliciti aésrancé

citizens of a democracy, particular
minorities or vulnerable groups are place
on the same footing as the majority.

Also in the absence of proper cybem

framework women are beig targeted

with a lot of abuse and other humiliation

and hate speech is very rampant.

il

Section 295(a)Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings of
class of citizens of India, by words, visible representations or oikeninsults the religion or the religious
beliefs of that class, shall be punished.

Observations of the Committee

1

|l

It was of the opinion that it was more effective to insert the substantive provisions in the IPC instead ¢
IT Act, since the IT Act was primarily concerned witbrmmerce regulation.

Section 78of the IT ActLINA Y |

NRA t &

WRSI f 0

officers and give them support with electronic expertise, compdideensics and digitalorensics.
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1.2. INNER PARTY DENDCRACY
Why in News?

Indian Prime Minister recently spoke about need for inneq]
party demaocracy in the country.

About Intra-Party Democracy GbSOSaarie 2F LINEOARA

T

Arguments in Favour of Intrdarty Democracy

1

It hasrecommended amendments in CrRG enable each state to have $tate Cyber Crime Coordinator
(Sec 25Band aDistrict Cyber Crime Cell (Sec 25C)

CKS 2FFSyYyargdsS &ALISSOK aK2dzZ R 6S GKAIKEE& RAALI NI I
LISNE2Yyaé> YR aK2dzZ R 6S dziGSNBR 6AGK GKS AydSyida
The committee also expressed the desirability of having,..ems associated wii K I 2YY

guidelines in place to prevent the abuse of provisions Ry ecommendations-

investigation agenciesand to safeguard innocent users of 3 The Law Commission identifies the stat

social media. of the author of the speech, the status g

Many recommendations were taken from the Law victims of the speech, the potentia

Commission report, which are impact of the speech, in order to qualif]

o Insertion ofSection 153@o prohibit incitement of hatred | ~ Something as Hate Speech However,
through online speech on grounds of religion, casfe, tese concerns are appently not well

community, gender, sexual orientation, tribe, Ianguagem rBeglseigfsd Lnx,:?:r:;;nrrg:faedrefec’r:;s like
place of birth etc. ’ ’

highly disparaging, indecent, abusiv

0 Section 505Awas proposed to be inseed by the Law inflammatory, false or grossly offensiv
Commission to prevent causing of alarm, fear, information, etc, have been used by thd
provocation of violence eton grounds of identity. report which takes us back to thi

o It was clarified that theneed for intent has to be ambiguity hat the section 66A held.
established.

Related developments
The170th report of theLaw Commissior1999)
of India on reform of electoral laws focused d

democracy within parties.
Internal democracy in political parties refers to theq The! w/ Qa Hnny 9GKAO& |

level and methods of including party members in the talked about corruption due to high
decision making and deliberatiorwithin the party centralization.
structure. 1 Acommittee headed by the former Chief Justic
Since Independence, the authority in organizational ©f India,M. N. Venkatachaliahhad drafted a bill
matters has mostly been from the top to the bottonj. 0 regulate the functioning of political parties.
Thus, leadership in most political parties in India may be democratic in appearancéigltiysoligarchic in
reality.
Unlike some countries like Germany and Portulyalia has | some opinions against Intr@arty Democracy
no legal provisionfor enforcing internal democracy in @ ¢ |t may threaten the efficiency of party
political party apart from few related provisions in sectign  organisationsby making them vulnerable
29A of RP& in Election Commission guidelines. to internal strife.
1 It is believed that political partieshould
be allowed to govern their own interna
It helps party members tdold leaders accountableand structures and processes. Any form
engage in policy decision processes meaningfully ag it Outside intervemion in their functioning
would bring in competition, participation  ang maythreaten pluralist party competition
representation ingle the party.

It may lead todismantling of nepotism & dynasty politicgaffiliations based on family background, caste

religion etc.)

It would givespace for dissentwithin the party reducing the possibility of formation of number of off shoots

of political parties

It may promotetransparency in handling party fundghereby reducingnfluence of money and muscle
power.

It may cultivate asense of ownership forlocal politiciansin larger issues facing the nation as polid
decisions will involve deliberations and debate within party
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Way Forward

)l

T

1.3. UNDERUTILIZATION OF MPLAD FUNDS
Why in News?
Central Information Commissid€IC) has recently made recommendations regarding MPLADS Funds.

About Members of Parliament Local Area DevelopmdMPLAD)Scheme

There is a need for @mprehensive lawthat deals specifically with the framework and relevant provisio
for innerparty democracy.

The ECI should be enabled to take steps to ensure better implementation of the existingpartyra
democracy measures through certain penal provisions againscoopliance by parties.

Validation of internal elections by an external angsation would provide them more legitimacy and party

membership would also be more open to accepting unfavourable results.

Anti-defection law should be amended as currently it prevents elected members of a legislature from Voting
against an order of theiparty. This impinges upon the basic features of Indian democracy, representation

and dissent.

1 The MPLAD scheme wiatroduced in 1993

1 Itis implemented by théMinistry of Statistics and Programme ImplementatidivioSPI).

1 Itis a centrally sponsored scheme in which each MP has the chacggest to the Districadministration
(DA) for works to the tune ofRs.5 Crores per annummon-lapsablein nature,to be taken up in the
constituency.

9  Further, out of the total amount, 15% and 7.5% funds must be entitled to areasS@itand ST populatio
respectively.

1 In case of insufficient tribal population in the area, the MP may recommend this amount for the creation of
community assets itribal areas outside of their constituengywithin their State of election.

1 All recommended eligible works should be sanctioneithin 75 daysfrom the date of receipt of the
recommendation, after completing all formalities.

1 DA willfurnish Utilization Certificateevery year to the State Government and the Ministry of Statistias
Programme Implementation.

Problems with MPLADS

Various committees and commissions like Standing committee on Finance (198RQ & the National

Commission to Review the Working of the Constituti@ve pointed out variouproblems regardindlPLADS,

like:

1 Theissue of corruption & misappropriationin a lot of cases, private contractors (which are not permitted)
are engaged in works. Also, there have begn _
instances where expenditure has been incurred priecommendations by CIC (

works which are prohibited under the scheme. fEnS”rea Man LISN) OSyd  LINE LR
. unds by each of their MPs.

T /Issue of funding There are large amounts 0 1 The parties should voluntarily appoint a P
unspent balances rising over the years due to IoW  pyplic Information Officer) and FAA (Fif
utilisation of funds and an expenditure bias towardls  Appellate Authority) to answer aboRTI queries
particular sectos. on MPLADSs utilisation and norutilisation of

9 Issues related to Monitoring The DA failing to funds, and criteria for recommendation of work
inspect the required number of sanctioned works fis  as soon as possible.

well as in sending regular monitog reports. 1 Bvery political party shoqld introducé_inancial

1 Affecting the Separation of PowerThe MPs are transparencyregarding their sources of income.
entrusted upon with implementation of developmental work, which is the prime function of executives.
However, the SC, in 2010, ruled that the actual work is done by the executive organs likgafityi&
Panchayat.

1 Lack of constituent participation5 dzS (2 | 06a4Sy O0S 2 T, MRISa&k Jofdniation talisMg A C
funds getting distributed disproportionately, regardless of the needs of the regions.
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Other Measures that can be taken

)l
T
)l
T
)l

P81 8 2! *1 3 (LATO SHIBLD PYBLIC BRVANTS

Why in news? CrPC Section 156deals with Police officer's

Rajasthan government recently introduced Criminal Laws
(Rajasthan Amendment) Bill granting immunity tadopic servants,
judges and magistrates from investigation without prior sanctio

More about the news and public servants.

1 The bill amends Sections 156 and 190 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) and bars magistrat
ordering investigation or investigation beid2 y RdzOG SR | 3L Ay ad Lzt A0 27F
2TFAOALFE RdAzAS&E 6AGK2dzG 20GFAYAY.T LINK2N &l yoOi

1 It further lays down that the sanctioning authority may take up to six months for taking a decision atbelr
sanction would be deemed to have been issued.

1 The bill alsgpreventsmedia from sharing any information about the accusations or allegations against

Debate surroundiig the concept of Prior Sanction

Prior sanction is generally mandated to protect public servants from legal harassment for their public actio
issue is whether prior sanction is required before beginiingstigation, or before prosecution in court.

1

T

Way forward

1

For better assessment of the needs of the constitueatsyeys can be conductedcross the constituency
with the help of NGOs and local community.

Local community should be involved in the maintenance of public assets.

For better understanding, aimpad assessment studyshould be undertaken at the constituency leve
annually.

To tackle the issue of large accumulated unspent balances that are rignghevyearsfund can be made
lapsable.Thus, making the unused funds available for other uses.

It is time to locate MPLADS in the broader context of distggel planned development, which requires
more systematic approach.

power to investigate cognizable case.
Section 190 deals with cognizance of
offences by Magistrates.

NSection 197deals withProsecution of Judge;

officers till the sanctioning authority gives a-gbead whichis a grave threat to media freedoand the
LJdzo £ A 0Q&a NARIKG G2 y260

D2 @S NY Y S y- &riorsaneatidnSvill protect honest officials from frivolous allegations levelled by ves

interests and thus prevent a situation of policy paralysis.

{ dzZLINB Y S | 2 T liade berkoBflicting views of Supreme Court on issue of prior sanction

o In MK Aiyappa case, 2013 and Narayana Swamy, 2016 case Supreme Court held that e
investigation cannot be ordered under Section 156(3) CrPC without prior sanction.

o While in some othecases 6has held opposite view saying that prior sanction for investigation impe
an unbiased and efficient investigation.

Current Legal StatusCurrently under CrPC prior sanction is required before prosecution in courts. Se

19 of Prevention of Gouption Act also requires prior sanction for prosecution of public servants

offences such as taking a bribe or criminal misconduct.

Other similar legislations The prior sanctions before investigation were also incorporated in Maharask

legislationalso but in that case sanction was to be given within 3 months and it did not prohibit publica

of names of accused public officials.

While invalidatingSection 6A of the Delhi Special Police Establishment, ScipremeCourt had observed
that provision of prior sanction destroys the objective of amdfruption legislation, thwarts independent
investigation, forewarns corrupt officers and violates the spirit of articleTh& above judgement should be
the touchstone for judging the constiionality of the preinvestigation sanction requirements.

Further there is need to operationadi Lokpal Actto put a check on corruption in higher echelons of pub
offices.

WWW.Visionias.in ©Vision IAS
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1.5. LAW PANEL ON TRBUNALS

Why in News? What are Tribunals?

Law Commission of India (LClh its 272nd report,| 1 W¢ NA 0 dzadmini&rativéibodyastablished for the
has laidout a detailed procedure for improving the purpose of discharginguasijudicial duties

working of the tribunal system in the country. 9 An Administrative Tribunalis neither a Court nor an

] ) ) executive body rather a midway between the two.
Tribunals in India § Tribunals function as an effective mechanism
T On recommendation of Swaran Singh ameliorate the burdenof the judiciary.

Problems with Tribunals in India

1

Recommendations by Law Commission

1

The Tribunal has to observe thminciples of natural
justice or act in accordance with the statutory
provisions under which the Tribunal is established.

Committee the 42% Amendment Act of 1976 Il
provided for the insertion ofirticles 323A and
323-Bin the Constitution.

0 Article 323Adeals with administrative tribunals.

0 Article 323Bdeals with tribunals for other matters.
The Administrative Tribunals Act, 1985An Act to provide for the adjudication by Administrative Tribung
of disputes with respedb recruitment and conditions of service of persons appointed to public services.

Tribunals have largeleplaced high courtg$or disputes under the various Ac#n aggrieved, by an order of
an appellate tribunal, can directly appeal to the SC,-stdpping the HC. Thigsraised certaininstitutional
concerns.
Though the disposal rate of the Tribunals in comparison to the filing of cases per year had been lsbema
i.e., at the rate of 94%, theendency remains high
Tribunals many a times have provieefficient in delivering quick justicavhich was one of the reasons fo
their establishment. . . .
. . Problems arising out of sidestepping the HC
Inaeasing number of tribunals has affected the whale, . .
. - M1 The tribunals do not enjoy the sam
structure ofseparatlo'n qf power because it is seen as constitutional protection as high courts as th
an encroachment of judiciéranchby the government. appointment process and service conditiorus
high court judges are not under the control ¢
the executive. Many tribunals still owg
Qualification of judges- In case of transfer of allegiance to their parent ministries.
jurisdiction of HC (or District Court) to a Tribunal, theY Due toscant geographic availabilitacross the
members of the newly constituted Tribunal should  country,tribunals are also not as accessible
possess the qualifications akin to the judges of the HC high courts. This makes justi expensive and
(or District Court). difficult to access. . o
Appointment of Chairman & members of Tribunals | T When retired high court judges invariabl
) preside over every tribunal, the justification @
o It has proposed a common nodal agency, possibly

d | inistry t itor th Ki expert adjudication by tribunals disappears
uncer law ministry to-monitor theé working o Conferring a direct right of appeal to the S

tribunals as well as ensure uniformity in the " fom tribunals has changed the Sepne Court
appOIntment, tenure and SEI’VICG COﬂdItIOﬂS Of El” from a constitutional court to a mere appe”at

members appointed in théribunals. court and has also resulted in Backlog of

0 Vacancy arising in the Tribunshould be filled up thousands of cases in S@hich affects the
quickly by initiating the procedure well in timg, jdz t AGe 2F GKS O2dzNI Q&
preferably within six months prior to the occurrende 1  SC judges hearing appeals from tribunals wo
of vacancy. have to deal with the finenuances of disputes

under specialised areas of law for the very fif

Selection of the members of Tribunals o )
. This isiot id ora

o ¢KS [ 2YYAaaAzy aidl GSEK
selection should be impartialvith minimal involvement of government agencies as the government i
party in litigation.

0 Separate Selection Committedor both judicial and administrative members, must be formed.

Tenure - The Chairman should hold office for 3 years or till he attains the age of 70years, whiche

earlier. Whereas Vie€hairman and Members should hold the office for 3 years or till they attain the ag

67 years whichever is earlier.
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1.6. SC COLLEGIUM PBCEEDINGS IN PUBLIODOMAIN

Why in news?

Recently Supreme Court Collegium has decided to put all its recommendations in Public Dalating the
reasons for which it has decided to reemend or reject names for appointment, transfer or elevation to tt
High Courts and the Supreme Court

Any order from atribunal may be challenged before the Division Bench of the HC having territorial
jurisdiction over the Tribunal or its Appellate Forum since judicial review is the basic feature of Ihdian

constitution.
The Tribunals must have benches in different partghefcountry so that people magaveeasy Access to
Justice ideally where the High Coursse situated.

Some other Measures to boost Transparency

e

Background Judicial Appointments
. . 1 A complete and periodically update
T :fsugf);&ﬂfgéirr?itzy;i?ee dings databage of potentia_l candidates which
. accessible to the public;
0 Nepotism . 1 Applications to be invited by nomination
o Lack of Permanent commissionto handle advertisement in consultation with member
appointments resulting in inefficiencies and large of the Bar and Bar organisations
number of vacant positions in courts. 1 Inputs must be sought from the plic with
1 National Judicial Appointment Commission Aegthich regard to shortlisted candidateswhile
was supposed to replace collegium system was strck providing immunity (from laws of contemp
down by Supreme court citing concerns that & defamation) and confidentiality to citizens
o tRAR ay2i LINE O edeSentatigh, td F&Ts  dgengpléte  fggord of video/audio o
iKS 2dRAOAIE O2YLRYS Wa?"ss lIggiurg RliPeAtions.S ¢ | INR GA|a |k 2
insufficient to preserve the primacy of the judiciary |n “preme Court had dlsa Ordermta”at'on
(KS YIGGSNI 2F aStSOGA2Y CTVi%J“ﬁéa VIR A% A WazR
o With the Ay Ot dzar2y 2F (g2 : s § em,m]u ;‘gﬁ,ﬁeé}sﬁ”g Th
Members of the NJAQt also impbnged upon the
LINAYOALX S& 2F GAYRSLISYRSyOS 0KS 2dzRA OA NB[¢ X
91 Further, tie executive and judiciary have also been at Ioggerheads regdméngorandum of Procedure
(MOP)
 Recently, Wdza G AOS / KSfIl YS&6FNJ KFR SINIASNI NBFdzAaSR | {2
transparency and effectiveness.
Rationale behind the decision
1 Moral obligation: The Judiciary fulfilled its moral obligation especially after it struck dgdAaC
1 Right to Information The proactivedisclosure by the judiciary is a welcome step in spirit of Right|to
Information act, 2005.
1 Openness irprocedure It not only mears openness in the functioning of the executive arms of the state hut
also in judicial apgratus including judicial appointments and transfers.
1 Right to know The step strengthens democratic processes and fundamental right of freedom of speech as
the right to know is an inherent part of it. The secretive collegium system was violating thatatill
Criticism
9 Limited TransparencyThe decisions should be made public on the websites ideally, at the stage when the
High Court makes the recommendation not after when the process is complete when nothing can be done.
9 Lackof clear criteria: Eligibiity criteria to judge the performance and suitabilitpust be formulated
objectively and must be made public. The reasons for appointment or appointment can be only
understood well only in the context of that criteria.
f Personal and Profession®eputatiory wS2SO0iGA2y 2F OF YyRARF GdzNBa 2y i

their professional and personal reputations as they are either serving judicial officers or eminent lawyels.
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1.7. ESAMIKSHA

Why in hews?

Central government . H A
departmentshave been asked

to work out specific targets to

be achieved by 2022 which will ONCE AN ISSUE or action point is

be monitored by PM undee- = = identified, e-mail alerts and text messages

Samiksha platform = sent to concerned officials or relevant

_ departments

E-Samiksha |- ALL HIGH-PRIORITY policy issues,

 ESamiksha is anonline | projects & action points to be tracked
monitoring and § / digitally through a real-time monitoring

. . - system
compliance  mechanism )
developed by Cabinet PM GETS A DIGITAL dashboard view
secretariat with technical on status or all major action points
help from National =~ ,
InformaticsCentre. ‘ @ @

1 Itis used fortrackl_ng the . CABINET . OTHER
progress on projects& i SECRETARIAT is i MINISTRIES
policy initiatives and follow istrati i monitoring 400-odd i to follow suit,
up actions of various ding court cases, i files based on decisions ;| for tracking
ministries by  cabinet ga Rejuvenation i taken a several meetings | intra-ministry
secretary and  Prime (e B orice .
Minister on a reaktime
basis STATE GOVERNMENT actions also included on portal

1 An EPatracharfacility has that also tracks Centre-State co-ordination issues
been launched which /9
sends meeting notices and
agendas, circulars, letters, P : i  SYSTEM :  TRANSPARENCY
etc. through email and -~ ° { ALL READY i TO HELP
SMS, thus promoting the = erver ¢ spfeding up sev;z;al ’ ?abus cht without

N Oout- comes In cabine H ear and leave
YEEAY Nifmum $- ‘ i secretariat and HRD i auditable trail
Govq\rnment a,“‘i' n 'RE ministry, officials claim i or their efficacy
al EAYdzy 3F208SNYI yC B A
1 ESamiksha portal is

1.8. PUBLIC FINANCBMANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Why in news?

Governmenthasrecently madehe use of Public Finance Management System (PFMS) mandatmgnitor all
Central Sector Schemes.

What is FM&®

T
)l
)l

10

designed to enhance efficiency, bring transparency, increase accountability, amdprove the
communicationbetween ®@vernment toGovernment Business tdGovernmentand vice versa.

It is aweb-based software application developed and implemented by the Offic€arttroller General of
Accounts (CGA).

Its coverage includes Central Sector and Centrally Sponsored Schemes as well as other expenditur

including the Finance Commission Grants.

It acts as dinancial management platfornfor government schemes as well as a payment cum accounting

network. It is @irther integrated with the core banking system and has an interface with 170 Banks acros
country including the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
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Advantages of PMFS

1 Better monitoring of funds and transparencyt establishes a common electronic platformr foomplete
tracking of funds from central government to various agendigsprovidingreal time information on
resource availability, flows and actual utilization of funds.

1 Better financial managementlt has the potential to improve financial managementieducing the float in
GKS FTAYlFIYOALf aeaidsSvya oe SylrotAy3da wadzaid Ay |
borrowings with direct impact on interest costs to the Government.

1 Adoption of egovernance and good governanck would also redce the paper work involved, promote
the use of technology in governance and increased accountability of public funds thus promoting
governance.

1 Address stalling of funds and rethpism: It would enable better monitoring and tracking of an
unnecessay parked funds by the implementing agencies, minimizing cases of delay and pending paym¢

Challenges

1 Immense groundwork required Massive preparatory work is required for achieving full PFI
implementation including software/hardware tgradation training personnel at every level.

1 Skewed nature of ICT infrastructuia richer states also acts as a challenge with regard to |
technologically developed states.

1 Slow pace of adoption of technology in governance.

1.9. LAW COMMISSIONPROPOSES ANTTORTURE LEGISLATION

Why in news?

LaWcomm|SS|0n Of |nd|a has recommended thelt is aninternational human I’IghtS instrument aimed t
Centre to ratify the United Nations Convention preventtorture andcruel, inhuman degrading treatment o
Against Torture and frame a standalone ani

torture law. Key Provisios:

Background 1 Prohibition on deportation/extradition of person to
) i another State where there is danger of person bei

 Though India had signed the U.N. subjected to torture.

11

UN Convention against Torture (CAT)

punishmentaround the world. This convention is in force sin
1987.

Convention against Torture in 1997 kitifis | ¢  universal Jurisdictiormust be established to try cases @

yet to ratify it making it one among the torture where an alleged torturer cannot be extradited.
nine countries across the globe yet to do sp.§  Criminalliability for torture: States need to ensure that a
Despite  National Human Rights acts of torture are offence under their criminal law.
Commissiom a & 0 NP y Jfor ezl ILI2ENIEation and informatiorfor prevention of torture to law
adoption of AntiTorture legislation, ever enforcement, civil and military, public officials etc.

since thePrevention of Torture Bill 2010/ T Proceduresfor prompt investigatio for allegations or
lapsed the government has avoided any victims of torture must be established. Courts must ban {

such legislation. use of evidence produced by use of torture.

. Protection, Compensation and rehabilitatiorto victims
The reasons sighted ardéack of consent 1 P

) s and witnesses and providing a system of effecti
among states for such a law (sinBelice remedies.

and Public Order are State subjectsnd
that IPC and the CrPfZere more than sufficient to deal with custodial torture.

¢KS {dzLINBYS / 2dz2NII NBOSyidfteée KFR RSAONAROGSR Odzali
by the State while hearing a PIL.

After this theissue was referredo the Law Commission which recommendetkvention of Torture Bill
2017in its 273 report.
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Need of an Antitorture legislation

)l

T

Prevention of Torture Bill, 2017

1

T

Other key recommendationsf Law Commission

1

1.10. BUREAU OF INDAN STANDARDS ACT, 2106

Why in news?

Recently he Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) Act 2QE8 brought into forcewhich repeakd the existing
Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986.

Key Feature®f the BIS Act 2016

1

|l

12

It is important in context of human rights violations, minority rights, use of AFSPA in Jdashmir and
Northeast, misuse of anterror laws by Police to torture innocents and human rights in business.
Further IPC does not specifically and comprehensively address the various aspects of custodial tartdre

Ad GINRAAT @ Ayl RSirahgd S dzy (i R RRNBAADSAGI ARSI { OA 2

NHRC highlighted that although Police has to report a custdéiath but they need not report custodial
violence under current provisions.

Absence of Anti torture legislation has resulteddifficulty to secure extraditionsbecause there is a fear
within the international community that the accused persons would blejexct to torture in India. For e.g.
585y YIN] RSYASR SEGNIRAGAZY 2F YAY 51 @& Ay tdz
GNBFGYSYyGé AY LYRALFO®

¢KS tS3axatlrdiAaz2y ¢ A tvibrant derdo2ratica tiaditidryaBdiik Soyftext Lof/ARild Z13
(fundamental right to life and dignity)

Wide Definition of Torturey 2 4G O2y TAYSR (2 LIKE@AAOKft LIAY o
intentionally or involuntarily, or even an attempt to cause such an injwyich will include physical, menta
2NJ LA OK2f 23A0I ¢

Sovereign Immunitynot for agents of the StateState to own the responsibility for injuries caused by its

agents on citizensas the principle of sovereign immunity cannot override the rights assured by
Constitution
Punishment for torturefor public officials inflicting torture.

Presumption of guilt: A newSection114Bmust be inserted in IPC whereiina person in police custody ig

F2dzy R 6A0GK Aye2dz2NASazr Al ¢2ddZ R 6S aLINBadzYSR K|l

KIS 0SSy AyTftAOb&dRn d proofs o5 | deddoh 3600818 hoebeKa8saults or use

the police to explain the injury on the undartal. criminal force to any person, in attemptin|
Compensation and RehabilitatiarBy amending section 357B wrongfully to confine that person, shall by
2F Lt/ I G2dzaGAOALF 6t S O2 Y [JByshed (wkhz ynprisondenty gf A qihgiIN

economic background, expenses on medical treatment angescription for a term which may extend
rehabilitation of the vidm must be provided. CrPC and©n€ Year, or with fine which may extend 4
the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 must also be amended 13"° thousand rupees, or with both.
accommodate provisions regarding compensation and burden of proof.
Protection of Victims, Complainants and Witnesse#in effective mechanism must be put in
placein orderto protect the victimsof torture, the complainants and the witnesses against possible thred

violence or ill treatment.

It establisheBureau of Indian Standar@sNational Standards Body of Indi@ formulate, implement and
certify certain standards of quality for goods, services, articles, processes and systems.

The act allows the central government to notify certain goods, articles, etc., which will need to compul
carry a standard mark in thiaterest of public interest, safety of the environment, prevention of unfair trag
practices, national security etc.

There is provision for repair or recall, including product liability of the products bearing Standard Mar
not conforming to the releant Indian Standard.
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1 It allows multiple types of simplified conformity assessment schemes includindesédiration of conformity
against a standard which will give simplified options to manufacturers to adhere to the standards an
certificate of conbrmity.

1 Enabling provisions have also been made for making hallmarking of the precious metal articles mandat

1 There are also provisions related to penalties in case of improper use of the Indian standard mat
appeals against an order regarding thramgting of a license or certificate of conformity

Signficance

9 It aims to empower the Centre and BIS to promote a culture of quality of products and services to cons
through mandatory or voluntary compliance with Indian standards.
1 It will further help in ease of doing business in the country, give fillip to Ntakelia campaign.

________
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2.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

2.1. INDIA-EU

Why in news? India-EU relations

The 14th annual Summit between India and the
European Union (EU) wescentlyheld in New Delhi. T ¢KS 9! A& LYyRA agig parinex,

Important Highlights of JoinStatement

T

Need to strengthen IndigEU Partnership

T

1 India and the EU have besirategic partners since
2004

with bilateral trade in goods at $88 bhillion in 2016

The EU is also the lgrgest destination for Indi

Ol’l TeI‘I'OI’ISITHt Ca.”ed fOF('X ﬁ? S O }\ é. A @ g I y R exgbasy.e@cﬁ g]q{e§ Bource of investment ai
¥ Olj A agéiés‘é Hafiz Saeed, Dawood Ibrahln, technolog|es

Lashkate-Taibaand Zakur-Rehman Lakhvurther | § India received around $ 83 billion of FDI fro

bolsteingL Y RAl Qa SFTF¥2NIla G7F Ovubpe drigi 260017 Andich | gbnst@ed | § K S

issue of sponsoring terror. approximately 24 per cent of the total FDI infloy

On multi-polarity: Commitment to ad N3z IS S| R ¢ into the country during the period
AYGSNYFGA2y T 2 NRS NJITHisysRignificadt ¥ tizé dontexdaf thieSlteversirg) Kt stard
on several international deals.

Li f A i ing 14th Indi
On UN reform agenda:Support on the three Slj:m”git grements signed during 14th - Inci&U

reform tracks ofpeace and security, development 1  Implementing Arrangement between the Europea

and management reform Commission and the Science and Engineer
On the lIranian nuclear issueSupport for the Research Board (SERB) for Indian Researchers
continued full implementation of the Jint | 1 Finance Contract oBangalore Metro Rail Project
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) Phase2-Line.

On Afghanistan:While appreciated the positive| T Joint Declaration between the Interim Secretari
role being played by India, the two sides called 70r of the International Solar Alliance and the
Afghanled and Afgharowned national peace and European Investment Bank.

reconciliation _ _ Deadlock in Broacdhased Trade and Investmen
On BTIA:Unable to set in motion the stalled reement

~ p P p . BTIA
YySI2UAlFUAZ2YAaZX OQUKengégﬁl% grsl ‘%§tR£O"('§R a;\l\‘;\B R dzS
actively towards timly rellaunching negotiations pitch foraW R+ G I & S Jiophosack foIhdia'd
for a comprehensive and mutually beneficial Irdi IT sector to do more business with EU firms) as \
9, .¢CL! de as to ease norms ortemporary movement of
skilled workers.
f ¢KSNB NS RAFFSNByOSa
With the U.S. reducing its global footprinand elimination of LY RA Q& RdziA Sa&
China moving in to fill the vacuum, it has become automobiles and wines andpirits.
crucial for both India and EU to protect the|l EU is keen on finalization of andia-EU Bilateral
stability and security. ::”%’ESE”";EN Trr]‘?lat% ((I?leeforte t&el “?{agmh g}\”;f‘
W . e alks while India wants 6 I
Roo_te_d in its _democratlc institutions a_nd ope LINE § & Griipar wfQthe negotiations on the
SO(FIE'[IE_S, .thdndla_ln ar_wd !Europegn worlo! vieware proposed comprehensive ETA.
quite similar which is increagity manifested in
their converging interests to ensure Eurasian connectivity plans; the protection of international
principles such as the freedom of navigation, etc.
Given theircommonly shared values 062 0 K Ydza i 02y ( Ay dzSeadérghip éolein De
world.

D

>

2.1.1. INDIA-ITALY

Why in news? India-ltaly relations

Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gentilomicently 1 Italy is India'sfifth largest trading partner in the EWvith a
paid official visit to India

14

bilateral trade of USB.79 billion in 2016.7.

I ltaly is one of the most important members of the Europe
Union (EU) with "thethird largest presence of Indian
community after the UK and the Netherlands.
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Highlights of Joint Statement

1

T
1

2.2. CHABAHAR PORT
Why in news? GEO-STRATEGIC PUSH

India sent its first consignment of wheat td
Afghanistan through th€habahar porin Iran. [EEECCT

More about the Route

1

Importance of Chabahar Port

1

2.3. INDIA-AFRICA
Why in news?

Indian President recently paid axfficial visit to Djibouti (first ever by an Indian leader) and Ethidfiist by an
Indian President in 45 years).

15

Thevisit has been described astad NB | 1 (i tatRillZFdctively put to rest more than five years o
tensions over the Italian Marines case.

It was decided to establishJoint Defence Committedi 2 Sy KIF yOS 'y R Sy 02 dzNJ

between Indian and Italian defence firms.

LaFfe AdzZIBNGSRY AANyTRMIRASY I ASYSyY (¢ -use tddknolofyaauf

substancesexport control regimes like the Wassenaar Arrangemé#émg, Australia Group, and the Nuclea
{ dzLJLJ A SNE Q DN dzLJ 6 b { D éprolifekatiod éfforts.(i NSy 3G KSy 3If 201

The two countries agreed to the connectivity norms based on international norms, good governance
of law, etc. whichisseenasachalletige / KAY Il Q4 h. hw LINR2SO0®

The consignment of wheat is the first of six shipments to be sent to Afghanistan over the next few
nonths via Iran.

KAZAKHSTAN

TURKMENISTAN

The sea route connecB dz2 I NI (1 Q&
to Chabahar from where the shipment will be
taken to Afghanistan throughland route.

Zahedan

a0 O

Port

@ LI aaAray3a otk Adndia ha3 A
strategically circumvente@akistan which has
opened up new opportunities for trade and
transit from and to Afghanistan and enhance oL . INDIA
trade and commerce between the three SAUDIARABIA
countries.

Connectivity with Europe and Central Asia
When |mked to the International NortBOUth Felranian port of Chabahar Chabahar will help ramp up tra

YEMEN Arabian Sea

=

will be New Delhi's primary between India, Afghanistan and

Transport Corridor (INSTC), it would conne atetwmn? Afghanistan and gani_n thte wa!;efof,:?takistan
. . 3 entra Sia. enying transit raciities.
South Asia and Europe & Central Asia, which

would p“_)\_"de Indian busmess better International North ¢ South Transport Corridor (INSTC)
opportunities to expand in Central ¢ |t js a multimodal transportation established in 2000 by Ind
Asia. Russia and Iran.

Geostrategic location This port is| § It aims tolink Indian Oceamnd Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea
located very close (around 100kms$)  Iran, and onward to northern Europe via St. Petersburg in Russi
G2 t I |GwadarlPoft@kich has| 1 Later INSTC was expanded to include 10 new members na
been developed by China. Thus, the  Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, TajikiStarkey,
location is strategic to balance th¢  Ukwaine, Belarus, Oman argria.

AYONBFAAYT F220LINAY G 2F [/ KAYISEANY alQxA I KNP dz3 K
Reducing transportation costt KS RAadl yOS o0SG6SSy LYRAIFIQ&a YLy
thereby reducing the transportation costs of the goods and freight time.

Important for the stability of the region In the long term, the prject is expected to improve the economi
conditions of the region with the introduction of newer opportunities.

d

1”4
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)l

T

Significance of visit

)l
)l
1

T

2.4. IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL

Why in news? What is the Iran nuclear deal?

US President announced that he is formallyl An agreement signedetweenlranand the P5+I(the five
GRSOSNI A Te Ay 3withrak.S vy dzOt BIMAIENEEMbers of the U.N.S.C and Germany) in 2

Details it agreed to aloint comprénensive plan of action (JCPOA).

1

16

India- Djibouti
o India and Djibouti signed an
agreement to establish regular
Foreign Officdevel consultations
RdzZNAYy 3 t NSBaAaARSyliQa Grairido
o During the evacuation of Indian
nationals from Yemen, Djibouti
extended to India all facilities
required to move thousands of
people by air and sea.
o Dijibouti is strategically located just
off the Gulf of Aden
India- Ethiopia
o Indiaand Ethiopia signed
agreements for cooperation in trade
and communication sectors to boost
bilatqral ties. o ) o ) )
o LYRAIFIQ& OAf Il O0SNJITE UNF RS gAUK 9QUKAZLAL
in 2016 was nearly $1 billioimdiais
among the top three foreign
investors in Ethiopia with an approved investment of $4 billion.
o0 Most of the Indian investments are in agriculture, engineering exdles. India has also extended $
billion in concessional loans to Ethiopia.

The four different states constituting thelorn T Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Djibouti along with
Yemen across the Red Sea have long been desaibede of thes 2 Nt RQa LA @2G+f NB3
Many regional powers are now trying to shape the strategic landscape of the Horn through military
(eg-China in Djibouti) and armed interventions.

¢tKS ySg NBtAFYyOS 2y (GKS &S| onbriig/gsoivth 8aW therjahdigm of
LYRAIFIQa YEFENARGAYS &aSyairoAfAde AadNBIGOKAY3a FTNRY
Such visits will facilitate India to take larger responsibility for regional stability and restore the propog
GKIFIG LYRAF A& RSNEYSY &ESdzNIWRE I WOINBDS y ©

that removed economic sanctions against the country af

Under U.S. law, the administration has noﬂ This. plan gns_ured that_ Iran will drastic_ally reduﬁe_
. . . . uranium enriching capacity and levels, enriched stockpils
ge[tlfy whether Ivran IS complyl_pg Wlthv the and centrifugesand will allow for stringent inspection an
RSFE FYR AF AU Aa A Ynordiofing by iﬁe?rngﬁ}{ngl NEnGQeR Y UuAZYyl
security interest to remain in ,itevery 90 1 The IAEAattified in its latest quarterly report on August 3]
days. 2017, that Iran has complied with the JCPOA and thaf
When the President refuses to certify, the  stock of lowenriched uranium and centrifuges fo
onus is on the U.S Congress to decide qhe enrichment are in line with the nuclear pact.
course of action. The Congress will get 60
days to decidevhether or not to reimpose the sanctions on Iratifted as part of the nuclear deal.

~h
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