


 

 
1 

DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL     © Vision IAS 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Table of Contents 

1. INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD 
RELATIONS __________________________ 5 

1.1. India-China Relations _______________ 5 
1.1.1. India-China Border Dispute ____________ 6 
1.1.2 India Taiwan Relations ________________ 6 

1.2. India-Bangladesh Relations __________ 9 
1.2.1 Bangladesh PM’s visit to India _________ 10 

1.3. India-Bhutan Relations _____________ 11 
1.3.1. Bhutan King’s recent visit to India _____ 11 

1.4. India-Nepal Relations ______________ 12 
1.4.1. India-Nepal Hydropower Relationship __ 13 

1.5. Indus Water Treaty (IWT) ___________ 14 
1.5.1. Cross Border Flood Management ______ 14 

1.6. India’s Engagement with Taliban _____ 16 

1.7. India-Maldives Relations ___________ 17 

1.8 India and North Eastern Neighbours ___ 18 

1.9. India-Indian Ocean Region __________ 19 

1.10. India-South Asia _________________ 21 
1.10.1 South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) ____________________ 22 
1.10.2. Soft Loan Diplomacy _______________ 23 

2. BILATERAL GROUPING AND AGREEMENTS 
INVOLVING INDIA AND/OR AFFECTING 
INDIA’S INTEREST ___________________ 24 

2.1. India-Russia Relations ______________ 24 

2.2. India-Japan Relations ______________ 25 

2.3. India-South Korea Relations _________ 26 

2.4. India-Vietnam Relations ____________ 27 

2.5. India-Thailand Relations ____________ 27 

2.6. India Australia Relations ____________ 29 

2.7. India-United Kingdom (UK) relations __ 30 

2.8. India-European Union Relations ______ 31 
2.8.1. India-Germany Relations ____________ 31 

2.9 India-Nordic Relations ______________ 32 

2.10. India and West Asia/Middle East 
Relations ____________________________ 33 

2.10.1. New Group in West Asia ____________ 34 
2.10.2. India-Saudi Arabia Relations _________ 35 
2.10.3. Chabahar Port ____________________ 36 
2.10.4. India-Qatar Relations ______________ 37 
2.10.5. India-Israel Relations _______________ 39 
2.10.6. Abraham Accords _________________ 39 

2.10.7. Other Important Developments in West 
Asia ___________________________________ 41 

2.11. India-Africa Relations _____________ 42 
2.11.1. India-Africa Defence Relations _______ 43 
2.11.2. India-Mauritius Relations ___________ 44 
2.11.3. Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) _________________________________ 44 

3. REGIONAL, AND GLOBAL GROUPING AND 
AGREEMENTS INVOLVING INDIA AND/OR 
AFFECTING INDIA’S INTEREST __________ 46 

3.1. India-Eurasia Relations _____________ 46 

3.2. India-Latin America Relations ________ 47 
3.2.1. MEA visit to Latin American Countries __ 47 

3.3. Indo Pacific Region ________________ 48 
3.3.1. Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for 
Prosperity (IPEF) _________________________ 49 
3.3.2. Regional Cooperation for Disaster Risk 
Management in Indo-Pacific _______________ 50 
3.3.3. India and Pacific Island Countries (PIC) __ 53 

3.4. India-USA-China Triangle ___________ 54 
3.4.1. Alternatives to Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
 ______________________________________ 56 

3.5. Rise of the Minilaterals _____________ 58 
3.5.1. India, Iran, Armenia Trilateral _________ 59 
3.5.2. India-Japan-South Korea trilateral _____ 60 
3.5.3. India-France-Australia Trilateral _______ 61 
3.5.4. India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA) trilateral 62 

3.6. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
 ____________________________________ 62 

3.7. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
 ____________________________________ 64 

3.7.1. SCO Meeting ______________________ 64 

3.8. QUAD ___________________________ 66 
3.8.1. QUAD Summit _____________________ 66 

3.9. Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) _______ 67 
3.9.1. India in Arctic ______________________ 68 

3.10. BRICS __________________________ 70 
3.10.1. BRICS expansion ___________________ 71 

3.11. ASEAN _________________________ 72 
3.11.1. India-ASEAN Summit _______________ 73 

3.12. G20 ____________________________ 74 
3.12.1. Bali Declaration ___________________ 74 

3.13. Group of Seven (G-7) ______________ 76 
3.13.1. G7 Summit _______________________ 77 

3.14. BIMSTEC ________________________ 78 



 

 
2 

© Vision IAS       DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL 

4. EFFECT OF POLICIES AND POLITICS OF 
DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
ON INDIA’S INTERESTS _______________ 79 

4.1. Trans-Himalayan Multi-Dimensional 
Connectivity Network _________________ 79 

4.2. AUKUS __________________________ 80 

4.3. Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP) _____________________________ 81 

4.4. Russia Ukraine War ________________ 83 

5. IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS, AGENCIES, AND FORA, THEIR 
STRUCTURE, MANDATE _______________ 84 

5.1. United Nations ___________________ 84 
5.1.1. United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 84 
5.1.2. Role of UN in Conflict Management ____ 85 
5.1.3. UN Peacekeeping Mission ___________ 86 

5.1.4. Doha Political Declaration ____________ 88 

5.2. Asian Development Bank (ADB) ______ 89 

6. DYNAMICS OF CHANGING WORLD ORDER
 __________________________________ 91 

6.1. Rules Based World Order ___________ 91 

6.2. Evolving Dynamics of India’s Foreign Policy
 ____________________________________ 92 

6.2.1. India’s Economic Diplomacy __________ 93 
6.2.2. Paradiplomacy _____________________ 94 

6.3. India and Global South _____________ 94 

6.4. Soft Power Diplomacy ______________ 97 
6.4.1. Religion as Soft Power Tool ___________ 98 
6.4.2. Indian Diaspora ___________________ 100 

6.5. Common Security ________________ 101 

6.6. Geopolitics of Food Security ________ 102 

6.7. Geopolitics of Technology __________ 103 

 

 

 



 

 
3 

DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL     © Vision IAS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © by Vision IAS 
All rights are reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, 
without prior permission of Vision IAS. 



 

 
4 

© Vision IAS       DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL 

 

 
 

 



 

 
5 

DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL     © Vision IAS 

1. INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD RELATIONS 

1.1. INDIA-CHINA RELATIONS 
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1.1.1. INDIA-CHINA BORDER DISPUTE 

Why in News? 

India described China’s new law on land borders as a concern as it can affect existing bilateral pacts on the 
management of the border and the overall boundary question. 

More on news 

• The Article 8 of the Act is of particular concern for India. It states that declares that any organisation or 
individual who commits acts that are detrimental to China’s national interests shall be held accountable 
by law. 

• Also, Article 33 states that government has the right to take, measures to counter measures against acts 
that endanger its sovereignty or fundamental norms governing international relations. 

About Border Dispute with China 

• There is no mutually agreed Line of Actual Control (LAC). 
o LAC is divided into three sectors: Western sector (Ladakh), Middle Sector (Himachal Pradesh and 

Uttarakhand) and Eastern Sector (Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim). 
✓ There are certain areas along the LAC that are areas of differing perception and China reportedly 

has been building infrastructure on its side. 
✓ It is part of the Chinese Salami Slicing tactic or Cabbage strategy. It is a strategy of acquiring 

new territories, at the expense of its neighbours. 
o India-China have a series of 5 arrangements to address border disputes, with the latest one being the 

Border Defense Co-operation Agreement signed in 2013.  

Reasons for unresolved border dispute 

• Border Demarcation: The Indo-China border, though about 3000km long, is not clearly defined. This has 
led to multiple perceptions of the border.  

• Resourceful/strategic sections: Ladakh supplies freshwater, geothermal resources etc to India and it 
connects the Chinese Xinjiang province with western Tibet, therefore is of great significance to both. 

• Perceived threat from India’s geopolitical interests: India’s Neighbourhood First policy, closer ties with 
the United States and its allies and growing influence in the Indian Ocean region.  

• Growing Power imbalance: China is challenging India’s position, in South Asia and Indian Ocean Region 
especially with CPEC. 
o Recently, China convened a first “China-Indian Ocean Region Forum” to establish a marine disaster 

prevention and mitigation cooperation mechanism between China and countries in Indian Ocean 
region except India. 

Way forward  

• Better understanding of each other’s regional initiatives through open dialogue is important to build 
trust. 
o The Indo-Pacific vision is as much a developmental necessity for India as the BRI may be to China. 

• Mutually demilitarising the armed forces deployed by both countries. 

• A balanced trade and economic relationship. 

• Acknowledgment of India’s multilateral aspirations by China can allow both to collaborate on emerging 
issues like climate change. 

• Accommodate the legitimate interests on key partnerships: China’s with Pakistan and India’s with the 
United States. 

1.1.2 INDIA TAIWAN RELATIONS 

Why in News? 

Recently the annual India-Taiwan deputy economic minister-level meeting was held in India.  

Key outcome of the meet 

• Giving India priority under its ‘New Southbound Policy (NSP)’. 
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o NSP launched in 2016 aims to leverage Taiwan’s cultural, technological and economic assets to 
enhance its regional integration and promote broader development of Indo-Pacific region. 

• India expressed its interest to provide Taiwanese industries opportunity for expansion in sectors like 
electronics, automotive engineering, and green technologies, etc.  

• Setting up a semiconductor facility in India. 

Need for developing stronger relations 
between India and Taiwan 

• For success of India Semiconductor 
Mission (ISM): Taiwan is a leader in 
semiconductor manufacturing and 
accounts for India’s 74% import of 
semiconductor.  
o Also, critical for semiconductor 

supply chain resilience. 

• Free and open Indo-Pacific: Taiwan 
is a key linking point for India’s 
commercial ambition in the South 
China Sea along with dealing with 
China’s assertiveness. 

• Geopolitical shift: Emergence of 
the Indo-Pacific region, and Quad 
motivate India and Taiwan to 
expand the horizons of their 
bilateral collaboration. 

Challenges in India-Taiwan relations 

• China factor: India’s is overly cautious about China’s sensitivities while dealing with Taiwan and Tibet. For 
example, Taiwan has not been a central element of India’s ‘Look East’, and now ‘Act East’ policy.  

• Lack of consistency: Despite compelling reasons for convergence, much of the relationship has been 
episodic, characterised by momentary highs.  

• Limited economic engagement: The bilateral trade which grew from $934 million in 1995 to $7.5 billion in 
2011 shows slow growth since then. The bilateral trade was $8.9 billion in 2021-22 

• Limited people to people contact: Sectors like education and tourism largely remains untapped. There is 
only a modest contingent of Taiwan-focused scholars in Indian universities and vice-e-versa.  

Way forward for enhancing India-Taiwan Economic Cooperation 

• Early conclusion of FTA: An FTA would facilitate co-operation in sectors like Precision farming, Renewable 
energy, Healthcare, etc. 

• Convergence in the South China Sea: Exploration of resources and promoting commercial activities in 
South China Sea are India’s key motives.  

• Restoring regular political interaction: Meeting of India-Taiwan Parliamentary Friendship Forum should 
be regularised and other mechanisms should be established to facilitate similar interactions.  

 

Related Information: Background of China-Taiwan conflict 

• Taiwan (earlier known as Formosa) first came under full Chinese control in the 17th Century when the Qing dynasty 
began administering it. Then, in 1895, they gave up the island to Japan after losing the first Sino Japanese war.  

• China took the island again in 1945 after Japan lost World War II. 

• The communists won after the civil war in China in 1949 and took control in Beijing. Chiang Kai-shek and the 
nationalist party - known as the Kuomintang - fled to Taiwan, where they ruled for the next several decades. 

• China points to this history to say that Taiwan was originally a Chinese province. But the Taiwanese point to the 
same history to argue that they were never part of the modern Chinese state that was established under Mao in 
1949. 

What is US policy for Taiwan? 

• The US has maintained a ‘One China’ policy since the 1970’s, recognising Taiwan as part of China. But it has 
unofficial ties with Taiwan as well, a strategy known as strategic or deliberate ambiguity (unclear about whether 
or how it would defend Taiwan in the event of an attack). 

About India Taiwan relations  

• India follows the ‘One-China’ policy, and has not provided any 
formal diplomatic recognition to Taiwan or Republic of China 
(ROC) as it is known officially. 
o One China Policy is a policy of acknowledging that there is 

only one Chinese government as opposed to separate 
Chinese states. 

o Further under this principle, countries also consider Tibet, 
Hong Kong and Xinjiang to be an inseparable part of 
mainland China. 

• However, India does share a non-diplomatic (unofficial) linkages 
with Taiwan which is facilitated by economic and cultural 
cooperation between both.  

• Yet, since 2010, India has stopped using the term “one-China” policy.  

• Recent developments in relationship- 
o India has signed a Double-Taxation Avoidance Agreement 

and a Bilateral Investment Treaty with Taiwan.  
o In 2018, Parliamentary committee has recommended to 

strengthen India-Taiwan relations to tap the full potential.  
o Vedanta and Foxconn (Taiwan) signed a MoU with the Gujarat 

government to set up semiconductor chip manufacturing 
plant in Gujarat. 
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o US supplies the 
island with arms and 
spare parts (by far 
the largest arms 
dealer for Taiwan ) 
to maintain 
sufficient self-
defense capabilities 
under its Taiwan 
Relations Act, 1979. 

• Traditionally, the island 
of Taiwan is part of the 
so-called "first island 
chain", which includes a 
list of US-friendly 
territories that are 
crucial to US foreign 
policy. 
o This chain is the first 

line of defence and 
serves as the 
maritime boundaries between the East China Sea, Philippine Sea, South China Sea and the Sulu Sea. 

o It is a part of Island Chain Strategy formulated by the US in 1951 to contain the erstwhile USSR and China 
with a string of naval bases. 
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1.2. INDIA-BANGLADESH RELATIONS 
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1.2.1 BANGLADESH PM’S VISIT TO INDIA  

Why in News? 

On Bangladesh PM’s recent visit, India and Bangladesh announced several initiatives to further cooperation 
between two nations. 

Key decisions/initiatives announced in the recent meet 

Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 

• Both sides will soon commence negotiations on a CEPA. 

Water sharing • Signed MoU on sharing of waters of Kushiyara river (branch of Barak river), 
first such pact since signing of Ganga water treaty in 1996. 
o Pact will benefit people residing in southern Assam and Sylhet division of 

Bangladesh. 

Connectivity projects • Inauguration of Rupsha bridge, a key part of Khulna-Mongla Port rail project. 

• Khulna Darshana railway link project upgradation. 

• Parbatipur -Kaunia railway line. 

Others • Maitree power plant at Rampal, Khulna unveiled. It is being set-up as Indian 
Development Assistance under Concessional Financing Scheme (CFS). 
o Under CFS, Government of India has been supporting Indian Entities 

bidding for strategically important infrastructure projects abroad. 
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1.3. INDIA-BHUTAN RELATIONS 

 

1.3.1. BHUTAN KING’S RECENT VISIT TO INDIA 

Why in News? 

The King of Bhutan recently visited India to strengthen the bilateral relationship between the two countries.  
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Key outcomes of the recent visit 

• Support to Bhutan:  
o Additional Standby Credit Facility (SCF) for a period of five years.  

✓ SCF provides financial assistance to low-income countries with short-term balance of payments 
needs. 

• Hydropower: Discussion on Hydroelectric Power Plants in Bhutan like Mangdechhu, Chhukha, Basochhu, 
Punatsangchhu-I, Sankosh project etc. 

• Security: Established first integrated check post at Jaigaon (West Bengal, India) and Phuntsholing 
(Bhutan). 

• Connectivity: Expedited Kokrajhar (Assam)- Gelephu rail link and supported Gelephu airport construction 
for investment attraction. 

1.4. INDIA-NEPAL RELATIONS 
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1.4.1. INDIA-NEPAL HYDROPOWER RELATIONSHIP 

Why in news?  

Recently, India and Nepal have signed a MoU to develop the hydropower projects.  

More about news  

• Project is to develop the West Seti and Seti River (SR6) projects.  
o Also, projects like Seti Hydro project, which was to be originally build under the Chinese BRI, is now 

being built by India. Thus, the hydroelectric relationship is seen as a counter to China in Nepal.  
o West Seti River is a tributary of Karnali River located in the far western region of Nepal.  

• India and Nepal have also agreed to take forward the Sapta Kosi high dam project.  
o India is also involved in other 

projects such as the Mahakali 
Treaty, the Upper Karnali Project 
and the Arun - III projects in 
western and eastern Nepal, 
respectively. 

Challenges in development of 
hydropower relations 

• Mountain Topography: Difficult 
terrain, environmental considerations, 
and population densities. 

• Lack of Infrastructure: Lack of 
transport facilities, transmission grid 
and other infrastructures, increases 
the cost of hydropower development. 

• Policy and regulatory issues: There is a 
lack of policy, regulatory mechanism 
for the third-party access to the grid 
due to: 
o Lack of transparency in calculating cost and benefit calculations; 
o Lack of institutional support to lead the implementation; 
o Lack of financial resources to implementation; 
o Power market not guaranteed.  

• Water sharing issues: The issue of right to downstream water use interferes with cooperation for benefit 
with regulated water, flood control with bigger multipurpose projects.  

• Incompletion of earlier project: Projects like Mahakali and Upper Karnali Projects have not been 
completed since many years.  

Way Forward 

• Careful study of investment scenarios, distribution and transmission network and cost of resettlement 
and rehabilitation related to the project.  

• Collaboration with other countries: The hydropower project can be extended to other regional partners 
under the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) framework for cross-border energy cooperation.  
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1.5. INDUS WATER TREATY (IWT) 

 

1.5.1. CROSS BORDER FLOOD MANAGEMENT 

Why in news? 

The South Asian region collectively faces the problem of floods every year with change of season or variation 
in river flows necessitating a need cross border flood management mechanism.  
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Need for a cross border flood management mechanism for India 

• Frequent floods in the Kosi 
region (the Mithilanchal region) 
are a major point of discussion 
between India and Nepal.  

• Large dependency on rivers: 
Close to 80% of India's 
population is dependent on 14 
major rivers for food and 
livelihood.  

• Flood-control mechanism needs 
an integrated approach: For 
example, infrastructural 
developments on Brahmaputra 
in China impacts both India and Bangladesh.   

• Emerging threats like climate change: Rising sea levels or melting of glaciers could drive changes in the 
river ecosystem whose mitigation demands regional cooperation. 

What are the major issues in cross border flood management?  

• Limited Sharing of Hydrological Data: The water sharing among the South-Asian states has been sporadic 
in nature and remains contingent upon the status of their political relationship.  
o For example, China stopped sharing hydrological data on the Brahmaputra with India during the 

Doklam standoff in 2017. 

• Asymmetric control between upper and lower riparian states: For instance, China is using its leverage 
over water flows as a stick to win concessions from downstream South-east Asian states on other issues, 
including its Belt and Road Initiative. 

• Enforcement: Bilateral arrangements have limited effectiveness and are rarely enforceable at 
international level.  

• Problem of Water Nationalism: For instance, Pakistan has time and again challenged India’s Baglihar dam 
project on the Chenab River before the World Bank.  

• Issues with the prevalent treaties:  
o Not futuristic in nature: E.g., the Kosi treaty did not make enough provisions for the maintenance of 

embankments and  the rivers changing their course. 
o Poor implementation of the treaties: For instance, the Mahakali Treaty is in force, but there have 

been ups and downs in its implementation. 
o Absence of multilateral treaties: For example, the India-Bangladesh cooperation is contingent upon 

usage by Nepal as an upper riparian state in the river ecosystem.  

What approach can be adopted for overcoming these challenges?  

• Exploring avenues of Cooperation: on 
issues like sharing of major rivers 
during lean period, hydropower 
generation and distribution. etc. 

• Need for Political will: Concerns like 
water sharing and usage must not be 
combined with larger security or 
border concerns. 

• Recommendations of Standing 
Committee on Flood Management: 
The Committee recommended to renegotiate the treaty with Pakistan to address the impact of climate 
change on water availability in the Indus basin.  

• Learning from best practices: South Asia as a region has much to learn from the experiences of 
international treaties (given in the box) and river basin organizations. 

• Long term Planning by both the countries to end the crisis of flooding every year. 

India’s current mechanism of cooperation in river water sharing 

Countries  Mechanism for cooperation  

India-Nepal • Treaties for Kosi and Mahakali Rivers. 

India-Pakistan • Indus Waters Treaty  

India-China • Hydrological data sharing treaty for Brahmaputra 
and Sutlej Rivers.  

India-
Bangladesh 

• Treaties for Ganga, Teesta, Brahmaputra, and Barak 
Rivers. 

India-Bhutan • Comprehensive Scheme for Establishment of Hydro-
meteorological and Flood Forecasting Network on 
rivers Common to India and Bhutan.  

• A Joint Group of Expert (JGE) on Flood 
Management. 

Some of the international treaties and best practices  

• United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational 
Uses of International Watercourses, 1997: dealing with 
measures of protection, preservation and management related 
to the uses of those watercourses and their waters.  

• Treaty for Amazon Co-operation in 1978: signed for equitable 
sharing in South America.  

• Mekong River Commission: It is major multilateral development 
in Asia for the Sustainable Development of the Mekong River, 
1995 signed by Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. 
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1.6. INDIA’S ENGAGEMENT  WITH TALIBAN 

Why in news? 

Recently, Taliban regime appreciated India’s humanitarian and development efforts in crisis-hit Afghanistan 
and expressed desire for positive bilateral relations. 

More on news 

• Taliban wants India to complete Shahtoot Dam project in Kabul. 

• It is also keen to revive connectivity through Iran’s Chabahar port and Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline project. 

• Earlier, India reopened its Embassy in Kabul after nearly ten months of Taliban takeover of Afghanistan. 

Why should India engage with 
Taliban? 

• Important stakeholder in 
Afghanistan: India’s Development 
Assistance to Afghanistan has 
been significant. 

• Rising International 
Engagements: Many other 
countries are now starting to 
engage Taliban. 
o Afghanistan has been included 

under China’s BRI by 
extending CPEC; Iran has 
started resuming its projects 
and connectivity links with Afghanistan. 

• National Security: Taliban also has ties with the Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed. An engagement 
with the Taliban would give an opportunity to convey Indian concerns directly. 

• Greater possibilities of diplomatic engagement: Taliban in power is more divided than they were as a 
fighting force, and the situation may provide room for a layered political and diplomatic engagement.  

• Reconnecting with natives: Indian outreach to the Taliban will help it reconnect with the Afghan people, 
a link that snapped after the Taliban takeover. 

Downsides of India’s engagement 

• Shows inconsistency in India’s policy: India has always supported “an Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and 
Afghan-controlled” process for enduring peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan.  

• Security concerns: Recently a UN report shows that terror groups are continuing to find safe haven on 
Afghan soil with the Taliban’s support.  

• No change in the ideology of Taliban: Taliban has not changed from its previous medievalism. Attacks on 
minorities are continued and restrictions on women have increased.  

• Pro-China Neighbours of Taliban: As India increases its engagement with Taliban, it would need to 
redefine its relationship with Tajikistan as the latter has a deeply adversarial relationship with Afghanistan 
and has moved close to China in the past decade.  

Conclusion 

India's engagement with the Taliban is based on India's historic ties with Afghanistan. It is necessary for both 
sides now to take into account each other’s concerns and improve diplomatic and economic relations. 
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1.7. INDIA-MALDIVES RELATIONS 
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1.8 INDIA AND NORTH EASTERN NEIGHBOURS 
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1.9. INDIA-INDIAN OCEAN REGION 

Why in news? 

Recently, 6th Indian Ocean 
Conference held in 
Bangladesh discussed ways 
to promote economic 
development, peace and 
stability in the region. 

India as a Net security 
provider in Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR) 

• India’s policies: India’s 
'Neighbourhood First' 
policy and Prime 
Minister’s vision of 
SAGAR (Security & 
Growth for All in the 
Region). 

• `Assistance in wake of natural disasters and calamities: India has been regularly conducting exercises to 
deepen the Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief (HADR) cooperation and coordination among 
neighbours. 

• Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS): It is a forum that seeks to enhance maritime cooperation among 
navies of the littoral states and helps to preserve peaceful relations. 

Impediments to India for being a Net Security Provider 

• Resource Availability vs 
Requirement: This status can 
put enormous strain on 
country’s finite resources and 
calls for manifold increase in 
existing military hardware.  

• Existing Civil-Military 
Relationship: The ambiguous 
civil-military relationship 
existing in India not only 
manifests itself in serious 

What is a Net security provider? 

• Net security provider is usually meant as enhancing the mutual security 
of more than one country by addressing common security concerns, 
including dealing with transnational piracy, or responding to disasters, 
etc. 

• It encompasses 4 different activities: 
o Capacity building through training of foreign forces—both civilian 

and military, either at home or by deploying trainers abroad. 
o Military diplomacy through military visits and exercises.  
o Military assistance primarily by supplying arms and ammunition. 
o Direct deployment of military forces to stabilise a conflict situation 

or disaster.  
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differences and lack of clarity over strategy formulation but also over undistorted execution of formulated 
policies. 

• Non-alignment Policy: India’s principle of military non-alignment with any super power so as to retain its 
strategic autonomy limits opportunities for deeper security partnerships with other countries. 

• Past Experience of Overseas Deployment of Armed Forces: The experiences in Sri Lanka continues to 
have a dragging effect on any thought process involving overseas deployment. 

• Shifting US Policy: Uncertainty in Indo-Pacific policy of US would leave a vacuum in the IOR, which China 
would be more than obliged to fill. Consequently, for India, this would greatly increase the scope of 
maritime conflict with China, singly or collusively with Pakistan. 

• Frequency of resurgence and occurrence of non-traditional threats: Such as piracy, maritime terrorism, 
drug trafficking, illicit weapons trafficking, climate change etc.  

Approach needed for Net Security Provider 

• Focus on capacity building and military diplomacy. 

• Higher Defence Organisation to facilitate establishing clearly defined priorities of defence acquisitions. 

• Formulation of a National Defence Policy to inspire confidence, within India and also amongst the small 
littoral nations of IOR. 
o A Coherent IOR Strategy would help in overcoming any potential inhibition towards gauging India 

through the prism of ‘Big Brother’ syndrome. 

• Development of Andaman, Nicobar and Lakshadweep Islands: This includes Infrastructure up-gradation 
in these islands and their development as a potent military base. 

• Capability Enhancement of IOR Nations would accrue immense benefit for the entire IOR. India is already 
involved in training of naval personnel from various IOR nations as part of exchange programmes.  
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1.10. INDIA-SOUTH ASIA 
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1.10.1 SOUTH ASIAN ASSOCIATION FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION (SAARC) 
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1.10.2. SOFT LOAN DIPLOMACY  

Why in news? 

The volume of India’s soft loans to neighbouring countries has increased from $3 billion to almost $15 billion 
in the last eight years. 

About India’s Soft loans 

• In 2003, the Centre launched “The Indian Development and Economic Assistance Scheme” (IDEAS) to 
provide concessional financing for projects in developing countries.  

• In 2012, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) created the ‘Development Partnership  Administration’ 
(DPA) to ensure 
coordinated 
measures and 
improve bilateral 
relationships with 
countries. 

• The budget 
allocation for Soft 
loans went up from 
around $500 million 
in 2010 to $ 1.32 
billion in 2019-
20(0.3% of the 
entire budget that 
fiscal year). 

Significance of Soft 
loan diplomacy 

• Improve the trading 
prospects of India 
with the receiving 
countries. 

• Address own demands (for e.g. soft loan to Bhutan for a hydro energy project can eventually address 
India’s energy needs). 

• To Counter Chinese ‘debt trap diplomacy’ and influence. 

• Fosters South-South Cooperation. 

• Helps to achieve SDGs specially in least developed and developing countries. 

Challenges in soft loan disbursal 

• Absence of a consolidated agency/framework as currently multiple depts like Ministry of External 
affairs, Finance, Commerce, etc are involved in the process of granting Soft loans  

• Misconceptions about soft loans that they can interfere with the growth prospects/performance of 
our economy.   

• Diplomatic delays like delay in disbursement of the funds in most cases. 

• Chinese influence: China has already spread its influence in the region through its debt trap diplomacy 
and providing a soft loan to the same country at par with China becomes difficult.  

Conclusion 

Creation of a Consolidated framework, reducing diplomatic delays and utilising it as a tool to propagate 
Indian goods needs to be prioritised for India to leverage its soft loan diplomacy. 
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2. BILATERAL GROUPING AND AGREEMENTS 
INVOLVING INDIA AND/OR AFFECTING INDIA’S 
INTEREST 

2.1. INDIA-RUSSIA RELATIONS 
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2.2. INDIA-JAPAN RELATIONS 
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2.3. INDIA-SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS 
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2.4. INDIA-VIETNAM RELATIONS 

 

2.5. INDIA-THAILAND RELATIONS 

Why in news? 

The year 2022 marked 75 years of diplomatic ties between India and Thailand. 

India-Thailand Relations 

• Political: India’s ‘Act East’ policy has been complemented by Thailand’s ‘Act West’ policy in bringing the 
two countries closer. 

• Economic: Bilateral trade reached an all-time high of around USD 15 billion in 2021-22. 

• Defence Cooperation: MoU on Defence Cooperation (2012), Indo-Thai CORPAT, Exercise Maitree, since 
2015, India is participating in Ex-Cobra Gold, largest Asia Pacific Military exercise etc. 

• Bilateral institutional mechanisms: Joint Commission Meeting, Foreign Office Consultations, Joint Task 
Force etc. 
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• Connectivity: through initiatives such as India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway, Asian Highway Network (under 
UNESCAP), BIMSTEC Transport Infrastructure and Logistics 
Study (BTILS) under BIMSTEC framework. 

• Cultural:  Buddhism is a common thread and millions of Thai 
Buddhists visit Lumbini, Bodh Gaya, Sarnath. 

• Regional cooperation: Both sides cooperate closely in ASEAN, 
East Asia Summit, BIMSTEC, Mekong Ganga Cooperation 
(MGC), Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), etc. 

• People-to-people connect: There are an estimated 250,000 
people of Indian origin in Thailand. 

Challenges 

• Stalled trilateral highway project: Trilateral Highway most of 
which falls under Myanmar is engulfed in protests and violence since the February 2021 coup. 

• The rising role of China: China through its one belt one road initiative is making increasing efforts to make 
its presence and power felt in the region. 

• Security concerns: Insurgent groups use Thailand as a territory for the shipment of small arms, as well as 
planning and recruitment for terrorist activities. 

• Lack of democracy in Thailand: Following five years of military dictatorship, Thailand transitioned to a 
military-dominated, semi-elected government in 2019.  

• Tension in the region: The region is the pivot of the emerging Indo-Pacific security architecture, which is 
witnessing growing great power rivalry and competition for external balancing in the region. 

Way forward 

• Regional grouping: Explore opportunities that Thailand holds in the context of BIMSTEC, ASEAN, APEC, 
IORA etc. for India in the manufacturing and services sector. 

• Boost connectivity: Emphasis should be given to minimizing delays and resolution of roadblocks in the 
completion of infrastructure projects. 

• Realizing the potential of trade by addressing issues regarding the tariff lines and reducing trade 
barriers. 

• Strengthening people-to-people contacts: Promoting research collaborations, and facilitating cultural 
immersion programs. 

 

Recent developments and cooperation 

• The second edition of the North-East 
India Festival was organized in 
Bangkok. 

• The Embassy in association with the 
Triratnabhoomi Society of Thailand 
organized an exposition on Buddhist 
heritage sites in India. 

• The celebrations of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’ was launched in Thailand. 

• Under the Quad’s Vaccine 
Partnership, India, Australia, Japan 
the US jointly presented Made in 
India Covovax vaccines to Thailand. 
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2.6. INDIA AUSTRALIA RELATIONS 
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2.7. INDIA-UNITED KINGDOM (UK) RELATIONS 
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2.8. INDIA-EUROPEAN UNION RELATIONS 

 

2.8.1. INDIA-GERMANY RELATIONS 

Why in news? 

India and Germany agreed to enhance cooperation in Innovation and Technology. 

Flagships of India-Germany Cooperation 

Green and Sustainable 
Development Partnership 
(GSDP) 

• Agreed in 2022, under this, Germany will provide additional development 
assistance of €10 billion till 2030 to support India’s green growth plans. 

Indo-German Science and 
Technology Centre (IGSTC) 

• Supports projects on national priority areas such as Advanced Manufacturing, 
Embedded System and ICT, Sustainable Energy/Environment, etc. 
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Triangular Development 
Cooperation 

• Agreed in 2022, it represents development projects in third countries by India and 
Germany. 

• Four projects are at an advanced stages of implementation under it with Cameroon, 
Malawi, Ghana and Peru as third countries. 

Clean technologies • Indo-German Green Hydrogen Task Force was constituted in 2022. 

• Collaboration on Hydrogen Energy Clusters being set up by DST. 

• It focuses on integrating FhG’s technologies with Indian technologies. 

2.9 INDIA-NORDIC RELATIONS 
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2.10. INDIA AND WEST ASIA/MIDDLE EAST RELATIONS 
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2.10.1. NEW GROUP IN WEST ASIA 

Why in News? 

Saudi Arabia hosted a special meeting of the 
National Security Advisers (NSAs) of India, the U.S. 
and the UAE.  

More on News 

• Coming together of all these countries is 
referred as a formation of Second Quad of 
West Asia in the making after the First Quad-
I2U2 (India, Israel, United Arab Emirates, and 
United States).  
o However, this Quad is different from the 

Indo-Pacific Quad having India, US, Japan 
and Australia.  

• It is also seen as a success of 
India’s “Look West” policy.  

Significance of this development for 
India 

• Improve Ties with West Asia and 
compliment earlier initiatives. 
o Additionally, it will enhance 

opportunity to expand ties 
with the US. 

• Strengthen global position: It 
may further align India with other 
major powers like Russia, Europe, 
and China to address its national 
and regional concerns 
strategically. 

• Peace and Security: It would help 
to minimise regional threats like 
maritime piracy, illegal smuggling 
of drugs, terrorism etc. 

• Access to market: It will help to 
enhance bilateral trade, facilitate 
access to strategic markets in 
West Asia, starting with the UAE. 
o Also, it can be utilised to 

promote acceptance of Indian 
rupee in the region for the oil 
import payments. 

• Countering China:  China 
facilitated diplomatic 
breakthrough between Saudi Arabia and Iran indicated a significant escalation of the Chinese diplomatic 
footprint in the region. 
o In 2021, Iran and China have signed a 25-year cooperation. 

Issues associated with this New Group 

• Lack of clarity: Strategic goals of this group not clearly stated as It is in initial stage of its formation. 
• Asymmetry among members as USA is militarily stronger.  
• Cooperation: Countries in this group have conflicting positions on how to deal with China, Russia. 

o For instance, India abstains from voting on Russia- Ukraine war. 

• Strategic autonomy: US-sponsored security deal would complicate India’s ‘strategic autonomy’ in the 
Middle East as a state that chooses not to take sides.  

Why West Asia is Important for India and World? 

• Energy Resources: Countries like Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, and the 
United Arab Emirates are major producers and exporters of oil.  

• Geostrategic Location: It is strategically located between Europe, 
Africa, and Asia, serving as a crossroad between different continents 
and trade routes.  
o At least 12 percent of world trade passes through the Suez Canal. 

• Conflicts and Security: the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the Syrian civil 
war, and the ongoing tensions between Iran and its neighboring 
countries have had regional and global implications, impacting 
stability, crude oil prices, etc.  

• Religious and Cultural Significance: It is the birthplace of major world 
religions like Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  

• Economic and Trade Opportunities: Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries, such as Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar, have been 
investing in infrastructure development, attracting foreign 
investments and promoting business partnerships. 
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Way forward 

• Addressing bilateral concerns: Balancing the rival countries diplomatically and strategically to maintain 
friendly relations can be done through cooperation among the four countries. 

• Advancing cooperation in new areas in the future or by pursuing cooperation with other partners in both 
the Middle East and South Asia.  

• Development: Concentrated efforts to strengthen infrastructure, climate change mitigation, public 
health, can help in development of west Asia.  

• Maintain peace: Group should aim to address growing concerns like energy, food security and economic 
growth in the west Asia region and South Asia along with steps towards maintaining peace in the region. 

2.10.2. INDIA-SAUDI ARABIA RELATIONS 
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2.10.2.1 MEA FIRST VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA 

Why in news? 

Minister of External Affairs recently had his first visit to Saudi Arabia.  

Highlights of the recent visit 

• India initiated talks with Saudi Arabia for Rupee-Riyal trade. 

• Both countries agreed to cooperate in joint projects such as a west coast refinery, LNG infrastructure, and 
strategic petroleum storage facilities.  

• MoU on Mechanism of Consultations between India and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 

2.10.3. CHABAHAR PORT 

Why in news?  

Recently, India observed 'Chabahar 
Day' where India and Iran reviewed the 
progress of Chabahar port and the 
INSTC transcontinental trade route.  

More about Chabahar Port 

• Chabahar Port is located in Sistan 
and Baluchestan province in the 
South-eastern part of Iran, on the 
Gulf of Oman.   

• It is the only deep-sea port in Iran 
with direct ocean access. 

• It has the potential to develop into 
one of the most 
important commercial hubs in the 
region. 
o Its geographic proximity to 

countries such as Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, and India, as well as its status 
as a key transit center on 
the burgeoning International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC).  

• India, Afghanistan and Iran signed a deal 
to establish the International Transport 
and Transit Corridor (Chabahar 
Agreement) in 2016.  

Geopolitical significance of the Chabahar port 
for India 

• Strengthen Indo-Iranian trade, diplomatic, 
and military ties, which could balance out 
growing Sino-Pakistani cooperation. 

• Development of Chabahar Port a transit 
hub under the INSTC to reach out to Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) countries. 
o Chabahar Port development will also supplement the Ashgabat agreement. 

• Establishing a sea-based trade route to Western and Central Asia would allow India to bypass Pakistan. 
o Shahid Beheshti port in Iran, built by India, has played a key role in connecting India with Afghanistan. 

• Strategic Importance: This port is just 170 km away from Gwadar port operated by China in Pakistan. 

• Humanitarian Operations: Port could be used as a point from where humanitarian operations could be 
coordinated. 

 

Related News 
International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW), 1978 

• India, Iran have signed MoU for smooth movement of 
seafarers between both countries as per STCW provision. 

• STCW Convention is a multilateral convention to establish 
basic requirements on training, certification and 
watchkeeping for seafarers on an international level. 
o It was adopted in 1978 and it entered into force in 

1984. 
o India notified it in 1984; effective from 1985. 
o Compliance and implementation to convention is 

looked after by International Maritime Organization 
(IMO), established in 1948 (HQ: Geneva) as a 
specialized UN agency. 
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Challenges in execution of the Chabahar project 

• Iran’s Stand: In 2020, Iran decided to proceed with the rail line construction on its own, citing delays 
from the Indian side in beginning and funding the project. 

• US sanctions:  
o India is hesitant to deal with the construction company which has links with the Islamic Revolutionary 

Guard Corps (IRGC) and is under the sanctions. 
o Although the project has secured a special waiver from the USA, it was difficult to find equipment 

suppliers and partners due to worries of being targeted by the USA. 

• Iran’s closeness with China: Proposed Comprehensive Plan for Cooperation between Iran and China’. 
will include Chinese involvement in Chabahar’s duty-free zone and an oil refinery nearby. 

Way ahead for India 

• Keeping timelines and delivery of India’s commitments  will be the key. 

• India needs to play a balancing act between the USA and Iran and proactively protect its interest. 

• Recently, Uzbekistan also shown interest to jointly use the Chabahar port as a transit port. It will be 
important to operationalise and jointly use the port with regional countries. 

• As an emerging power, a peaceful extended neighbourhood (Iran-Afghanistan) is not only good for trade 
and energy security but also plays a vital role in India's aspirations of becoming a superpower. 

INSTC 
● INSTC is a 7200 km multi-modal 

transportation network, first 
envisaged in 2000 by Russia, 
India and Iran, to promote 
transportation cooperation 
among the Member States. 
o INSTC connects Indian 

Ocean to Caspian Sea via 
Persian Gulf onwards 
Russia and Northern 
Europe. 

o Currently, it has 13 
members including India. 

o Recently, INSTC began 
operation with the first 
shipment from Russia to 
India via Iran. 

● INSTC Significance for India 
o Reduce carriage cost 

between India and Russia 
by 30% and bring down 
transit time (almost half 
compared to suez canal). 

o Will help India to gain smooth access into Central Asia and beyond to Arctic, Nordic and Baltic region and will 
help to expand trade and investment links.  

o Reduce dependence on current trading partners, through realignment of supply chains. 
o It is also being seen as India’s alternative to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

● Other Planned Corridors Connecting India with Russia and Europe 
o Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime Corridor connecting India-Russia. 
o India’s Arabian-Mediterranean (Arab-Med) Corridor connecting India with mainland Europe. 

2.10.4. INDIA-QATAR RELATIONS 

Why in news? 

2023 marks 50 years of establishment of full diplomatic relations between India and Qatar since 1973. 

Key Areas of Co-operation 

• Geopolitical: Qatar is a key player in the Middle East and has a significant voice in the Arab World. 
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• Economic and Energy Security:  Qatar has large reserves of gas and it is a key component of trade with 
India.  

• Defence and Security: Defence exercises like DIMDEX, Zair-Al-Bahr are conducted.  

• Cultural Relations: Yoga and Ayurveda form a key feature of the relations. Qatar has allowed the practise 
of complementary medicine including ayurveda.  

• People to People Connect: Qatar has a huge diaspora presence of Indian origin.  

Challenges in development of India-Qatar Relation 

• Gulf diplomatic crisis (2017-2021): Saudi and UAE hostility toward Qatar is likely to persist. 

• Human rights violations in building World Cup facilities. 

• Presence of China: China signed a 27-year deal for LNG supply with Qatar in 2022. 
o Their geopolitical orientation and interests seemed to converge on Afghanistan, Iran, and the larger 

regional security questions in West Asia. 

• Other issues: Long custody (since August 2022) of the retired Indian Navy personnel by Qatar.  

Way forward 

• Protecting diaspora: India should prioritize negotiations for the protection of Indian expatriate workers. 

• Energy transition: India could seek to collaborate on developing a cleaner and energy efficient 
environment. 

• Soft power diplomacy: India should seek to boost its “soft power” influence through cultural exchange. 

• People to people contact: Continued cooperation in the education sector.  
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2.10.5. INDIA-ISRAEL RELATIONS 

 

2.10.6. ABRAHAM ACCORDS  

Why in News? 

Citing certain agenda problems and unfavourable circumstances, Morocco has postponed the next round of 
Abraham Accords Summit. 
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About Abraham Accords 

• The Accord is a normalization agreement between UAE and Israel to establish formal diplomatic relations 
and was brokered by USA in 2020.  

• With this, UAE became the third Arab country to recognise Israel after Egypt (1979) and Jordan (1994). 

• Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco have also joined the Accord in 2020. 

Key Features of the Accord 

• Eases Connectivity: The 
launch of direct flights 
between the countries 
has increased 
connectivity between the 
nations. 

• Establishes peace in the 
region and reduce military 
aggressions of Israel. 

• Access to Holy site of 
Islam, Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem to the citizens 
of the signatory countries. 

• Can advance two state 
solution in a positive 
direction by opening new channels of communications between the countries. 

Challenges faced by the Accord:  

• The Palestinian Cause: Saudi has already put forth that it would not advance its ties with Israel as long as 
there is no progress in the stalled peace process with the Palestinians. 

• Change of administration in the US: The newly formed US Government has reduced interest in pushing 
the accord forward, which was evident from the delay in appointment of a head to the $3Bn Abraham 
Fund, put forward by the US itself.   

• Increasing Chinese influence in the region: China recently hosted the peace talks between Iran and Saudi, 
which were considered as arch adversaries to each other. 

• The Iran Factor: Deterring Iran has been a major driver of cooperation between Israel and Saudi Arabia. 
Israel will not be appreciating the peace talks initiated between Iran and Saudi. 

• Continuing Israel Aggression: Israel is still on-going with its occasional attacks in the Gaza and West bank 
region, which obstructs further advancement in the accord. 

Challenges for India: 

• Chances of Polarisation: The Israel-GCC ties can provoke new polarisations and give rise to new proxy 
wars in the Gulf, especially between Iran and Israel. 

• Balancing the diplomacy: Pushing for improved relationship with Israel, while the Accord having been 
not acknowledged by all the members of the Gulf, can irk them and affect our energy supply and Indian 
diaspora in the region. 

• Employment of Indian migrants: Israel has the potential to supply skilled and semi-skilled manpower to 
the GCC states, which directly affects job prospects of many Indians. 

• Disruption in the existing politico-economic ties with GCC: Israel’s foray into the Gulf may disrupt the 
existing politico-economic architecture that India has carefully built with the GCC states over years. 

Way Forward 

• Utilise the I2U2 as a forum: The newly formed I2U2 can help India to establish its influence in the West 
Asia better. 

• Push for the Palestinian Cause: While the stand regarding the Palestine stands same, India should also 
push for initiation of talks between the countries. 

• Ensure Energy Security: While the diplomacy to ensure peace is on track, India should re-establish cordial 
relationship with Iran and other Gulf countries to ensure its energy security. 
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• Protect the interests of Indian diaspora: Talks and initiatives should start with the countries to ensure 
the job security of Indian diaspora and their investments in the region. 

2.10.7. OTHER IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS IN WEST ASIA 

India-Gulf 
Cooperation 
Council (GCC)  

• India-GCC decided to pursue resumption of Free Trade Agreement (FTA) Negotiations. 
o Earlier in 2006 and 2008, both sides had negotiated a trade pact however it stopped later 

on. 

• GCC is a political and economic alliance of 6 countries in Gulf region - Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, 
Kuwait, Oman, and Bahrain. 

• GCC was established in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia in 1981. 
India-GCC relations:  

• Strategic relations:  Gulf constitutes “immediate” neighbourhood of India separated only by 
Arabian Sea.  
o Both share desire for political stability and security in the region. 

• Trade and economic relations: GCC is currently India’s largest trading partner bloc with 
bilateral trade in valued at over USD 154 billion. 

• GCC countries contribute almost 35% of India’s oil imports and 70% of gas imports. 

• Approximately 50% of India’s remittances (largest recipient in world in 2021) comes from GCC 
region. 

• Diaspora: GCC countries together host approximately 6.5 million Indians. 
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2.11. INDIA-AFRICA RELATIONS 
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2.11.1. INDIA-AFRICA DEFENCE RELATIONS 

Why in News? 

India-Africa Defence Dialogue (IADD) was held recently on the sidelines of DefExpo 2022 in Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat. 

About India-Africa Defence Dialogue (IADD) 

• IADD was institutionalized (in 2020) to be held 
biennially during successive DefExpos.  

• Gandhinagar Declaration was adopted as an 
outcome document of IADD 2022. 
o It proposes to enhance cooperation in the 

field of training in all areas of mutual 
interest. 

o India offered 
fellowship for 
experts from 
African countries 
through Manohar 
Parrikar Institute 
for Defence 
Studies and 
Analysis. 

Importance of India-Africa 
Defence Relations 

• Geopolitical: To 
enhance India's 
influence in the region: 
o To Secure African 

States Interest: To 
remain neutral in 
the intensifying great power rivalries (between US, Russia and China). 

o Counter Chinese influence. 

• Maritime Security: To deal with maritime security challenges, in IOR. 

• Securing Sea-lanes of communications (SLOCs) like Bab-el Mandeb, the Gulf of Aden, Strait of Hormuz 
and the Mozambique Channel. 

• Fight against terrorism: Africa and 
India have been victims of terrorism 
and radical extremism (from Boko 
Haram, al-Shabaab, Jaish e-
Mohammad, al-Qaeda etc.). 

• Boosting Defence exports: Defence 
exports grew by 334% in the last five 
years. 

• Support to peacekeeping missions: 
A strong defence partnership could 
help to grasp the changes that are 
underway in the nature and role of 
contemporary peacekeeping 
operations.   

Challenges in India-Africa Defence Relations 

• Rising China’s presence including Defence Attaché presence, naval ship visits, arms sales etc. 

• Low capital allocation as the Indian Navy continues to face budgetary constraints.  
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• Interstate and Intra-state conflicts in Africa makes it difficult to have a defence partnership with relevant 
stakeholders. 

• Gap between promises and delivery on the Indian part in converting capital into deliverables or influence. 

• Maritime crimes threats like high incidence of piracy off the East African coast in Gulf of Aden and in the 
Niger Delta Region and Gulf of Guinea 
in West Africa. 

• New and emerging threats (such as 
cross-border terrorism, transnational 
organised crime, illegal immigration 
etc.) makes it difficult to identify 
mutual priorities. 

• Lack of synchronisation between 
Ministry of Defence and Ministry of 
External Affairs impacts India’s 
engagement in the region as the 
resource pool is limited. 

Way Forward 

• Develop a Pan-African approach in accordance with African needs and priorities.  

• Enhance bilateral engagement with leading countries like South Africa, Nigeria, Angola, Ghana and Kenya 
as part of strategic level framework. 

• Prioritise security cooperation with Africa as it remains an under- exploited area of the India-Africa 
strategic partnership as compared to trade, investment and development. 

• Explore new areas of cooperation including capacity-building, training, cybersecurity, maritime security 
and counter-terrorism. 

• Increase visibility of Indian defence firms in African markets: India should conduct multilateral defence 
cooperation events involving select Africa nations, India and US AFRICOM components. 

2.11.2. INDIA-MAURITIUS RELATIONS 

Why in news?  

1st session of High-Powered Joint Trade Committee (JTC) under India-Mauritius Comprehensive Economic 
Cooperation and Partnership Agreement (CECPA) was recently held. 

India-Mauritius CECPA 

• CECPA, which entered into force in 2021, is the first trade Agreement signed by India with a country in 
Africa. 

• It covers Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin, Trade in Services, Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures, 
Dispute Settlement etc. 

• India- Mauritius Relations 
o Economic: Bilateral trade rose to USD 787 million in 2021-22. Mauritius was third top source of FDI in 

India (2020-21). 
o Strategic: Mauritius occupies a special place in India’s vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in 

the Region), proximity to important Sea lines of communications. 
o People to people connect: Indian origin people comprise nearly 70% of Mauritius’s population. 
o Defence cooperation: including transfer of a Dornier aircraft and an Advanced Light Helicopter, Dhruv. 

• Challenges for India- Mauritius relations: China’s growing presence and influence in the Indian Ocean 
region, round-trip of investments in India through Mauritius etc. 

2.11.3. SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY (SADC) 

Why in news? 

Recently, the CII-Exim Bank Regional Conclave on India-Southern Africa Growth Partnership was held.  

Need for enhancing India’s Engagements with SADC 

• Sourcing critical minerals: Southern Africa region is richly endowed in lithium, graphite, cobalt, nickel, 
copper, and rare earth minerals.  

Initiatives taken by India 

• Africa-India Field Training Exercise 2019 (AFINDEX-19). 

• India-Africa Defence Ministers Conclave (IADMC) in 2020 that 
led to the adoption of the Lucknow Declaration, which pertains 
specifically to defence, military, and security cooperation. 

• African countries are among the foremost beneficiaries of 
Indian Navy ‘s HADR operations.  

• India has participated in several UN peacekeeping missions 
implemented in Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Mozambique etc. 

• Bilateral Institutional mechanisms like the Joint Defence 
Cooperation Committees and MoUs /Agreements for defence 
collaboration have been put in place with key countries. 
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• Preventing China’s Monopoly: With the rising demand of Rare Earth Elements, the risk of China forming a 
monopoly on the industry has also increased.  
o Africa is one of the regions targeted as an alternative source of REE commodities.  

• Maritime security: Due to large coastlines, SADC is an important stakeholder in ensuring a safe and secure 
maritime environment, especially in the IOR. 

• South-South Cooperation: 
With the increasing 
diversification of India’s 
global trade towards 
other developing 
countries, SADC has 
emerged as important 
trading partner for India.  

• Investment Opportunities 
for India: SADC countries 
offer opportunities in the 
economic sector, including 
transport, energy, and ICT, 
healthcare, and education. 

• Economic Sustainability 
for the region: Scaling up 
private sector investment 
would also ensure better 
debt sustainability and 
management, innovation 
and efficiency, and 
enhance the 
competitiveness of their 
economies.  

Challenges in enhancing 
India’s Engagements with 
SADC  

• Poor Governance System: 
Corruption, 
mismanagement, 
violence, insufficient infrastructure and political instability may enhance the risk for businesses.  

• The China Challenge: China’s strategic approach and vast resources give her a formidable edge in Africa 
as compared to India. 

• Lacks a clear strategy for cooperation: Indian development aids have not been designed to achieve a 
larger development goal such as food and health security, education for all or clean energy.   

• Diversity: There are multiple cultures and a number of different languages spoken in South Africa, which 
means adopting a bespoke approach to different regions is crucial.  

• Skilled labour: Due to the poor state of the public education system, skilled labor can be difficult to find in 
many technical and professional segments.  

• Limits on Foreign Control: For example, South Africa requires levels of company ownership and participation 
by black South Africans to obtain bidding preferences on government tenders and contracts. 

Way ahead to enhance India’s engagements with SADC 

• Strategic Alliance for Critical Minerals like cobalt and lithium. 

• Developing Manufacturing Value Chains by providing foreign capital and technical know-how for the 
SADC Industrialization Strategy and Roadmap. 

• Increasing Circularity in Africa’s Mining Sector by using water saving technologies, providing renewable 
energy solutions etc. 

• Access to Trade Finance in Southern Africa: For this, DFIs could develop financial instruments like risk 
participation and transaction guarantee agreements.  
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3. REGIONAL, AND GLOBAL GROUPING AND 
AGREEMENTS INVOLVING INDIA AND/OR AFFECTING 
INDIA’S INTEREST 

3.1. INDIA-EURASIA RELATIONS 
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3.2. INDIA-LATIN AMERICA RELATIONS 

 

3.2.1. MEA VISIT TO LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES 

Why in news? 

Indian External Affairs Minister paid visit to four of the Latin American countries- Panama, Guyana, Colombia 
and Dominican Republic. 
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Significance of the recent meet 

• Guyana: Commissioned an India-made ferry MV Ma Lisha to improve connectivity and mobility within 
Guyana.  

• Panama: India’s largest Central American trade partner, with US $610 million in annual trade in 2022. 
o Positioned to serve as India's gateway to the Latin American region, offering unique logistical 

capabilities as a maritime hub. 

• Colombia: Signed the Cultural Exchange Program for 2023-26. 

• Dominican Republic: Inaugurated the Embassy of India in the Dominican Republic. 

3.3. INDO PACIFIC REGION 
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3.3.1. INDO-PACIFIC ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK FOR PROSPERITY (IPEF) 

Why in News? 

India participated in the Second 
Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework (IPEF) Negotiating 
Round in Bali, Indonesia. 

About IPEF 

• IPEF is a U.S.-led framework 
for 14 participating countries 
to solidify their 
relationships and engage in 
crucial economic and trade 
matters that concern the 
region.  
o It is not a free trade 

agreement. IPEF is more 
about standard setting 
and facilitating trade.  

• Member states: US, 
Australia, Brunei, India, etc. 
Together, these countries 
account for 40% of the 
global GDP.  

• Countries are free to join (or 
not join) initiatives under 
any of the stipulated pillars but are 
expected to adhere to all commitments 
once they enroll. 
o India has chosen to opt out from 

joining the trade pillar (pillar 1) only 
as it is apprehensive of the 
possibility of binding 
conditionalities on matters like 
labour and public procurement. 

Significance of IPEF for India 

• Participation in regional trade: For 
India, which walked out of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), the IPEF membership 
keeps it in the room on Asian trading arrangements.  

• Aligned to domestic requirements: IPEF’s 
non-specific and flexible nature also suits 
India, providing enough scope of 
negotiations on a range of issues like 
environmental restrictions on fossil fuels, 
data localization etc.  

• Better economic opportunities: IPEF is 
providing India another opportunity to be 
part of a mega economic arrangement, but 
outside the influence of China. 

• Participation in resilient supply chains: India 
can consider members as alternative sources 
for its raw materials requirements. 

 

Concerns for India 

• Stated objectives of IPEF include pursuing rules in digital 
economy, such as standards on cross-border data flows 
and data localisation.  
o This is something India has been avoiding in all its 

free trade deals as it does not want to lose 
sovereignty over its data.  

• The IPEF also wants to frame rules on labour standards, 
environment norms and decarbonization, which India 
has never been keen on, including in its free trade pacts. 

• US could also use IPEF to pressurise India on supporting 
a permanent moratorium on customs duties on 
electronic transmissions at the WTO. 

India’s reasons for not joining RCEP 

• Apprehensions from local industries like dairy, agriculture, 
steel, plastics etc. about cheap foreign products. 

• Lack of Service component in the negotiations. 

• The trade imbalance with RCEP members: Out of 15 
countries, India had trade deficit with 10 countries. 

• Geopolitical considerations: India wanted RCEP to exclude 
Most-Favored-Nation (MFN) obligations due to geopolitical 
reasons. 

• The e-commerce chapter has some clauses that affect data 
localization norms in India. 

• Lack of credible assurances on market access, non-tariff 
barriers, and restriction on circumvention of rules of origin. 



 

 
50 

© Vision IAS       DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL 

Issues with IPEF 

• Lack of clarity: Currently, it neither 
constitutes a ‘free trade agreement,’ nor a 
forum to discuss tariff reductions or 
increasing market access. 

• Short in countering China: In its current 
format, the IPEF might not be able to  

•  counter China’s economic dominance in the 
region owing to the lack of direct incentives 
offered in IPEF. 

• Fear of U.S. domination: U.S. appears to be 
making the deal more about benefits to the 
U.S. economy than to the Indo-Pacific region 
as a whole.  
o For instance, dominating the rules and 

standards of digital technologies like 
artificial intelligence and 5G 

• Overlap with BDN and B3W: The objectives of IPEF has already appeared and been tested in both the Blue 
Dot Network (BDN) launched in 2019 and the Build Back Better World (B3W) initiative launched in 2021.  

• Possible violation of WTO rules: In the absence of an FTA, WTO rules will not permit granting of 
preferential treatment amongst IPEF members. 

• Absence of dispute settlement mechanism to avoid unilateral actions by signatory countries. 

Conclusion 

3Ts—Trust, Transparency, and Timeliness—mentioned by the Indian Prime Minister during the launch 
ceremony are very important for the success of this initiative. Trust and transparency will be built only if 
members, particularly the US, accommodate each other’s interests.  

3.3.2. REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT IN INDO-PACIFIC 

Why in news? 

Recently, Quad countries signed Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Agreement. 

More about news 

• This partnership was announced as part of a shared vision for a free, open, inclusive and resilient Indo-
Pacific region. 

• The Partnership has been designed to  
o respond to the vulnerabilities of the Indo-Pacific region.  
o serve as a dedicated framework to coordinate their disaster response operations in the region.  
o augment their capacity and capability, 

interoperability and operational synergy to 
undertake HADR operations. 

o promote inclusion by ensuring that vulnerable 
sections of society are agents and beneficiaries 
of humanitarian action. 

Vulnerabilities of the Indo-Pacific Region 

• Highly disaster prone region accounting for more than three-quarters of the global number of tsunamis, 
earthquakes, floods, landslides, cyclones etc. 

• The region faces a wide array of challenges such as higher temperatures, abnormal fluctuations in rainfall, 
home to small island states and developing littoral countries etc 

• Areas of co-operation can include Early warning systems, emergency preparedness, disaster resilience, 
etc.  

Significance of regional cooperation in disaster risk management 

• Critical for reducing the risk: By sharing of data and forecasts on severe weather, monsoons, floods, and 
tropical cyclones. 

Other supporting initiatives by QUAD countries  

• NASA-SERVIR by US to provide satellite and 
geospatial information to developing countries. 

• Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation 
Information Platform (AP-Plat) by Japan. 

• Climate and Oceans Support Program in the 
Pacific (COSPPac) by Australia. 

Significance of IPEF for U.S. 

• IPEF is part of the U.S.’s more than a decade old “Pivot 
to Asia” programme, re-imagining the Indo-Pacific as a 
geographic construct including America (QUAD is also 
part of the same pitch). 

• IPEF will help U.S. to reclaim economic leadership after 
the previous administration walked out of 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP, originally the TPP) in 2017. 

• IPEF is part of U.S. way of showing that despite its 
current focus on the war in Europe, and Russia through 
economic sanctions, it has not lost sight that Asia. 

Why U.S. focuses on Indo-Pacific? 

• With nearly half of the earth’s population, one-third of 
global GDP, and some of the world’s most capable 
militaries, region is critical to advancing U.S. 
commercial, diplomatic, and strategic interests. 



 

 
51 

DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL     © Vision IAS 

• For better response post disaster: Through the coordination and sharing of information, expertise, and 
resources, countries can help one 
another during the critical 48 hours 
following a disaster.  

• Crucial for support in recovery phase: 
Partnerships and networks in the region 
can share approaches, tools, 
technologies, and good practices that 
can lead to more viable development 
outcomes.  

• Betterment of diplomatic ties: HADR 
operations and response plans can build confidence and improve diplomatic ties in the region. 

• Emerging need: As climate change is a cross-border issue, this makes regional cooperation even more 
important.  

Challenges in effective cooperation in the region 

• Sovereignty issues:  Competitive and complex geopolitical realities leads to an aversion to data sharing 
brought about by concerns of sovereignty.  

• Capacity constraints: As a result of lack of resources and training disaster management remains focused 
only on preparedness and emergency response. 

• Pre-dominance of armed forces in disaster preparedness and emergency response hinders regional 
cooperation, as each country is wary of inviting neighboring armed forces into their territory.  

• Developmental priorities restrict needed investment in strengthening the existing disaster management 
frameworks and agencies in south Asian nations. 

• Presence of China: China has been scaling up its presence in the Indo-Pacific with implications for both 
disaster response and maritime security.  

Way Forward 

• Building Trust: Countries must balance the challenges of both current perceptions and historical 
precedents, and the trade-offs that they can lead to diminished trust. 

• Sharing of critical data: Establishing a cooperative means of sharing critical data meteorological data, 
vehicle geolocations or cell phone data before disasters. 

• Integrating technology can help automate the process of managing the various disciplines, such as quick 
processing of large amounts of data and the establishment of a centralized/accessible database. 

• Incorporating pandemic learnings: Increasing input from health experts and combine their consultations 
with disaster experts to improve the effectiveness of disaster recovery. 

• Realising potential role of private citizens and local groups by creating coordination and response 
frameworks that will allow volunteers to interface with the formal organizations and agencies.  
o An example of such a training program is the Citizen Emergency Response Training (CERT) program 

in the United States. 

3.3.2.1. INDIA’S DISASTER RELIEF DIPLOMACY 

Why in News? 

India launched Operation Dost for earthquake hit Türkiye and Syria. 

About Disaster Relief Diplomacy: Meaning and its Guiding Principles 

• Disaster Relief Diplomacy, also known as HADR Diplomacy, refers to ‘a country’s efforts to provide aid 
and support to other countries affected by natural disasters or conflicts’. 
○ It includes sharing of expertise and resources or deployment of human resources as assistance. 

• HADR has emerged as a sophisticated diplomatic tool for strategic competition. E.g. 
○ In the Bosnia crisis (1990s), only 16 donor governments officially pledged support. 
○ Whereas, during the Indian Ocean Tsunami (2004), 92 countries pledged their support. 

• Oslo Guidelines:  Guidelines on “The Use of Foreign Military and Civil Defence Assets in Disaster Relief” in 
1994, re-launched in 2006, sets the guiding principles of humanitarian assistance for UN humanitarian 
agencies. 

Global initiatives for regional cooperation for disaster 
management 

• Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030 
outlines seven clear targets and four priorities for action to 
prevent new and reduce existing disaster risks.  

• Disaster Risk Management under IORA, to facilitate and 
enhance regional cooperation on preparedness and response 
strategies to fragile and unpredictable situations. 

• Asia Pacific Disaster Resilience Network (APDRN) has been 
established by UNESCAP. 
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India’s Disaster Relief 
Diplomacy 

Guided by India’s civilizational 
ethos, its philosophy of 
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and 
the principles and purposes of 
the UN, India’s humanitarian 
interventions started soon 
after its independence. 

• Contribution: Over 
200,000 Indians have 
served 49 of the 71 UN 
Peacekeeping missions 
established since 1948 
including the missions in 
Korea, Congo etc. (This 
includes disaster relief 
operations as well).  

• Other major disaster relief 
operations-  
o Operation Castor and Operation Rainbow were launched in 2004 to help the Tsunami hit Maldives 

and Sri Lanka respectively. 
✓ Present day Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) between India, Japan, Australia and USA is 

has its genesis in an ad-hoc Tsunami Core Group created in response to the Indian Ocean Tsunami, 
2004. 

○ Vaccine Maitri, starting from India’s immediate neighborhood, it supplied Covid-19 vaccines around 
94 countries. 

• Disaster relief devoid of geopolitics: The help to Türkiye, despite its unsolicited comments on India’s 
internal matters, is part of India’s consensus Approach to conflict management; helping India to focus on 
what unites it with others rather than what divides the two. 

India as part of Global efforts in Disaster relief diplomacy 

• Launching of Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI): CDRI has launched ‘Infrastructure for Resilient 
Island States’ initiative to support Small Island Developing States (SIDS).  

• India is a signatory to the Sendai Framework.  

• India is taking a leading role in strengthening regional cooperation among South Asian countries. For example- 
SAARC Agreement on Rapid Response to Natural Disasters, BIMSTEC identifies “environment and disaster 
management” as a priority sector of cooperation. 

• Partnership with United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and The World Conference on 
Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) among others. 

• Bilateral/ multilateral agreements with the several countries like Switzerland, Russia, Japan and Tajkistan for 
cooperation in the field of disaster management. 

Limitations/Risks of Disaster Relief Diplomacy 

• Limited Human and Technological Resources which leads to heavy dependence/use of Armed Forces in 
disaster relief efforts.  

• Limited long-term impact as its influence is short-lived. E.g., India-Nepal ties became strained soon after 
the 2015 relief operations. 

• Political and Financial Conflict supersede disaster-related activities as no example of its significant 
influence in conflict resolution. E.g.  
○ The assistance between Türkiye and Greece post 1999 earthquake succumbed to old political enmity 

patterns due to prevalent lack of trust. 

• Risk of Refusal from affected countries due to old enmity. E.g. 
o Cuba refused American aid during the 1998 drought. 
o Similarly, Pakistan refused India’s humanitarian aid post 2022 floods. 

• Threat of conditional or tied bilateral aid, i.e., strings attached to the help in the form of economic ties or 
security cooperation in the future.  
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Way Forward 

India’s efforts under Operation Dost demonstrated India’s ability of fast and capable response. The scope and 
importance of disaster relief diplomacy will only increase in the emerging time. Therefore, it needs to be 
further strengthened by: 

• Capacity-building, i.e., providing enough manpower and technology to National Disaster Response Force 
and other concerned organizations through international collaboration. 
o The 2024 launch of NASA-ISRO SAR (NISAR) Mission holds significance in this regard. 

• Developing long-term multilateral framework on disaster relief. 
o The Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Pillar of Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) can be of 

great help in building a long-term support mechanism. 

• Strengthening existing diplomatic endeavors by using HADR initiatives as catalysts if pursuance of other 
diplomatic initiatives is not feasible. 

• Improving People-to-People ties through HADR initiatives by gaining trust and promoting compassion to 
overcome political and financial conflicts. 

3.3.3. INDIA AND PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES (PIC) 

Why in News? 

Third Forum for 
India–Pacific 
Islands 
Cooperation 
(FIPIC) Summit 
held at Port 
Moresby, the 
capital of Papua 
New Guinea.  

More on News  

• India 
announced a 
12-point development plan for the Pacific Island nations which focuses on a range of areas including 
healthcare, renewable energy, and cyber-security. 

• FIPIC is a manifestation of India’s Act East Policy and Indo-Pacific policy and a key pillar of South-South 
Co-operation. 

Significance of Pacific 
Islands Countries (PIC) 

• Geo-Strategic- Sea-
lanes of the Indo-
Pacific region are 
critical to international 
commerce and the 
Pacific Islands are at 
the centre of region 

• Maritime Security- The 
PIC’s would become 
inevitably significant in 
India’s broader 
maritime strategy. 

• Economic- PICs with 
their resource rich Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) are sources of natural and mineral resources like LNG. 

• Regionals and Global Engagements: Engagement with PIC allows India to strengthen its network of 
alliances and partnerships in regional and global organisations such as United Nation. 

• Cultural Ties: Fiji and Papua New Guinea have significant Indian diaspora communities. 
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Challenges in Strengthening Relationships 

• Competition from Global Powers: India finds it challenging to counter the substantial influence of China, 
Japan, the United States and Russia in PICs. 

• Unutilized Trade Potential: Total annual trade is about a meagre $300 million between the Indian and 
Pacific Island countries. 

• Emphasis on Traditional Approach:  India’s foreign policy is focused much more on the Indian Ocean 
region and the Pacific region including the PICs was relatively neglected. 

• Limited Engagement: India’s interaction with the PICs still largely revolves around its engagement with Fiji 
and Papua New Guinea, mainly driven by the presence of sizeable Indian Diaspora. 

• Geographical Distance: These countries are located far away from India, making physical connectivity and 
regular engagement difficult.  

• Less emphasis on People-to-people contacts with PIC’s in comparison to western and eastern countries. 

Way Forward  

• High-level Engagements: Need to initiate high-level visits and exchanges with leaders from the PIC.  

• Development Assistance: India can enhance development assistance (grants, concessional loans, and 
technical cooperation etc.) to the Pacific Island Countries.  

• Trade and Investment Promotion: India can explore avenues to enhance trade and investment relations 
with the PIC’s.  

• Cultural Exchanges: Promoting cultural exchanges is a valuable way to foster people-to-people contacts 
and mutual understanding.  

• Connectivity and Infrastructure Development: India can explore opportunities for investment in ports, 
airports, roads, and digital infrastructure in the Pacific Island Countries. 

3.4. INDIA-USA-CHINA TRIANGLE 

Why in News? 

Chinese government raised its contention over the 18th edition of ‘Yudh Abhyas’, the annual India-U.S. 
military exercise concluded recently in Uttarakhand (just 100 kms away from the Line of Actual Control (LAC)).   

More on news 

• China has claimed that India has violated the 1993 and 1996 agreements on LAC and also advised the US 
not to interfere in India-China relations. 

• Experts point that the relations between these three super-states are very important for the emerging 
world order.  

Triangle relationship and India-US-China 

• In a triangle set-up, the way Country “A” 
deals with Country “B” will affect Country 
C’s behaviour indirectly or directly due to 
the established model of interaction among 
the three parties. 

• The preconditions for a triangular 
relationship are that each player recognize 
the strategic salience of the three 
principals. 
o With the current dynamics of India-US-

China triangle, it is still in its evolving 
stage as both divergences and 
convergences exit amidst their relations. 

• A triangle relationship will not exist among three parties when two parties are friends or allies with the 
third being their common enemy. 

Areas of divergence in India-USA-China triangle 

• The conflicting foreign policies: China sees India’s Tibet policy and USA’s Taiwan policy as hindrance to its 
sovereign territorial claims.  

1993 and 1996 India- China agreements: 
In 1993 agreement, both sides agreed to 

• Strictly respect and observe the line of actual control 
between the two sides. 

• To keep the military forces in the areas along the line of 
actual control to a minimum level. 

• Not to undertake military exercises in mutually 
identified zones. 

• Each side shall give the other prior notification of 
military exercises near the LAC. 

In 1996 agreement, they agreed that 

• Neither side shall use its military capability against the 
other side. 

• No armed forces to be deployed by either side in the 
border areas along the line of actual control. 
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o Similarly, India is irked by China’s close alliance with Pakistan through its military and economic ties, 
USA see’s China as an immediate threat to its Superpower status. 

• India’s apparent closeness to USA: China sees India’s closeness to USA as an issue. For instance: 
o United States designated India as a Major Defence Partner and provided India with Strategic Trade 

Authorization tier 1 
status. 

o The two countries 
have already signed 
four defence 
cooperation 
agreements 
between them 
namely  
✓ General Security 

of Military 
Information 
Agreement 
(GSOMIA). 

✓ Logistics 
Exchange 
Memorandum of 
Agreement 
(LEMOA). 

✓ Communications 
and Information 
Security 
Memorandum of 
Agreement 
(CISMOA). 

✓ Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA). 

• Challenging Hegemony: China wants to exert its influence over the Indo Pacific region by displacing the 
position of India in the region and has plans to encircle India through its “String of Pearls”. 
o India-US engagement in the QUAD group is also an irritant to China.  
o China has been aggressive in the region. For instance, issues with Southeast Asian nations with 

respect to South China Sea.  

• China’s Belt and Road Initiative is used  as a debt trap and to cripple the other country’s economy for its 
own benefits. 

• The Power Struggle: China considers India as its ‘Asian Rival’ which possesses the inherent capacity to halt 
its hegemonistic ambitions in Asia.  
o Similarly, it sees USA as its ‘Global Rival’, whereas both India and USA see China in the prism of an 

aggressor who intrudes into their sovereignty. 

• China’s stance in multilateral forums: China’s stance with respect to keeping India away from the Nuclear 
Suppliers Group (NSG) and the UN Security Council (UNSC) is evidently visible. 
o Whereas USA is trying to include India as a member in the same forums to balance China. 

• China using Trade as its weapon: China is the source of around 16% of our overall imports and USA is also 
dependent on China as it acts as its major manufacturing hub. 
o It has also implied many non-tariff barriers on goods from India, thereby maintaining its upper hand in 

balance of trade. 

Areas of Convergence in India-USA-China triangle 

• Trade and Commerce: China is one of the biggest trading partners for both India and USA.  
o On the other hand, both India and USA are important to China as no other countries can procure such 

high volumes from its factories.  

• Investment needs: India needs huge investment to develop its infrastructure and economy for which 
China has a deep pocket.  

South China Sea dispute 

• China stakes claim to 90% of the South China Sea, and this claim is based on 
the U-shaped nine-dash line. 

• Territorial disputes: Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam 
contest China's claim to South China Sea.  

• India interest in the SCS: Commercial linkages with region, freedom of 
navigation, and a rules-based regional order. 
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• Stability in peace: Except for the two episodes of 
Indo-China war in 1962 and 1967, both the 
countries have tried to maintain the peace in the 
region by de-escalation of minor clashes in the 
border lines.  
o Similarly, China and USA have not been at 

direct military conflict with each other. 

• Tackling Environmental Challenges: Being the 
largest emitters, they are also strongly 
committed to reduce their emissions gradually 
and aid to reach the Paris climate targets. 

• Building ties: The informal summit between 
India and China’s Premier’s in Wuhan (2018) and 
Mamallapuram (2019) and the continued 
interactions between the three countries on 
global forums like G20, UN has helped to 
converge their differences. 
o India-China also converge in the Shanghai 

Co-operation Organisation and BRICS.  

Conclusion 

India should continue to exercise its strategic 
autonomy in the triangle. For India, over reliance on 
USA’s aid is not an advisable option, as USA has 
proved for itself that it is not an all-weather friend of India. Whereas a cordial relationship with China is also 
important as it is our geographical neighbor, but curtailing it’s aggressions in our borders and other spheres 
also needs to be given an upper hand. 

3.4.1. ALTERNATIVES TO BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE (BRI) 

Why in news? 

The United States aims to 
raise $200 billion over five 
years to fund needed 
infrastructure in 
developing countries 
under a G7 initiative 
aimed at countering 
China's Belt and Road 
project. 

More about news 

• The effort is now 
called the Partnership 
for Global 
Infrastructure and 
Investment, or PGII. 

• The announcement is 
an official launch and a rebranding of what had been rolled out last year at the G7 in the UK as "Build Back 
Better World" (B3W). 

About BRI (Belt and Road Initiative)  

• Launched in 2013 as One Belt One Road, BRI is a Chinese infrastructure development project to fund the 
development of land and sea routes to link Asia, Africa, and Europe along the route of the historic Silk 
Road. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_Road
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Why Alternatives to BRI are emerging? 

• Fragmented nature: Belt and Road is 
not a unified, coherent strategy, but 
rather as a fragmented collection of 
bilateral arrangements made on 
different terms.  

• Opaque nature causing mistrust: The 
Chinese government has never 
published detailed information about 
the size and terms of Belt and Road 
loans. 

• Debt trap diplomacy:  According to 
reports, over 40 lower- and middle-
income countries (LMIC) now have 
levels of debt exposure to China higher 
than 10 per cent of their national GDP. 
o China took Sri Lanka's 

Hambantota port on a 99-
year lease, on account to Sri 
Lanka's failure to pay Chinese 
debt. 

• Slow progress due to 
implementation issues: As per a 
report, 35% of the BRI 
infrastructure project portfolio 
has encountered corruption 
scandals, labour violations, 
environmental hazards, and 
public protests.  

• Environmental costs: The BRI has 
been criticized for causing severe 
and irreversible impacts on the 
environment and jeopardizing 
progress towards long-term 
sustainable development. 

What are the other alternatives to 
BRI? 

• EU’s Global 
Gateway Project: 
The project aims to 
mobilise up to €300 
billion in 
investments 
between 2021 and 
2027 to underpin a 
lasting global 
recovery.  
o It will support 

smart 
investments, 
respecting 
highest social 
and 
environmental 
standards, in line with international norms and standards. 

About Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment (PGII) 

• It seeks to provide an alternative to China’s estimated $1 
trillion in hard infrastructure investment around the world in 
the last decade. 

• This G7 initiative is funding projects in four major categories: 
o clean energy,  
o health systems,  
o gender equality  
o information and communications technology. 

• At the centre of PGII is a different approach to financing 
infrastructure projects: using limited official finance to 
catalyse greater volumes of private capital.  
o This stands in contrast to BRI, which provides financing 

largely via state-to-state channels creating unsustainable 
debt levels. 

• The idea is to combine government funding with private 
capital from pension funds, private equity funds and insurance 
funds, among others.  

India’s concerns over BRI 

• Geopolitical concerns: India is particularly concerned about the BRI 
infrastructure and connectivity projects in the smaller South Asian 
countries and Indian Ocean littoral states. 

• Sovereignty and security concerns:  India is opposed to one of the 
flagship projects of the BRI: China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) which connect China’s Xinjiang autonomous region with 
Pakistan’s Balochistan Province.  
o It contends that the project runs through (Pakistan-controlled) 

Kashmir and hence it ‘violates Indian sovereignty.  
India’s response 

• MAUSAM project to strengthen bilateral ties with countries in the 
Indian Ocean region. 

• SAGAR (security and growth for all in the region) concept with 
multiple objectives such as:  
o protecting maritime interests,  
o enhancing economic and security cooperation in the littoral,  
o promoting collective action to deal with maritime threats,  
o building greater trust and promoting respect for maritime 

rules, norms and peaceful resolution of disputes. 

• Increased aid, investment and other economic engagements to 
counter Chinese influence in neighbouring countries. 



 

 
58 

© Vision IAS       DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL 

• Clean Green Initiative: Launched by UK at COP26, a with over 3 billion pound of climate financing for clean 
and resilient infrastructure in sectors such as clean energy, transport and urban development in 
developing countries over the next five years. 

• Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC): This bilateral partnership between India and Japan intends to foster 
quality and sustainable infrastructure, development projects, and connectivity in Africa. 

Opportunities for India in Global Infrastructure 

• Partnership with EU: Recently, EU signed a Comprehensive Connectivity Partnership with India to 
support ‘resilient and sustainable connectivity projects’ in Africa, Central Asia, and Indo-Pacific for digital, 
energy, transport and people-to-people connectivity. 

• Bilateral engagements: The space created due to distrust over China and the ills of BRI lends can be filled 
by India especially in development projects in African and South-east Asian countries (where traditionally 
both China and India have been competing).  

Way Forward for India 

• Improving Policy Coordination: Plan and support large scale, high impact infrastructural development 
projects by streamlining the bureaucratic web and creating single-point processes.  

• Enhancing Viability of Projects: Promote economic cooperation by facilitating cross-border investments 
and deepen supply chain integration to address the damaging impact of Covid-19. 

• Overcoming Capital deficiency: By deepening the bilateral and multilateral financial Integration among 
like-minded nations with use of private sector-to-private sector financing model. 

• Promoting Democratic Values: Promote people to people cultural exchange with visible performance 
improvements through projects to gain people’s trust and confidence. 

• Building domestic capabilities with a long-term perspective to offer more services from creating 
infrastructure to offering mobility and other solutions. 

3.5. RISE OF THE MINILATERALS 

Why in news? 

The present geopolitical landscape has witnessed a widespread emergence of multifarious groupings, 
popularly referred to as Minilaterals, based upon the shared understanding and threat perceptions, with 
regards to strategically viable areas. 

About Minilaterals 

Minilaterals refer to informal and more targeted initiatives intended to address a specific threat, 
contingency or security issue with fewer states sharing the same interest for resolving it within a finite 
period of time. For example,  

• Minilaterals formed for security cooperation, such as the Quad, the India-Japan-US trilateral, and the 
India-France-Australia trilateral. 

• Regional and diverse clubs for international economic cooperation, such as the EU and ASEAN and 
G20. 

Factors responsible for the rise of Minilaterals 

• Easier to strike convergence in interests: Smaller partnerships can focus on specific mutual objectives and 
goals. 

• Strategic rationale: The India-France-Australia trilateral is a natural fit for all three because of their stake 
in ensuring a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific order. 

• Moving beyond uncertainties created by certain partners: Partners of larger groupings might find in their 
interest to move to smaller partnerships. For example- To overcome unpredictability of American policies. 

• Seeking Informal dialogues: Trilaterals are an effective way to discuss emerging issues in a flexible manner 
without establishing rigid commitments and going through lengthy formal negotiations. 

• Overcoming challenges pertaining to multilateralism and multilateral institutions: 
o Polarization and ideological infighting: Multilateral institutions/groupings are often led by a few 

influential leaders. This leaves little or no space for addressing individual standpoints. 
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o Reverse globalization and rise in protectionist tendencies: Countries have started looking inwards 
and find it difficult to cooperate on multilateral platforms beyond their national interests.  

o Institutional sclerosis: It is a phenomenon where institutions fail to adapt and change at a sufficient 
pace. Existing Multilateral institutions are facing difficulties to address new and emerging global 
challenges such as climate change, data privacy, cyber security etc. 

Can Minilaterals replace Multilateral groupings? 
Minilaterals are being seen as an alternative route to form partnerships and coalitions “of the willing” to resolve issues 
of regional and global concern but they have their own shortcomings:  

• They present the dangers of undermining critical international organizations and reducing accountability in global 
governance. 
o For instance, the G20’s Mutual Assessment Process (MAP)—where members share national economic plans 

and disclose their potential negative impacts—has been criticized for being ‘toothless’. 

• They promote soft law mechanisms i.e. voluntary and non-binding targets, and not legally binding commitments. 
o It results to be less effective in shaping state policy, interests, and behavior and can hamper the existence of 

a rules-based framework in the global order. 

• They may reduce the incentive for countries to engage with multilateral frameworks (such as WHO or UNICEF)- 
a possibility that impacts their relevance and hamper their programmes.  

• They may have a detrimental effect on countries that are not part of negotiations. 
o For developing countries, their numbers are their greatest bargaining power. In minilateral, they can be 

influenced by the developed countries. 

• As a result, while minilaterals cannot replace multilateral groupings to achieve true global cooperation, they 
can supplement the work of multilateral organizations by providing a platform for diplomacy, confidence-
building, and cooperation. 

3.5.1. INDIA, IRAN, ARMENIA TRILATERAL 

Why in news? 

India, Iran and Armenia held a round of 
political consultations in Yerevan and 
agreed to hold future meetings in a 
trilateral format. 

Significance of the trilateral 

• Revitalise the INSTC: India intends to 
extend the INSTC through Armenia to 
connect the Chabahar port and the 
Indian Ocean to Eurasia and Finland.  

• Seen as counter to the Pakistan-
Azerbaijan-Turkey trilateral: In 2021 
Baku Declaration, Pakistan-
Azerbaijan-Turkey agreed to support each 
other’s territorial integrity, while underlining 
their respective priorities.  The declaration is 
seen as an expression of overt support for  
o Azerbaijan’s campaign in Karabakh,  
o Pakistan’s claims in Jammu and Kashmir, 

and  
o Turkey’s standpoint vis-à-vis the Cyprus, 

Aegean and East Mediterranean 
disputes. 

• Nagorno-Karabakh: This disputed territory 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan, is also a 
key factor in these two different trilaterals.  
o Nagorno-Karabakh is internationally 

recognised as part of Azerbaijan, but 
most of the region is controlled by 
Armenian separatists.  
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o The Minsk Group was created in 1994 to address the dispute and is co-chaired by the United States, 
France, and Russia.  
✓ Turkey and Pakistan have traditionally supported Azerbaijan in the conflict, Iran and India have 

supported Armenia. 

Points of Convergences 

India and 
Armenia 
 
 
 
 
 

• Celebrated 30 years of bilateral diplomatic relations in 2022.  

• Enjoy active political ties and effective cooperation within international bodies.  

• Under a newly inked export agreement, India would send military weapons such as missiles, 
rockets, and ammunition to Armenia. 

• India’s External Affairs Minister visited Armenia in 2021. It was the first visit by an Indian Foreign 
Minister since establishment of diplomatic relations in 1992. 

• Free trade agreement (FTA) between India and the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) is currently 
being negotiated.  
o Since Armenia is an EAEU member, the conclusion of this FTA would contribute to boosting 

bilateral trade. 

India and 
Iran  

• Relations span millennia with both countries having historic ties and sharing a common cultural 
heritage.  

• The Chabahar port in Iran has been key to connectivity between the two nations.  

• Both are signatories to INSTC agreement.  

Iran and 
Armenia 

• Share a border and enjoy robust ties.  

• Two countries have been focusing on deepening their trade and economic cooperation.  

• Armenia serves as a transit route for Iran to access the EAEU.  

Conclusion 

In trilateral terms, the Iran-India-Armenia would-be axis is focused on trade, in particular a Persian Gulf-Black 
Sea trade route that would allow Indian goods to be shipped West. Also, this regional cooperation is going to 
strengthen the Asian and Eurasian regions of the world. 

3.5.2. INDIA-JAPAN-SOUTH KOREA TRILATERAL  

Why in news? 

Experts believe that with the improvement in relationship between Japan and South Korea, India can 
reapproach the possibility of steering the trilateral initiative that was conceptualised over a decade ago. 

Need for India-Japan-South Korea trilateral: 

• To create a level playing field in Indo-Pacific: The increased aggression of China in the Indian Ocean region 
and the South China Sea can only be checked by the culmination of regional powers. 

• To establish mutually beneficial relationship: India’s ambition to improve its manufacturing abilities can 
be better fuelled by investments from Japan and technology from South Korea. 

• To create Supply Chain Resilience: reducing the dependence on Chinese imports is an important 
parameter and the three countries can counter-balance the necessity of imports from China. 

• To tackle hostile neighbours better: Hostile neighbourhood is a common feature for the trio due to the 
presence of Pakistan for India and Russia (Kuril Islands), China (Senkaku Islands) and North Korea for 
Japan and South Korea. 

• To curtail the territorial ambitions of China: China making inroads in Arunachal and Ladakh also infringes 
the sovereignty of Korea in Yellow Sea and that of Japan in the Senkaku island region of East China Sea. 

Challenges pertaining to the trilateral: 

• Historically Bitter relationship between Japan and South Korea: The Colonial rule of Japan over Korea has 
created a rift between the two countries on many fronts. 

• India’s association with Russia: While both Japan and South Korea have very close ties with USA and 
sanctioned Russia for its Ukraine aggression, India’s alignment with Russia can irk the other two countries. 

• Existing Trade deficits: With respect to India, the trade deficits are in favour of Japan and South Korea, 
and Indian goods still face large number of barriers in these two countries. 



 

 
61 

DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL     © Vision IAS 

• Language Barrier: The lack of a common language acts a barrier in establishing better people to people 
connect and the percentage of English-speaking population in all the three countries is also competitively 
low. 

Way Forward 

• Utilise the forums of G20 and G7: While India spearheads the G20, the G7 is currently under the presidency 
of Japan. These forums can be used as opportunity to strengthen the trilateral relationship. 

• By establishing better people to people connect: Establishment of cultural centres between the countries 
and exchange of students between their premier educational institutions can be improved. 

• By utilising India’s Soft power: Buddha and his ideas can be used to spearhead the soft power of India 
over the two countries, which have sizeable number of Buddhist population. 

• By including South Korea in QUAD: Including South Korean in the QUAD grouping will strengthen its 
position against China in its limits, thereby strengthening the trio’s stand against China. 

• By improving the military exercises: While military exercises between India and Japan like JIMEX, Dharma 
Guardian, Quad are already active, avenues for trilateral military exercises needs to be explored. 

3.5.3. INDIA-FRANCE-AUSTRALIA TRILATERAL 

Why in News? 

The Second Ministerial level, India-France-Australia (IFA) trilateral focal Points meeting was held recently 
after a gap of 2 years. 

More about IFA 

• The IFA trilateral was initiated by France in 2021, with the objective of creating an independent alternative 
to the U.S led regional architecture in Indo-Pacific.  

• The trilateral partnership is focused on maritime security, global commons, blue economy and 
humanitarian relief efforts in the Indo-Pacific. 

• Later by end of 2021, France pulled out of the alliance citing Australia’s involvement in AUKUS. However, 
the alliance was revived recently. 

• Now, they are discussing to elevate the trilateral to the leader’s level.  

Significance of the trilateral 

• Territorial Presence in the region: France has its territorial possessions in Reunion and other islands of the 
Indian Ocean. 
o There is a natural congruence between India’s SAGAR vision, France’s Indo-Pacific vision and the 

Australia's Security and Stability stand in the Indo-Pacific. 

• Impetus to the Blue Economy: Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing in the region accounts 
for 16% to 34% of all catches in the region and this can be reduced by continuous monitoring, control and 
surveillance arrangements between IFA. 

• Union of like-minded states: All the three countries respect a rules-based order informed by the 
sovereign equality of nations and the need to guard against coercion and interference, whether from 
states or from terrorism. 

Challenges faced by the trilateral 

• Australia’s inclination towards USA: France had already pulled out of the trilateral once and had also 
cancelled one of its ‘Attack-class’ submarine project due to Australia’s inclination with USA in the region. 

• Increasing Chinese presence in the region: China’s strategic thrust into the Southern Pacific, push to 
exercise administrative control over claimed areas in the East and South China Seas and on its border with 
India.  

• Paucity of resources: None of the three nations have the resources to achieve their regional objectives on 
their own; and they will require cooperation with like-minded partners and regional nations. 

• Need to widen the area of cooperation: The trilateral partnership currently focuses only on maritime 
security, the blue economy and humanitarian relief efforts. 
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Way forward 

• Strategic division of the Indo-Pacific: A 
Strategic division of the entire Indo-Pacific to 
be done, similar to the Japan-Australia alliance 
that strategically divided the Indo-Pacific into 
two (East and West Pacific), adopting different 
strategic approaches towards balancing China. 

• India to take the lead: As India maintains a 
cordial relationship with the other two Countries; it should come forward in mitigating French 
reservations and achieve a common meeting ground for all. 

• Pushing for the leader level summits to improve the ties and areas of cooperation at a faster pace.   

• Building structures of Cooperation for other areas of cooperation like intelligence sharing, maritime 
domain awareness, etc. 

3.5.4. INDIA-BRAZIL-SOUTH AFRICA (IBSA) TRILATERAL  

Why In News? 

Brazil assumed the chair of the IBSA forum in March 2023 from India and the grouping also completes its 20 
years of existence in 2023. 

More on News 

• The Brazilian Presidency is planning to strengthen IBSA in its three pillars-political coordination, trilateral 
cooperation and cooperation with other developing countries, through the IBSA Fund. 

About IBSA 

• It was established in 2004 and is managed by the UN Office for South-South Co-operation.  

• It seeks to facilitate the execution of human development projects for the advancement of the fight 
against poverty and hunger in developing countries.  

• For India, IBSA presents an opportunity to put forth stronger voice in global affairs, increase trade and 
commerce with MERCOSUR and gain support for India’s UNSC reform with Brazil via G4.  

Challenges in IBSA 

• The advent of BRICS: The evolution of the BRICS forum in 2009, in which all the three countries are 
members is currently more active when compared to the earlier formed IBSA. 

• No Scheduled meetings of the heads on a regular basis and they have met for only 5 times since the 
beginning and no meeting has taken place since 2011. 

• Mixed Security Concerns: The IBSA National Security advisors meeting is yet to take place after its 
inaugural run in 2021. 

• Trade talks: The proposed FTA between India-MERCOUSR-SACU is yet to be established to connect the 
major economies of the three continents. 

Conclusion 

By regular meetings and working collectively, IBSA as a platform has the potential to leverage better say for 
the developing world in the global geopolitics. In this process, it will aid better people to people connect 
among the three IBSA nations.  

3.6. NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION (NATO) 

Why in news? 

NATO Summit was held recently in Madrid (Spain) amid Russia-Ukraine War. 

About NATO 

• NATO was formed in 1949 with the aim of acting as a deterrent to the threat of Soviet expansion in Europe 
after World War II.  

• Purpose: The organization acts as a collective security alliance with the aim of providing mutual defense 
through military and political means if a member state is threatened by an external country. (Article 5 of 
the NATO charter). 

Related news 

• Australia-India-Indonesia trilateral meeting recently 
took place along the sidelines of the 77th session of 
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA 77). 
o The objective of the trilateral is to strengthen 

cooperation under the framework of the Indian 
Ocean Rim Association (IORA), Indo-Pacific, G20 
and the blue economy. 
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o Article 5 has been invoked once, by the 
United States, in the wake of the 9/11 
attacks in 2001. 

• Members: It had 12 founding members 
including United States, the United Kingdom, 
France and the total number of member 
states today are 31. 
o NATO's Opendoor policy (Article 10 of the 

charter), allows any European country 
that can enhance and contribute "to the 
security of the North Atlantic area" to 
join. 

• Major Non-NATO Ally Status: It is 
a designation given by the US government 
to close allies that have strategic working 
relationships with the US Armed Forces but 
are not members of the NATO. 
o The US has designated 30 other 

countries including Japan, S.Korea, 
Japan, Israel etc. as major non-NATO 
allies. 

o The status confers a variety of military 
and financial advantages that otherwise 
are not obtainable by non-NATO countries. 

Relevance of NATO in contemporary times  

• To deal with a rapidly changing security 
environment: NATO condemned Russia's 
aggression against Ukraine and offers unwavering 
support for Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. 
o For nearly 20 years, NATO Allies and partner 

countries had military forces deployed to 
Afghanistan to ensure that the country would 
not again become a safe haven for international 
terrorists. 

o NATO remains a key pillar in the fight against 
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) with its 
support of the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS.  

o It is the longest surviving inter-governmental security organisation of the world and its membership 
has increased over the period of time.  

• Response to COVID: NATO responded to the COVID-19 crisis by protecting military personnel, facilitating 
the airlift of critical medical supplies, and harnessing resources to deliver innovative responses.  
o NATO’s Eastward Expansion: Key decisions taken at the recent summit point towards NATO’s 

eastward expansion from Europe to Asia-Pacific. This highlights its ensuing role in establishing peace 
and stability in the Asian region.  

o China has been named in the NATO’s document for the first time. 
o For the first time, four Indo-Pacific countries- Australia, Japan, New Zealand and the Republic of Korea 

joined a NATO summit, to deepen cooperation and address global challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issues with NATO 

• Conflicts and Difference of opinion among members: 
NATO leaders have fundamentally different views about 
terrorism, Russia, and European security.  
o Conflicts among NATO members — for example, 

Greece and Turkey — have sharpened. 

• Lack of a clearly-defined mission 

• The alliance is losing its edge in strategic competition 
with an increasingly technologically advanced, militarily 
capable and politically aggressive Russia. 

Why NATO is focusing on China? 
NATO has justified its new focus on China as a 
“collective defence” against what it views as Chinese 
encroachment on European interests:  

• Key ports, such as the Port of Piraeus in Greece, 
one of the largest in Europe, are now majority-
owned by Chinese companies. 

• Increased Chinese naval patrols in the Atlantic 
ocean region. 

• China’s rising interest in the Arctic Sea. 

• Extensive cyberattacks on Western commercial 
and military targets by Chinese state. 

• Claims of Chinese ownership over the resource-
rich waters of South China Sea, an strategically 
vital waterway. 

Related news 
China Select Committee of US House recommends making 
India part of NATO Plus Five. 

• NATO Plus Five is a security arrangement bringing 
together NATO and five aligned nations (Australia, 
New Zealand, Japan, Israel, and South Korea) to boost 
global defence cooperation. 

• Importance of recommendation 
o For the US, it is aimed at winning the strategic 

competition with China across the Indo-Pacific 
region and ensuring the security of Taiwan. 

o For India, it would facilitate seamless intelligence 
sharing between these countries and India. 
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3.7. SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANISATION (SCO) 

 

3.7.1. SCO MEETING 

Why in news?  

22nd Meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) took place in 
Samarkand, Uzbekistan. 

Key highlights of the meeting 

• Samarkand declaration was adopted. 
• SCO Presidency was handed over to India and India will host the SCO 2023 summit. 
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• Varanasi, was 
declared as the SCO 
Tourism and 
Cultural Capital for 
2022-2023 to 
promote the rich 
heritage and 
the tourism 
potential of SCO 
member states. 

• Iran was accepted as 
a permanent 
member of the SCO.  

• India’s take in the 
Summit: 
o  Food 

Security: India 
emphasised the initiative to promote millets and address issues related to food security. 

o  Traditional Medicine: India to take initiative for new SCO working group on traditional medicines. 
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3.8. QUAD 

 

3.8.1. QUAD SUMMIT 

Why in news? 

2023 Quad Summit was held recently on the side lines of the G7 Summit in Hiroshima.  

Key Outcomes of the Summit 

• ‘Quad Infrastructure Fellowships Programme’: To support policymakers and practitioners in the region to 
design, build and manage sustainable and viable infrastructure in their countries. 

• Partnership for Cable Connectivity and Resilience: To leverage Quad’s collective expertise in the design, 
manufacturing, laying, and maintenance of undersea cables. 

• Quad support for a small-scale Open Radio Access Networks(ORAN) deployment in Palau, the first in the 
Pacific region.  

• India to host next Quad summit in 2024. 
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3.9. EASTERN ECONOMIC FORUM (EEF) 

Why in news? 

Prime Minister virtually attended the seventh Eastern 
Economic Forum (EEF) hosted by Russia in Vladivostok.  

More about news 

• Year 2022 marks the 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Consulate of India in 
Vladivostok. 

About Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) 

• The EEF was established in 2015 to encourage 
foreign investments in the Russia’s Far East (RFE) 
region.  

• EEF displays the economic potential, suitable 
business conditions and investment opportunities 
in the region and aimed at connecting the Far East 
with the Asia Pacific region. 

• As of 2022, almost 2,729 investment projects are 
being planned in the region.  

• The agreements focus on 
infrastructure, transportation 
projects, mineral excavations, 
etc. 

• About Russia’s Far East (RFE) 
Region: 
o Far Eastern Federal District 

(FEFD) is the easternmost 
part of Russia and borders 
the Pacific and the Arctic 
ocean, and five countries 
(China, Japan, Mongolia, the 
United States and the North 
Korea). 

o The region encompasses 1/3rd of Russia’s territory and is rich with natural resources such as fish, oil, 
natural gas, wood, diamonds, coal and other minerals. 

o The Russian government has strategically developed the region with the aim of connecting Russia to 
the Asian trading routes.  

India’s opportunities and Interest in RFE 

• To boost the strategic partnership between 
India and Russia by strengthening cooperation 
in trade, economics and investment. 
o India's 'Act Far-East' policy has become a 

key pillar of the 'Special and Privileged 
Strategic Partnership' of India and Russia.  

• Complementing India’s Indo-Pacific Vision: Act 
far east policy also helps India to take a more 
considered stand regarding the South China Sea since the proposed maritime route with Russia goes 
through it.  

• Employment and investment opportunities for Indians: Indian professionals like engineers and teachers 
can help in the region’s development. 

• Resource Rich Region: The region has an abundance of energy including alternative source of energy and 
land suitable for agriculture, two resources that India will need in to sustain economic growth. 

Major actors and their interests in the RFE region 

• China: It is the biggest investor in the region (account for 90% of the 
total investments).  
o It is promoting the Chinese BRI and the Polar Sea Route in the 

RFE. 
o It is also looking to develop its Heilongjiang province which 

connects with the RFE.  
o Collaborating with Russia on connecting the cities of 

Blagoveshchensk and Heihe, supplying natural gas, and a rail 
bridge connecting the cities of Nizhneleninskoye and Tongjiang. 

• South Korea: It has invested in shipbuilding projects, manufacturing 
of electrical equipment, gas-liquefying plants, etc. 

• Japan:  It sees RFE as market for its agro-technologies. 

Initiatives by India in RFE region 

• NITI Aayog and Ministry for Development of the 
Russian Far East and Arctic are working on a plan to 
develop the Arctic and Russia’s Far East between 
2020 and 2025. 

• India offered a $1 billion line of credit to develop 
infrastructure in the region. 

• Oil and Natural Gas Corporation purchased stakes in 
the Sakhalin-1 project in the region.  

• India, Japan and Russia concluded their first Track II 
negotiations about joint Far East projects. 
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• Connectivity: The plans to connect the port of Chennai with Vladivostok would provide both India and 
Russia an alternative sea-route with respect to the Suez Canal.  

Way ahead for India 

• Harness the soft power potential to gain leverage in the Far East and enhance its engagement. 

• Labour migration is a crucial step in strengthening India’s engagement in the FAR needs to be promoted.  

• Explore the possibility of investing in infrastructural projects like Chahbahar port project in the Far East 
to gain leverage in commercial benefits. 

• Examining prospects in other areas: Timber, tourism, healthcare and pharmaceuticals hold potential 
for future cooperation. 

• Balancing in the Indo-pacific: Russian opposition to the Indo-Pacific and the Quad as a containment 
strategy needs to be dispelled through more significant Russian involvement in the IOR through India’s 
SAGAR initiative.  

3.9.1. INDIA IN ARCTIC  

Why in News? 

Norway has taken over the presidency of the 
8 member Arctic Council from Russia till 2025. 

About Artic Council 

• It was established by 8 Arctic Countries 
(Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, Russia, Sweden and USA) 
through the Ottawa Declaration of 1996. 

• India has observer status till 2024.   

Current state of Arctic Council 

• As a protest against Russia’s 
aggression on Ukraine, the other 
seven Arctic members announced a 
suspension of participation in all 
activities of the Council in March 2022. 

• In June 2022, the Council resumed the 
activities on a limited scale over the 
areas which do not involve Russian 
participation but all new projects and 
initiatives are stalled. 
o In 2014, Russia created a new Arctic Command and it has opened hundreds of new and former Soviet-

era Arctic military sites, including airfields and deep-water ports. 

• India is currently an Observer member on the Arctic Council . Recently, the government unveiled 
India’s Arctic policy document. 
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Significance of Arctic engagement to India: 

• Enhances Connectivity: The Northern Sea Route which would connect the North Atlantic to the North 
Pacific- linking Europe with Asia - through the short polar arc, can help India at various levels.  

• Building Geopolitical network: By Engaging with the members of the Council in multi-disciplinary areas.  

• Utilization of its Resources: The Arctic Sea is estimated to have around 13% of the world’s oil and nearly 
30% of natural gas, it also hosts vast reserves of Rare Earth minerals. 

• Understanding Indian Monsoon: The study of the Arctic is critical to Indian scientists, as the region 
influences the Monsoon pattern over Indian Subcontinent . 

• Understanding Glacial melt in Himalayas: The research over the Arctic melt can help Indian scientists 
to better understand the glacial melt in the Himalayas. 

Challenges pertaining to India’s engagement in Arctic: 

• Defunct nature of the Council: The current defunct nature of the council has interrupted various on-going 
studies and research by the Indian Scientists in the region. 

• Reduced role of Observers in the Council: The observer states have no say in the decision-making process 
of the council and the status is provided only for a period of 5 years. 

• China’s ambitions: China is actively pushing to establish its polar silk road in the region and the fast-
melting ice in the region is aiding its ambition. 
o In 2018, China declared itself a ‘Near-Arctic State’ with interest in shipping, research and exploration 

projects in the Arctic to exploit regions’ oil, gas, minerals etc. 

• Increased affiliation of Russia towards China: Having been side-lined by the other members of the Council, 
Russia is actively engaging with China in various fronts to establish its supremacy in the region. 

• On-going Territorial disputes: The region is already marred with various territorial disputes and the 
current division in the Arctic Council will make activities like exploration of minerals more difficult in the 
region. 

Way forward 

• Build consensus among the Observer countries:  13 Observer countries in the Council, by engaging 
collectively, can vouch for uninterrupted Research and Exploration in the region.  

• Balancing the stance between the divide:  While Russia is actively exporting its arctic oil to India, a 
balanced stand with the other seven members of the group is also essential  for India’s Geopolitical 
interests.  

• Passively curtail the influence of China:  The growing influence of China, which is also an observer in 
the Council needs to be checked by diplomatic efforts.  

• Fine-tune internal mechanisms: A single Arctic coordinator can be appointed by the Government 
instead of the existing four divisions in Ministry of External Affairs  to deal with the region.  

 

Arctic: Debate of a Global Common 

• Global Common refers to areas and natural resources that 
are not subject to the national jurisdiction of a particular 
state but are shared by other states, if not the international 
community as a whole.  

• The high seas, the deep seabed, outer space, the Moon and 
other celestial bodies can be viewed as global commons. 

• As per current understanding, the central part of the Arctic 
region is considered as a High Sea, thus a global common.  

Logic Behind Arctic to be considered as a global common:  

• Experts cite that in 2017, the Arctic Five and key fishery 
industry leaders — the EU, China, Iceland, Japan, South 
Korea — signed an international agreement to temporarily 
ban commercial fishing for 16 years in the Arctic’s high seas.  

• Negotiating with states like the EU and China shows that the 
Arctic Five acknowledge that they don’t have sole authority 
to determine what happens in the central Arctic Ocean. 

Challenges in Arctic’s Governance 

• Waterways: The three routes in order of the possibility of 
being opened up (refer map) when the Arctic Ice Melts.  
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• Militarisation: Experts point out that global warming and a race for resources could lead to conflict in the Arctic. 
Already the region has seen military presence from US, Russia, Canada, etc.  

Way ahead 
Before resources extraction, preserving the Arctic Ice is necessary for Earth’s Albedo. Arctic sea ice acts as a huge 
white reflector at the top of the planet, bouncing some of the sun’s rays back into space, helping keep the Earth at an 
even temperature. The region’s governance is thus very crucial.  

3.10. BRICS 
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3.10.1. BRICS EXPANSION 

Why in News? 

BRICS is considering expanding its 
membership, and countries including 
Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, Egypt, 
Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE 
have expressed interest in joining. 

Underlying challenges of Expansion 

• Still at developing stage: The BRICS 
grouping is yet evolving as an organization and needs time to develop its institutions and governance 
structure.  

• Various levels of development: BRICS countries differ significantly in terms of economic development. 
Expansion may further limit the cooperation among countries. 

• Lack of consensus building: There is a lack of extensive dialogue and consensus-building among member 
states about expansion as India is not in favor of outright expansion. 
o India is insisting on establishment of a well-defined criteria for the proposed addition of new 

members. 

• Managing the group: Expansion could generate resistance from BRICS members and the fairly informal 
group might be even more difficult to manage after expansion. 

• Geopolitics: Many countries interpret the development as the China’s move towards expanding its sphere 
of influence by getting in more like-minded countries.  

Way forward 

• Socioeconomic convergence: The existing member countries must prioritize economic and social 
cohesion among themselves. 

• Selective expansion: By carefully selecting new members, BRICS can ensure a smooth integration process 
and preserve the organization’s core objectives. 

• Impartial selection: Inclusion in BRICS should solely be based on the merits of a member state and their 
ability to contribute to the objectives and future agenda of the grouping. 

• Building trust: its member states should focus on institution building, fostering trust, sharing knowledge, 
promoting trade and development, and advancing developmental finance.  
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3.11. ASEAN 
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3.11.1. INDIA-ASEAN SUMMIT 

Why in news? 

Recently, 19th India- ASEAN summit was held in Cambodia. 

More about news 

• 2022 is being celebrated as ASEAN-India Friendship Year as the summit also marked 30th anniversary of 
India-ASEAN dialogue. 

• Key highlights of the summit 
o Both sides elevated ties from strategic to Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) to focus on 

specific areas including Maritime security, projects in Indo-Pacific, Cybersecurity and inter-operability 
of digital financial systems etc. 
✓ CSP will enable cooperation in areas like energy, health, investments in Make in India, 

technology, climate change, etc. 
o India announced an additional outlay of $5 million for ASEAN-India Science and Technology Fund. 

✓ The Fund, established in 2008, facilitates support to R&D projects and associated project 
development activities. 

o Expedite review of ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITGA) to make it more user friendly. 
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3.12. G20 

 

3.12.1. BALI DECLARATION 

Why in News?  

The 17th G20 summit concluded recently with the adoption of Bali declaration.  
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More on News 

• The motto for this G-20 summit was Recover Together, Recover Stronger. 

• Also, India took over the presidency of G20 from Indonesia. 

Key Highlights of the Bali Declaration-2022 

• The Group highlighted its differences in the on-going war in Ukraine and asked for Russia’s complete 
withdrawal from the territories of Ukraine. 

• Group also reassured its commitment to secure Global Food security and welcomed the Black Sea Grain 
initiative brokered by Turkey and UN. 

• The Group has welcomed the provision of additional financial resources, to assist in financing critical gaps 
in implementing International Health Regulations (2005)  
o It also applauded the establishment of a new Financial Intermediary Fund for Pandemic PPR (the 

‘Pandemic Fund’) hosted by the World Bank. 

Significance of G20 Presidency for India 

• India Taking Centre Stage: India's presidency of the G20 is seen as an important platform for advancing its 
interests and for promoting the country's profile on the global stage. 

• Economic Order Strengthening: With the theme of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,' India is steering an 
ambitious, people-centric agenda to address global challenges and facilitate sustainable economic 
development. 
o India has also used its membership in the G20 to promote economic cooperation and integration 

between developed and developing countries. 

• Multilateralism: Through a range of activities and events, India is able to demonstrate its commitment to 
multilateral cooperation and building bridges between different countries and regions. 

• Diverse Engagement areas: India has been active in G20 meetings and has taken a leadership role in several 
areas, such as promoting inclusive growth, increasing investment in infrastructure, and strengthening 
financial regulation.  

• Soft Power Diplomacy: India's celebration of its G20 Presidency can be seen as a demonstration of its 
emerging soft power, as it showcases the country's growing influence and reputation on the global stage.  

The platform is expected to be a mirror of India's independent foreign policy driven by its increasing economic 
might. 
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3.13. GROUP OF SEVEN (G-7) 
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3.13.1. G7 SUMMIT 

Why in News? 

49th Summit of G-7 group was recently held in Hiroshima, Japan.  

More on News 

• India along with countries like Australia, Brazil etc. was invited to the summit.  

• India gave 10-point action plan to address food, health, and development-related problems currently 
facing the world.  

Major Outcomes of the Summit  

• Economic resilience and economic security: Agreed to set up a Coordination Platform on Economic 
Coercion to counter any attempts to "weaponize" trading and economic dependencies in “critical and 
emerging technologies such as microelectronics.  
o They agreed on “de-risking” commercial ties with China. 

• Standards for Artificial intelligence (AI): Development and adoption of international technical standards 
for "trustworthy" AI. 

• Climate and energy: Members pledged to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 and to limit global warming 
to 1.5°C.  
o They also endorsed the G7 Clean Energy Economy Action Plan, which emphasizes the importance 

trade policies will play main role in reaching net-zero emissions. 

• Resilient Global Food Security: G7 produced a Hiroshima Action Statement on food security. 
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3.14. BIMSTEC 
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4. EFFECT OF POLICIES AND POLITICS OF DEVELOPED 
AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON INDIA’S 
INTERESTS 

4.1. TRANS-HIMALAYAN MULTI-DIMENSIONAL CONNECTIVITY NETWORK 

Why in news? 

China and Nepal agreed to build the Trans-Himalayan Multi-
Dimensional Connectivity Network. 

About The Trans-Himalayan Multi-Dimensional Connectivity 
Network (THMCN) 

• THMCN is an economic corridor proposed in 2019 
between Nepal and China as a part of China's BRI. 

• The corridor aims to enhance connectivity in ports, roads, 
railways, aviation, and communications. 

• The THMCN aims to pave the way for more integration 
between China and the rest of South Asia, solidify border 
controls and aid in the economic development and 
integration of China’s Tibet autonomous region (TAR). 

Concerns for India 

• Himalayan Quad: Many experts 
observe that China is trying to form a 
Himalayan Quad consisting of four 
Himalayan countries i.e. China, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nepal. 

• Impact on relations with Nepal: 
China’s infrastructure diplomacy has 
promised growth and development, 
while also providing Nepal with 
alternative trading routes that 
ameliorate its reliance on India. 

• Challenging India’s role in South Asia: 
China can present an alternative to 
South Asian nations. 

• Security concerns: The THMCN 
infrastructure initiative will pass near 
Lumbini, which is close to the Indian 
border.  

• Environmental impacts: 
Infrastructure projects running 
through fragile alpine ecosystems 
could exacerbate landslides and floods in the upper Himalayan states in India. 
o The new roads will also open up access for illegal loggers and help fuel the trade in endangered 

species, such as parts from tigers, rhinos and elephants, which are highly prized in China. 

Way ahead for India 

• Consolidate relation with Nepal: India must introduce new economic, developmental and 
infrastructure initiatives with Nepal. 

• Address Environmental concern: Himalayan region should come together to form a “Third Pole Council” 
and collectively tackle the environmental concerns plaguing the mountain range. 

• Improve connectivity in border region: Building up its border regions as opposed to keeping them 
disconnected will help India facilitate the movement of goods as well as troops. 

China’s outreach in the Himalayan region 

• China’s outreach in the region has been characterized by 
comprehensive security agreements, infrastructure-oriented 
aid, enhanced focus on trade, public-private partnerships, and 
increased economic and security cooperation during the 
recent COVID-19 pandemic. Examples witnessing the same 
include: 
o The China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
o China has invested in Wakhan Corridor Fiber Optic Survey 

Project to create cross-border fiber linkages connecting 
Afghanistan and China. 

India’s strategy in Himalayan Region 

• India began to formulate its own plans for regional connectivity 
in the Himalayas in 2013.  
o For instance, the Himalayan Rail Express aims to connect 

India’s northern territory of Leh in Jammu and Kashmir to 
the eastern territory of Hawai in Arunachal Pradesh. 

Limitation for India 

• India-driven connectivity developments have so far been limited 
due to unsettled boundary issues with Pakistan and Nepal. 

• A lack of a strategic vision on India’s part led to slow 
implementation and delays. 

• Tough Himalayan terrain on the Indian side compared to better 
conditions on the Tibetan Plateau. 



 

 
80 

© Vision IAS       DELHI | JAIPUR | PUNE | HYDERABAD | AHMEDABAD | LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | RANCHI | ALLAHABAD | BHOPAL 

4.2. AUKUS 

Why in news? 

AUKUS (US, UK and Australia) 
unveiled details of plan to create a 
new fleet of nuclear-powered 
submarines.  

About AUKUS 

• Announced in 2021, it is a new three-way strategic defence alliance between Australia, the UK and US.  

• It aims to boost defense capabilities, accelerate technological integration, and expand the industrial 
capacity of all three nation.  

• For facilitating sharing of critical technology, a legally binding tripartite agreement known as the 
Exchange of Naval Nuclear Propulsion Information Agreement (ENNPIA)  was signed in 2021. 

Implications of AUKUS 

• Shifting US Priorities in Asia: AUKUS is seen as US’s strong commitment to security of Indo-Pacific 
region.  

• Re-establish UK’s strategic footprint: After UK abandoned its security responsibilities East of Suez in 
late 1960s, it had become marginal to Asian security all these decades. AUKUS will renew its claim for a 
long-term role in Indo-Pacific security. 

• Strategic implication for Indo-Pacific: By strengthening the defence capabilities of Australia, AUKUS aims 
to achieve the vision of free, open, resilient and inclusive Indo-Pacific. 

• Model for similar collaboration: This template may be used to build the defence capabilities of other 
nations in the region. It would go a long way to contain the Chinese expansionist policy and thereby bring 
stability and peace in the region. 

• Others:  
o AUKUS has reinvigorated the idea of an 

“Anglosphere” that speaks of the 
enduring geopolitical bonds between 
the US, UK, Australia, Canada, and New 
Zealand. 

o Along with QUAD, Five Eyes and 
ANZUS, AUKUS can be viewed yet 
another indicator of the primacy of 
the US–Australia Strategic Depth 
across the Indo-Pacific.   

Concerns related to AUKUS 

• Lack of clarity: There is a lack of clarity about AUKUS’s strategic purpose and how AUKUS narrative would 
be rolled out to allies, partners, and adversaries. 
o All three countries say that AUKUS will stabilise the Indo-Pacific, but none of them have yet explained 

how it will do that. 

• Undermines Nuclear non-proliferation:  AUKUS requires Australia to become the first non-nuclear 
weapons state to remove material from the inspection of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). This undermines the spirit and objectives of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

• Opposition by China: Experts have raised concerns that it may provoke China to act more aggressively in 
disputed areas like the South China Sea and the East China Sea.  

• Widened divide in trans-Atlantic relationship: AUKUS has also widened the divide in the trans-Atlantic 
relationship between the US and Europe.  
o Australia had scrapped a diesel-powered submarine agreement with France in favour of AUKUS, 

undermining strategic partnership between France and Australia. 

Conclusion 

AUKUS is progressing, but there’s a long way to go. There is a need to give clarity regarding specific objectives 
AUKUS partners seek to achieve across vastly different technology sectors. AUKUS’s potential to tangibly 
impact the Indo-Pacific geopolitical discourse can perhaps only be seen in the long term. 
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India and AUKUS 
Significance 

• Complements the Quad in geostrategic arena: It can be a game changer alliance for Quad as well by increasing 
the cumulative capacity of Quad to deal with China as a common threat. Leveraging AUKUS would strengthen 
Quad to keep the Indo-Pacific region free, open and inclusive. 

• Strategic collaboration with France: It also provides a window of opportunity for strategic collaboration with 
France and deepening trust with European nations.   

Concerns 

• Erosion of India’s regional influence: There is a concern over possibility of erosion of India’s regional pre-
eminence in Eastern Indian Ocean with the crowding of nuclear attack submarines in the future.  

• May Increase Chinese aggressiveness: AUKUS could push China into assuming a more adventurous posture by 
deploying more warships and submarines in the Eastern Indian Ocean. Critics argue that AUKUS could push India-
China maritime dynamics into a negative spiral. 
o It also does not mitigate the strategic threat India faces in the Himalayas. 

• May shift balance of power in Indo-pacific: As AUKUS partners expand cooperation in advanced capabilities, 
balance of power in the Indo-Pacific could shift in ways that India has not entirely accounted for. 

• Impact on Quad: Critics argue that AUKUS diminishes the value and usefulness of the Quad. 

4.3. COMPREHENSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE AGREEMENT FOR TRANS-
PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (CPTPP) 

Why in news? 

Recently, the United 
Kingdom agreed to 
join CPTPP. It will 
become the first new 
member and the first 
country in Europe to 
join the CPTPP.  

Significance of CPTPP 

• Trade in goods: 
Elimination of 
tariffs and 
reduction in non-
tariff barriers in CPTPP export markets. 

• Equal treatment in Government 
procurement to foreign as well as 
domestic suppliers.  

• Predictability and transparency: 
Common and transparent trade and 
investment rules. 

• Labour and the environment: Clear 
commitments to uphold CPTPP 
members’ respective standards on labour 
and environment. 

• Addressing governance and emerging 
issues: It includes rules against 
corruption, reducing unfair competition 
by state-owned enterprises, and ensuring 
a liberalized environment for electronic 
commerce. 
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Why India did not join the CPTPP? What is India missing by not joining CPTPP? 

• Stringent standards on intellectual property rights: It 
can extend pharmaceutical company monopolies. 

• CPTPP Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) 
mechanism: It hinders regulation of the investment 
ecosystem and by passes economic sovereignty of India.  
o ISDS is a mechanism that provides foreign investors, 

with the right to access an international tribunal to 
resolve investment disputes. 

• Required economic concessions: India has recognized 
that the sweeping economic concessions required to join 
CPTPP are too drastic to take from an Indian perspective. 

• Possibility of de-industrialisation: Rules on market 
access to goods, could pose severe challenges to India’s 
manufacturing sector. This may harm the industrial 
sector in the long term.  

• Competitiveness: Reduced tariffs would have 
made Indian exports less expensive in partner 
countries. 

• Access to new clients: New preferential access to 
key markets in Indo-pacific regions including 
Japan, Malaysia, and Chile. 

• Market transparency and stability: With 
improved protection, predictability, and 
transparency for conducting business in partner 
markets. 

• Exclusion from the Global Value Chain (GVCs): 
The Rules of Origin (RoO) under the CPTPP 
coupled with the tariff reduction will encourage 
creation of new GVCs. Not joining CPTPP 
decreases this opportunity for India.  
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4.4. RUSSIA UKRAINE WAR 
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5. IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, 
AGENCIES, AND FORA, THEIR STRUCTURE, MANDATE  

5.1. UNITED NATIONS  

5.1.1. UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL (UNSC)  
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5.1.2. ROLE OF UN IN CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 

Why in News? 

During the 49th Group of 
Seven (G7) summit, India 
questioned the United 
Nations' (UN) ability to 
effectively prevent 
conflicts. 

More in News 

• India also raised 
questions regarding 
why UN hadn’t been 
able to arrive at a 
definition of 
terrorism. 

• India also retreated for 
the reform in the 
United Nation and 
other international organisation.  

Why UN is not able to prevent the Conflict and resolve them? 

• UNSC Dynamics: Permanent members in UNSC have Veto power, which they used to serve their interest 
or their partner’s interest.  For instance, China uses Veto power for its interest in Pakistan.    

• Limited Enforcement Mechanisms: Resolutions passed by UN General Assembly (UNGA) lacks 
enforcement mechanism.  
o For the implementation of the decisions is dependent on member states to contribute troops and 

resources to peacekeeping missions, and their participation is voluntary. 

• Sovereignty and 
National Interests: 
These values of the 
nations hinders 
collective action and 
compromise the 
effectiveness of UN 
interventions. 

• Complexity and 
Divisions: 
Involvement of the 
multiple 
stakeholders and 
interests make it 
difficult for UN to provide a solution which is accepted to everyone.  
o Conflict often involves deep-rooted political, economic, social, and religious factors that are difficult 

to address comprehensively.  

• Lack of Financial Resources: This limits the UN's capacity to implement its initiatives and provide adequate 
support to countries affected by conflicts and terrorism. 

How UN can be more effective? 

• Strengthening Conflict Preventive Efforts:  Emphasis should be given on preventive diplomacy and 
instruments like mediation and reconciliation can be effectively utilised.  

• Reforms in UNSC:  More representation to Asian and African nation need to be given in UNSC.  
o Inclusion of a country like India as a permanent member will promote effective use of Veto power.  

Role Played by United Nation historically 

• Maintenance of Peace and Security: Successfully negotiated and implemented 
peace agreements, such as the Good Friday Agreement in Northern Ireland and 
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in Sudan.  
o UN peacekeeping missions have also contributed to maintaining stability 

and facilitating political transitions in various conflict-affected regions. 

• Decolonization and Self-Determination: UNGA adopted the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in 1960 which 
helped numerous territories in transitioning from colonial rule to sovereign 
nations.  

• Human Rights and International Law: are being set by it with the help of 
initiatives like Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), etc.  

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): In 2015, the UN adopted the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, which includes 17 SDGs. It is making 
efforts for international cooperation to achieve the objective of SDGs. 

• Humanitarian Assistance and Relief: with the help its specialized agencies and 
initiatives, such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Food Programme 
(WFP), it has transformed the life of millions of people 

Role of India in resolving global Conflicts  

• Mediation and Diplomacy: It focuses on promoting dialogue, encouraging 
peaceful resolutions, and facilitating reconciliation among conflicting parties. 

• Non-Aligned Movement (NAM): India, as a founding member of NAM, has 
advocated for peaceful resolutions to global conflicts and supported the 
principles of sovereignty, self-determination, and non-interference in the affairs 
of other nations.  

• Development Cooperation: India's approach to addressing global conflicts also 
emphasizes development cooperation. For instance, development assistance for 
the people of Afghanistan etc.  

• Peacekeeping Operations: India has deployed more than a quarter of a million 
troops over the years in as many as 49 UN Peacekeeping Missions. 
o Indian peacekeepers have played vital roles countries like Lebanon, Congo, 

South Sudan, and Haiti, among others. 
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• Improving Peacekeeping Operations: Enhancing the training, capabilities, and mandate of peacekeepers, 
will enhance their effectiveness on the ground.  They shall not be used as a tool to fulfil the interest of 
powerful nations.  

• Enhancing Cooperation with Regional Organizations: such as the African Union, European Union, or 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) can strengthen the UN's capacity to address conflicts.  

• Addressing Root Causes of Conflict: Sometimes real cause of conflicts  are neglected by the concerned 
authorities . It may include causes such as poverty, inequality, governance issues, and human rights 
violations. 

• Mobilizing Sufficient Resources: Member states should fulfil their financial commitments, and alternative 
funding mechanisms, such as peacebuilding and prevention funds, can be explored to support long-term 
peacebuilding initiatives. 

• Strengthening the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) principle: It will promote the trust of people and 
countries in UN.  

Conclusion  

It is biggest multilateral organisation of the world and it has enough capability to prevent and resolve the 
conflicts around the world, but it need to be utilized in pro-active way. Reforms in UN are need of the hour to 
make it more effective.   

India’s other contributions to UN 

Fight against 
colonization and 
apartheid 

• India was the co-sponsor of Declaration on Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples. 

• India was the first country to raise Apartheid issue at UN. 

• India was among the earliest signatories of Convention on Elimination of all forms of 
Racial Discrimination. 

Development and 
Economic issues 

• India was instrumental in the setting up of UNCTAD in 1964. 

• India has emphasized the need for enhanced flows of official development assistance 
(ODA) to developing countries. 

• Other issues raised: transfer of technology to developing countries, more equitable 
terms of trade, accelerating industrialization. 

Terrorism/Human 
Rights 

• India took the initiative to pilot a draft Comprehensive Convention on International 
Terrorism. 

• India played an active role in drafting the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 

Reform & 
Restructuring of UN 

• India is collaborating with G-4 (India, Brazil, Germany and Japan) and L.69 (Group of 
like-minded countries from Asia, Africa and Latin America) on reform and expansion of 
the UN Security Council. 

Representation in 
UN bodies 

• India has been elected to several UN bodies including UNSC, Human Right Council, 
Economic and Social Council, International Court of Justice (ICJ) etc. 

 

5.1.3. UN PEACEKEEPING MISSION 

Why in news?  

India deployed a women-only platoon of peacekeepers to the UN Mission in Abyei on the border of Sudan and 
South Sudan as part of the Indian Battalion in the United Nations Interim Security Force, Abyei (UNISFA). 

More on News  

• Also, Recently, the 75th anniversary of the beginning of UN Peacekeeping was celebrated.  

About UN Peacekeeping mission 

• The first UN peacekeeping mission was established in 1948, when it deployed military observers to West 
Asia to monitor the Armistice Agreement between Israel and its Arab neighbours. 

• It aims to build sustainable security and peace in countries affected by conflict. 

• Mandates:  
o Maintain peace and security:  

✓ Protect civilians and promote human rights  
✓ Assist in the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of former combatants 

o Facilitate political processes:  
✓ Support constitutional processes and the organization of elections,  
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✓ Assist in restoring the rule of law and 
extending legitimate state authority. 

• The decision to send a peacekeeping mission 
to a country is made by the UN Security 
Council (UNSC). 

• UN member states contribute military and 
police personnel under UN command, for 
which they are paid from UN funds.  
o Other interested states may send their 

own separate armed forces to support 
the UN mission objectives but are not 
under UN command. 

Relevance of the mission 

• Absence of alternatives: There is no other 
organisation with as much recognition and 
membership which has stood the test of time. 

• Higher cost benefits ratio: The mission costs 
only 0.4% of world military expenditure, bulk 
of the missions are in areas, where there are bright chances of conflict arising again.  

• Rise in threats: Today a large number of countries are facing asymmetric threats but do not have 
adequate resources to fight the same.  

Challenges faced by UN peacekeeping missions  

• Organisational challenges 
o Non-inclusive: Troop and police 

contributing developing countries do not 
have a role in the decision-making 
process. 

o Financing: UN peacekeeping missions 
are facing cash-flow problems and 
financial strains due to the late payment 
and withholding of assessed 
contributions. 

o Inadequate power with UN secretariat: 
Military forces deployed on UN missions 
are accountable to their own national 
commanders and governments.  

o Redundant missions: For example, the 
UN Military Observer Group in India and 
Pakistan (UNMOGIP) was established in 
1949 to supervise the ceasefire between 
India and Pakistan. 
✓ However, it has “outlived its relevance” after the Shimla Agreement of 1972 and the 

establishment of the Line of Control. 

• Operational challenges 
o Waning international support: The failures of Missions in the 1990’s most visibly in Somalia and 

Rwanda, led to  a reduction in the number of missions and  a loss of confidence. 
o Rise of regional organisation: Many times the regional organisations like Organisation of African Unity 

(OAU) have brokered peace, and the UN has carried out only monitoring roles.  
o Safety issues: Safety of peacekeepers are compromised due to rising incidents of: 

✓ organized crime,  
✓ breakdowns in law and order, and  
✓ attacks by extremists. 

 

India’s contribution to UN Peacekeeping  

• India served in 49 of the 71 UN Peacekeeping missions 
established around the world since 1948. 
o Currently, India is the fifth largest troop 

contributor (TCC) with 5,323 personnel deployed in 
8 out of 13 active UN Peacekeeping Missions. 

• India was the first country to contribute to the Trust 
Fund on sexual exploitation and abuse, which was set up 
in 2016. 

• India recently launched a ‘Group of Friends’ to promote 
accountability for crimes against peacekeepers by 
implementing the provisions of UN Security Council 
resolution 2589. 

Women in Indian Peacekeeping 

• Women peacekeepers from India have served in 
several countries, including Congo, Liberia, South 
Sudan, and Haiti. 

• In 2007, India became the first country to deploy an all-
women contingent to a UN Peacekeeping Mission. 

• In the year 2014, Indian cop Shakti Devi was awarded 
the International Female Police Peacekeeper Award. 
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Reforms proposed by India for the 
UN peacekeeping mission  

• Decision making: Troop and 
police-contributing countries 
should have a role in the 
decision-making process. 

• Clear and realistic mandates: 
Peacekeeping missions should 
be given “clear and realistic 
mandates” that are matched 
with adequate resources.  

• Prudent deployment: 
Peacekeeping missions should 
be “deployed prudently, with 
full recognition of their 
limitations. 

• Assessing the mission: The 
performance of all mission 
components, military and 
civilians, and its leadership 
should be considered while 
evaluating a mission.  

• Regional approach: Support regional and sub-regional organisations in:  
o Mediation 
o Monitoring of ceasefires 
o Assistance in implementing peace accords, and  
o Post-conflict rebuilding 

• Exit strategy: Peacekeeping missions should factor in an “exit strategy from their very inception”.  

• Cooperation with host: Establishing trust and smooth coordination between a peacekeeping mission’s 
leadership and the host state is essential. 

• Safety of peacekeepers: All-out efforts to bring the perpetrators of crimes against peacekeepers to 
justice.  

• Security of civilians: A host government has the primary responsibility to protect civilians from non-state 
groups across its territory. 

• Technology: Introduce advanced technology in peacekeeping missions to overcome security challenges. 

5.1.4. DOHA POLITICAL DECLARATION 

Why in news? 

The Fifth United Nations Conference on 
the Least Developed Countries (LDC5) 
concluded with adoption of the ‘Doha 
Political Declaration’ by the world 
leaders.  

About Doha Programme of Action 
(DPoA) 

• DPoA manifests a new generation of 
renewed commitments between the LDCs and their development partners, including the private sector, civil 
society, and governments at all levels. 

• It is a 10-year plan (2022-2031) to put world’s 46 most vulnerable countries back on track to achieving the 
UN-mandated Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

About Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

• LDCs are low-income countries confronting severe structural impediments to sustainable development.  
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• They are highly vulnerable to 
economic and environmental 
shocks and have low levels of 
human assets. 

• There are currently 46 
countries (Africa 33, Asia 9, 
Caribbean 1 and Pacific 3) on 
the list of LDCs which is 
reviewed every three years by 
the Committee for 
Development (CDP), a 
subsidiary body of the United 
Nations Economic and Social 
Council. 

• LDCs Identification Criteria: 
CDP make recommendations on 
the inclusion and graduation of 
eligible countries using the 
following criteria: 
o Gross national income 

(GNI) per capita. 
o Human Assets Index (HAI). 
o Economic and 

Environmental 
Vulnerability Index (EVI). 

Initiatives to support LDCs: 

• Trade-related international 
support measures (ISMs): These include preferential market access for goods and services and service 
suppliers, special treatment regarding obligations under WTO rules and certain regional agreements. 

• Financial and technical assistance:  
o UNDP: The primary criteria for allocation of UNDP’s core resources are per capita income and 

population. 
o UNCTAD supports LDCs to achieve structural economic transformation, increase productive capacity, 

reduce poverty and build resilience to adverse factors. 

• LDCs in international forums: Support measures are in place to help them participate in international 
forums, like caps and discounts on contribution to UN budgets; capacity-building for negotiators etc. 

• Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF): It is enabling LDCs to prepare for a more resilient future. Funding 
helps recipient countries reduce their climate change vulnerability in priority sectors and ecosystems. 

5.2. ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) 

Why in news? 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) launched a new country partnership strategy (CPS)  2023-27 for India.  

Key highlights of the strategy 

• The Country Partnership Strategy (CPS), 2023-2027 will advance ADB’s Strategy 2030’s seven operational 
priorities.  
o Under Strategy 2030, ADB aims to expand its vision to achieve a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and 

sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. 
o Cost-Sharing Arrangements: ADB and domestic cost-sharing in the ratio of 70:30, for the overall loan 

portfolio during the CPS period.  

• There are 3 pillars of strategy  
o Accelerate structural transformation and job creation. 
o Promote climate-resilient green growth 
o Deepen social and economic inclusiveness 
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Challenges faced by ADB in case of 
India:  

• Differential Approach: India being 
a diverse nation, ADB faces 
difficulties in approaching various 
states with different 
developmental achievements.  
o Support to lower-income states 

focuses on basic infrastructure 
and services to accelerate 
inclusive growth.  

o Support to higher income 
states includes transformative 
projects marked by replicable 
innovation and good practices. 

• Private Sector Investment: ADB 
support to boost government 
infrastructure financing through 
non-sovereign operations remains 
limited due to more or less stagnant 
private sector investment in India. 

Conclusion 

CPS for India is well aligned with India’s 
national development priorities to be 
achieved by 2047. Also, it will leverage 
India’s unique position to deepen 
regional cooperation and integration in 
South Asia. 
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6. DYNAMICS OF CHANGING WORLD ORDER 

6.1. RULES BASED WORLD ORDER 
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6.2. EVOLVING DYNAMICS OF INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY 
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6.2.1. INDIA’S ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY 
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6.2.2. PARADIPLOMACY 

 

6.3. INDIA AND GLOBAL SOUTH 

Why in news? 

Recently, a special virtual summit, the Voice of Global South summit was hosted by India.  
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More on News  

• The Summit called for a global 
agenda of 'Respond, 
Recognize, Respect, and 
Reform' to re-energise the 
world. 

Initiatives launched in the Summit 

• Arogya Maitri (Wellness 
Friendship): India will provide 
essential medical supplies to 
any developing country 
affected by natural disasters or humanitarian crisis. 

• Global South Center of Excellence: It will undertake research on development solutions or best-practices 
of any of Global South countries, which can be scaled and implemented in other members of the Global 
South. 

• Global South Science and Technology Initiative: India will share its expertise with other developing 
nations. 

• Global South Young Diplomats Forum: It will connect youthful officers of foreign ministries.  

• Global South Scholarships: It will provide scholarship to students of developing countries to pursue higher 
education in India. 

 

Challenges in Engaging with Global South  

• Difficulty in uniting the Global South: due to the deep economic differentiation and sharp political 
divisions among the developing nations. 

• Domestic Issues: India is itself facing many developmental challenges such as lower per capita resources.  
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• Past Experiences:   
Groups like Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM), G-77 
etc. are not much 
effective in raising the 
voice of developing 
countries.  

• Western Hegemony in 
Finance: India is not much 
financially strong to fulfil 
the developmental need 
of the developing 
countries.  
o Western countries 

like USA, France etc. 
take leverage of their 
financial resources.  

Enhancing Engagement with 
Global South  

• Cooperation: Summits should be organised on regular time period to enhance cooperation.  

• Mutual Trust: Cultural exchange programmes and confidence building measures will help in enhancing 
mutual trust. 

• Developments Projects: With the help of like-minded countries, India can implement development 
projects in other global south countries. For example, India-Japan partnership in Asia-Africa Growth 
Corridor(AAGC). 

• Promoting Interest: The interest and aspiration of the global south countries needs to be given priority by 
India in forums like G-20 etc. India’s Presidency of G-20 provides it with this opportunity.  

Key terms related to Global South 

• North-South Debate is a cold war between developed North and developing and underdeveloped South. They 
have different perspective on issues such as energy, climate change etc. 

• North-South cooperation: It is the most traditional type of cooperation, occurs when a developed country 
supports economically or with another kind of resources a less favored one, for example, with financial aid during 
a natural disaster or a humanitarian crisis. 

• South-South Cooperation: South-South Cooperation is a broad framework for collaboration and exchange among 
countries of the South in the political, economic, social, cultural, environmental, and technical domains. 

• Triangular cooperation: It involves Southern-driven partnerships between two or more developing countries 
supported by a developed country(ies)/or multilateral organization(s) to implement development cooperation 
programmes and projects. 

 

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 

• It was formed during the Cold War, as an organization of States that did not seek to formally align themselves 
with either the United States or the Soviet Union. India, Egypt, Indonesia, and Yugoslavia pioneered the 
formation of the movement. 
o The policy of NAM was based on the 5 principles of Panchsheel. 

Reasons for the declining importance of NAM 

• Change in world order from bipolar to a more complex and multipolar global system  

• Lack of Economic Pragmatism: Many NAM members are rooted in ideas of socialism and state control which lack 
relevance. 

• Regional organizations such as the G7, ASEAN, and BRICS have gained prominence. 

• Disagreements and differing priorities among member countries. 

• Nature of global security challenges has evolved significantly since the formation of NAM 
Current Relevance of NAM 

• An integral part of foreign policy: Many developing countries like India still follow the NAM policy.  

• Platform for South-South Cooperation: NAM provides a platform for developing countries to come together and 
discuss common challenges and interests. 

• Solidarity and Collective Voice: NAM provides a platform for smaller and developing countries to have a 
collective voice and exert influence in global affairs.  

India-UN Development Partnership Fund (UNDF) 
Recently India-UN 
Development 
Partnership Fund 
(UDPF) celebrated 5 
Years of South-South 
Collaboration. 
South-South Co-
operation is based 
on Buenos Aires Plan 
of Action for 
Promoting and 
Implementing 
Technical 
Cooperation among Developing Countries (BAPA). 
About UNDPF  

• It is a dedicated facility established in 2017. 

• It supports Southern-owned and led, demand-driven, and transformational 
sustainable development projects across the developing world.  
o It focuses on least developed countries and small island developing states.  
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• Promoting Multilateralism and 
Global Peace: NAM upholds the 
principles of multilateralism, 
diplomacy, and peaceful coexistence.  

• Safeguarding National Sovereignty: 
NAM countries support the principles 
of self-determination, respect for 
territorial integrity, non-aggression, 
and safeguarding the independence 
and autonomy of member states. 

6.4. SOFT POWER DIPLOMACY 
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6.4.1. RELIGION AS SOFT POWER TOOL 

Why in news? 

Four Holy Relics of Lord Buddha were taken to Mongolia for an exposition to coincide with Mongolian Budhha 
Purnima celebrations.  

India’s strength in Religion as a soft power in diplomacy 

• India's religious diversity is its biggest strength: India is fortunate to have all the major religions of the 
world. Four were founded here: Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism. Four came from outside: 
Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  

• Home to various religious sites: India has 
numerous sites of importance to the various 
faiths like: 
o Hindu religious sites like Varanasi, Tirupathy, 

Madurai etc. 
o Buddhist religious sites like Bodh Gaya, 

Sarnath, and Nalanda. 
o Historic Churches and Synagogues in South 

India. 
o Dargahs of Sufi saints like Moinuddin Chishti 

and NIzzamuddin Aulia etc 

• Role in its policy: India’s Look East Policy is 
being built up by emphasizing India’s 
historical links with Buddhism.  
o The relationship between Buddhism 

and state diplomacy dates back to the 
days of Emperor Ashoka, who 
following his adoption of the religion 
began the practice of dharmavijaya or 
conquest through Dharma. 

• Religious diplomacy has been integral to 
India’s tradition: The principle of 
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ('the whole 
world is but one family) was enshrined in 
Maha Upanishad.  
o Ashoka sent Buddhist Missionaries to 

far off places such as Ceylon, Egypt, Macedonia, Tibet, etc.  
o The address of Chicago Parliament of Religions in 1893 by Swami Vivekanand brought the much-

needed recognition and respect for India particularly its culture and traditions.  

• Religion is a cohesive bond for Indian subcontinent: Various religions of India help it to connect with 
all the neighboring countries. Thus, religions provide south Asia its unique identity.  

Recent Instances where India showed strength of religion as a soft power  

• Organising conferences: For example: In 
2011 India hosted the Global Buddhist 
Congregation to mark the 2,600th 
anniversary of the Buddha’s 
enlightenment. 

• Visit of leaders to religious sites: In 2015, 
Japanese PM was invited to Banaras, 
famous for hosting religious sites of 
Hinduism as well as Buddhism. 
o In Singapore, Indian prime minister 

visited the Goddess Mariamman 
temple and Buddha’s Tooth Relic 
temple. 

About Soft Power 
• Coined by Joseph Nye in the late 1980s, the term 

"soft power" refers to the ability of a country to 
persuade others to do what it wants without 
force or coercion. 

• In practice, it entails countries projecting their 
values, ideals, and culture across borders to 
foster goodwill and strengthen partnerships. 

• Soft power usually originates outside 
government in places like schools, religious 
institutions, and charitable groups. It is also 
formed through music, sports, media etc. 

Yoga as soft power tool 

• One of the major recognitions of India’s soft power was 
the United Nations’ approval of 21 June as International 
Yoga Day.   

• India managed to win the support of 175 member states at 
the General Assembly for the resolution setting an 
International Day of Yoga. 

• On a 2015 trip to Turkmenistan on the Central Asian circuit, 
Indian PM was invited to inaugurate a traditional medicine 
and Yoga center in the capital of Ashgabat. 

• As the yoga industry is still very much dominated by Indian 
voices, and authentic instruction in yoga is still perceived 
to be found only in India. 

Buddhism & India 
India claims legitimacy in its promotion of Buddhist 
diplomacy in spite of the fact that it is host to a relatively small 
population of Buddhists due to following reasons-  
• Buddhist faith originated in India, therefore granting it 

singular historical legitimacy.  
• India has numerous sites of importance to the Buddhist 

faith, such as Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, and Nalanda.  
• India has nurtured an image of being a protector of the 

persecuted through the presence of the Dalai Lama and 
the Tibetan parliament-in-exile in Dharamshala.  

• Historical links to Theravada Buddhism mean that India 
is in a good position to further relations with other 
Buddhist countries and create conversation between 
multiple streams of this faith.  
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• Promoting religious tourism: Ministry of Tourism is promoting a number of tourist circuits that 
transgress national borders.  
o An example is Buddhist tourist circuit that also includes visits to various sites in Nepal, such as 

Lumbini and Kapilavastu. 

• Membership for OIC: India has sought membership to the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
on the grounds that it has the 2nd largest Muslim population in the world.  

Concerns/limitations of religion as soft power tool 

• Poor performance in religious tourism: India receives less than 1% of global Buddhist tourism. South-
East Asian nations such as Thailand and Indonesia are the prime recipients of such tourism. 

• Domestic policies: A series of policy initiatives Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), National Register of 
Citizens (NRC), etc has triggered religious tensions. 

• China is emerging as a competitor: China promotes the religion of Buddhism on the grounds of its 
historical association, largest Buddhist population, working through different projects like Lumbini project 
in Nepal. 

• Structural loopholes in the efforts to propagate India's culture: The performance of the Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations (ICCR), with centres in about many countries for promoting Indian culture, has been 
lackadaisical.  

Measures to strengthen religion as soft power tool 

• To nurture a favourable ecosystem for religious tourism: 
o A multi-pronged approach focusing on product enhancement, bettering connectivity, and creative 

promotion and marketing of products could help achieve an effective strategy for inbound tourism. 
o Various levels of interaction and coordination at the international and sub-national level is needed.  

• Soft Power dissemination should be neutral: There should not be any reference to our interests while 
propagating our civilization and cultural heritage.  

• Others: 
o Effective revitalisation of the Nalanda University project and encouragement of Buddhist studies 

in well-established universities across the country must take place. 
o Civil society needs to help spread awareness among locals through programmes on heritage 

awareness and conservation. 
 

Comparison between India and China in soft power diplomacy 
According to Brand Finance’s Global soft power index 2022, while China is ranked at 4th position, India is far behind at 
29th position. 
Areas where India lacks behind China 

• Lack of monetary resources: China is estimated to spend about US$ 10 billion a year just on its Confucius Institutes 
and soft power promotion whereas ICCR and other agencies put together spend around 300-400 crores.  

• Culture promotion through state: Indian cultural centres are far few in number and Indian culture has seen 
popularity naturally and through Indian immigrants rather than through a mixture of immigration and 
government effort. 

• Though in recent time, state has started playing proactive role in popularizing culture. 
Advantages of India over China 

• Consistently using soft power since long time: Since independence, India has shown more inclination towards 
soft power, unlike China(concept rapidly rose to popularity in the mid-2000s).  

• Benign development partner: Further, unlike China, India’s development Programme is free from accusations of 
trampling sovereignty or integrity of its partners or burdening them financially with unbearable debt trap. 

• Democratic credentials: India’s democratic values and openness makes it a more trustworthy and dependable 
partner.  
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6.4.2. INDIAN DIASPORA 
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6.5. COMMON SECURITY 

Why in news? 

Recently, Palme International Center, 
International Peace Bureau (IPB) and 
International Trade Union Confederation 
(ITUC) released a report on Common 
Security 2022. 

What is the concept of Common security? 

• Common security is a notion based on 
the assumption that no nation, 
community or individual can be secure 
without other nations, communities 
and individuals enjoying the same level 
of security. 
o Any conflict in one part of the world 

has cascading effects on the people 
of another.  

o The effect can be seen in the Ukraine 
or Afghanistan conflict on other 
developing countries, particularly, on the supply of food grains, fertiliser and fuel. 

• The concept of common security goes beyond the narrow traditional and realist approach to 
security.  
o The traditional idea of security was 

the protection or defence of states 
against external threats or attacks.  

o While the notion of common security 
is about non-violent approaches to 
the universal need to be secure. 

Risks to common security in the current era 

• Challenges to Multilateralism in a Multipolar 
World: Respect for the core principles of 
international humanitarian law and rules-
based system is increasingly under threat, as 
witnessed in recent conflicts such as Iraq, 
Palestine/Israel, Yemen, Syria, and Ukraine. 

• Militarisation: Massive investments in faster, 
more lethal nuclear weapons, coupled with 
increasing tensions between nuclear-armed 
states and new technological developments. 
o The Korean peninsula represents one area of particular concern, where nuclear tensions remain high 

and there is increasing militarisation. 

• Authoritarian Regimes-Shrinking Democratic Space: The past 15 years have seen a growing democracy 
gap, with a consistent expansion of authoritarian rule and a decline in major democracies.  

• Global Warming and the Climate Crisis: Of the 15 countries facing the worst ecological threats in the world, 
11 are currently in conflict.  

• Inequality: Nearly half of the world's population survives on less than $5.50 a day.  
o Rising income inequality leads to increasingly polarised politics, and the ascendance of populism and 

nationalism which may spiral into violence and war.  

• Current and Future Pandemics: Underfunded health services and social protection systems, coupled with 
growing health inequality, prevented vaccine equity exposed the weakness in recent pandemic 
preparedness, and prevention and highlights vulnerabilities for future pandemics.  
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Ways to achieve common security 

• Strengthen global architecture for peace 
o Encouraging regional bodies, such as SAARC, the Gulf Cooperation Council,  Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the African Union to develop frameworks that incorporate the principles 
of common security. 

o Immediate resumption of strategic stability talks between the USA and Russia and the resumption 
of strategic dialogue between the USA and China. 

o Integrating  climate-related security risks into United Nations conflict-prevention strategies.  

• Linking disarmament with development: Finding innovative ways to utilise nuclear equipment and 
expertise for peaceful purposes and to support the transition of military personnel to non-military 
professions – the idea of “transforming weapons into windfarms”. This entails: 
o Reduction in military spending to generate a ‘global peace dividend’ to fund the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals, UN peacebuilding, and a just transition to climate friendly jobs. 

• Revitalised Nuclear Arms Control and Disarmament  
o Reinstate arms control treaties, particularly regarding nuclear weapons and their delivery systems, 

for example the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF). 
o States that carried out nuclear testing must provide immediate victim assistance and environmental 

remediation, particularly to indigenous communities.  

• Regulation of New Military Technologies and Outer Space Weapons 
o Ban cyber-attacks on nuclear command and control systems, accompanied by a disentanglement of 

conventional and nuclear weapon command and control systems.  
o Prohibit autonomous weapons systems, to ensure that humans keep control over weapons and 

armed conflict.  
o Strengthen the Outer Space Treaty and establish a new culture of responsible space governance to 

prevent further militarisation of the domain.  

• Engage and involve civil society: Civil society must act as a watchdog, a motivating force, and a 
counterweight to political posturing – with the support of the verification and trust-building measures 
included in existing and new treaties.  

6.6. GEOPOLITICS OF FOOD SECURITY 

Why in news? 

Experts are of the view that the world is 
moving towards an unprecedented time amid 
Russia Ukraine war as global food prices are 
skyrocketing and affecting countries across 
the world. 

About Food security 

• According to Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the UN food security 
refers to ‘a situation that exists when all 
people, at all times, have physical, social 
and economic access to sufficient, safe 
and nutritious food that meets their 
dietary needs and food preferences for 
an active and healthy life’. 

• Such food insecurity represents a political 
failure as global food production has long 
surpassed the level necessarily to keep all 
people fed. The global food crises have 
also served to entrench the idea of food 
as an object of strategic national 
importance. 
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• Currently, World Food Program, International Fund for Agricultural Development, FAO and World Bank 
are key institutions working towards strengthening global food supply.  

Impact of Geopolitics on Food Security 

Geopolitics has a more prominent impact across a range of areas that directly affect food security as given 
in the following table. 

Factors Threats to food security 

Compulsion to 
Trade 

• Strategic nodes or chokepoints of the global food system remains vulnerable to politically 
motivated restrictions.  

• Economic unilateralism and protectionism and trade war have accelerated.  

• Geopolitical frictions also make reform to multilateral institutions like WTO difficult. For, 
example the failure of the WTO’s Doha Development Round of trade talks. 

Armed conflict • Disrupts agricultural production, trade, transport and access and humanitarian aid. 

• Armed conflicts and concomitant social unrest could lead to geopolitical repercussions. 
Example, Arab Spring of 2010–11. 

Competition 
for natural 
resources 

• Green grabbing: It refers to trade-offs between environmental sustainability and food security 
that happens due to production of biofuels. 

• Resource grabbing: China is the largest supplier of phosphorous (essential in fertilizers) despite 
having only 5% of the reserves rendering importing countries like India vulnerable to supply shock 
during adverse geopolitical events. 

Climate 
change 

• Food insecurity is currently concentrated in developing countries in low latitudes which are more 
vulnerable to climate change.  

Way ahead 

• Insulating food forum from geopolitics: Dedicated forums for multi-stakeholder dialogue, coordination 
and cooperation on world hunger need to be protected from the spill over of geopolitics.  

• Shifting models of global governance: Diversify the governance system by including non-state and 
market-based organizations, to establish new interest coalitions and partnerships that can potentially 
bypass interstate rivalries and zero-sum logic.  

• Maintaining open trade: Allow food to flow from surplus areas to those in need by urgently phasing out 
export bans imposed by major food producers.  
o Increasing trade financing and reinforcing supply chains is vital to addressing the food price shocks. 

• Intensify efforts to recycle nutrients: Step towards regenerative agriculture and nature-positive solutions 
needs to be taken for reducing dependency on a few countries. 

• Increase productivity in developing countries: This will bridge the geographical yield gap and strengthen 
their resilience against any global shock to food supply. 

• Climate resilience: Investing in climate-resilient agriculture with a focus on low-cost, high-impact 
measures, such as: Investing in new crop varieties, Improving water management and Information 
dissemination. 

6.7. GEOPOLITICS OF TECHNOLOGY 

Why in news?  

Global transition to future technologies like Artificial Intelligence, 5G and Big Data among others have started 
affecting the global geopolitics.  

What is the relationship between geopolitics and technology?  

The technology development and adoption not only affect the nature of geopolitics but also gets affected by 
it. For example, Russia’s military technological development was largely driven by its susceptibility on its 
western borders. 

Following can be cited as key geopolitical factors affecting technological access, adoption and development:  

• Geographical position: For example, due to its harsh geography and scarce water resources, Israel has 
spent considerable time and resources to develop technologies that conserve, reuse and desalinate water.  

• Relative access to resources: For example, large scale availability of labour puts China at a comparative 
advantage in labour intensive sectors.  
o Whereas large scale availability of capital in US puts it at a comparative advantage for Research and 

Development.  
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• Relationship with other countries: Relationship among countries enables sharing of technology, thus 
enabling collective development. For example, a major facet of India-Israel relations is sharing of 
agricultural technology between them.  

• National Priorities and domestic constraints: For example, tech-driven private sector moves towards 
nations with conducive environment such as a country having a strong start-up culture.  

How can these technological changes potentially alter the geopolitical landscape?  

• Security: New technologies creates new challenges in the realm of Cybersecurity, Hybrid Warfare and 
exploiting vulnerabilities of critical infrastructure like telecommunications. The relative deprivation of 
these technologies within countries alters the security balance among countries.  

• International Standing: For instance, Israel despite being a small country, in a volatile neighborhood has 
considerable global influence due to the technological development in the country.  

• Economic Growth: Control of data driven technologies is being seen as key technological variable which 
will drive the future economic competition among countries.  

How the current geopolitics of technology is playing out globally?  

The emergence of new technologies is eliciting different reaction from different countries. Broadly these 
reactions can be divided into two categories:  

• Technologically authoritarian reaction: Countries that have closed their data markets and restricted the 
flow of technology- such as China- would come under this category.  

• Technologically democratic reaction: Countries that are guided by judicial standards, the rule of law, and 
support the freer — but not always free — movement of data and technology can be classified under this 
category.  

The interplay between these two types has created political, ideological and economic tensions in the global 
realm and have generated following geopolitical debates:  

• What effect will technology have on future of US-China relationship?  
o The way this issue moves forward will have large impact on future of technology and associated 

geopolitics.  

• Will internet break into ‘splinternet’?  
o As internet governance thickens, the worldwide web could segment into a collection of independent 

digital ecosystems or “splinternets.” This emerging model could be attractive to states and businesses 
that seek to exert greater market control in cyberspace and exclude foreign competition.  

• Is creation of a global regulatory regime possible?  
o Although the current trends point towards a deglobalized and segmented world, but the growth of 

technology has been fastest when it was accompanied with global coordination. Keeping this idea in 
mind, it is possible that gradually national and regional regulatory regimes may come together in the 
near future.  

Way forward for India 

• Digital Personal Data Protection Law (DPDPL): Accelerate the enactment of the DPDPL as it will provide 
clarity on cross-border movement of data and regulate use of personal data among others.  

• Regulatory clarity on new technologies: Clear approach on new technologies like Blockchain, Drone 
technology etc. will pave the way for faster adoption both by Public and Private sector.  

• Evolve a clear stand for global stage: Having a clear stance on how technologies like 5G, Blockchain need 
to be governed lends more credibility to India’s position.  

• Tech diplomacy: The ministry of external affairs created the new, emerging, and strategic technologies 
(NEST) division in 2020. This idea can be taken further by appointing dedicated technology ambassadors 
or technology coordinators.  

• Making technological access a key part of diplomatic relations: Access to technology should be a key 
feature of bilateral relations in the future especially for a developing country like India which has a large 
absorptive capacity.  
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