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S FEATURES OF THE PROGRAMME \

The Essay paper in the UPSC Civil Services Mains Exam holds significant weightage, contributing 250 marks out of the
total 1250 marks. Excelling in this section significantly influences the overall ranking, shaping the pathway to success in
the esteemed civil services.

Essay paper is not merely a test of knowledge and writing proficiency; it evaluates creative and analytical skills, depth of
understanding, expression of ideas, ethical perspective, among other attributes. The candidates may be required to write
essays on multiple topics and expected to keep close to the subject of the essay and arrange their ideas in orderly fashion.

VisionlAS All India Essay Test Series and Mentoring Program is a tailor-made initiative for aspirants gearing up for the
Mains Examination 2025. The program is strategically crafted to enhance advanced essay writing skills through
meticulous practice, insightful analysis, and personalized mentaring support.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PROGRAM
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Development of Includes 7 tests based Access to Test discussion One to One Mentoring
advanced Essay on the latest UPSC and doubt-clearing support and guidance for
writing skills. pattern and trend. sessions with Senior precise inputs & building
faculty. competency.

ANTSS
Thoughtfully curated test Innovative Assessment System and All India Rankings for individual
series schedule, enabling Performance Analysis for precise standing and developing
k time-bound preparation. feedback and improvement. competitive spirit among aspirants
Module No No. of Tests Program Structure FEE

(Inclusive of all taxes)

2301 7 Full Length Tests Rs. 11000

Concession Details

Vision IAS Student:

250 UPSC Interview Student: 40% | Selected Students: 50%
(]

Vision IAS Classroom Student: 50%

@ FEATURES OF THE ESSAY TEST SERIES\

Comprehensive Mock Test Series
@ UPSC Standard Mock Test Series based on UPSC exam trend and pattern.
@ Intelligently developed Essay topics covering both Philosophical and Information-based topics.

@ Enhancing deep understanding, critical thinking, and analytical skills, particularly in essay construction and
argumentation.

Innovative Assessment System
@ In-depth evaluation based on essay difficulty level and nature of questions.

@ Detailed, Section-wise analysis of aspirant's performance in essays at both macro and micro level.
@ All India Ranking for comparative analysis among peers with a specific focus on essay writing skills.
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Individualised Personal Mentoring

@ Dedicated mentors for essay guidance for continuous performance improvement in essay writing.

@ Strategic support and assistance in developing effective essay strategies, identifying strengths and improvement
areas in writing.

@ Support through Offline and Online meetings, Telephonic calls, E-mail, and Texts, focusing on essay preparation.

Adaptable Test Schedule

@ Scientifically designed schedule for optimizing revision and practice in essay writing.

@ Flexible Test Scheduling for accommodating preferences in test timings, with options for offline and online essay
submissions.

@ Interactive offline/online test discussion and doubt clearing sessions led by VisionlAS faculty and expert team.

Innovative Assessment System

@ Seamless integration of online and offline platforms for a pleasant essay test-taking experience.

@ Availability of essay resources and value added material, including test discussion videos and sessions for
essay-specific doubt resolution.

@ Regular updates and notifications about essay test discussions, workshops, and other resources.

Program Outcomes\.
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Confidence Achieving Fostering Enhanced Critical Simulated Exam Time and Stress
Building in Proficiency in Creativity in Thinking and Experience and Management
Philosophical Coherence of Ideas Essay Writing Analytical Skills Psychological
Essays and Language Readiness

IMPORTANT NOTES \

@ Test series will remain valid 15 days before UPSC Mains 2025.

@ Online/distance learning students can download Question-Cum-Answer Booklets and approach-answer-analysis
of mock test papers from Vision IAS student platform.

@ Question-Cum-Answer Booklet, Approach-Answer-Analysis of mock test papers will not be dispatched.
@ Value Added/ Supplementary material will be provided in the soft copy only.
@ Information related to test discussions will be notified through email, text messages and student's portal.

@ Vision IAS material is for the individual subscriber only. In case of copyright violation, the admission to the test
series may be revoked.

@ It is required for students to provide UPSC Roll No and other pertinent details whenever requested by VisionlAS.
@ Fees once paid are non-refundable and non-transferable under any circumstances.

@ VisionlAS reserves all rights to make any changes in test series schedule, its timing, etc., if need arises.

@ VisionlAS Test Centers remain open 7 days a week for writing Tests, except on notified holidays. /
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TEST SCHEDULE

TEST No. / Code Date of Mock Test

Test 1[3280] 29t SEPTEMBER, 2024
Test 2 [3281] 20t OCTOBER, 2024
Test 3 [3282] 17*" NOVEMBER, 2024
Test 4 [3283] 15% DECEMBER, 2024
Test 5 [3284] 19t JANUARY, 2025
Test 6 [3285] 22" JUNE, 2025

Test 7 [3286] 30t JULY, 2025
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UPSC CSE TOPPERS

ESSAY PREPARATION
Approach & Strategies

/Insights from Topper's Answer Scripty
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Aditya Srivastava, who achieved AIR1in UPSC 2023, is renowned for his exceptional essay
writing skills, particularly his ability to explore philosophical themes with depth and
clarity.

His essays begin with captivating introductions that often incorporate quotes from
influential personalities such as Erich From and Mahatma Buddha, setting a profound tone
for the discourse. Aditya excels in weaving multidimensional analysis into his essays,
covering historical, economic, societal, technological, and ethical perspectives.

He enriches his arguments with poignant examples, such as referencing Hitler's actions to

Aditya illustrate the dangers of flawed reasoning or discussing Raja Ram Mohan Roy's reforms to
Aditya’s use of data adds credibility, while his narrative style maintains emotional

‘ AIR 1, UPSC CSE 2023 ‘ resonance, engaging the reader throughout.
Aditya’s essays are marked by a clear logical flow and strategic use of connectors,
ensuring coherence and making complex ideas accessible. His ability to raise

thought-provoking questions and incorporate constitutional values further enhances the
depth and relevance of his essays, making them compelling and insightful.

Aditya Srivastava's conclusions are eloquent and impactful, often featuring poignant
quotes or poems. They effectively summarize key points, provide a forward-looking
perspective, and ensure thematic consistency, leaving a lasting, optimistic impression on
the reader.
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UPSC CSE TOPPERS 2023

Animesh Pradhan, AIR 2 in UPSC 2023, showcases exceptional essay writing skills characterized by profound
philosophical insights and meticulous structuring.

His essays begin with engaging introductions that set a thematic tone using historical and contemporary

references. For instance, he often incorporates quotes from notable figures like Alfred Nobel and the Wright Brothers,

providing a broad temporal spectrum that captivates and contextualizes the discussion.

In the body of his essays, Animesh seamlessly integrates multiple dimensions—political, historical, social, economic,
> and ethical—ensuring a logical flow with the strategic use of connectors such as "firstly," "secondly," and "moreover."

Animesh enhances his arguments with empirical data and references to significant legal
judgments, showcasing his meticulous research and preparation. For example, he cites landmark
cases such as "Bachan Singh vs. State of Punjab" to substantiate his points.

TOPPER'S COPIES

Animesh
Pradhan

His conclusions are impactful and often cyclically reference his introductions, creating a
cohesive and compelling narrative that leaves a lasting impression. His ability to synthesize complex
ideas and present them in a structured, insightful manner exemplifies his mastery of essay writing.

| AIR 2, UPSC CSE 2023 |

Ruhani’s essay writing is characterized by impactful introductions that immediately capture the reader’s interest
through relevant quotes or thought-provoking statements, setting a strong thematic tone.

She demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of essay topics by incorporating multidimensional analysis,
addressing political, social, economic, historical, and ethical perspectives to provide a well-rounded argument.

Her essays are enriched with pertinent examples and data, drawn from historical events, current affairs, and
personal anecdotes, which substantiate her arguments and enhance credibility.

Ruhani maintains a clear logical flow throughout her essays, using strategic connectors and transitions to ensure
coherence and allow the reader to follow her arguments effortlessly. <

Her essays are marked by eritical thinking and philosophical insights, often questioning
societal norms and proposing reflective viewpoints.

TOPPER'S COPIES

In her conclusions, Ruhani eyclically references her introductions, creating a cohesive narrative
that effectively summarizes key points and leaves a lasting impression. Overall, Ruhani’s approach
reflects a deep understanding of the topics and a commitment to presenting well-rounded,
thought-provoking, and cohesive essays.

Ruhani

| AIR 5, UPSC CSE 2023
[ ]

Srishti Dabas's essay writing approach is marked by engaging introductions, comprehensive body analysis, and
impactful conclusions.

Her introductions immediately capture attention through relevant quotes or powerful statements, setting a strong
thematic foundation.

In the body, she integrates multiple dimensions—political, social, economic, historical, and ethical—ensuring a
well-rounded argument. Each paragraph flows logically into the next, aided by strategic connectors and transitions,
which maintain coherence.

Srishti enriches her essays with pertinent examples and precise data drawn from historical events, current
affairs, and personal anecdotes, adding credibility and depth.

Her critical thinking and philosophical insights shine through as she questions societal norms and explores
complex ideas, making her discussions rich and engaging.

Srishti
Dabas

TOPPER'S COPIES

The conclusions cyclically reference the introductions, creating a cohesive narrative that ties
the essay together. Srishti effectively summarizes key points while providing a forward-looking
perspective, leaving a lasting impression on the reader.

Her narrative style is both informative and emotionally resonant, simplifying complex ideas and
presenting them in a relatable manner.

| AIR 6, UPSC CSE 2023 |

Aishwaryam Prajapati's essay writing demonstrates a strong affinity for philosophical topics, which she
approaches with captivating introductions. She often employs a comparative approach and real-life
stories of personalities like Nek Chand Sharma to make her essays relatable and grounded in reality.
Additionally, she sometimes begins with book-based introductions that set a thoughtful tone. Aishwaryam
effectively utilizes temporal dimensions and historical examples, referencing significant events like World
War, the American Revolution, and the French Revolution, which add depth and context to her arguments.
Aishwaryam structures her essays by comparing situations at various levels—individual, family, societal,
national, and international—providing a comprehensive analysis that covers multiple perspectives. She
strategically raises questions throughout her essays to maintain the reader's attention and
engagement. The flow of her essays is smooth and well-maintained, ensuring coherence and logical <
progression of ideas.

Aishwaryam concludes her essays with impactful prayers and poems from notable

TOPPER'S COPIES

personalities like Rabindranath Tagore, leaving a lasting impression on the reader. This
approach not only ties her arguments together but also evokes a sense of reflection and
contemplation.

Overall, her essay writing is characterized by engaging and thoughtful introductions,
well-structured arguments with historical and contemporary examples, and powerful
conclusions that resonate with the reader.

Aishwaryam
Prajapati

| AIR 10, UPSC CSE 2023|
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UPSG CSE TOPPERS 2022

Ishita Kishore, the Rank 1 achiever in the 2022 UPSC CSE, garnered an impressive 137 marks in the essay
examination, standing amongst the highest scorers.

Her preparation encompassed both informational and philosophical essays, with a pronounced emphasis
on the latter.

Ishita's essays exhibited impactful introductions, ranging from anecdotes and historical references to
personality-based insights and thought-provoking quotations. Through skillful use of connectors, Ishita
> maintained continuity, intertwining various dimensions around the central theme.

Supported by relevant examples and facts, Ishita seamlessly weaved quotes from

. personalities across spheres of life. Ishita's essays were a testament to her prowess in SRS
Ishita structuring.
Kishore With well-organized content under apt headings, she highlighted key points while presenting
multiple perspectives. Ishita's strategic use of questions maintained reader engagement.
‘ AIR 1, UPSC CSE 2022 ‘ Ishita exhibited creativity in conclusions, be it through the cyclic approach, summarization, or

the inclusion of poems, thereby leaving an indelible impression.

Waseem Ahmad Bhat, achieved a commendable 140 marks in the UPSC CSE essay exam. His essay
approach is remarkable in multiple aspects.

Waseem's introductions reflect a deep understanding of the topics, skillfully incorporating historical
references that captivate readers. His narrative prowess shines through, crafting intriguing and accessible
introductions, particularly in information-based essays.

He employed a unique question-posing technique to seamlessly connect introductions with the body of
his essays. Waseem's essays showcase a wealth of knowledge, where he skillfully highlights diverse
perspectives related to the topics. Quoting philosophers in a simplified manner, he adds depth to his <
essays.

Waseem expertly expanded his essays across various dimensions through numerous ;
S HCEY examples from different domains, maintaining logical coherence. Waseem

Maintaining flow through connectors and deconstructing essay topics are Waseem's
strengths. He seamlessly quotes sociologists, anthropologists, and thinkers without Ahmad Bhat
burdening the essay.

Waseem's conclusions range from poem-based to quotation-based, culminating his ‘A|R7' UPSC CSE 2022‘

essays on a positive note, often tied to historic personalities.

Vidushi Singh showcased her talent with a remarkable score of 131 marks in the UPSC CSE essay exam.

Her introduction strategy is captivating, whether drawing from Bob Dylan's lyrics, anecdotes of Angulimala and
Buddha, or relatable common experiences.

Vidushi understands the essence of brainstorming, evident in her meticulous analysis of topics and organized
flow of thoughts.

Diverse dimensions are covered adeptly, from historical experiences to current events and a shrewd application
of General Studies knowledge.

: With creative headings, Vidushi's ideas are presented with clarity and impact. Her critical
. . thinking shines as she balances supporting arguments with well-defined exceptional situations,
VId_UShI ensuring a comprehensive analysis.
Slngh Vidushi's conclusions are forward-looking, optimistic, and thought-provoking. By
incorporating quotes, thoughts of famous personalities, and returning to introductory
anecdotes, she provides readers with a logical and satisfying end to her discussions.

TOPPER'S COPIES

| AIR 13, UPSC CSE 2022 |

Siddharth Shukla's performance in the UPSC CSE essay exam is commendable, securing 128 marks. His
essay writing approach primarily revolves around philosophical essays based on quotes.
Siddharth's essay introductions are uniquely adorned with synonymous quotes, effectively encapsulating the

core essence of the topics. His comprehensive coverage of dimensions is structured using headings,
maintaining a coherent flow.

To ensure clarity, Siddharth employs boxed headings and underlines key words. <

His forte lies in original and innovative ideas. Siddharth ingeniously links dimensions to
the topics, offering refreshing insights.

TOPPER'S COPIES

Siddharth demonstrates exceptional command over language, expressing complex Siddharth
ideas with simplicity. His concluding remarks, though concise, leave a lasting impact, Shukla
reflecting his insightful and thoughtful approach.

| AIR 18, UPSC CSE 2022 |
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Yasharth
Shekhar

‘ AIR 12, UPSC CSE 2021 ‘

Utsav Anand's outstanding performance in the UPSC CSE essay exam, achieving 131 marks, is a testament to
his versatile essay approach, covering a range of topics from philosophical themes.

Utsav's introductions are captivating, often anchored by anecdotes or real-life incidents from recent times.

In the essay body, Utsav employs subheadings to navigate dimensions. Supportive examples bolster his

arguments effectively.

TOPPER'S COPIES
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Shubham
Kumar
\ AIR 1, UPSC CSE 2020 \

Ria Dabi's remarkable achievement in the UPSC CSE essay exam is a testament to her strategic approach.

The essays' seamless flow is a result of meticulous brainstorming, showcasing a clear and linear

progression of thoughts.

In her introductions, Ria adeptly introduces key terms, setting the stage with real-life scenarios. The
framework of her content presents a temporal and evolutionary approach, ensuring a smooth and

coherent essay structure.

Ria's

TOPPER'S COPIES

essence.

Presentation, language, and flow mirror other high achievers, with Utsav's essoys<
adopting clear, lucid language and maintaining seamless coherency. Consistent
underlining of key terms enhances reader understanding.

Utsav's conclusions are optimistic and solution-oriented, grounded in current contexts.
His conclusions resonate with quotes and expressions from notable figures, delivering
[=] impactful and thoughtful endings to his essays.

presentation
strategically underlined key phrases, enhancing readability.

A distinct thematic thread runs through her paragraphs, effectively conveying their

Her conclusions adopt a solution-oriented approach, rounding off the essays effectively.

UPSC CSE TOPPERS 2021

Yasharth Shekhar's achievement in the UPSC CSE essay exam, with a score of 128 marks, reflects his
adeptness in crafting Analytical-Argumentative essays. Yasharth exhibits versatility in his approach,
employing anecdotal introductions for philosophical essays and recent events for analytical-argumentative
topics.

Utilizing success stories, historical incidents, and international organization reports, Yasharth's essays
are well-organized, maintaining coherence and ensuring a seamless flow.

His creative and critical thinking is evident in his skillful use of proven instances/events.
Yasharth's unique presentation style involves underlining key sentences and using all
capital letters for emphasis, foregoing traditional headings.

TOPPER'S COPIES

Yasharth's conclusions are elaborate and optimistic, shedding light on pertinent global or
domestic issues while connecting with the core idea of the topic.

Utsav Anand

| AIR 26, U.PSC CSE 2021 \

UPSC CSE TOPPERS 2020

Shubham Kumar's exceptional performance in the UPSC CSE essay exam, scoring 134 marks, is a testament to
his skillful approach.

In crafting introductions, Shubham adeptly weaves personalities like Kautilya, Buddha, Ashoka, and Gandhiji into
the core theme, showcasing his unique ability to connect historical narratives to the topic.

His essays boast remarkable connectivity and flow. Through connecting paragraphs and strategic use of
words like "similarly" and "thus," he ensures a seamless transition from introduction to body.

Shubham's presentation is dynamic, employing varied methods to break monotony. His use of small
paragraphs, keyword highlights, and subheadings in one topic and the sectoral approach in another
underscores his versatility.

TOPPER'S COPIES

Innovative subheadings reveal his knack for deconstructing topics, while the strategic
inclusion of quotes and examples showcases his creativity.

Employing the cyclical approach, Shubham elegantly links introductions and conclusions,
often incorporating quotes from eminent figures like APJ Abdul Kalam to underscore his points.

<

showcases apt paragraph sizes and

Ria Dabi

| AIR 15, UPSC CSE 2020|
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