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Why these changes are needed? 

¶ Where speech injures dignity, it would 
ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ άimplicit assuranceέ ǘƘŀǘ 
citizens of a democracy, particularly 
minorities or vulnerable groups are placed 
on the same footing as the majority. 

¶ Also in the absence of proper cyber-law 
framework, women are being targeted 
with a lot of abuse and other humiliations 
and hate speech is very rampant. 

Hate Speech 

¶ {/ ƘŀŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƘŀǘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜ 
individuals based on their membership in a group. It seeks to 
delegitimise group members in the eyes of the majority, reducing 
their social standing and acceptance within society. It, therefore, 
rises beyond causing distress to individual group members and 
lays the groundwork for later, broad attacks on vulnerable....έ 

¶ Law Commission in its 267
th

 ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘŀŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άIŀǘŜ 
speech generally is an incitement to hatred primarily against a 
group of persons defined in terms of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual 
orientation, religious belief. Thus, hate speech is any word written 
or spoken, signs, visible representations within the hearing or sight 
of a person with the intention to cause fear or alarm, or 
ƛƴŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦέ 

¶ The IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ΨwŜǇƻǊt of the Special Rapporteur on 
the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expressionΩ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
restricted on the following grounds: 
o Child pornography (to protect the rights of children), 
o Hate speech (to protect the rights of affected communities) 
o Defamation (to protect the rights and reputation of others 

against unwarranted attacks) 
o Direct and public incitement to commit genocide (to protect 

the rights of others) 
o Advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that 

constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence 
(to protect the rights of others, such as the right to life). 

 

1. POLITY AND CONSTITUTION 

1.1. CENTRE PANEL RECOMMENDATIONS ON HATE SPEECH  

Why in News? 

The T. K. Viswanathan committee, constituted by the Centre, has recommended introducing stringent 
provisions for hate speech. 

Background 

¶ SC had observed that the issue of hate 
speech deserved deeper 
consideration for which the Law 
Commission submitted its report on 
Hate Speech. 

¶ The T. K. Viswanathan committee was 
formed to assist the government in 
establishing a legal framework to 
better deal with cybercrimes related 
to hate speech and provoking 
violence, and to examine the Law 
ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ƘŀǘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΦ 

Related Laws in India  

¶ Article 19 of the Constitution- 
Freedom of Speech and Expression is 
guaranteed to all the citizens of India. 
However, the right is subjected to 
reasonable restrictions in the 
interests of the sovereignty and 
integrity of India, the security of the 
State, friendly relations with foreign 
States, public order, decency or 
morality or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or 
incitement to an offence. 

There are provisions in the Indian Penal Code, restricting the 
freedom of expression: 

¶ Section 153(a): Whoever, by words, signs or otherwise 
promotes enmity between different groups on grounds of 
religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, etc., shall 
be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 

¶ Section 295(a): Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings of any 
class of citizens of India, by words, visible representations or otherwise, insults the religion or the religious 
beliefs of that class, shall be punished. 

Observations of the Committee 

¶ It was of the opinion that it was more effective to insert the substantive provisions in the IPC instead of the 
IT Act, since the IT Act was primarily concerned with e-commerce regulation.  

¶ Section 78 of the IT Act ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ΨŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩ ŀƴd needs to be relooked to sensitize the 
officers and give them support with electronic expertise, computer-forensics and digital-forensics. 
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Concerns associated wiǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
recommendations - 
ω The Law Commission identifies the status 

of the author of the speech, the status of 
victims of the speech, the potential 
impact of the speech, in order to qualify 
something as Hate Speech. However, 
these concerns are apparently not well 
reflected in the committee report. 

ω Besides, extremely broad terms like, 
highly disparaging, indecent, abusive, 
inflammatory, false or grossly offensive 
information, etc., have been used by the 
report which takes us back to the 
ambiguity that the section 66A held. 

Related developments 

¶ The 170th report of the Law Commission (1999) 
of India on reform of electoral laws focused on 
άbŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƭŀǿǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
democracy within parties. 

¶ The !w/Ωǎ нллу 9ǘƘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
talked about corruption due to high 
centralization. 

¶ A committee headed by the former Chief Justice 
of India, M. N. Venkatachaliah, had drafted a bill 
to regulate the functioning of political parties. 

Some opinions against Intra-Party Democracy- 

¶ It may threaten the efficiency of party 
organisations by making them vulnerable 
to internal strife. 

¶ It is believed that political parties should 
be allowed to govern their own internal 
structures and processes. Any form of 
outside intervention in their functioning 
may threaten pluralist party competition. 

¶ It has recommended amendments in CrPC to enable each state to have a State Cyber Crime Coordinator 
(Sec 25B) and a District Cyber Crime Cell (Sec 25C). 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŘƛǎǇŀǊŀƎƛƴƎΣ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ƻǊ ƛƴŦƭŀƳƳŀǘƻǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ άŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ƻǊ ŀƭŀǊƳέΦ 

¶ The committee also expressed the desirability of having 
guidelines in place to prevent the abuse of provisions by 
investigation agencies and to safeguard innocent users of 
social media. 

¶ Many recommendations were taken from the Law 
Commission report, which are-  
o Insertion of Section 153C to prohibit incitement of hatred 

through online speech on grounds of religion, caste, 
community, gender, sexual orientation, tribe, language, 
place of birth etc. 

o Section 505A was proposed to be inserted by the Law 
Commission to prevent causing of alarm, fear, 
provocation of violence etc. on grounds of identity. 

o It was clarified that the need for intent has to be 
established. 

1.2. INNER PARTY DEMOCRACY 

Why in News? 

Indian Prime Minister recently spoke about need for inner 
party democracy in the country. 

About Intra-Party Democracy 

¶ Internal democracy in political parties refers to the 
level and methods of including party members in the 
decision making and deliberation within the party 
structure. 

¶ Since Independence, the authority in organizational 
matters has mostly been from the top to the bottom. 
Thus, leadership in most political parties in India may be democratic in appearance but is highly oligarchic in 
reality. 

¶ Unlike some countries like Germany and Portugal, India has 
no legal provision for enforcing internal democracy in a 
political party apart from few related provisions in section 
29A of RPA & in Election Commission guidelines. 

Arguments in Favour of Intra-Party Democracy 

¶ It helps party members to hold leaders accountable and 
engage in policy decision processes meaningfully as it 
would bring in competition, participation and 
representation inside the party. 

¶ It may lead to dismantling of nepotism & dynasty politics (affiliations based on family background, caste, 
religion etc.). 

¶ It would give space for dissent within the party reducing the possibility of formation of number of off shoots 
of political parties. 

¶ It may promote transparency in handling party funds, thereby reducing influence of money and muscle 
power.  

¶ It may cultivate a sense of ownership for local politicians in larger issues facing the nation as policy 
decisions will involve deliberations and debate within party. 
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Recommendations by CIC  

¶ Ensure άмлл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ at[!5 
funds by each of their MPs. 

¶ The parties should voluntarily appoint a PIO 
(Public Information Officer) and FAA (First 
Appellate Authority) to answer about RTI queries 
on MPLADs, utilisation and non-utilisation of 
funds, and criteria for recommendation of works, 
as soon as possible. 

¶ Every political party should introduce financial 
transparency regarding their sources of income. 

Way Forward 

¶ There is a need for a comprehensive law that deals specifically with the framework and relevant provisions 
for inner party democracy. 

¶ The ECI should be enabled to take steps to ensure better implementation of the existing intra-party 
democracy measures through certain penal provisions against non-compliance by parties.  

¶ Validation of internal elections by an external organisation would provide them more legitimacy and party 
membership would also be more open to accepting unfavourable results. 

¶ Anti-defection law should be amended as currently it prevents elected members of a legislature from voting 
against an order of their party. This impinges upon the basic features of Indian democracy, representation 
and dissent. 

1.3. UNDERUTILIZATION OF MPLAD FUNDS 

Why in News? 

Central Information Commission (CIC) has recently made recommendations regarding MPLADS Funds. 

About Members of Parliament Local Area Development (MPLAD) Scheme 

¶ The MPLAD scheme was introduced in 1993. 

¶ It is implemented by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI). 

¶ It is a centrally sponsored scheme in which each MP has the choice to suggest to the District administration 
(DA) for works to the tune of Rs.5 Crores per annum, non-lapsable in nature, to be taken up in the 
constituency. 

¶ Further, out of the total amount, 15% and 7.5% funds must be entitled to areas with SC and ST population 
respectively.  

¶ In case of insufficient tribal population in the area, the MP may recommend this amount for the creation of 
community assets in tribal areas outside of their constituency, within their State of election. 

¶ All recommended eligible works should be sanctioned within 75 days from the date of receipt of the 
recommendation, after completing all formalities.  

¶ DA will furnish Utilization Certificate every year to the State Government and the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation. 

Problems with MPLADS  

Various committees and commissions like Standing committee on Finance (1998), 2nd ARC & the National 
Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution have pointed out various problems regarding MPLADS, 
like: 

¶ The issue of corruption & misappropriation- In a lot of cases, private contractors (which are not permitted) 
are engaged in works. Also, there have been 
instances where expenditure has been incurred on 
works which are prohibited under the scheme. 

¶ Issue of funding- There are large amounts of 
unspent balances rising over the years due to low 
utilisation of funds and an expenditure bias towards 
particular sectors. 

¶ Issues related to Monitoring- The DA failing to 
inspect the required number of sanctioned works as 
well as in sending regular monitoring reports. 

¶ Affecting the Separation of Power- The MPs are 
entrusted upon with implementation of developmental work, which is the prime function of executives. 
However, the SC, in 2010, ruled that the actual work is done by the executive organs like municipality & 
Panchayat. 

¶ Lack of constituent participation- 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ, MPs lack information causing 
funds getting distributed disproportionately, regardless of the needs of the regions.  



 

7                                                                               www.visionias.in                                                                        ©Vision IAS  

CrPC- Section 156 deals with Police officer's 
power to investigate cognizable case. 
Section 190 deals with cognizance of 
offences by Magistrates. 
Section 197 deals with Prosecution of Judges 
and public servants. 

Other Measures that can be taken 

¶ For better assessment of the needs of the constituents, surveys can be conducted across the constituency 
with the help of NGOs and local community.  

¶ Local community should be involved in the maintenance of public assets.  

¶ For better understanding, an impact assessment study should be undertaken at the constituency level 
annually. 

¶ To tackle the issue of large accumulated unspent balances that are rising over the years, fund can be made 
lapsable. Thus, making the unused funds available for other uses. 

¶ It is time to locate MPLADS in the broader context of district-level planned development, which requires a 
more systematic approach. 

ρȢτȢ 2!*!3(4!.ȭ3 "),L TO SHIELD PUBLIC SERVANTS 

Why in news? 

Rajasthan government recently introduced Criminal Laws 
(Rajasthan Amendment) Bill granting immunity to public servants, 
judges and magistrates from investigation without prior sanction.  

More about the news 

¶ The bill amends Sections 156 and 190 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) and bars magistrates from 
ordering investigation or investigation being ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǘǎ ŘƻƴŜ άƛƴ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŘǳǘƛŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ мфт ƻŦ /Ǌt/Σ мфто. 

¶ It further lays down that the sanctioning authority may take up to six months for taking a decision otherwise 
sanction would be deemed to have been issued. 

¶ The bill also prevents media from sharing any information about the accusations or allegations against such 
officers till the sanctioning authority gives a go-ahead, which is a grave threat to media freedom and the 
ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

Debate surrounding the concept of Prior Sanction 

Prior sanction is generally mandated to protect public servants from legal harassment for their public action. The 
issue is whether prior sanction is required before beginning investigation, or before prosecution in court. 

¶ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ±ƛŜǿ - Prior sanction will protect honest officials from frivolous allegations levelled by vested 
interests and thus prevent a situation of policy paralysis. 

¶ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ±ƛŜǿ - There have been conflicting views of Supreme Court on issue of prior sanction-  
o In MK Aiyappa case, 2013 and Narayana Swamy, 2016 case Supreme Court held that even an 

investigation cannot be ordered under Section 156(3) CrPC without prior sanction.  
o While in some other cases SC has held opposite view saying that prior sanction for investigation impede 

an unbiased and efficient investigation. 

¶ Current Legal Status - Currently under CrPC prior sanction is required before prosecution in courts. Section 
19 of Prevention of Corruption Act also requires prior sanction for prosecution of public servants for 
offences such as taking a bribe or criminal misconduct. 

¶ Other similar legislations - The prior sanctions before investigation were also incorporated in Maharashtra 
legislation also but in that case sanction was to be given within 3 months and it did not prohibit publication 
of names of accused public officials. 

Way forward 

¶ While invalidating Section 6A of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, Supreme Court had observed 
that provision of prior sanction destroys the objective of anti-corruption legislation, thwarts independent 
investigation, forewarns corrupt officers and violates the spirit of article 14. The above judgement should be 
the touchstone for judging the constitutionality of the pre-investigation sanction requirements.  

¶ Further there is need to operationalize Lokpal Act to put a check on corruption in higher echelons of public 
offices. 
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What are Tribunals? 

¶ Ψ¢ǊƛōǳƴŀƭΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ administrative body established for the 
purpose of discharging quasi-judicial duties.  

¶ An Administrative Tribunal is neither a Court nor an 
executive body rather a midway between the two. 

¶ Tribunals function as an effective mechanism to 
ameliorate the burden of the judiciary. 

¶ The Tribunal has to observe the principles of natural 
justice or act in accordance with the statutory 
provisions under which the Tribunal is established. 

Problems arising out of sidestepping the HC- 

¶ The tribunals do not enjoy the same 
constitutional protection as high courts as the 
appointment process and service conditions of 
high court judges are not under the control of 
the executive. Many tribunals still owe 
allegiance to their parent ministries. 

¶ Due to scant geographic availability across the 
country, tribunals are also not as accessible as 
high courts. This makes justice expensive and 
difficult to access. 

¶ When retired high court judges invariably 
preside over every tribunal, the justification of 
expert adjudication by tribunals disappears. 

¶ Conferring a direct right of appeal to the SC 
from tribunals has changed the Supreme Court 
from a constitutional court to a mere appellate 
court and has also resulted in a backlog of 
thousands of cases in SC which affects the 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ƧǳǊƛǎǇǊǳŘŜƴŎŜΦ 

¶ SC judges hearing appeals from tribunals would 
have to deal with the finer nuances of disputes 
under specialised areas of law for the very first 
time. This is not ideal for a court of last resort. 

1.5. LAW PANEL ON TRIBUNALS 

Why in News? 

Law Commission of India (LCI), in its 272nd report, 
has laid out a detailed procedure for improving the 
working of the tribunal system in the country. 

Tribunals in India 

¶ On recommendation of Swaran Singh 
Committee, the 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 
provided for the insertion of Articles 323-A and 
323-B in the Constitution. 
o Article 323A deals with administrative tribunals. 
o Article 323B deals with tribunals for other matters. 

¶ The Administrative Tribunals Act, 1985- An Act to provide for the adjudication by Administrative Tribunals 
of disputes with respect to recruitment and conditions of service of persons appointed to public services. 

Problems with Tribunals in India 

¶ Tribunals have largely replaced high courts for disputes under the various Acts. An aggrieved, by an order of 
an appellate tribunal, can directly appeal to the SC, side-stepping the HC. This has raised certain institutional 
concerns. 

¶ Though the disposal rate of the Tribunals in comparison to the filing of cases per year had been remarkable 
i.e., at the rate of 94%, the pendency remains high. 

¶ Tribunals many a times have proved inefficient in delivering quick justice which was one of the reasons for 
their establishment. 

¶ Increasing number of tribunals has affected the whole 
structure of separation of power because it is seen as 
an encroachment of judicial branch by the government. 

Recommendations by Law Commission 

¶ Qualification of judges - In case of transfer of 
jurisdiction of HC (or District Court) to a Tribunal, the 
members of the newly constituted Tribunal should 
possess the qualifications akin to the judges of the HC 
(or District Court). 

¶ Appointment of Chairman & members of Tribunals-  
o It has proposed a common nodal agency, possibly 

under law ministry to monitor the working of 
tribunals as well as ensure uniformity in the 
appointment, tenure and service conditions of all 
members appointed in the tribunals.  

o Vacancy arising in the Tribunal should be filled up 
quickly by initiating the procedure well in time, 
preferably within six months prior to the occurrence 
of vacancy. 

¶ Selection of the members of Tribunals-  
o ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ 

selection should be impartial with minimal involvement of government agencies as the government is a 
party in litigation.  

o Separate Selection Committee, for both judicial and administrative members, must be formed.  

¶ Tenure - The Chairman should hold office for 3 years or till he attains the age of 70years, whichever is 
earlier. Whereas Vice-Chairman and Members should hold the office for 3 years or till they attain the age of 
67 years whichever is earlier. 
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Some other Measures to boost Transparency in 
Judicial Appointments 

¶ A complete and periodically updated 
database of potential candidates which is 
accessible to the public;  

¶ Applications to be invited by nomination/ 
advertisement in consultation with members 
of the Bar and Bar organisations 

¶ Inputs must be sought from the public with 
regard to shortlisted candidates while 
providing immunity (from laws of contempt 
& defamation) and confidentiality to citizens. 

¶ A complete record of video/audio of 
collegium deliberations. 

¶ Supreme Court had also ordered installation 
of CCTV cameras in courtrooms and its 
premises, without audio recording to boost 
transparency in judicial premises. 

¶ Any order from a tribunal may be challenged before the Division Bench of the HC having territorial 
jurisdiction over the Tribunal or its Appellate Forum since judicial review is the basic feature of Indian 
constitution. 

¶ The Tribunals must have benches in different parts of the country so that people may have easy Access to 
Justice, ideally where the High Courts are situated. 

1.6. SC COLLEGIUM PROCEEDINGS IN PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Why in news? 

Recently Supreme Court Collegium has decided to put all its recommendations in Public Domain indicating the 
reasons for which it has decided to recommend or reject names for appointment, transfer or elevation to the 
High Courts and the Supreme Court. 

Background 

¶ Issues in Collegium system: 
o Opaqueness in its proceedings 
o Nepotism  
o Lack of Permanent commission to handle 

appointments resulting in inefficiencies and large 
number of vacant positions in courts. 

¶ National Judicial Appointment Commission Act which 
was supposed to replace collegium system was struck 
down by Supreme court citing concerns that 
o It ŘƛŘ άƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ Ǌepresentation, to 
ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ was 
insufficient to preserve the primacy of the judiciary in 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ WǳŘƎŜǎέ 

o With the ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ άŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎέ ŀǎ 
Members of the NJAC, it also impinged upon the 
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ άƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅέΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ άǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊǎέΦ 

¶ Further, the executive and judiciary have also been at loggerheads regarding Memorandum of Procedure 
(MOP).  

¶ Recently, WǳǎǘƛŎŜ /ƘŜƭŀƳŜǎǿŀǊ ƘŀŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎƛǳƳΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ 
transparency and effectiveness.  

Rationale behind the decision 

¶ Moral obligation: The Judiciary fulfilled its moral obligation especially after it struck down NJAC. 

¶ Right to Information: The proactive disclosure by the judiciary is a welcome step in spirit of Right to 
Information act, 2005.  

¶ Openness in procedure: It not only means openness in the functioning of the executive arms of the state but 
also in judicial apparatus including judicial appointments and transfers. 

¶ Right to know: The step strengthens democratic processes and fundamental right of freedom of speech as 
the right to know is an inherent part of it. The secretive collegium system was violating that till now.  

Criticism 

¶ Limited Transparency: The decisions should be made public on the websites ideally, at the stage when the 
High Court makes the recommendation not after when the process is complete when nothing can be done.  

¶ Lack of clear criteria: Eligibility criteria to judge the performance and suitability must be formulated 
objectively and must be made public. The reasons for appointment or non- appointment can be only 
understood well only in the context of that criteria. 

¶ Personal and Professional ReputationΥ wŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ άǳƴǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜƴǘ 
their professional and personal reputations as they are either serving judicial officers or eminent lawyers. 
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1.7. E-SAMIKSHA 

Why in news? 

 Central government 
departments have been asked 
to work out specific targets to 
be achieved by 2022 which will 
be monitored by PM under e-
Samiksha platform.  

E-Samiksha 

¶ E-Samiksha is an online 
monitoring and 
compliance mechanism 
developed by Cabinet 
secretariat with technical 
help from National 
Informatics Centre. 

¶ It is used for tracking the 
progress on projects & 
policy initiatives and follow 
up actions of various 
ministries by cabinet 
secretary and Prime 
Minister on a real-time 
basis. 

¶ An E-Patrachar facility has 
been launched which 
sends meeting notices and 
agendas, circulars, letters, 
etc. through e-mail and 
SMS, thus promoting the 
ƳŀȄƛƳ ƻŦ ΨMinimum 
Government and 
aŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΩ. 

¶ E-Samiksha portal is 
designed to enhance efficiency, bring transparency, increase accountability, and improve the 
communication between Government to Government, Business to Government and vice versa. 

1.8. PUBLIC FINANCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

Why in news? 

Government has recently made the use of Public Finance Management System (PFMS) mandatory to monitor all 
Central Sector Schemes. 

What is PFMS? 

¶ It is a web-based software application developed and implemented by the Office of Controller General of 
Accounts (CGA).  

¶ Its coverage includes Central Sector and Centrally Sponsored Schemes as well as other expenditures 
including the Finance Commission Grants.  

¶ It acts as a financial management platform for government schemes as well as a payment cum accounting 
network. It is further integrated with the core banking system and has an interface with 170 Banks across the 
country including the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 
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UN Convention against Torture (CAT) 
It is an international human rights instrument aimed to 
prevent torture and cruel, inhuman degrading treatment or 
punishment around the world. This convention is in force since 
1987.  
Key Provisions: 

¶ Prohibition on deportation/extradition of person to 
another State where there is danger of person being 
subjected to torture. 

¶ Universal Jurisdiction must be established to try cases of 
torture where an alleged torturer cannot be extradited. 

¶ Criminal liability for torture:  States need to ensure that all 
acts of torture are offence under their criminal law. 

¶ Education and information for prevention of torture to law 
enforcement, civil and military, public officials etc. 

¶ Procedures for prompt investigation for allegations or 
victims of torture must be established. Courts must ban the 
use of evidence produced by use of torture. 

¶ Protection, Compensation and rehabilitation to victims 
and witnesses and providing a system of effective 
remedies. 

 

Advantages of PMFS 

¶ Better monitoring of funds and transparency: It establishes a common electronic platform for complete 
tracking of funds from central government to various agencies by providing real time information on 
resource availability, flows and actual utilization of funds. 

¶ Better financial management: It has the potential to improve financial management by reducing the float in 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ōȅ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ΨƧǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΩ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ CǳƴŘǎΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
borrowings with direct impact on interest costs to the Government.  

¶ Adoption of e-governance and good governance: It would also reduce the paper work involved, promote 
the use of technology in governance and increased accountability of public funds thus promoting good 
governance. 

¶ Address stalling of funds and red-tapism: It would enable better monitoring and tracking of any 
unnecessary parked funds by the implementing agencies, minimizing cases of delay and pending payments. 

Challenges 

¶ Immense groundwork required: Massive preparatory work is required for achieving full PFMS 
implementation including software/hardware up-gradation, training personnel at every level.  

¶ Skewed nature of ICT infrastructure in richer states also acts as a challenge with regard to less 
technologically developed states. 

¶ Slow pace of adoption of technology in governance. 

1.9. LAW COMMISSION PROPOSES ANTI TORTURE LEGISLATION 

Why in news? 

Law Commission of India has recommended the 
Centre to ratify the United Nations Convention 
Against Torture and frame a standalone anti-
torture law. 

Background 

¶ Though India had signed the U.N. 
Convention against Torture in 1997 but it is 
yet to ratify it, making it one among the 
nine countries across the globe yet to do so. 

¶ Despite National Human Rights 
CommissionΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ for the 
adoption of Anti-Torture legislation, ever 
since the Prevention of Torture Bill 2010 
lapsed, the government has avoided any 
such legislation.  

¶ The reasons sighted are- lack of consent 
among states for such a law (since Police 
and Public Order are State subjects) and 
that IPC and the CrPC were more than sufficient to deal with custodial torture. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ άƘǳƳŀƴ ŘŜƎǊŀŘŀǘƛƻƴέ ǳǎŜŘ 
by the State while hearing a PIL.  

¶ After this the issue was referred to the Law Commission which recommended Prevention of Torture Bill 
2017 in its 273rd report. 
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Section 357 of IPC- Whoever assaults or uses 
criminal force to any person, in attempting 
wrongfully to confine that person, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to 
one year, or with fine which may extend to 
one thousand rupees, or with both. 

Need of an Anti -torture legislation 

¶ It is important in context of human rights violations, minority rights, use of AFSPA in Jammu-Kashmir and 
Northeast, misuse of anti-terror laws by Police to torture innocents and human rights in business. 

¶ Further IPC does not specifically and comprehensively address the various aspects of custodial torture and 
ƛǎ άƎǊƻǎǎƭȅ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ spiraling ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦέ  

¶ NHRC highlighted that although Police has to report a custodial death but they need not report custodial 
violence under current provisions. 

¶ Absence of Anti torture legislation has resulted in difficulty to secure extraditions because there is a fear 
within the international community that the accused persons would be subject to torture in India. For e.g. 
5ŜƴƳŀǊƪ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ YƛƳ 5ŀǾȅ ƛƴ tǳǊǳƭƛŀ !ǊƳǎ ŎŀǎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ άǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴ 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ vibrant democratic tradition and in context of Article 21 
(fundamental right to life and dignity). 

Prevention of Torture Bill, 2017 

¶ Wide Definition of Torture ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ Ǉŀƛƴ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ άƛƴŦƭƛŎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
intentionally or involuntarily, or even an attempt to cause such an injury, which will include physical, mental 
ƻǊ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭέΦ 

¶ Sovereign Immunity not for agents of the State- State to own the responsibility for injuries caused by its 
agents on citizens as the principle of sovereign immunity cannot override the rights assured by the 
Constitution. 

¶ Punishment for torture for public officials inflicting torture. 

Other key recommendations of Law Commission 

¶ Presumption of guilt: A new Section 114B must be inserted in IPC wherein if a person in police custody is 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άǇǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ burden of proof is on 
the police to explain the injury on the under-trial.  

¶ Compensation and Rehabilitation: By amending section 357B 
ƻŦ Lt/ ŀ άƧǳǎǘƛŎƛŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛƻ-
economic background, expenses on medical treatment and 
rehabilitation of the victim must be provided. CrPC and 
the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 must also be amended to 
accommodate provisions regarding compensation and burden of proof. 

¶ Protection of Victims, Complainants and Witnesses: An effective mechanism must be put in 
place in order to protect the victims of torture, the complainants and the witnesses against possible threats, 
violence or ill treatment. 

1.10. BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS ACT, 2016  

Why in news? 

Recently the Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) Act 2016 was brought into force which repealed the existing 
Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986. 

Key Features of the BIS Act 2016 

¶ It establishes Bureau of Indian Standards as National Standards Body of India to formulate, implement and 
certify certain standards of quality for goods, services, articles, processes and systems. 

¶ The act allows the central government to notify certain goods, articles, etc., which will need to compulsorily 
carry a standard mark in the interest of public interest, safety of the environment, prevention of unfair trade 
practices, national security etc. 

¶ There is provision for repair or recall, including product liability of the products bearing Standard Mark but 
not conforming to the relevant Indian Standard. 
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¶ It allows multiple types of simplified conformity assessment schemes including self-declaration of conformity 
against a standard which will give simplified options to manufacturers to adhere to the standards and get 
certificate of conformity. 

¶ Enabling provisions have also been made for making hallmarking of the precious metal articles mandatory. 

¶ There are also provisions related to penalties in case of improper use of the Indian standard mark and 
appeals against an order regarding the granting of a license or certificate of conformity. 

Significance 

¶ It aims to empower the Centre and BIS to promote a culture of quality of products and services to consumers 
through mandatory or voluntary compliance with Indian standards. 

¶ It will further help in ease of doing business in the country, give fillip to Make in India campaign. 
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List of Agreements signed during 14th India-EU 
Summit 

¶ Implementing Arrangement between the European 
Commission and the Science and Engineering 
Research Board (SERB) for Indian Researchers 

¶ Finance Contract of Bangalore Metro Rail Project 
Phase-2-Line. 

¶ Joint Declaration between the Interim Secretariat 
of the International Solar Alliance and the 
European Investment Bank. 

India-EU relations  

¶ India and the EU have been strategic partners since 
2004. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ 9¦ ƛǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ trading partner 
with bilateral trade in goods at $88 billion in 2016. 

¶ The EU is also the largest destination for Indian 
exports and a key source of investment and 
technologies. 

¶ India received around $ 83 billion of FDI from 
Europe during 2000τ17 which constituted 
approximately 24 per cent of the total FDI inflows 
into the country during the period. 

Deadlock in Broad-based Trade and Investment 
Agreement (BTIA) 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
pitch for a ΨŘŀǘŀ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΩ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ (important for India's 
IT sector to do more business with EU firms) as well 
as to ease norms on temporary movement of 
skilled workers. 

¶ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ 
elimination of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
automobiles and wines and spirits.  

¶ EU is keen on finalization of an India-EU Bilateral 
Investment Treaty (BIT) before the re-launch of the 
FTA talks while India wants to ƳŀƪŜ ΨƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΩ a part of the negotiations on the 
proposed comprehensive FTA. 

India-Italy relations  

¶ Italy is India's fifth largest trading partner in the EU with a 
bilateral trade of USD 8.79 billion in 2016-17. 

¶ Italy is one of the most important members of the European 
Union (EU) with "the third largest presence of Indian 
community after the UK and the Netherlands. 

2. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

2.1. INDIA-EU 

Why in news?  

The 14th annual Summit between India and the 
European Union (EU) was recently held in New Delhi. 

Important Highlights of Joint Statement 

¶ On Terrorism: It called for άŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ 
ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎέ against Hafiz Saeed, Dawood Ibrahim, 
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi further 
bolstering LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
issue of sponsoring terror. 

¶ On multi-polarity: Commitment to a άǊǳƭŜǎ-ōŀǎŜŘέ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ άƳǳƭǘƛǇƻƭŀǊέ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ This is significant in the context of the U.S. reversing its stand 
on several international deals. 

¶ On UN reform agenda: Support on the three 
reform tracks of peace and security, development 
and management reform. 

¶ On the Iranian nuclear issue: Support for the 
continued full implementation of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). 

¶ On Afghanistan: While appreciated the positive 
role being played by India, the two sides called for 
Afghan-led and Afghan-owned national peace and 
reconciliation. 

¶ On BTIA: Unable to set in motion the stalled 
ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ άǊŜ-engage 
actively towards timely re-launching negotiations 
for a comprehensive and mutually beneficial India-
9¦ .¢L!Φέ 

Need to strengthen India-EU Partnership 

¶ With the U.S. reducing its global footprint and 
China moving in to fill the vacuum, it has become 
crucial for both India and EU to protect their 
stability and security. 

¶ Rooted in its democratic institutions and open 
societies, the Indian and European world views are 
quite similar which is increasingly manifested in 
their converging interests to ensure Eurasian connectivity plans; the protection of international legal 
principles such as the freedom of navigation, etc.  

¶ Given their commonly shared valuesΣ ōƻǘƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ leadership role in the 
world. 

2.1.1. INDIA-ITALY  

Why in news? 

Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni recently 
paid official visit to India.  
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International North ς South Transport Corridor (INSTC)  

¶ It is a multimodal transportation established in 2000 by India, 
Russia and Iran.  

¶ It aims to link Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea via 
Iran, and onward to northern Europe via St. Petersburg in Russia. 

¶ Later INSTC was expanded to include 10 new members namely 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey, 
Ukraine, Belarus, Oman and Syria. 

Highlights of Joint Statement 

¶ The visit has been described as a άōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘέ that will effectively put to rest more than five years of 
tensions over the Italian Marines case. 

¶ It was decided to establish a Joint Defence Committee ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀ άǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜέ 
between Indian and Italian defence firms. 

¶ Lǘŀƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ άƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ǿƛǘƘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊΣ ƳƛǎǎƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ Řǳŀƭ-use technology and 
substances-export control regimes like the Wassenaar Arrangement, the Australia Group, and the Nuclear 
{ǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎΩ DǊƻǳǇ όb{Dύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƴƻƴ-proliferation efforts. 

¶ The two countries agreed to the connectivity norms based on international norms, good governance, rule 
of law, etc. which is seen as a challenge ǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ h.hw ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 

2.2. CHABAHAR PORT 

Why in news? 

India sent its first consignment of wheat to 
Afghanistan through the Chabahar port in Iran.  

More about the Route 

¶ The sea route connects DǳƧŀǊŀǘΩǎ YŀƴŘƭŀ ǇƻǊǘ 
to Chabahar from where the shipment will be 
taken to Afghanistan through a land route. 

Importance of Chabahar Port 

¶ .ȅǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ- India has 
strategically circumvented Pakistan which has 
opened up new opportunities for trade and 
transit from and to Afghanistan and enhance 
trade and commerce between the three 
countries. 

¶ Connectivity with Europe and Central Asia- 
When linked to the International North-South 
Transport Corridor (INSTC), it would connect 
South Asia and Europe & Central Asia, which 
would provide Indian business better 
opportunities to expand in Central 
Asia. 

¶ Geostrategic location- This port is 
located very close (around 100kms) 
ǘƻ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ Gwadar Port, which has 
been developed by China. Thus, the 
location is strategic to balance the 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ Ψ{ǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŜŀǊƭǎΩΦ 

¶ Reducing transportation cost- ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ YŀƴŘƭŀ tƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀōŀƘŀǊ tƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ 
thereby reducing the transportation costs of the goods and freight time.  

¶ Important for the stability of the region- In the long term, the project is expected to improve the economic 
conditions of the region with the introduction of newer opportunities. 

2.3. INDIA-AFRICA 

Why in news? 

Indian President recently paid an official visit to Djibouti (first ever by an Indian leader) and Ethiopia (first by an 
Indian President in 45 years). 
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What is the Iran nuclear deal? 

¶ An agreement signed between Iran and the P5+1 (the five 
permanent members of the U.N.S.C and Germany) in 2015 
that removed economic sanctions against the country after 
it agreed to a Joint comprehensive plan of action (JCPOA). 

¶ This plan ensured that Iran will drastically reduce its 
uranium enriching capacity and levels, enriched stockpiles 
and centrifuges, and will allow for stringent inspection and 
monitoring by international agencies. 

¶ The IAEA certified in its latest quarterly report on August 31, 
2017, that Iran has complied with the JCPOA and that its 
stock of low-enriched uranium and centrifuges for 
enrichment are in line with the nuclear pact.  

¶ India- Djibouti 
o India and Djibouti signed an 

agreement to establish regular 

Foreign Office-level consultations 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ      

o During the evacuation of Indian 

nationals from Yemen, Djibouti 

extended to India all facilities 

required to move thousands of 

people by air and sea. 

o Djibouti is strategically located just 

off the Gulf of Aden. 

¶ India- Ethiopia 
o India and Ethiopia signed 

agreements for cooperation in trade 
and communication sectors to boost 
bilateral ties. 

o LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀ 
in 2016 was nearly $1 billion. India is 
among the top three foreign 
investors in Ethiopia with an approved investment of $4 billion. 

o Most of the Indian investments are in agriculture, engineering and textiles. India has also extended $1 
billion in concessional loans to Ethiopia. 

Significance of visit  

¶ The four different states constituting the Horn τ Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Djibouti τ along with 
Yemen across the Red Sea have long been described as one of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ 

¶ Many regional powers are now trying to shape the strategic landscape of the Horn through military bases 
(eg-China in Djibouti) and armed interventions. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜŎonomic growth saw the rejuvenation of 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ǎŜƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘŜƴ ǘƻ aŀƭŀŎŎŀέΦ 

¶ Such visits will facilitate India to take larger responsibility for regional stability and restore the proposition 
ǘƘŀǘ LƴŘƛŀ ƛǎ ŀ άƴŜǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ hŎŜŀƴΦ  

2.4. IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL  

Why in news? 

US President announced that he is formally 
άŘŜŎŜǊǘƛŦȅƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŘŜŀƭ with Iran. 

Details 

¶ Under U.S. law, the administration has to 
certify whether Iran is complying with the 
ŘŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
security interest to remain in it, every 90 
days. 

¶ When the President refuses to certify, the 
onus is on the U.S Congress to decide the 
course of action. The Congress will get 60 
days to decide whether or not to reimpose the sanctions on Iran, lifted as part of the nuclear deal. 

 


































































































































